
 

Information Evening 

For more information,  

contact the Sixth Form Office: 

Call: 016977 45779 

Email: tswan@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk 

Visit: www.williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk  
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English E6, E7 

History H7 

Geography H1 

Languages L1 

Music PA1, PA2 

Drama, Dance & 
Performing Arts PA4 

Biology S2 

Chemistry S5 

Physics S4 

Applied Science S1 

Law & Psychology SS1 

Business & Economics SS2 

Maths M3 

Media Med3, TV Studio 

EPQ Med 1 

PE Med2 

Computing IT3 

DT Textiles T4 

DT Product Design T5/T6 

Art, Photography A3 

Health & Social Care, 
Childcare, Sociology IT2 

Philosophy R3 

Booking an interview appointment Sixth Form Centre 
 

Refreshments Café 6 (Donations towards Tanzania Link) 

Information Evening - MAP 



 

 

 
Welcome to William Howard School, a school that has a proud 

history of providing a truly holistic post-16 education for young 

people in the Brampton area and beyond.  Outstanding academic and 

vocational qualifications lie at the heart of a rich curriculum at Key 

Stage 5.  The school’s examination results are consistently strong and 

frequently amongst the best in the region. We prepare students 

outstandingly well for the next stage in their education, training or 

employment.  Our curriculum is constantly under review to meet the 

needs of young adults in a world of fast paced change. 

There is excellent pastoral care in our Sixth Form as well as high 

quality learning support. Inclusion is at the heart of our ethos and we 

believe that every student should have access to a rich and diverse 

curriculum as well as broader opportunities including Work 

Experience that provides high quality personal development. Our 

pathways approach to our curriculum offers more than 30 different 

A-Level and BTEC courses. There are also lots of opportunities to 

achieve additional qualifications such as The Arkwright Scholarship, 

Arts Award and graded Music awards. 

The school has approximately 225 students studying in the Sixth 

Form and the strength of their outcomes means that invariably they 

go on to study at many of the country’s top universities as well as 

into high quality apprenticeships and employment.  There is a 

dedicated Sixth Form Centre at William Howard School comprising a 

Study Centre and café. However, Sixth Form students play a full and 

active part in whole school activities, adopting effective roles in 

student leadership. 

Opportunities away from study to enhance skills include The Duke of 

Edinburgh Award Scheme, Amnesty International, Debating Society, 

and the Sixth Form magazine ‘The Review’.  There are sporting and 

fitness activities, Music, Drama and foreign trips and exchanges to 

places such as Tanzania, Taiwan, Hungary, France and Italy. 

This is a great time to be part of our dynamic Sixth Form; our 

outstanding curriculum alongside our well-developed enrichment 

programme, student support, advice and guidance provides young 

people with an excellent opportunity to maximise their achievement 

and personal development.  

 

Following the initial 

welcome in the 

Performance Hall, there 

will be staff in subject 

areas to give you 

information about 

specific subjects. 

In many areas, there 

will be a rolling 

programme of 

presentations within 

the departments 

throughout the evening. 

Further information can 

be found in the 

departments. 

 



 

Key Stage 5 Options 2018   

 

Dear Parent  

At William Howard School we understand the importance of supporting students through the choices that will 

determine their journey through the next stage of their school experience and beyond. The option process has 

been designed to provide the structure, advice and guidance needed to make informed decisions about the 

qualifications that will be studied. We advise students to maintain a broad and balanced choice of subjects to 

ensure that future pathways are kept open and choices are well informed to prepare for the next stage of 

education, employment or training. 

This introduction will provide information to support students and parents through the options process.  

 

The Process 

The application for a place in William Howard Sixth Form has started with students already receiving a variety of 

advice and guidance inputs. All Year 11 students have also had the opportunity to give an indication of what 

subjects they would like to study next year through online options questionnaires.  

During the Sixth Form Information Evening staff will be on hand to offer advice and guidance about the different 

courses available.  

Following the evening, we recommend that students continue to seek advice and guidance from current students 

studying the different subjects, future career websites, teachers, Universities/Colleges and of course you as 

parents. All students and parents will have the opportunity to meet with one of the Sixth Form Team who will 

support and inform your choices further.  

