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Head  Line  s ’ 
Within these pages you will find a whole gallery of 
different experiences, stories and images highlighting 
the year at William Howard School.   

 

 

In our first year as a Multi Academy Trust we have 
broadened our knowledge and experience by working 
with our sister schools of Workington Academy and 
Yewdale Primary and will soon be welcoming Longtown 
Primary into the Trust.  As a school William Howard has 
continued to provide all the strengths and opportunities 
that have always been associated with us – what we do 
and how we work with our students, providing strong 
support and chances to excel, will never change. 

You will read about Music concerts, Tennis excellence, 
Young Enterprise, Sport Relief, National Careers week 
and Student Ambassadors, to name but a few.  Once 
again our students are the stars, whether they are 
students of old who have gone on to represent their 
country or current members of our community who are 
picking up prizes of local and national recognition.  If you 
are a past student of William Howard School then please 
join our Alumni, you will find details on our website. 

Welcome to the final newsletter of the 
year.  And what a year it has been! 

As always, this time of year has seen our Year 11, 12 and 
13 students sitting important external exams at Level 2 
and Level 3.  These will lay foundations for their future, 
regardless of the path that they take.  We are confident 
that exam results should once again see William Howard 
as one of the highest performing schools in the county. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our 
students, who are moving on this year to new challenges, 
good luck for the future and a restful summer.   Thank 
you once again to our local community which has 
supported the school by taking part in the different 
activities and events that have taken place over the 
course of this year; from the Charities morning at 
Christmas which raised funds for those members of our 
community affected by the floods; the Senior Citizens’ 
Tea Parties, held both within school and in the 
community, through to the Open Spaces Open Day.  

Thank you again for your support. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

During PE lessons there was the fastest mile 
challenge for each of the year groups 7 to 11; a 
challenge to determine the fastest piece of 
equipment (ball) to cover a mile distance in 
rugby, football, hockey and netball and a range 
of other tournaments.  

Staff were determined to get involved too and 
participated in running club events on two 
afternoons after school and were fiercely 
competitive in step challenges recorded on 
Fitbits and pedometers.  Mrs Wannop won the 
Fitbit challenge with 181,000 steps and Miss 
Sheldrake the Pedometer challenge with 
183,000 steps!   

Both staff and students participated in the 
House X-bikes challenge, aiming to see which 
House could attain the farthest distance 
travelled    The victorious House in this 
challenge was Mpingo. 

Thanks to all this hard physical effort, £262 was 
raised; together with a £100 contribution from 
the non-uniform day £362 was raised for Sport 
Relief.  

The PE department organised a 
number of activities to raise funds 
for Sport Relief.   

 



New Student Ambassadors 
This term we have introduced a new 
and exciting student leadership 
structure in school. One of the roles 
is the ‘Student Ambassador’.   

This is a new, prestigious role that aims to give students 
the opportunity to represent the school in a variety of 
different ways, whilst collating a personal portfolio that 
can be used when applying for future job applications.  
Last term Directors of Learning and Student Managers 
were asked to select a number of students from their 
year group, (using specific criteria), who they felt would 
be successful in the new role.  These students were then 
invited to apply for a place as a student ambassador.  In 
total, 38 students from Years 7 to 10 were selected to be 
a part of the programme and will take on a range of 
different roles in school.   

 

  
Although the role is not due to officially start until 
September, we have already put a summer programme of 
events together to give ambassadors a flavour of the role. 
The student ambassadors are expected to take part in a 
variety of different activities including school representation 
at parent events, social time duties and support with the 
Year 6 transition programmes.  Ambassadors have already 
signed up to two focus groups for the remainder of this 
term and next year.  The first focus group is Teaching and 
Learning; this group will look at the difference in learning 
behaviour between boys and girls in the classroom.  The 
second group is the School Environment focus group; in this 
group students will look to develop aspects of the school 
environment, fundraising ideas and how money raised 
would be utilised most effectively.  Ambassadors will be 
awarded with their Student Ambassador tie which they will 
wear at all times in school.  Later this term the ambassadors 
will be taking parting in a team building/leadership training 
day to enhance their skills and confidence in this new role. 

The focus of the session was to look at different types of 
leadership, whilst working with others across different 
year groups and identifying their own strengths and 
weaknesses in relation to their own leadership ability. 

Students completed a range of activities, including raft 
building, initiative tests and a range of different challenge 
courses.  

