
2 June 2015 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
We have now received the final report from Ofsted following our inspection on Wednesday, 
6 May 2015 and I am pleased to share this with you. The report will be published on the 
Ofsted website in the next 5 days. However, we are allowed to distribute it to parents and 
carers in advance. 
 
This inspection was carried out under the Section 8 Ofsted Framework for Inspections. It 
was a monitoring visit that focused on the effectiveness of our Pupil Premium and 
Disadvantaged student provision. As such, there is no grade issued but instead a set of 
recommendations along with commentary on the inspectors’ findings while they were with 
us. 
 
Please take time to read the report as it sets out where we currently are as a school in these 
key areas. It reflects the huge amount of work that has taken place in the last year to 
continue our move forward as a school.  What should be pleasing for everyone involved with 
the school is that the report recognises the rapid progress we have made in the last year in 
the areas highlighted and the positive impact that this has on all students.   
 
Special mention was made of a number of strengths at William Howard School aimed at 
ensuring its disadvantaged students achieve their potential. These included: 
 

 Strong pastoral support for looked after children to help to support their learning and 
increase their attendance; 

 Excellent safeguarding arrangements for all students; 

 Committed leadership by the Head of School and senior team in improving the 
achievement of disadvantaged students; 

 Robust and well supported transition for students moving from Key Stage 4 to Key 
Stage 5, which includes strong information, advice and guidance; 

 Timely and well-focused co-ordination by leaders and teaching staff, which results in 
disadvantaged pupils gaining the appropriate support to make progress; 

 The reflective pursuit of best practice and openness to new ideas. 
 

We will continue to strive towards our aim of providing outstanding outcomes for all our 
students. This is an exciting time for the school and I look forward to continuing our success 
in the coming years. 
 
Once again, thank you for your continued support. The report can be found here 
www.williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk.  If you would like a paper copy of the report please 
contact us on Tel: 016977 45700.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Domenic Volpe 
Head of School 

http://www.williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk/