We ask that reserve choices are submitted and chosen with the same rigour as first choices.  

Please be aware that some subject combinations may not be possible and all courses will depend on viable 

numbers as to whether they are finally offered.  

The Year Group Team will continuously work with all students throughout the options process to ensure 

appropriate choices are made and supported.  

Final option choice letters will be distributed in the 

Summer term.  

 

All option choices must be submitted  

via our online application system before 

Friday, 23 February 2018.              

 

 

SIXTH FORM  

INFORMATION EVENING 

Wednesday, 17 January 2018 

 6.00pm:  Introductory Talk  

 6.30pm & 7.00pm:  The University 

of Leeds on Choosing A-Levels  

 



The Compulsory Core Curriculum 

All students will study a core curriculum made up of the following subjects: 

 Personal Development  

 Sport or other enrichment activity 

 GCSE re-sit Maths or English (if a 4 or above has not been achieved in the subject at the end of KS4).  

Students who do not achieve a 4 in both English and Maths would not normally study in William Howard 

Sixth Form unless there are exceptional circumstances. Please consult the Sixth Form Team for further 

guidance 

 

The Options Curriculum  

The overarching requirement to secure a place in the William Howard 

Sixth Form is 5 GCSE 4/C grades or equivalent unless there are 

extraordinary circumstances. In addition, we have provided subject 

entry guidance to highlight the expectation for each individual 

course. This guidance is based on many years of analysis of the likely 

success in individual subjects in relation to prior attainment. Detailed 

subject guidance is available on the school website. 

William Howard School is committed to providing Independent 

Advice and Guidance (IAG) to all our students at all stages of the 

process. 

 

Your Choices 

Students who have a GCSE average outcome of 6/B or higher.  

Students are expected to study FOUR Level 3 courses. Additional to 

the four chosen courses students will be expected to participate in an 

hour of compulsory enrichment activity per week. Students will also 

receive an hour of compulsory Personal Development each week 

throughout Year 12 and Year 13.  

 

Students who have a GCSE average outcome of below 6/B.  

We firmly believe that a curriculum is driven by the needs of the 

student which is why we offer students the opportunity to study a 

range of subjects that will suit both the practical and academic 

learner.  

Students are expected to study THREE Level 3 courses plus an 

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) or GCSE Maths or English should 

they not have achieved a Level 4 in the Summer. The EPQ is a one 

year study programme and is equivalent to half an A-Level. 

In addition, students will be expected to participate in an hour of 

compulsory enrichment activity per week. Students will receive an 

hour of Personal Development with their Form Tutor each week.  

 

COURSES OFFERED: 

AS/A LEVEL  

 Art 

 Biology 

 Business 

 Chemistry 

 Drama and Theatre Studies 

 Dance 

 Economics 

 English Language 

 English Literature  

 Extended Project 

 French 

 Geography 

 German 

 History 

 Law 

 Maths 

 Further Maths 

 Mathematical Studies (Core Maths) 

 Media Studies 

 Music 

 Philosophy 

 Photography 

 Physical Education 

 Physics  

 Product Design (DT)  

 Psychology 

 Sociology 

 

BTEC LEVEL 3 COURSES: 

 Applied Science  

 Broadcast and Studio 

 Children’s, Play, Learning & Development 

 Health & Social Care 

 IT 

 Music  

 Performing Arts 

 Sport 

 Video Games Production 



The Russell Group 

The Russell Group represents 24 leading UK universities committed to maintaining the very best research, an 

outstanding teaching and learning experience and unrivalled links with business and the public sector. 

Russell Group universities play a major role in the intellectual, cultural and economic life of the UK and have an 

international reputation for the high quality of their research and teaching. In an increasingly global higher 

education market, they attract the very best academics and students from around the world, as well as 

investment from multinational, research intensive businesses. 

Russell Group universities have a huge impact on the social, economic and cultural well-being of their regions, yet 

also influence and achieve impact on a truly global scale. By virtue of their size and the quality of their research 

and teaching, Russell Group universities create and catalyse a diverse range of economic activity which has a 

major impact on the economy of the UK. 