At the end of each activity, students as a group had to 
reflect on their performance as a team and identify areas 
that they needed to improve.  At different stages students 
had to make a valuable contribution to their team to 
ensure they were both successful and fully involved.  

 

 

 

 

 

Both students and staff had an amazing day, one 
student said: ‘Thank you, so much for taking us on 
the trip - it was awesome. I had so much fun doing 
all the activities and made quite a few more 
friends. There is no way to thank you so much.’ 

36 Student Ambassadors from years 7-10 attended a leadership day at Abernethy Barcaple  



During National Careers Week 
and Apprenticeship Week we 
had a range of activities 
happening across school. 

In PD lessons, Year 7 and 8 students had 
taught careers lessons and Year 9,10, 11 
and 12 students had guest speakers 
talking about different job opportunities 
available to them. A number of parents 
came into school to share their career 
paths with the students as well as Armed 
Forces, Colleges, Apprenticeship 
Providers and Industry Experts. 

For more information visit the following 
websites: 

• www.gov.uk/government/topical-
events/national-apprenticeship-week-
2016 

• http://nationalcareersweek.com/ 

 

We are very keen to have parents 
involved in Careers education and we 
were particularly pleased to welcome 
them into the Year 9 and Year 10 
assemblies to talk about their own 
personel career paths.  

If you are interested in being involved 
with careers  please contact Mrs Hill: 
thill@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk 

William Howard School Alumni 
We launched our Alumni initiative this term.   

Former student Nick Miller is the first person to sign up to the 
scheme. Nick was a student at William Howard School before 
moving to America to concentrate on his studies and sports career. 
Nick finishes at Oklahoma State University this year before moving 
on to his career in pro sport hammer throwing.   

 

Nick has graduated with a 2:1 equivalent and  was also a recipient 
of the senior director's award which is selected by a committee and 
presented to the senior student-athletes who have successfully 
maintained a balance in academic work while making a difference 
in their sports.  This award goes to those seniors who exemplify 
what student-athletes should be, and Nick was awarded his for 
men’s track and field. 

If you are an ex-student or former member of staff of William 
Howard School look out for the Alumni page on the school website. 

Work Experience 
During the last week of summer term, we have 
Year 10 and Year 12 students on Work Experience.   

Once again we have a wide range of placements with local 
employers as well as national and international placements. This 
year we have students working in Cern in Switzerland and with 
the UN in Brussels.   

Work Experience week is a valuable opportunity to experience the 
world of work and we are always looking at collaboration with 
new employers to support our students. If you are interested in 
working with us please contact: 
workexperience@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk 

http://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/national-apprenticeship-week-2016
http://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/national-apprenticeship-week-2016
http://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/national-apprenticeship-week-2016
http://nationalcareersweek.com/
mailto:thill@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk
mailto:workexperience@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk


The presentation evening was opened by Mr 
Volpe who welcomed all the parents.  
Mr McPartlan then took over proceedings to 
congratulate all winners for each category.  
This was topped off by a fashion show where 
all A-Level Textiles work was modelled by 
students who walked the catwalk to Beyoncé.   

This Exhibition, which also included Art, 
Photography and Media work, was featured in 
The Cumberland News with professional 
photographs.  

We must thank our sponsor for the evening, 
the University of Cumbria, who helped us 
purchase the prizes.  

\   Design & Technology 
 

I        this term… It's incredibly busy with all 
the GCSE and A Level students finishing their 
work to meet the final deadlines.   
It’s hard work, but absolutely worth it!     (YD) 

The Exhibition, held this year on Tuesday, 10 May, allowed the department to 
show off all the amazing work and celebrate the students’ success. 

It is just lovely to hear and see 
the pride welling from students, 
parents and staff.  It reminds me 
why I do this job.  “ “ 

Mrs Y. Dixon (DT Curriculum Leader) 
 



 

  

The exhibition consisted of nearly 100 students’ 
work and showed a wide range of creative and 

imaginative ideas; students have experimented 
widely with materials and techniques with some 
stunning outcomes.  The evening ended with the 

presentation of prizes.  It is always difficult to 
shortlist the nominations and choosing the winners 

from so many students working so hard and creating 
amazing work.  The prize winners this year were 

Jonny Irving for GCSE Art, Shona Radcliffe for GCSE 
Photography; the Garnet Prize winners were Sophie 

Emerson for Art and Niobe Dodd for Photography.  

Year 10 photography students have been developing 
their portrait skills with the help of a professional 
photographer, Colin Tennant.   

