
 

 
Year 11 - Curriculum Information 2018-2019 

 

Photography GCSE Photography offers students the opportunity to learn both 
traditional and new technologies within lens based and light 
based media. Students will learn how to show the use of 
viewpoints, composition, focus control, depth of field, movement 
and narrative within a photographic image and take on practical 
and critical activities.  
The course develops students understanding of how to view 
photographic images through research into contemporary and 
traditional photographers as well as how to develop their own 
photographs in both traditional and digital ways. Students will be 
set 2 or more projects based around a theme, where they will 
research, experiment, record and present their own photographic 
images.  
Assessment  
Unit 1 is a coursework based portfolio worth 60%. Students have 
to complete a series of workshops and 2 projects during the two 
years course.  
Unit 2 is an external set exam worth 40%. Students need to 
produce a body of preparation work to support their 10 hour exam 

Design Technology Students will complete coursework set by AQA which makes up 
50% of the final grade during year 11.  This will be handed in for 
interim assessments as set dates.  Homework will be set 
regularly for theory but students are also expected to complete 
regular homework for the coursework to ensure they record and 
drive their design thinking forwards.  Theory and preparation for 
the final exam will be assessed separately. A mock exam  paper 
will be sat during the year which will be a good indicator or 
progress made.  
GCSE Design and Technology enables students to design and 
make products with creativity and originality, using a range of 
materials and techniques. Students will be taught material 
specialist knowledge alongside supporting theory on 
manufacturing and contextual design. 
This course has 50 per cent controlled assessment in order to 
recognise the importance of practical work within this subject. It 
is imperative that students keep up to date with this as if left 
unchecked it can feel like a mountain to climb. 

HSC Tech Award 
 

In Year 11 the students will complete Component 2.  The second 
assignment, Learning Aim B, is called Empowering and 
Promoting Independence. Students also complete the examined 
unit which is Component 3, called Health and Wellbeing.  There 
are 3 Learning Aims in this component, all of which will be 
covered in the exam.  These cover factors that affect health and 
wellbeing, interpreting health indicators and health and well-
being improvement plans. 

BTEC Children’s Play 
Learning and 
Development 
 

The current grade given is based on the performance in the Unit 
tasks completed to date. During Year 10, your child undertook 
work on Unit 1, which covered the basics of child development 
culminating in an examination, and work on Unit 3, which covered 
inclusion and key person roles.  During Year 11 the final unit, Unit 



2, is being taught which is about play, and how children play, why 
it is so important and the long term benefits of play. Students 
must complete ALL work in all units in order to achieve a pass 
and must pass the examination. In Unit 3 there were 4 
assignments to complete, and Unit 2 has 3. 

Science In Year 11 students will complete the third year of their Science 
GCSE course.  Depending on the pathway they have taken they 
will be completing either their AQA separate science studies in 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics or the AQA Combined Science 
(trilogy) course.  By Easter all Year 11 students will of completed 
the course having covered 7 units in Biology, 10 units in 
Chemistry and 7/8 units in Physics.  The final unit for all students 
is dedicated entirely to revision of content covered and exam 
skills. In addition to this students will be supported with their exam 
preparations by past paper homework’s and workshops which 
will take place throughout the year. 

PD In Year 11 the aim of Personal Development is to ensure that 
students have the knowledge, skills and understanding they need 
to be healthy and successful through the challenges of the year. 
This is achieved by designing units, which support students in 
Careers, with specific lesson on how to find the right post 16 
courses, how to maintain healthy finances, the world of work, and 
developing enterprise skills. Students will also explore how to 
develop good mental health during high pressure times, personal 
safety, and establishing good health in adulthood. In addition, 
students will explore an RE unit.   

History In Year 11 History, students study ‘Britain: Health and the people: 
c.1000 to the present day’ and ‘Elizabethan England c.1568-
1603’.                                                               
Both feature on the Paper 2: Shaping the nation exam, enabling 
students to understand key developments and events in the 
history of Britain. The curriculum is focused on developing four 
key assessment objectives: AO1 knowledge and understanding, 
AO2 second order concepts, AO3 sources and AO4 
interpretations. Students complete a range of unseen exam 
questions, practise questions, pop-up quizzes and home learning 
tasks to consolidate and extend their learning. All practice 
questions, home learning tasks and pop up-quizzes are peer 
assessed and all unseen and mock examination questions are 
teacher marked, followed up with self-assessment by the 
students. 