The full list of Russell Group members is as follows: 

 University of Birmingham 

 University of Bristol 

 University of Cambridge 

 Cardiff University 

 Durham University 

 University of Edinburgh 

 University of Exeter 

 University of Glasgow 

 Imperial College London 

 King's College London 

 University of Leeds 

 University of Liverpool 

 London School of Economics & Political Science 

 University of Manchester 

 Newcastle University 

 University of Nottingham 

 University of Oxford 

 Queen Mary, University of London 

 Queen's University Belfast 

 University of Sheffield 

 University of Southampton 

 University College London 

 University of Warwick 

 University of York 

 

Facilitating Subjects 

Some advanced level subjects are more frequently required for entry to degree courses than others. The Russell 

Group Universities call these subjects ‘facilitating’ because choosing them at advanced level leaves open a wide 

range of options for university study. These facilitating subjects are: Biology, Chemistry, English Literature, 

Geography, History, Physics, Modern and Classical Languages, Maths and Further Maths. 

If you don’t know what you want to study at university then it’s a really good rule of thumb that taking two 

facilitating subjects will keep a wide range of degree courses open to you. 

  

http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/


Work Experience and Work Ready Skills 

High quality Work Experience is becoming increasingly important for school leavers as currency in moving onto 

the next stage in their education, employment or training. Equally, Work Experience can be done in a variety of 

settings and at different times. Therefore, we are committed to encouraging and supporting students to 

participate in well thought-out Work Experience at various times of the year. Please see the Sixth Form Team for 

more details. It is important to balance the benefits of Work Experience with the costs of missing school time so 

we insist that Work Experience must not impact lessons, examinations or any other timetabled activity. Please see 

the Sixth Form Team for further information. 

Work ready skills, such as interview preparation and how to write a CV prepare students for the world of work, 

and make them ‘stand out from the crowd’. We offer support to all students through the Personal Development+ 

Programme and in a bespoke fashion to ensure that they can make a successful and seamless transition from 

school into the world of work or training. 

National Qualification Reform 

Having studied very carefully what is preferred or required by Universities, Colleges, training and apprenticeship 

providers and employers, we firmly believe that a broad and balanced offer with qualifications available at the 

end of Year 12 alongside the two year core qualification is likely to best support the students in their progression. 

Whilst this is not the way some schools choose to support their students, we have overwhelming evidence that at 

this point in time, this approach will empower our students to leave school with the greatest chance of 

successfully moving on to the optimum next step in their future. We have strong evidence that our highest 

achieving students welcome the opportunity to study 4 or even 5 subjects through Year 12 and into Year 13 in 

order to keep their options open and provide them with a breadth of study valued by Universities. 

AS-Level qualifications will now NOT count towards the final A-Level grade. As a school we believe it is important 

to continue to offer AS-Levels to provide our students with the security of a qualification following a year of study 

and also a robust result for applications in Year 13. Please note that the content of the AS-Level courses is part of 

the learning for the overall A-Level it is just the AS result that does not contribute to the overall A-Level grade.  

Please note, there are some subjects that will only offer AS-Level qualifications to those students who do not 

intend to continue with that subject in Year 13. 

Ongoing Support 

We are fortunate to have a dedicated Post-16 team who provide support, advice and guidance to students prior, 

during and after the Sixth Form at William Howard.  

 Mr Bones - Assistant Headteacher - Post 16 Learning Development & Performance 

 Mrs Swan - Student Manager - Post 16 

 Mr Carruthers - Post 16 Coach 

Decisions about Sixth Form education will probably be the most important decision you and your child will make 

in their school career. I hope that you will take advantage of the information and support provided so that 

together we can make the right decisions.  

Please do not hesitate to contact the Sixth Form Team on Tel: 016977 45700 at any time, if you have any questions 

or if you wish for any help or advice about the options process in the Sixth Form. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr David Bones, Assistant Headteacher – Post 16 Learning Development & Performance 



 

 

 

 

AS/A Levels 

Qual Subject Option 

Grade 5+ 

Additional Entry Guidance Eng 
Lang 

Maths 

A Art and Design (Art, Craft & 
Design) 

Single   A grade 5 or above in GCSE Art or Photography, Graphics, 
Textiles or Media is advisable. Or a confident portfolio of Art 
work and knowledge of Artists. 