He has been showing students his work, explaining 
how he creates his photographs and working with 
them as they develop their own work.  Students have 
really enjoyed this experience.  This opportunity has 
been created by funding from the National Portrait 
Gallery, London and is part of the Tullie House 
“Picture the Poet” exhibition.  Colin Tennant’s work 
will be exhibited at Tullie House in June and we hope 
to visit to see it. 

 
 Year 8  students have been working on a range of 
activities based around the theme of Pop Art and have 
tried printing, collage and a range of painting techniques.   

 
 Year 9  students are focusing on Graffiti and ‘doodle’ art 
in the style of Jon Burgerman.  They have been exploring a 
wide range of ways of creating exciting doodle characters. 

GCSE and ‘A’ level students have 
had a busy time preparing for 

their final exams and were able 
to celebrate their efforts with 

family and friends at the 
Exhibition open evening in May.   

Art 
 

KS3 students have been working on a range of 
exciting projects this term: 
 Year 7  have continued with their work looking at colour and have 
explored the work of artists such as Henri Matisse and Picasso.   

 



 

  Media 
 

Our most recent phone game, Truck 
Mania by Antony Lamb in Year 11, is 
now on the Play Store at: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/d
etails?id=com.whsgames.Truck_Mania
&hl=en_GB with an animated advert 
hopefully coming to the website soon.  

In March, eight Broadcast and Studio 
students travelled to the Media Live! 
Conference in Paris, where they were 
lucky enough to stay at Euro Disney.   

The conference offered them a great 
opportunity to learn more about the world of 
television sports journalists, long form 
documentary and an insight into the world of 
the British Board of Film Classification.  They 
also got the chance to spend some time 
exploring Euro Disney, which was a lot of fun. 

We were visited by a BBC news crew ahead of 
BBC News Report Day, and five students from 
Year 8 interviewed ex-WHS student Lauren 
Paige for a report for BBC local news.  They 
discussed Lauren’s career in journalism and her 
own participation in News Report Day when she 
was a Year 8 student herself. 

Broadcast and Studio students have been busy 
creating adverts and promos for Hesket 
Newmarket Brewery and Syd & Co.  All the 
students agree that working with real clients is 
more exciting and that they enjoy the genuine 
feedback they get about the work they produce.   

Year 10 games are nearing 
completion and we are expecting to 
have a new batch of games on the 
Play Store soon after that.  

The Guitar Hero competition is in full 
swing, with finals coming up soon, 
and lunchtime gaming sessions 
continue to be very popular. 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.whsgames.Truck_Mania&hl=en_GB
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.whsgames.Truck_Mania&hl=en_GB
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.whsgames.Truck_Mania&hl=en_GB


 

  

This year students from 
across the school have 
taken part in the United 
Kingdom Mathematics 
Trust competitions. 
We had 30 volunteers take part 
in the Intermediate Challenge 
from Years 9, 10 and 11.  
Rebecca Robinson of Year 11 
was the best performing student 
in the school and she was one of 
17 students who received 
certificates for their strong 
performances.  Gregg Blenkinsop 
was the top performing student 
in Year 10 and Daniel Smith was 
the top performing student in 
Year 9. 

We had 40 volunteers from 
Years 7 and 8 who chose to 
represent the school in the 
Junior Challenge.  The students 
are feeling confident and we are 
eagerly awaiting their results. 

 

Students were awarded their 
Open Award Qualifications on 
Thursday, 14 April.  
These were achieved by three students: Stephen 
Allan; Joseph Thomson; and Callum Cherry; through 
Brampton Community Centre Youth Project staff 
who deliver these qualifications.   

Community links to the school and personalised 
education  have been strengthened through the 
delivery of these programmes and qualifications 
and the school would like to thank Mrs Cousins and 
Mrs Stephenson-Bell for their continued hard work. 

Ten students from across the year groups represented 
WHS in the Davey Veitch Memorial football tournament 
at the Sands Centre on 16 March. This is an event 
specifically for people with disabilities. 

‘Team Inspire’ played nine matches with great sportsmanship and 
managed to win five of these. However, winning was not the main 
aim; the event was to provide an opportunity for students to enjoy a 
team sport and show off their unique abilities and come away with a 
sense of achievement, which was certainly the case for the WHS 
students. More than 70 students from schools across the country 
played in the tournament against each other. The students reported 
a fantastic day and can’t wait for the next event. 