Edexcel BTEC Level 
1/2 Award in Creative 
Digital Media 
Production 
 

In Year 11, students study digital publishing. They learn how to 
use Photoshop and Publisher to create leaflets and will go on to 
create adverts in Photoshop for the game or film they made in 
Year 10. They also learn about how the digital publishing industry 
works. This work is assessed through three coursework 
assignments, and students will get practice and feedback on 
these before completing them: there may be homework to 
support this. Some students will be re-sitting the exam from Year 
10, and they will revise in class during the run up to the exam in 
May and there will be additional revision homework. 

Maths In Year 11 students conclude their GCSE Maths course.  We 
prepare students for the AQA Mathematics 8300 specification. 



Our GCSE curriculum provides a broad, coherent, satisfying and 
worthwhile course of study. It encourages students to develop 
confidence in, and a positive attitude towards mathematics and 
to recognise the importance of Mathematics in their own lives and 
to society. Our curriculum also aims to provide a strong 
mathematical foundation for students who go on to study 
Mathematics at a higher level. 
Assessment takes place on an ongoing basis so that teaching 
can be adapted to meet the needs of students.  To ensure 
retention of concepts and ideas we assess using topic tests 
during units. We then assess at the end of each half term using 
tailored test papers.  Both assessment points provide an 
opportunity for students and teachers to identify achievements 
and areas for improvement so that progress can be made. 
Once the course content has been covered we develop students’ 
exam technique and support them with the revision process 

Geography This year the following units have been studied: UK physical 
landscapes, coastal systems, glacial systems, changing 
economic world, resource management. These form part of the 
AQA GCSE specification. 
These units enable students to develop a knowledge of the 
physical coastal and glacial landscape of the UK. Subsequently 
students study the influence of humans on a cold environment. 
The issues of globalisation and development and resource 
management in the UK and the global issues surrounding water 
supply are the final units studied.   
This includes a fieldtrip to the West Coast of Cumbria to 
investigate the effectiveness of coastal management.  
All units will have key pieces of work assessed throughout the 
year. These pieces of work consist of end of unit assessments, 
extended pieces of writing and AQA GCSE questions. 

Computer Science Students study across a number of specific themes in Years 10 
and 11, culminating in two written exams in the summer of Year 
11.  
Students’ ability to use code (primarily Python3) is assessed 
through the Non-Examined Assignment, released in the 
September of Year 11. Students are expected to spend 20 hours 
producing code that matches a brief in response to a scenario. 

French and German In this second year of the AQA GCSE course, Year 11 will master 
their listening, speaking, reading and writing skills through the 
study of the following modules: Social issues, Customs and 
festivals, Global issues, Travel and Tourism, Technology in 
everyday life, Education Post-16, Jobs, career choices and 
ambitions.   
Students will be assessed through classwork, homework and end 
of unit assessments. 

Art GCSE Art allows students the opportunity to develop their 
creative skills through the exploration of a wide range of materials 
and techniques. It also aims to increase awareness of the work 
of others. 
The course allows students the opportunity to develop 
independently through a wide range of processes as well as 
requires students to research the work of artists and practitioners. 
Initially in Year 10 students will develop a body of work through a 



series of creative workshops that allow them to experience a wide 
range of materials and techniques. Following this, students will 
be set 2 or more projects based around a theme, where they will 
research, experiment, record and present their own work in a 
style and media of their choice. 
Assessment  
Unit 1 is a coursework based portfolio worth 60%. Students have 
to develop a portfolio of work based on a series of workshops and 
a sustained project during the two years course.  
Unit 2 is an external set exam worth 40%. Student need to 
produce a body of preparation work to support their 10 hour 
exam, in which they will create a final piece of work.  
Assessment and feedback is ongoing throughout the course, with 
all feedback aimed at students strengthening the evidence they 
submit to fulfil the four assessment criteria. 