AS/A Biology Single   A recommendation of at least grade 6 in Science Core and 
Additional Science or three 6 grades in Triple Sciences. 5 or 
above for English and Maths is advisable. 

AS/A Business Single   Please see point 2 and 3 overleaf. 

AS/A Chemistry Single   A recommendation of at least grade 6 in Science Core and 
Additional Science or three 6 grades in Triple Sciences. 5 or 
above for English and Maths is advisable. 

     A Dance Single   Students who are committed to studying Dance, even if they 
haven’t completed GCSE Dance are advised to take this course, 
although some previous experience is an advantage. 

A Design and Technology: 
Product Design 

Single   At least a B in either Product Design or Resistant Materials and 
at least a 5 or above in Maths. 

A Drama and Theatre Studies Single   Students who are committed to studying Drama, even if they 
haven’t completed GCSE Drama are advised to take this course, 
although some previous experience is an advantage. 

AS/A Economics Single   It is advisable that students must have at least a grade 5 in 
Maths and English Language. Economics is both a technical 
course and an essay based one. 

AS/A English Language Single   Students are advised that they should have a grade 6 GCSE 
English Language and at least a grade 5 in GCSE English 
Literature. 

AS/A English Literature Single   Students are advised to have achieved at least grade 6 in GCSE 
English Literature and at least a grade 5 in GCSE English 
Language. 

AS/A French Single   It is recommended that students gain at least grade 6 at GCSE. 

AS/A Geography Single   Grade 5 or above in Maths, English and Grade 5 in Geography is 
advisable for this course. 

AS/A German Single   It is recommended that students gain at least grade 6 at GCSE. 

AS/A History Single   Study of GCSE History is useful but not a necessity. If you have 
studied History, then we would recommend that you have 
achieved at least a grade 5. 
Achieving at least a grade 5 in English Language is also strongly 
recommended. If you have not studied History at GCSE we 
would recommend a grade 6. 
Please refer also to points 3 and 4 overleaf. 

AS/A Law Single   At least a grade 5 in English is recommended. Please see point 2 
overleaf for further guidance. 

AS/A Media Studies  Single   At least a grade 5 in English is recommended. Please see point 2 
overleaf. 

AS/A Mathematics Single   It is advisable that students have achieved at least a grade 6 in 
Maths. 
Students who have achieved a grade 5 from the higher tier 
entry will be considered under exceptional circumstances. 

AS/A Further Mathematics Single   At least grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics. The qualification 
demands certification at AS and/or A2 Mathematics to 
certificate in Further Mathematics. 



AS/A Level 3 Mathematical 
Studies (Core Maths) 

Single   Achieving at least grade 5 in Maths is advisable. This course is 
recommended for students whose courses may benefit from 
extended Mathematics study (e.g. Sciences, Social Sciences and 
Humanities), but for whom AS Mathematics is not advisable or 
appropriate. 

AS/A Music Single   Successful completion of GCSE Music at grade 5 or above 
and/or strong performance skills on any instrument/voice to 
around grade 5 standard with a fair grounding in theory 
recommended.  

AS/A Philosophy Single   At least a grade 5 in English. See point 2 and 3 overleaf. 

A Photography Single   A grade 5 or above in GCSE Art or Photography, Graphics, 
Textiles or Media is advisable. Or a confident portfolio of Art 
work and knowledge of Artists. 

A Physical Education Single   At least a grade 5 in one Science subject and at least grade 5 in 
English and Maths is recommended. Regular participation in a 
sport is essential.  

AS/A Physics Single   A recommendation of at least grade 6 in Science Core and 
Additional Science or three 6 grades in Triple Sciences. 6 or 
above for English and Maths is advisable. 

AS/A Psychology Single   At least 2 grade 5 in Science and at least a 5 in English at GCSE 
level. Please see point 2 and 3 overleaf. 

AS/A Sociology Single   At least a grade 5 in English. See point 2 overleaf. 

BTECs 

Qual Subject 

Grade 5+ 

Additional Entry Guidance Eng 
Lang 

Maths 

BTEC 
 

Applied Science   A recommendation of at least grade 5 in both Additional and Core 
Science. A 5 in both English and Maths is also advisable. 
Certificate at the end of Year 1 and Extended Certificate at the end of 
Year 2. 