 

+ Maths = 
 



 

  

Though emotional, Janine was very open about her 
feelings towards her fellow Poles, German soldiers, the 
family who betrayed her family, religion and the 
intolerance still facing many groups around the world 
today.  She admitted that, although she can now talk 
about her experiences, she finds it too difficult to read 
about or watch, and at times she will get upset when 
sharing her testimony.   

The afternoon concluded with a huge thank you from the 
staff and students and two of our Year 10 History 
students presented her with a thank you gift and a 
donation from the school for the Jewish Memorial 
Foundation.  After a second round of rapturous applause 
many students personally thanked and hugged Janine, 
who was overwhelmed by the maturity and intelligence 
that they had displayed.   

History 
 

To mark Holocaust Remembrance Day at 
the end of January over 300 students from 
Years 10-13 joined the History Department 
to listen to the testimony of Janine Webber, 
a Holocaust survivor.  The afternoon, which 
was organised through the Holocaust 
Educational Trust, ran alongside a series of 
assemblies delivered by four of our Sixth 
Form students who recently visited 
Auschwitz-Birkenau.   

83 year old Janine, who is originally from Lwow, Poland 
(now part of the Ukraine), explained the reasons behind 
why she had decided, after over fifty years of silence,  to 
share her testimony with students and adults through 
the HET.  It was her twin sons who had encouraged her 
to write and speak about her family’s ordeal during the 
Second World War.  Janine talked about how, with 
counselling and the support of her family, talking through 
her experiences helped her to deal with the physical and 
emotional pain she feels on a daily basis.  The respect 
and sensitivity the students exhibited as Janine talked to 
them about losing both parents and her younger brother 
was commendable. 

Following this, she invited the students to ask questions 
and during the half hour that followed a stream of 
thought-provoking and emotionally charged questions 
were put to her.  

Sharing Memories of the Holocaust  

Janine was an inspiration to us all; an incredible 
woman who gave us a truly moving afternoon and 
one which our staff and students will never forget. 



 

  

The trip, which is now in its third year, 
provides students with an opportunity to 
visit many of the key sites they study as 
part of their GCSE course and allows 
them to fully experience the impact of 
the Cold War on Germany in the 
aftermath of WW2.   

During the 4 day trip the group visited a 
range of historical sites which included 
the Reichstag, Brandenburg Gate, 
Checkpoint Charlie, Sony Centre and the 
Mitre District. 

The fact that they also managed 
to keep up with the endless 
amount of walking, without 
complaint, is to their credit, as 
staff put them through their 
paces and walked them the 
length and breadth of Berlin in an 
effort to see as much of the city 
as possible!  It was once again a 
pleasure to take the students 
away and we hope they gained a 
lot from the experience. 

The group also undertook a tour 
of an underground nuclear 
bunker and the Sachsenhausen 
Memorial, previously a 
concentration camp during the 
Second World War.   

The students were an excellent 
bunch who really took on board 
the vast amounts of information 
made available to them at the 
museums, memorials and sites 
visited.   

On the Friday before February half-term, after 
a traditionally early start, 39 Year 11 students 

and 4 members of staff departed school for 
the History Department’s annual trip to Berlin. 

 



 

  

experience in the field and a chance to build on and 
apply their own knowledge. In spite of frozen feet and 
hands, the fieldwork was carried out quickly and 
efficiently and the teams collected the data that now 
needs to be analysed. 

The year 12 students are now looking forward to the 
week in Southern France where they will hopefully 
enjoy fieldwork in shorts and T-shirts. 

In March Year 12 geographers 
headed for Keskadale Beck in the 
picturesque Newlands Valley south 
of Keswick to carry out a river study.  

 

The weather, although VERY cold, was in the most part 
dry and did not deter this hardy bunch of Cumbrians 
who were well equipped with an interesting variety of 
bobble hats and colourful wellies. Everyone had a 
successful day despite the conditions. 

Data was collected to see if the Newlands Beck 
conforms to Bradshaw’s model of an idealised stream. 
A variety of geographical equipment (including 
Shannon the duck) was used giving everyone more 

Geography  
 



 

 

  Science 

The Science department has been working hard 
adapting our schemes of work at both KS3 and KS4 to 
match the changing demands of the new curriculum.   

The continuation of additional challenge that is being put 
into the science curriculum has made us realise that 
students require access to support material that aids self-
study and helps recap content covered in lessons.  We are 
also aware that the changes to a linear assessment model 
also make the need for effective revision resources be 
available for our students so that they can prepare 
effectively with ongoing revision through the courses.  
Firefly, our school VLE, is being continually updated with 
more and more content to help students with this challenge. 
We would like to encourage all students, parents and carers 
to access the resources and use these to help the students’ 
achievements in science.  We would also welcome any 
feedback on how user friendly the Science section is as well 
as ideas on how it could be further improved. 