Chemistry Students have just completed C5 Energy Changes in their 
Chemistry lessons and have recently moved on to C6 Rate and 
extent of change.  They will complete the course in Spring with 
C7 Organic Chemistry.  Progress is assessed through regular 
exam questions and end of unit assessments.  The mock paper 
will cover content from units C1-C5.  Students have access to a 
large range of exam questions via their teacher, purchased 
revision guides and revision sites like BBC bitesize.  Further 
kerboodle resources will be made available later this term which 
can be accessed online.  From Easter onwards, a structured 
revision program will run in lessons following completion of the 
specification.  

Physics The students are currently being taught P4 Atomic structure and 
will have P8 Astrophysics left to complete. The full course should 
be completed by Easter where the students will be starting 
revision of highlighted concepts. Assessment will take many 
forms, classroom examination questions will be the primary 
source of information for student achievement alongside end of 
topic tests. The mock exam will be paper 1, which highlights unit 
P1 to P5. Students have access to examination practice 
questions from their revision guide, from the school VLE and 
Kerboodle resources will be made available to the students for 
revision. 

Biology 
 
 
 

Students have just completed B6 Inheritance, Variation and 
Evolution in their Biology lessons and will soon be moving onto 
the final unit B7 Ecology. They will complete the course in the 
Spring term and then start linking their learning together from the 
seven units taught.  Progress is assessed through regular exam 
questions and end of unit assessments.  The mock paper will 
cover content from units B1-B6.  Students have access to a large 
range of exam questions via their teacher, purchased revision 
guides and revision sites like BBC Bitesize.  Further Kerboodle 
resources will be made available later this term which can be 
accessed online.  From the spring half term onwards, a 
structured revision program will run in lessons following 
completion of the specification.  

Food GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition enables students to gain 
a strong scientific understanding of the working characteristics of 
ingredients and their uses, as well as building key practical 



cookery skills. Students will be taught nutritional specialist 
knowledge alongside supporting theory on the core principles of 
food provenance, choice, safety and health. 
This course has 50% controlled assessment in order to recognise 
the importance of practical work within this subject, supporting 
theoretical knowledge. 

RE GCSE religious studies (AQA specification A) in year 11 involves 
a study of Judaism, and explores two moral and philosophical 
themes. These themes are ‘The existence of God and revelation’ 
(considering philosophical arguments for and against the 
existence of God) and ‘Crime and punishment’ (considering the 
morality of the treatment of criminals). Assessment takes the 
form of weekly practice exam questions, and end of unit tests 
throughout the year. All students in year 11 study some RE during 
their PD lessons, in particular exploring the ancient philosophical 
question of ‘what makes a good life?’. We look at a series of 
potential answers from religion, philosophy and psychology. 

Core PE Students advance and apply their skills and tactical 
understanding in a range of sports and activities. Typical 
activities include: football, hockey, gymnastics, netball, athletics 
and rugby.   
Students develop their physical ability in line with flightpaths and 
assessment of this is conducted through observations throughout 
a 6 week block of work. The focus of core PE is to improve their 
performance in competitive game and activities whilst providing 
a platform for lifelong involvement in sport. 
We believe that taking part in school sport and physical activity is 
key to a student’s success in school and would encourage all to 
attend an extra-curricular club regardless of their perceived 
ability. 

GCSE PE GCSE PE students are studying AQA GCSE PE.  They develop 
their understanding of movement analysis, sports psychology 
and socio-cultural influences. Content and exam skills are 
developed throughout to prepare students to answer extended 
writing questions or 6 and 9 marks in value.  Students will be 
assessed through end of topic tests and during their Year 11 
mock exams. Students will experience a mock practical 
assessment in December to help provide guidance on their final 
practical grade.   
Students will develop their practical performance of skills in 
isolated practises and competitive games during their core PE 
lessons. Students are expected to be attending extra-curricular 
clubs to develop their performance in at least 3 different sports, 
this is worth 40% of their overall grade. 

Sports Science Sport Science students are completing assignments from unit 
R042 – Applying principles of training and R043 – The body’s 
response to physical activity. Work is internally assessed and 
marked with the students receiving formative feedback allowing 
the student to make improvements before re-submitting work. 

Music We study the Edexel 9-1 GCSE Music in which the following units 
are studies.  

 (30%) Performance. Students develop a confidence in 
performing as a soloist and as an ensemble musician. 



Regular performances throughout the year supports 
progress with instrumental skills.  