BTEC 
(2yr) 

Broadcast and Studio 

  
A recommendation of at least grades 5 in English Language. Please see 
point 2 and 3 overleaf. Commitment to the subject is important for 
students to be successful. 

BTEC 
(2yr) 

Video Games Production   5 in both English and Maths are an advantage but not necessarily 
essential.  Please see point 3 overleaf. 

BTEC Health and Social Care 
  

See point 3 overleaf. 
Certificate at the end of Year 1 and Extended Certificate at the end of 
Year 2. 

BTEC 
 

Information Technology   A recommendation of at least 5 in English, Mathematics and Science. 
While a good grade in Level 2 ICT is not essential it is a significant 
advantage. Certificate at the end of Year 1 and Extended Certificate at 
the end of Year 2. 

BTEC 
(2yr) 

Music    Please see point 3 overleaf. An interest in music and/or the music 
industry is advisable. Certificate after 1 year and a Subsidiary Diploma 
after 2 years. 

BTEC Sport   It is recommended that students achieve at least a grade 5 in Science. 
Please see points 1,3 and 4 overleaf. An interest in sport is desirable 
but not essential. 
Certificate at the end of Year 1 and Extended Certificate at the end of 
Year 2. 

BTEC 
(2yr) 

 

Children’s Play Learning 
Development 

  All students must achieve a grade 4 or above in English and Maths to 
study this course. This is a new government requirement. Please see 
point 3 overleaf.  

BTEC Performing Arts 
 

  

Students who have a keen interest in any element of Performing Arts 
are recommended to choose this course. This course is suitable for 
students who have not studied Performing Arts at level 2. 
Certificate at the end of Year 1 and Extended Certificate at the end of 
Year 2. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Please note the following: 

1. If you have studied a subject at Key Stage 4 (Years 10-11), we would expect you to have achieved at least a 

grade 5 at GCSE, or a merit at BTEC/OCR, to progress onto a Sixth Form course in that subject. 

2. Some subjects were not available at Key Stage 4 and entry onto these courses is open to all students, please 

refer to the entry guidance criteria. 

3. Where a subject was available at Key Stage 4, but you didn’t choose it, you may still be able to study it in the 

Sixth Form, please refer to the entry guidance criteria. All queries can be addressed through Mr Bones, Mrs 

Swan and Mr Carruthers. 

4. If you do not fulfil the entry guidance criteria for your desired course please see the Curriculum Leader for 

that subject and Mr Bones, Mrs Swan or Mr Carruthers for a discussion about your options in your preferred 

choice. 



 

 

 

 

 

How many courses will I follow? 
Most students will study four subjects in Year 12, reducing 

to three in Year 13.  

Students who do not have a grade 4 in GCSE English or 

Maths will continue to study these subjects. Students will 

need to have a minimum of one of English or Maths GCSE at 

grade 4 or above to continue to study in the Sixth Form. 

 

How do I find out about good combinations of 

subjects? 

Please speak to a member of our Sixth Form Team. 

 

Are there option columns in the Sixth Form? 
There are option columns but these are designed very 

carefully to take into account both student preferences and 

popular combinations of subjects. Option columns will be 

put together after the application deadline. 

 

Do I need to attend the Meeting with my parents 

in January/February? 

Deciding on subjects is an important decision that requires 

guidance from people who know you and Sixth Form 

specialists. Final subject choices must be made by Friday, 23 

February and therefore we strongly recommend you attend 

with parents to help you make an informed choice.  

 

When and how do I apply to Sixth Form? 
Once you have had a meeting with a member of the Sixth 

Form team you will need to submit your online application. 

The deadline for this application is Friday, 23 February. 

 

Do I need to attend the start-up days? 
Yes, these days are very important and are planned to 

introduce you to your chosen subject and prepare you for 

the year ahead. Attendance is essential to ensure a smooth 

start in your new courses.  

 

What happens if I don’t achieve the grades I am 

expecting to? 

If you achieve better or worse than expected and you feel 

this will affect the subject choices you have made, you 

should contact the school and we will arrange to meet with 

you and discuss your choices.  

 

 

How will I know if I have a place in Sixth Form? 
Final confirmation of a place is made after we have received 

your actual GCSE grades.  