Year 7 students are starting to get 
excited about the visit to Paris and 
Disneyland in July.  One of the students 
told me that she has already packed! 

We have a Bateau Mouche boat trip on the Seine 
and visits planned to the Montmartre area, the Arc-
de-Triomphe, a shopping centre and a full day of fun 
in Disneyland, taking in not only the rides and 
attractions but also the parade and the Disney 
celebration with fireworks at the end of the day.    

Primary French Taster Session 
A fun-filled time was had by a selection of pupils 
from Fir Ends, Irthington, Lees Hill, Longtown and 
Great Corby Primary Schools as they embarked on 
a taster session in French on 20th April.   

The session started with the pupils introducing 
themselves, shaking hands and learning each other’s 
names.  We played games with Petit Nicolas, sang a 
French song and did a little bit of dancing!!  There 
was a little competition; boys against girls. Craig and 
Maya, two Year 12 students who study French, led 
their groups in the challenge. They were both very 
impressed with the primary pupils.  The pupils were 
given a little activity to complete at home along with 
their conversation to practise and we look forward 
to seeing them here at WHS in September.   



 

  Computing 
 

Year 10 ICT students are studying the INGOTs Level 2 
vocational qualification in Open Systems and Enterprise.  

This is a credit-based qualification which means that the 
students themselves can control how quickly they complete the 
course and gain their qualification. There are 32 possible Units 
from which students can generally choose – with advice from 
their teacher – with differing credit values. The students choose 
the context for the Unit, and with their teacher they study the 
skills they need. Ideally they will be creating solutions to 
problems of their own, such as working out a spreadsheet to 
budget for a redecoration of their bedroom, or a family holiday, 
but they can also choose from a range of scenarios that are 
provided by their teacher. 

Some of the successful students in Year 10 INGOTS ICT 

We have been uploading their work thus far for 
checking by the moderator – and to the credit of our 
students the work thus far has been cleared as 
successful!  

Of course, there is always more to do. They face 
their only exam in the next few weeks (mock first, 
then the real thing), then it’s on to the next 
coursework assignments to complete the number of 
credits they want to gain their best marks. At this 
rate, though, some of them may well be studying 
towards A Level credits (Level 3) before they finish 
Year 11! 

In April our Year 12 students were visited by Chris and 
Pete Lloyd, a local couple who came to speak about 
their experiences of volunteering with Carlisle Refugee 
Action Group.   

They spoke about having been moved by the television reports last 
year of refugees drowning in the Mediterranean, and the dreadful 
conditions of those camping near Calais.  They came to tell us about 
travelling with Carlisle Refugee Action Group to the ‘Jungle’ camp near 
Calais to support those living in squalid conditions.   

Their visit to school was organised with the help of Rev. Edward 
Johnsen, who interviewed Mr and Mrs Lloyd as part of the Year 12 PD+ 
programme.  The students asked some brilliant questions about the 
current crisis. It was clear that there are no easy answers to the 
situation and not everyone agreed about how best to handle it, but it 
was fascinating to hear from people who had been and experienced it 
first-hand. 



  

There were several fast-paced sessions on 
different topic areas which helped clarify and 
review all the areas of the specification along 
with revision materials that the students could 
take home with them. 

The sessions included: 

Marketing - This session focused on the key 
marketing concepts including pricing strategies, 
the market, price and income elasticity of 
demand and the Boston Matrix.   

Finance - This was an intensive session which 
covered those areas many students struggle 
with: budgets, variance analysis, contribution, 
break-even, profit, raising finance and methods 
of improving profitability.   

Managing People - HRM topics included 
centralisation/ decentralisation, motivation, 
organisational design and training. 

Ingredients for Success at AS - Throughout this 
session exam skills were considered: strategies 
to create the perfect paragraph; how to 
integrate context and build a logical chain of 
argument; the difference between a level 2 
and level 4 response for a 10 mark question 
and, finally, how to successfully tackle the 20 
mark question! 

BTEC Childcare Course 

 

 

We have enjoyed doing childcare for the past two 

years, and we have all been out to different places 

for work experience.  For example, one placement 

was at Castle Carrock Primary School to work in 

classes 1, 2 and 3.  This was a fantastic 

opportunity to see things from a practitioner’s 

point of view rather than a child’s.   