 (30%) Composition. Exploration of the creation of musical 
ideas. Students identify how to create and develop musical 
ideas. 

 (40%) Appraisal. It is important for all musicians to further 
their understanding of the processes behind music, musical 
theory. We practically explore processes and key terms that 
build successful music. We study the Edexel 9-1 GCSE 
Music in which the following units are studies.  

Assessment takes place internally for the performance and 
composition units. It is also an expectation that there is one and 
a half hours’ worth of homework per week to allow assessment 
for the final exam. 

Music BTEC The BTEC course offers a detailed insight into the music industry 
and how professional musicians work successfully. We have 
tailored the units to allow access for our students in the key areas 
of performing, music technology and composing. The course 
structure is based on assignments – Three in Year 10 and two in 
Year 11 in which teacher led lessons are followed up with long 
term assignments.   
Our students regularly take part in extra-curricular activities and 
take on leadership roles to further support their development as 
musicians. Regular out of classroom concerts offer opportunities 
to plan and execute putting on live gigs. Assessment is based on 
a Distinction/Merit/Pass structure and there are opportunities for 
students to resubmit work after it has been marked for the first 
time. 

Drama Component 1: Devising (40%)  
Students create a devised original performance from a given 
stimuli.  They will keep a portfolio of evidence showing their 
progress, choosing a theatre style and practitioner to deepen 
their understanding.  This leads to a final performance either as 
a designer or as a performer. 
There are three areas of focus.  
1) Creating and developing a devised piece from stimuli.  
2) Group performance/design realisation of the devised piece.  
3) Analysing and evaluating the creative process and group 
devised performance. 
Component 2: Text in performance (20%) 
Students will perform two extracts from a play text.  One of 
these will be a group piece and the second either a monologue 
or duologue.  This unit is externally assessed by a visiting 
examiner. 
There are two areas of focus.  
1) Interpreting and exploring two key extracts from a chosen 
performance text.  
2) Performing or realising a design of two key extracts from this 
text. 
Component 3: Theatre in practice (40%)  
Written exam 
This is a written exam taken at the end of the course.  It 
involves the detailed study of the play DNA by Dennis Kelly as 
well as the experience of having seen a live theatre 



performance.  Students will answer questions on both in a final 
written exam. 
There are two areas of focus.  
1. Study of one complete performance text. 
2. A live theatre evaluation. 

Performing Arts The BTEC First Certificate in Performing Arts Musical theatre 
consists of 7 Units. 
5 units are Internally assessed and 2 are Externally assessed. 
Internally assessed units are: 
Musical Theatre – This unit involved workshops in all 3 areas of 
Musical Theatre (Dancing , Singing and Acting). Students then 
put their new skills to good use with the rehearsal and 
performance of the musical The Addams Family. Students 
complete a log book to show the progress they have made along 
the way. 
Voice and Speech for the performer. In this unit, students learnt 
how to utilise their voices in terms of pitch, tone, phrasing, 
articulation and accents to deliver competent and confident 
monologues. This unit involved students maintaining a logbook 
of the rehearsal/workshop process. 
Movement skills - This unit required students to have a thorough 
understanding of the movement components (action, space, 
dynamics and relationships) and create a piece as a whole class.  
Jazz dance techniques - This unit introduced students to the 
basic techniques and movements used in jazz dance and some 
influential choreographers of the style i.e. Fosse. Students 
developed their practical skills through workshops and technique 
classes and performed a group piece to 'Burlesque'.  
Preparation Performance and Production – Students work in 
small groups putting together a play chosen by the teacher. They 
must stage the piece as well as think about lighting, sound , props 
and costume. Students will keep a logbook of the process 
showing challenges they have faced and progress they have 
made. 
Externally assessed units are: 
The Performing Arts Industry (online exam) – This unit is all about 
the different aspects of the Performing Arts industry. Students 
learn about the different roles and how they to one another, how 
unions work and the different sauces of funding. 
Individual showcase – Students are set a task by the exam board, 
they then showcase the skills they have learnt over the past two 
years. Students are continually assessed during practical 
sessions and must complete logbooks during some units. 