 

Do students enjoy the experience of being in the 

Sixth Form? 

Our student perception questionnaires tell us that most 

students, despite the hard work, are very positive about 

being in Years 12 and 13. However, the school is always 

eager to hear the views of parents and students about how 

to make things even better! 

 

Is there a dress code in the Sixth Form? 
The current dress code can be found on the Parents page of 

the school website under the Uniform section.  

 

What do students do after the Sixth Form? 
Approximately two thirds of our students went to 

University, last year and 1 in 4 went to a Russell Group 

institution. 77% of students that applied to University 

achieved their first choice University place in 2017 and the 

remainder were successful at their insurance place. The 

remaining students increasingly enter 

apprenticeships/employment in a wide range of settings at a 

high level. 

 

What do I do on my first day? 

Following results day, you will receive a welcome letter 

detailing what to do on your first day. This letter will tell you 

which Form Group you are in and which room you will 

register every morning. You will spend some of the morning 

with your Form Tutor sorting out your timetable and then 

the remainder of the day will be in lessons, so please ensure 

you have the correct equipment.  

 

Who do I contact with any queries about Sixth 

Form? 
Please contact Mrs Tracy Swan on Tel: 016977 45779 or 

email: tswan@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk  

mailto:tswan@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

119 students completed their studies in Year 13 at 

William Howard School in 2017: 

 The average point score per subject entry was above the national average  

and measures of progress were also significantly above local and national 

averages. 

 24% of students achieved AAB or higher in at least 2 facilitating subjects. 

(National average 17%). 

 The average grade for a student's best 3 A-Levels is B - (National average C). 

Consistently positive A-level value added measures over 5 years. 

 Average grade in vocational subjects was DISTINCTION. 

 Two thirds of students went on to University; 1 in 4 went to a Russell Group 

University. (National average is 1 in 10). 

 77% of students secured their first choice place on results day with the 

remainder securing their insurance place. 

 Over the last 5 years, 13 students have taken up places at Oxbridge. 

 Progress in English and Maths GCSE is significantly above national and local 

average. 

 100% of students in sustained education, employment or training after leaving 

school. (National average 86%). 

 

                 

 

described our Sixth Form as GOOD in Oct 2016 



 

 

 
 
Please submit the application form online before Friday, 23 February 2018. 
 
We are confident that with the correct guidance students will feel secure in their subject choices. 
However, if following results in August this is no longer the case, a member of the Sixth Form Team 
will be available to discuss any concerns.  
 

We have some important dates that I would like to make you aware of: 

 Meetings: Monday, 22 January to Friday, 2 February 2018 

All students wishing to join the Sixth Form will attend a meeting with their parents and a 

member of the Sixth Form Team or Miss Carruthers. Guidance will be given based on 

assessment data and subject choices will be discussed.  

 Sixth Form Start Up Days: Wednesday, 27 and Thursday, 28 June 2018  

All students will attend these Start-Up Days, where teachers will give essential information 

about preparation for the new academic year.   

 Confirmation of place in Sixth Form 

On receipt of exam results on Thursday, 23 August 2018, we will write to you with 

confirmation of your son/daughter’s place in Sixth Form. This will also include important 

information about what happens on your son/daughter’s first day in Sixth Form in 

September 2018.  

 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact a member of the Sixth Form Team  

for further clarification on any of the above.  

Tel: 016977 45779  

Email: tswan@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk 

mailto:tswan@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk


 
 

 

 
This help sheet is designed to answer some of the frequently asked questions: 
 

 
I live in the school’s catchment area what 

transport is available? 

Transport within the school’s catchment area is 

organised by Cumbria County Council. For students 

entering Sixth Form the county council operates a 

Spare Seat Scheme. This offers any spare seats on 

catchment routes to Sixth Form students. However, 

there is no guarantee given by the County Council that 

a seat will be available. Families apply via William 

Howard School and the school then places a request to 

Cumbria County Council for a spare seat. 

For details on the scheme please visit the County 

Council’s website: 

http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/childrensservices/schoolsa

ndlearning/schooltransport.asp 

 

What does it cost?          

The cost of a spare seat in 2017-18 was £390 for the 

full year. Payments are made termly (£160 Autumn 

Term, £150 Spring Term and £80 Summer Term). Once 

a place has been arranged the full payment for that 

term must be made. 