We have loved having visitors in to school so we 

can observe their children and learn how they play 

and interact with other people. One-year-old Sofia 

came in with her Mum Steph and we found that 

she was advanced in some areas of her 

development.  She was lots of fun and enjoyed 

playing with the toys her Mum brought in.  

We have learned about children from the ages of 

0-8 and how they play and develop over 8 years.  

It is a really good subject to study if you want to 

go into teaching or any work with children as you 

learn how to support them and about the 

background to how they grow.  In year 10 you do 

an exam which is one third of the course. The 

other two units are assignments which are on play 

and supporting children.   

Abbie Karam, Davina McLaughlin,  
Alice Mason, Kara Dalgleish,  
Rebecca Scott, Robyn Warwick, 
Dana Wilson, Samantha Robson, 
Samantha Bell, Charlie Murphy. 

 

 

AS Business Studies 
students attended a revision 
workshop at the Metro 
Centre which focused on 
preparing them for their 
exams in June.   

 

Overall we have really 

enjoyed doing this 

course because it was 

so interesting and 

helpful for later life.  



 

 

  

Three students from William Howard 
School attended the Tennis Leaders’ 
course, organised by the Carlisle 
School Games Organiser.  

The first part of the course was held at Bitts Park 
Tennis Dome.  Students had the opportunity to 
develop their knowledge and confidence in 
officiating tennis games, whilst also working 
with other students from a variety of schools.  
Aimee Burrus, Freya Green and Tilly-Anne Fisher 
(all Year 8 students) attended the event.  

The second part of the course was held at the 
Sands Centre, Carlisle, during the mini red tennis 
competition for small schools, part of the 
Carlisle School Games.  All three girls officiated 
children's games in the morning, then after 
lunch they helped the primary school children 
improve their tennis skills.   

The Davies Cup was also at the Sands Centre as 
part of the tour.  Students had the opportunity 
to get up close to the Cup, a brilliant inspiration 
and motivator for our future tennis players – 
well done girls! 

 

In March we were fortunate to have three students 
representing Cumbria at the ESAA National Cross Country 
Championships, which is the most eagerly anticipated event 
of the winter for young athletes.  There were 45 counties in 
England competing for the honour of being the best in the 
country, with athletes already having to compete at a regional 
selection level.  Daisy Barnes (Year 11) finished 276th out of 
350 runners.  Will Marshall (Year 12) finished 189th out of 310 
competitors and Melissa Bills (Year 7) finished in 22nd place in 
her event.  Well done to the trio. 

 
Congratulations to Year 10 students Scott Evans and Georgia 
Campbell for making the Cumbria Combined events team.  The 
selection meeting was held over 2 days at Copeland Stadium in 
Whitehaven during some blustery winter weather in April. 

The PE department continues to work 
tirelessly supporting the great success we 
have had in sport this term and last term. 

Throughout the summer season we enjoy 
cricket, rounders, tennis and athletic fixtures. 
Remember – it is not too late to start a sport.  

Head to PE to find out when clubs are running. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

In April there was the KS1 multi skills festival in which over 300 pupils from reception, year 1 and year 2 
participated. The first week the weather was favourable, however the weather in the second week was 
not so clement but nevertheless the pupils taking part on that day  worked well in some very cold and 
windy conditions!  A range of activities were organised to enable the pupils to develop their throwing, 
catching, agility and balancing skills and the pupils are certainly keen to learn.  

In March the school organised a basketball and hockey festival for 
Year 5 and Year 6 pupils from six of our feeder primary schools. 

The school has been the location for a number of 
sporting events for our local primary schools. 

Tickets on sale through the PE department 

 



  

Music 
 

In late April the school held two concerts to celebrate and 
showcase the great talent and musical prowess of its 
students.  On the Wednesday the following sections played 
two or three pieces each:  Orchestra, Flute Group, Junior 
Windband, String Group and Brass Group; a parent 
commented on the significant strides the Junior Windband 
had made since the last concert and all musicians 
performed well. 

On the Thursday it was the turn of the following sections to 
perform to an appreciative audience:  Senior Windband, 
Choir, Sax. Group, Clarinet Group and vocalist Jess 
Crowther.  The Senior Windband’s execution of the “Pirates 
of the Caribbean” theme was a real favourite with the 
audience.  The sixth form music students, who are leaving 
William Howard School this year, presented gifts to their 
Music teachers and tutors in appreciation for the support, 
tuition and guidance afforded them during their time at the 
school.  In turn we wish them well in their futures at 
university and in the workplace. 