English Language The English language course comprises of 2 exams which 
examines both reading comprehension, analysis and writing 
skills.  
Paper 1 looks at a fiction extract, with students expected to 
analyse the writer’s use of language and structure. They are also 
required to write creatively, demonstrating evidence of carefully 
crafting a description or narrative through their use of word 
choice, literary devices and varied sentence structure. Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar is also very important in their written 
exam. This exam is 1 hour 45 minutes long. This exam is on the 
4th June 2019. 



Paper 2 looks at two non-fiction texts, typically a newspaper, 
report, editorial or journal entry. Here they are also tested on 
language analysis, synthesis of information and comparisons of 
texts. Students will also be required to produce a non-fiction 
written piece for a specified audience, purpose and format. 
Typical examples of what they could be asked to write include: a 
speech, a newspaper report or a letter. This exam is 1 hour 45 
minutes long.  
In both exams, the reading and writing marks are equally 
weighted. 
So far students have covered both elements of the language 
exam and we are revisiting and developing on the key skills learnt 
in Year 10. They will have assessments every half term, with 
more formal mock exams in December and February, where they 
will sit the paper in full. 

English Literature  The English Literature course comprises of 2 exams which 
examines students’ understanding and analysis of the set texts 
we have studied in class. Throughout their time on the GCSE 
course, they have studied Macbeth, A Christmas Carol. They 
have also studied one of An Inspector Calls, DNA, Blood Brothers 
or Never Let Me Go and Love and Relationship or Power and 
Conflict poetry. 
Paper 1 tests their knowledge of Macbeth and A Christmas Carol. 
The exam lasts 1 hour 45 minutes. Students are given a short 
extract from the text and are required to analyse how a character 
or theme is presented within the extract and throughout the wider 
text.  
Paper 2 looks at Modern Text, Love and Relationship or Conflict 
Poetry and Unseen poetry. Students are expected to be familiar 
with these texts, including all 15 poems from the anthology. They 
will be told one of the poems that they have to write about and 
compare it to one other from the anthology.  
They will not be given an extract for the modern text, instead they 
will have a choice of question – typically on theme, character or 
writer’s intent. This exam is 2 hours and 15 minutes long. 
In both exams, students will not be allowed to take their texts in 
with them. Therefore, it is imperative that they re-read all the set 
texts and use revision guides and attend revision session to 
ensure they are as familiar with them as possible and able to refer 
to quotes and aspects of the texts in the exam. 
To date, students have covered Macbeth, A modern text and A 
Christmas Carol, and 8 of the 15 relationship or conflict poems. 
In the near future, the remaining poems will be studied along with 
skills to approach the unseen element. This year we are also 
revisiting and developing students’ knowledge and analysis skills 
on the other set texts.  They will have assessments every half 
term, with more formal mock exams in December and February, 
where they will sit the paper in full. 
We will be able to offer CGP revision guides for these set texts at 
a heavily discounted price of £2 each. A letter will follow with 
ordering information shortly. 

GCSE Business 
Studies 

Within Business Studies students will be undertaking two 
externally examined papers in Year 11. Theme 1 is investigating 
small business and is a written examination and is 50% of the 
examination.  The content within Theme 1 includes enterprise 



and entrepreneurship, spotting a business opportunity, putting a 
business idea into practice, making the business effective and 
understanding external influences on business.  The paper will 
consist of calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer and 
extended-writing. Theme 2: Building a business is also 50% of 
the marks and the content within Theme 2 includes, growing the 
business, making marketing decisions, making operational 
decisions, making financial decisions, making human resource 
decisions, this paper consists of calculations, multiple-choice, 
short-answer and extended-writing questions including: 

 use an enquiring, critical approach to distinguish facts and 
opinions, to build arguments and make informed judgements 

 develop and apply their knowledge, understanding and skills 
to contemporary issues in a range of local, national and 
global contexts 

 appreciate the range of perspectives of different 
stakeholders in relation to business and economic activities 

 consider the extent to which business and economic activity 
can be ethical and sustainable. 

ICT (CIDA) Students are studying the Edexcel CIDA qualification, assessed 
primarily through a controlled conditions exam in January and a 
portfolio based on their Unit option choice, due in the March 
following. 
The exam last 2.5 hours in total, and is entirely practical. Students 
must spend time in the Autumn term practising how to create a 
fully functional website in a short amount of time. 

 