The County Council do not have a legal obligation to 

provide post 16 transport. They operate on the basis of 

filling spare seats where available and make a standard 

charge for this service regardless of the distance 

travelled. 

 

I live in Alston what transport is available? 

There are not catchment areas for Sixth Form students 

however, currently the school purchases spare seats on 

a bus organised by Cumbria County Council, therefore, 

there is no guarantee a seat will be available. 

Applications will be dealt with on the basis of current 

users being offered places first and new applications on 

a first come first served basis. 

 

I live out of the school’s catchment area 

what transport is available? 

William Howard School organises transport from 

Carlisle to help families with their transport. A list of 

routes is attached. Places are available on a first come 

first served basis after existing users have renewed 

their place. If you already use one of our services, then 

renewal letters will be sent out after Easter asking if 

you wish to continue using the service. 

 

What does it cost? 

The cost for 2017-18 was £840 for the full year. Most 

families pay via monthly direct debit (£70 per month). 

The school’s fees amount to a cost of £4.42 per day 

which is less than would be offered by a private 

operator. 

 

I am on a low income what help is there? 

If you are a low income family, you can apply to 

Cumbria County Council for assistance with their spare 

seat scheme. Details can be found on their website: 

http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/elibrary/Content/Internet/

537/6381/6394/42171172555.pdf 

Otherwise you may also wish to consider an application 

to the 16-19 Bursary Fund – details under the Sixth 

Form menu on the school’s website: 

http://www.williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk/sixth-

form/16-19-bursary-fund/ 

 

How do I book a place? 

Please register your interest by emailing a completed 

application form (form available on school website) to: 

transport@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk   

The school will keep a record of interest and confirm 

places in the Summer term (out of catchment routes). 

Places for the Spare Seat Scheme are usually confirmed 

by Cumbria County Council in September. 

 

 

 

http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/childrensservices/schoolsandlearning/schooltransport.asp
http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/childrensservices/schoolsandlearning/schooltransport.asp
http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/elibrary/Content/Internet/537/6381/6394/42171172555.pdf
http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/elibrary/Content/Internet/537/6381/6394/42171172555.pdf
http://www.williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk/sixth-form/16-19-bursary-fund/
http://www.williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk/sixth-form/16-19-bursary-fund/
mailto:transport@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk


 
 
 

 

List of Routes and Stops 2017-18 

Please note - these routes are subject to re-tender and may change in September 2018 
 

If you have a query not addressed here please contact Tel: 016977 45700 (choose option 4) 
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Carlisle/Cumwhinton/Cotehill/ Wetheral WHS01 

Aldi, London Road 07.45 

Cumwhinton Road (near junction of Edgehill 
Road) 07.48 

Lowther Arms, Nr Cumwhinton  07.53 

Cumwhinton Village Shop 07.56 

Cotehill 08.06 

Wetheral Pasture Road End 08.16 

Wetheral Village Shop 08.18 

Wetheral Bowling Green 08.20 

William Howard School 08.30 
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Carlisle/Stanwix WHS02 

Durranhill (bus stop in circle at Cumrew Close) 07.55 

Victoria Road/Eden Park Crescent 07.57 

Lakeland Gate 07.59 

Top of Greystone Road 08.02 

Knowefield Avenue 08.12 

Punton Road 08.13 

End of Croft Road 08.15 

William Howard School 08.30 

 

Y
EL

LO
W

 R
O

U
TE

 

Carlisle/Scotby South/Wetheral WHS03 

Parklands Village 07.55 

Lowther Arms, Nr Cumwhinton  - this stop 
was not used in 2017-18 

07.59 

Bus Stop before railway bridge, Scotby 08.02 

Village Shop, Scotby 08.03 

Wetheral Crook - Village Hall 08.10 

William Howard School 08.25 

 

P
U

R
P

LE
 R

O
U

TE
 

Kingmoor/Harker/Houghton WHS07 

Lowry Hill  07.50 

Kingmoor Park/Crindledyke Close 07.55 

Harker 08.00 

Houghton Village Hall 08.05 

Tribune Drive 08.07 

Near Boot/Esso Garage 08.09 

Centurions Walk 08.11 

Linstock Village Green 08.16 

William Howard School 08.30 

 