Also in early May there was an Acoustic Night, organised by 
Lewis Quinn, a Year 13 student, in aid of Shelter. 

Forthcoming events in the music calendar are the Junior 
Instrumental week and concert towards the end of June and 
the concert to be given by the Tour Band just before the end 
of term.  There will also be a KS3 concert. 

Sixth Form students on the BTEC Music 
course are encouraged to spread their 
wings and seek out opportunities to 
perform beyond the comfortable school 
environment.  As a result, an enterprising 
group in Year 12 booked out the Brickyard 
in Carlisle and, along with a range of 
musicians from William Howard School 
and Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, 
Penrith, performed to a packed house on 
the evening of 23rd March.   

Bands were well-rehearsed and sounded 
amazing in the professional venue.  Our 
very own Sarah Ledger offered her 
expertise as compere on the night which 
added a gloss to the whole event.  A huge 
well done to all involved – a musical and 
commercial triumph! 

 



 The Sixth Form  

  

Students in the Sixth Form have been preparing hard over 
recent months for AS, A2 and BTEC exams which have now 
started. Over one hundred students are hoping to secure first 
choice university places and others hope to embark upon 
exciting apprenticeships and employment in the near future.  
We wish them all well whatever their future pathway may be. 

Alongside exams, there continues to be a wide range of 
activities ongoing in many areas.  A group of students are 
finalising plans for the biennial Tanzanian Link visit to Africa 
later in the term.  The Young Enterprise Team have had 
notable success in the area finals with James Bell scooping the 
prestigious Student of the Year award. In the course of the 
next few weeks the Amnesty Group will welcome local MP 
Rory Stewart to the school for debate about some of the 
pressing issues around human rights around the world.  

Our Young Enterprise Team, Re-Inventions, 
won one of the three top awards at the 
Young Enterprise Area Finals held in March. 

WHS presented first and delivered a professional 
and well delivered presentation to the judges 
and dignitaries including the Mayor of Carlisle.  
James Bell won the Student of the Year Award.  
Each school taking part in the competition 
nominated which student in their Team has 
benefitted the most from Young Enterprise and 
this was judged on the student’s journey 
throughout the competition.   

The team worked really hard ensuring they 
represented the school to the highest 
standard.  The overall winning team in the area 
finals was Appleby Grammar School who had 
continued with the competition after being hit 
by the floods at the end of last year.  The 
runners up were Nelson Thomlinson School.   

The team also attended the Cumbrian Finals in 
May and from that two members of the Team 
are now nominated for the national Young 
Enterprise Journey Award - Andy Reynolds and 
James Bell.  A great achievement for them both. 

 
Re-invention Team Members: 

• Georgina Cruse - Managing Director 
• Benjamin Cornwall - Deputy Managing & 

Operations Director 
• James Bell - Secretary 
• Andrew Reynolds -  Finance & Information 

Technology Director 
• Carl Osgood - Sales Director 
• Chloe Gemmell - Marketing Director 

 

It’s that time of year again when a new Sixth Form 
Leadership Team, driven by the Head Boy and Head Girl 
will take the mantle from the departing Year 13 Team.   

Chris Moss (Head Boy), Niobe Dodd (Head Girl), Emily 
Batchelor, Jonathan Dixon, Helen Astle, Rebecca Little, Callum 
Kennedy and Nick Hodgson have been fantastic representatives 
of their peers and the school over the last 12 months and a big 
thank you and good luck for the future goes to them.  Stepping 
into their shoes will be Zara Holliday (Head Girl), Nathan Wright 
(Head Boy), Liam Rudd, Georgina Cruse, Toby Fretwell, Beth 
Burrus, James Bell and Faye Williams. We wish them all the 
best with this exciting opportunity. 

All indications are that we will be welcoming a fabulous group 
of our current Year 11 students alongside some new students 
to the school in September.  A lot of careful work has been 
done by the Year 11 and Sixth Form pastoral teams to deliver 
the right advice and guidance to ensure that they make a great 
success of their time over the next two years. 

 

New Head Boy, Nathan Wright 



 

  

The team has a varied programme ahead of 
them in Tanzania including school and home 
visits, project work, walks around the area of 
Uru North to find out about the community and 
a safari.  Everyone is hoping (cloud cover and 
weather permitting) for regular sightings of 
Mount Kilimanjaro from the bottom of the 
garden at Usagara (the house in the midst of a 
coffee plantation and the base for the team 
during the stay). 

