
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
9 February 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Ofsted Inspection – 23 & 24 January 2012 
 
Ofsted will be publishing the Inspection Report on Monday, 13 February.  A copy of the 
Report is available for all parents, carers, students and staff on the school website from noon 
on Friday, 10 February.  If you would like a paper copy of the Report please contact us on 
Tel: 016977 45397. 
 
Ofsted introduced a new framework for inspection in January 2012 so we were lucky enough 
to be randomly chosen to be one of the first schools inspected under the new regime!  There 
are now four key judgments: Attainment, Quality of Teaching, Behaviour & Safety and 
Leadership & Management.  The inspection grades are as follows: 
 

1  Outstanding      2  Good      3  Satisfactory      4  Inadequate 

The judgements made about William Howard School were: 
 
Overall Effectiveness  Good 
Achievement of Pupils Outstanding 
Quality of Teaching  Good 
Behaviour & Safety of Pupils Good 
Leadership & Management Good 
 
A copy of the letter to students from Peter Cox, the Lead Inspector, is available on the 
school website. 
 
Please see overleaf for some key quotes from the Ofsted Report. 
 
I should like to take this opportunity to thank the staff and students for all their efforts during 
the Inspection process; a very positive and pleasing result for the school. 
 
I hope that you all have a lovely half term holiday. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Lorrayne Hughes (Mrs) 
Headteacher 
           PTO 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Key quotes from the Ofsted Report:- 
 
 

Students’ achievement over time is outstanding overall.  The mature attitude, resilience 
and application of most students allow them to learn exceptionally well. 
 
Teaching is good overall, including in the sixth form, with some that is outstanding. 
 
Attainment over the last three years has been high.  The proportion of students securing 
five grade Cs and above, including English and Mathematics, has remained above 
average and significantly so since 2009. 
 
Achievement in lessons is outstanding, as is often the case, when the teaching is strong 
and students apply their wide-ranging skills to good effect. 
 
Many teachers demonstrate strong subject knowledge and deliver their lessons with an 
obvious passion for their subject. 
 
Expectations are often high and good relationships allow learning to take place in a calm 
and secure environment. 
 
The strength of the curriculum is seen in the outstanding achievement of students, who 
are highly motivated and demonstrate considerable self-management skills that help to 
ensure that all students at the end of Key Stages 4 and 5 progress on to further 
education, training or employment. 
 
Students’ very positive attitudes to learning allow most of them to secure outstanding 
achievement over time. 
 
Attendance is above average and punctuality is good. 
 
The school is demonstrating good capacity to secure further improvement. 

 
 


