
 

Key Stage 5 Options 2018   

 

Dear Parent  

At William Howard School we understand the importance of supporting students through the choices that will 

determine their journey through the next stage of their school experience and beyond. The option process has 

been designed to provide the structure, advice and guidance needed to make informed decisions about the 

qualifications that will be studied. We advise students to maintain a broad and balanced choice of subjects to 

ensure that future pathways are kept open and choices are well informed to prepare for the next stage of 

education, employment or training. 

This introduction will provide information to support students and parents through the options process.  

 

The Process 

The application for a place in William Howard Sixth Form has started with students already receiving a variety of 

advice and guidance inputs. All Year 11 students have also had the opportunity to give an indication of what 

subjects they would like to study next year through online options questionnaires.  

During the Sixth Form Information Evening staff will be on hand to offer advice and guidance about the different 

courses available.  

Following the evening, we recommend that students continue to seek advice and guidance from current students 

studying the different subjects, future career websites, teachers, Universities/Colleges and of course you as 

parents. All students and parents will have the opportunity to meet with one of the Sixth Form Team who will 

support and inform your choices further.  

We ask that reserve choices are submitted and chosen with the same rigour as first choices.  

Please be aware that some subject combinations may not be possible and all courses will depend on viable 

numbers as to whether they are finally offered.  

The Year Group Team will continuously work with all students throughout the options process to ensure 

appropriate choices are made and supported.  

Final option choice letters will be distributed in the 

Summer term.  

 

All option choices must be submitted  

via our online application system before 

Friday, 23 February 2018.              

 

 

SIXTH FORM  

INFORMATION EVENING 

Wednesday, 17 January 2018 

 6.00pm:  Introductory Talk  

 6.30pm & 7.00pm:  The University 

of Leeds on Choosing A-Levels  

 



The Compulsory Core Curriculum 

All students will study a core curriculum made up of the following subjects: 

 Personal Development  

 Sport or other enrichment activity 

 GCSE re-sit Maths or English (if a 4 or above has not been achieved in the subject at the end of KS4).  

Students who do not achieve a 4 in both English and Maths would not normally study in William Howard 

Sixth Form unless there are exceptional circumstances. Please consult the Sixth Form Team for further 

guidance 

 

The Options Curriculum  

The overarching requirement to secure a place in the William Howard 

Sixth Form is 5 GCSE 4/C grades or equivalent unless there are 

extraordinary circumstances. In addition, we have provided subject 

entry guidance to highlight the expectation for each individual 

course. This guidance is based on many years of analysis of the likely 

success in individual subjects in relation to prior attainment. Detailed 

subject guidance is available on the school website. 

William Howard School is committed to providing Independent 

Advice and Guidance (IAG) to all our students at all stages of the 

process. 

 

Your Choices 

Students who have a GCSE average outcome of 6/B or higher.  

Students are expected to study FOUR Level 3 courses. Additional to 

the four chosen courses students will be expected to participate in an 

hour of compulsory enrichment activity per week. Students will also 

receive an hour of compulsory Personal Development each week 

throughout Year 12 and Year 13.  

 

Students who have a GCSE average outcome of below 6/B.  

We firmly believe that a curriculum is driven by the needs of the 

student which is why we offer students the opportunity to study a 

range of subjects that will suit both the practical and academic 

learner.  

Students are expected to study THREE Level 3 courses plus an 

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) or GCSE Maths or English should 

they not have achieved a Level 4 in the Summer. The EPQ is a one 

year study programme and is equivalent to half an A-Level. 

In addition, students will be expected to participate in an hour of 

compulsory enrichment activity per week. Students will receive an 

hour of Personal Development with their Form Tutor each week.  

 

COURSES OFFERED: 

AS/A LEVEL  

 Art 

 Biology 

 Business 

 Chemistry 

 Drama and Theatre Studies 

 Dance 

 Economics 

 English Language 

 English Literature  

 Extended Project 

 French 

 Geography 

 German 

 History 

 Law 

 Maths 

 Further Maths 

 Mathematical Studies (Core Maths) 

 Media Studies 

 Music 

 Philosophy 

 Photography 

 Physical Education 

 Physics  

 Product Design (DT)  

 Psychology 

 Sociology 

 

BTEC LEVEL 3 COURSES: 

 Applied Science  

 Broadcast and Studio 

 Children’s, Play, Learning & Development 

 Health & Social Care 

 IT 

 Music  

 Performing Arts 

 Sport 

 Video Games Production 



The Russell Group 

The Russell Group represents 24 leading UK universities committed to maintaining the very best research, an 

outstanding teaching and learning experience and unrivalled links with business and the public sector. 