We wish them a happy and successful visit 
and hope they return with lasting memories 
of another wonderful exchange. 

The team are 
excitedly looking 
forward to their 
visit later in the 

summer to 
Tanzania and 

meeting friends at 
Uru Secondary 

School near Moshi.     

 All the students have done well with their fund-
raising efforts.  Final vaccinations are being given 
and decisions made on anti-malaria medication.  
A comprehensive kit list should ensure that 
everyone is well equipped.   

As part of the preparations, a residential weekend 
based at Bassenthwaite in the Lake District took 
place at the end of March.  Simple, basic 
accommodation prepared them for a period when 
they won’t have all the comforts and facilities of 
home.  A fell walk on the Saturday tested their 
physical capabilities and team spirit and there was 
also much discussion about the forthcoming trip.  
First Aid training took place on the Sunday. 

Tanzanian 



 

  
The Duke of Edinburgh Award 
has proved to be popular with 
our students again this year.  
Back in September we took on 41 students who wanted to 
complete their Silver Award.  After a number of training and 
planning sessions in school, and a morning out on the fells 
near Caldbeck, they were ready for their practice expeditions.  
These took place over two weekends in April.  Both events 
provided challenging experiences for the participants.  The 
weather did its best to deter them and the routes that they 
took were quite tough in their own right.  Despite the 
conditions all groups completed their expeditions successfully 
and with a great sense of achievement.  The next step is for 
them to plan their qualifying expeditions which will take place 
at the beginning of July.  They also have to organise and 
complete their Volunteering, Physical and Skills sections.  
After the May half term we will be offering Year 9 students 
the opportunity to start their Bronze awards.  We also have a 
group of sixth formers planning to complete their qualifying 
expedition in early July. 

Since the start of the school year a number of students have 
completed their awards. Eleven at Bronze level, eight at Silver 
level and four at Gold.  Well done to them for this 
achievement. 

THE DUKE OF 
EDINBURGH’S AWARD 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

  

Carlisle United in the LRC 
On 5 May the LRC hosted a visit of four 
players from Carlisle United Football 
Club, who joined a class of year 7 
students reading in the library.  

The visit was part of the summer reading 
competition initiative, which aims to use 
students’ love of football to boost literacy. The 
players sat down with the students to read, to 
talk about books and they later signed shirts and 
workbooks. Mrs Tracey Hill, the WHS Literacy 
Officer, who is behind the scheme and who 
organised the event, can be seen talking about 
this latest move to improve our students’ 
literacy on YouTube at 
:www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojlNQjsVlxM.  We 
are now looking forward to books flying off the 
shelves when the next stage of the scheme, the 
Literacy and Football Reading Competition, gets 
under way later in the year. 

Check out our new LRC 
webpage on Firefly! 

You can now search the library catalogue, 
scroll through the recommended book titles 

and check the latest offers from the Scholastic 
Book Club. More features coming soon! 

 

Read all about it… 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojlNQjsVlxM


 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

    

 

 

 

    

Celebrating Shakespeare  

 

Sixteen WHS pupils are currently 
reading and reviewing the eight 
shortlisted titles.  Two of them will 
be selected to represent our school 
at the Spellbinding Award Day (15 
June, Penrith Methodist Hall), when 
they will meet up with students from 
other Cumbrian schools to discuss 
the shortlisted books and to vote for 
the best title of 2016.  The Master of 
Ceremony will be the author, film 
maker and Everest climber Matt 
Dickinson.  Matt’s first book in his 
Everest Files series (all available from 
the LRC) was one of the shortlisted 
titles in Spellbinding last year.  

In late April we commemorated the 400th anniversary of 
Shakespeare’s death.  This special anniversary year 
celebrates his legacy with a range of exciting new exhibitions 
and events including a new immersive theatrical experience 
at the Royal Shakespeare Company; a re-imagining of 
Shakespeare’s final home, New Place, and Shakespeare’s 
Schoolroom will open for the first time to the general public. 

Across school there were activities taking place in subject 
areas, assemblies and within the Learning Resource Centre. 

Aimee Lockwood (Year 8) was the overall winner of the 
Shakespeare knowledge quiz, with 100% correct answers. 
There was a small prize and House points for each participant.    

Spellbinding Reading Challenge 
Each year, during the spring and summer terms, a 

group of keen readers from Years 7, 8 and 9 
participate in the Spellbinding Reading Challenge, 

which is a reading-for-pleasure initiative across 
secondary schools in Cumbria. 
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Recommended Summer Reads for KS3 
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