G
R

EE
N

 R
O

U
TE

 

Carlisle/Scotby WHS04 

Carleton (bus stop opposite Greenbank) 07.52 

London Road (bus stop at entrance of 
Mallyclose Drive) 

07.55 

Aldi, London Road 07.57 

Durranhill Road (mini roundabout before 
Eastern Way Bridge) 

08.02 

Scotby School 08.05 

Scotby Road Lay-by 08.07 

Holme Fauld 08.10 

William Howard School 08.25 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The 16 to 19 Bursary Fund is designed to help and support any student who faces financial barriers to 

participation in education and training, such as costs of transport, food or equipment. 

 

Eligibility 

Vulnerable Bursaries  
The 16-19 Bursary Fund Guide for 2016-17 outlines four defined vulnerable groups. The eligible groups are 
students who are:  

• in care (looked after by the Local Authority);  
• care leavers;  
• getting Income Support (IS) or Universal Credit (UC) in place of Income Support in their own right;  
• getting Employment Support Allowance (ESA) and Disability Living Allowance (DLA) or Personal 

Independence Payments in their own right.  
 
Students falling into one or more of these groups require more support and are eligible for a vulnerable bursary of 
up to £1,200 for the year (pro-rated where appropriate).  
 

Discretionary Bursaries  
All 16-19 students may apply for a discretionary bursary. Bursaries are targeted at students who cannot stay in 
education without financial help for things like transport, meals, books and equipment.  
Three bands of eligibility will be applied:  
 
Band 1 – annual household income of £16,190 or less, or parents in receipt of Jobseeker’s Allowance, Income 

Support, Universal Credit or an equivalent benefit. Students in this band will be prioritised for a bursary. Awards 

will reflect the student’s needs and can be used to contribute towards the costs of bus travel to the academy, 

educational visits during the year, exam re-sit fees, costs of visiting university open days / interviews, books or 

other educational equipment costs. 

Band 2 – annual household income between £16,190 and £20,817. These students will also receive bursaries but 
at a smaller contribution to Band 1 students. 
 
Band 3 – annual household income between £20,817 and £25,521. We will consider offering students in this 
band a small contribution towards identified costs such as transport or planned educational trips.  
In addition, the school will consider requests for bursary support from any student, regardless of eligibility under 
the above bands, where that student has an exceptional and identified financial need.  
Proof of eligibility will be required to support an application. This could include:  

• Tax Credits forms (TC602)  
• Family P60s  
• 3 months’ worth of bank statements  
• Certified letter from the LA regarding Free School Meals eligibility  
• Letter from DWP or Jobcentre Plus confirming benefits  
• Self-Employment Income evidence.  

 
Eligible students must be under 19 on 31 August 2018 

 



Assessment and Payment of Bursaries 

 

Assessment of bursaries  
Applications for bursaries may be received throughout the academic year. We will retain some of the funding in 
the form of a contingency which will take account of applications received during the year. The level of support 
which the School can offer is dependent on the total funding received from the Education Funding Agency, the 
number of applications it receives and the level of funding may vary during the academic year depending on 
future applications.  
 
Payments of bursaries  
Termly payments will be made with specific dates to be advised.  
The academy will pay bursaries ‘in kind’ where possible, for example by providing a travel pass or waiving fees for 
course trips. This helps ensure that bursary awards genuinely meet students’ needs.  
Where bursaries are not paid ‘in kind’, payments will be paid directly into the student’s bank account.  
 
Payment Conditions  

• All bursary payments will be directly linked to attendance, behaviour and performance.  
• Eligible students must be under 19 on 31 August 2018. 



 

 

Sixth Form Meetings 
 

Monday, 22 January to Friday, 26 January 2018 

and 

Monday, 29 January to Friday, 2 February 2018 

 

 
To book a Sixth Form Meeting, please complete the details below and take to the 

desk in the Sixth Form Centre during the evening. There is a range of days and times 

available, including after school interviews. 

 

Student Name:  

Home Address:  
 
 
 

Current School:  

(if WHS please give 
your Form Group) 

 

Email Address:  

Contact Number:  
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