Russell Group universities play a major role in the intellectual, cultural and economic life of the UK and have an 

international reputation for the high quality of their research and teaching. In an increasingly global higher 

education market, they attract the very best academics and students from around the world, as well as 

investment from multinational, research intensive businesses. 

Russell Group universities have a huge impact on the social, economic and cultural well-being of their regions, yet 

also influence and achieve impact on a truly global scale. By virtue of their size and the quality of their research 

and teaching, Russell Group universities create and catalyse a diverse range of economic activity which has a 

major impact on the economy of the UK. 

The full list of Russell Group members is as follows: 

 University of Birmingham 

 University of Bristol 

 University of Cambridge 

 Cardiff University 

 Durham University 

 University of Edinburgh 

 University of Exeter 

 University of Glasgow 

 Imperial College London 

 King's College London 

 University of Leeds 

 University of Liverpool 

 London School of Economics & Political Science 

 University of Manchester 

 Newcastle University 

 University of Nottingham 

 University of Oxford 

 Queen Mary, University of London 

 Queen's University Belfast 

 University of Sheffield 

 University of Southampton 

 University College London 

 University of Warwick 

 University of York 

 

Facilitating Subjects 

Some advanced level subjects are more frequently required for entry to degree courses than others. The Russell 

Group Universities call these subjects ‘facilitating’ because choosing them at advanced level leaves open a wide 

range of options for university study. These facilitating subjects are: Biology, Chemistry, English Literature, 

Geography, History, Physics, Modern and Classical Languages, Maths and Further Maths. 

If you don’t know what you want to study at university then it’s a really good rule of thumb that taking two 

facilitating subjects will keep a wide range of degree courses open to you. 

  

http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/


Work Experience and Work Ready Skills 

High quality Work Experience is becoming increasingly important for school leavers as currency in moving onto 

the next stage in their education, employment or training. Equally, Work Experience can be done in a variety of 

settings and at different times. Therefore, we are committed to encouraging and supporting students to 

participate in well thought-out Work Experience at various times of the year. Please see the Sixth Form Team for 

more details. It is important to balance the benefits of Work Experience with the costs of missing school time so 

we insist that Work Experience must not impact lessons, examinations or any other timetabled activity. Please see 

the Sixth Form Team for further information. 

Work ready skills, such as interview preparation and how to write a CV prepare students for the world of work, 

and make them ‘stand out from the crowd’. We offer support to all students through the Personal Development+ 

Programme and in a bespoke fashion to ensure that they can make a successful and seamless transition from 

school into the world of work or training. 

National Qualification Reform 

Having studied very carefully what is preferred or required by Universities, Colleges, training and apprenticeship 

providers and employers, we firmly believe that a broad and balanced offer with qualifications available at the 

end of Year 12 alongside the two year core qualification is likely to best support the students in their progression. 

Whilst this is not the way some schools choose to support their students, we have overwhelming evidence that at 

this point in time, this approach will empower our students to leave school with the greatest chance of 

successfully moving on to the optimum next step in their future. We have strong evidence that our highest 

achieving students welcome the opportunity to study 4 or even 5 subjects through Year 12 and into Year 13 in 

order to keep their options open and provide them with a breadth of study valued by Universities. 

AS-Level qualifications will now NOT count towards the final A-Level grade. As a school we believe it is important 

to continue to offer AS-Levels to provide our students with the security of a qualification following a year of study 

and also a robust result for applications in Year 13. Please note that the content of the AS-Level courses is part of 

the learning for the overall A-Level it is just the AS result that does not contribute to the overall A-Level grade.  

Please note, there are some subjects that will only offer AS-Level qualifications to those students who do not 

intend to continue with that subject in Year 13. 

Ongoing Support 

We are fortunate to have a dedicated Post-16 team who provide support, advice and guidance to students prior, 

during and after the Sixth Form at William Howard.  

 Mr Bones - Assistant Headteacher - Post 16 Learning Development & Performance 

 Mrs Swan - Student Manager - Post 16 

 Mr Carruthers - Post 16 Coach 

Decisions about Sixth Form education will probably be the most important decision you and your child will make 

in their school career. I hope that you will take advantage of the information and support provided so that 

together we can make the right decisions.  

Please do not hesitate to contact the Sixth Form Team on Tel: 016977 45700 at any time, if you have any questions 

or if you wish for any help or advice about the options process in the Sixth Form. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr David Bones, Assistant Headteacher – Post 16 Learning Development & Performance 


