
 

Year 7 - Curriculum Information 2018 - 2019 

Music The KS3 Music curriculum supports growth as a musician, through practical 
application of skills. The curriculum explores instrumental skills, theory, 
appraisal and composition. Students enjoy the independent nature of the 
lessons and develop leadership skills through taking charge of their learning 
and development.  
Autumn 
Singing 
Creativity and theory 
Spring  
Keyboard skills 
Music in advertising  
Summer 
Guitar and string skills 
Final project – performance skills 
Assessment takes place each lesson with lesson reviews and teacher 
assessment takes place at the end of each 6 week unit. 

DT (Design & 
Technology) 

Through a rotation system, students will experience the full range of 
disciplines within DT in Year 7. These include Product Design, Textiles, 
Design Engineering, Food and Mechanisms. Students are encouraged to 
reflect on learning and set personal targets as well as more formal targets, 
which are set by the subject teachers. To support the new GCSE Design 
and Technology Specification the Schemes of Work (SoW) have been 
developed to ensure students are covering all the different aspects 
necessary, including the application of Maths and problem solving. A final 
exam will be completed towards the end of the year. At the end of Year 7, 
students will choose 2 of the areas detailed above and they will study those 
throughout Year 8. This will mean that students have a greater depth of 
knowledge and understanding of these areas in preparation for Year 9 and 
beyond. 

Science In Year 7 students are taught Biology, Chemistry and Physics as separate 
subjects. Within each science they cover 2 units within the year. The topics 
for Biology are cells and nature. The topics for Chemistry are particles and 
chemical reactions. The topics for Physics are energy and electricity & 
magnetism. Within each unit they develop their scientific enquiry, literacy 
skills and practical science skills. The first units for each science are 
delivered from September to January and the second units for each science 
are delivered from February to June.  Assessments take place at mid points 
and at the end of each unit. In addition to this, practical skills will be 
assessed throughout the units.   

PD Across the year students in Year 7 will study a range of topics exploring 
different aspects of health. These will include discrete topics on puberty, 
drug misuse and financial health, as well as a more thematic exploration of 
how to maintain good mental health through challenging times. In addition 
students will spend time on a citizenship unit in which they learn about the 
types of organisations on a local, national and international scale who work 
to ensure our needs are met, and a finance unit exploring bank accounts 
and how to be an intelligent consumer. All lessons are taught in mixed ability 
and gender groups. 

History In History the curriculum is designed to allow students to gain a 
chronological understanding of the Early Modern period, whilst 
consolidating key skills such as knowledge and understanding, second-



order concepts, the use of sources and interpretations. Students study ‘The 
Tudors: 1485-1603’, ’Stuart England: 1625-1666’ and ‘Britain: Health and 
the People: c1000-1900’. All assessed work in Year 7 covers the four key 
assessment objectives required at GCSE, with exam questions being 
structured to enable all students to be appropriately challenged. Learning 
will be assessed through a combination of teacher, peer and self-
assessment, using pop-up quizzes, practice and unseen assessment 
questions. Homework tasks will be used to extend students’ knowledge and 
understanding, as well as building upon their interest in key events and 
individuals. 

Maths The Year 7 Maths curriculum aims to ensure that all students develop 
fluency in the fundamentals of mathematics, can reason mathematically 
and can solve problems in a systematic way. The content covered this year 
fits into six areas, which are distinct as well as interconnected.  These are 
number, algebra, ratio, proportion and rates of change, geometry and 
measures, probability and statistics. 
 
Each half term we look at three to four units of work to build on students’ 
prior learning. Assessment takes place on an ongoing basis so that 
teaching can be adapted to meet the needs of students. This takes the form 
of a set task at the end of each topic and then a more formal test at the end 
of each half term. Both assessment points provide an opportunity for 
students and teachers to identify achievements and areas for improvement. 

Geography During Year 7 the following units will be studied: Map skills, It’s your Planet, 
About the UK and Rivers. These themes enable students to develop a 
knowledge of globally significant physical and human features and 
understand in some detail what a number of places are like, how and why 
they are similar and different and how and why they are changing. Student 
progress is assessed by end of unit tests and a main exam. All topics will 
have key pieces of work assessed throughout the year and students will be 
given a flightpath level for each topic. Assessed pieces of work consist of 
end of unit assessments, research projects for homework and simplified 
GCSE exam style questions.   

English Students will follow a course that is divided into literature and language. For 
this they will have 2 separate exercise books.  
In their literature course, they will study texts from across history and genre. 
We start with a look at Private Peaceful and war literature. This is followed 
with an exploration of literature through time starting with Beowulf and 
Chaucer and moving up to more modern extracts. We also study an 
introduction to Shakespeare, with focus on A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
We cover poetry from a range of cultures, developing a range of writing 
skills and understanding how various texts work.  
One lesson a week will be English language based. Here we develop writing 
for purpose, creative reading and comprehension skills. Topics include 
diary and letter writing, presentation and persuasion skills and reading a 
range of fiction extracts. Students also complete a speaking and listening 
presentation in one unit, as well as smaller speaking tasks throughout other 
units. 
Students will complete assessments throughout the year; one for each 
module, ranging from creative writing tasks to the assessment of language 
analysis, inference and deduction.  Flightpaths will be used when marking 
and given to students as part of formal assessment. 

Languages The Year 7 curriculum is designed to allow students to develop their 
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in French. There is an 



emphasis on communication and learning to ask and answer questions. 
Pair-work, surveys and games are used regularly to practise and build 
confidence in speaking.  
Topic areas studied in Year 7 include greetings, school, myself, family, pets, 
sport, hobbies and the French-speaking world. Students will develop an 
understanding of French grammar, verbs and tenses through these topics.  
Students will be assessed through classwork, homework, vocabulary tests 
and an assessment at the end of each unit. 

PE Students are introduced to competitive games and activities. Typical 
activities include: football, hockey, gymnastics, netball, athletics and rugby.  
We deliver a wide breadth of study to allow students to try many different 
activities. 
Students develop their physical ability in line with flightpaths and 
assessment of this is conducted through observations throughout a 6 week 
block of work. Baseline assessments will be completed at the start of the 
year and used to set flight path targets. During Year 7, students are 
introduced to the basics of anatomy and physiology, changes that occur to 
the body during exercise and the benefits of exercise. This content is 
delivered during their practical lessons. 
We believe that taking part in school sport and physical activity is key to a 
student’s success in school and would encourage all to attend an extra-
curricular club regardless of their perceived ability. 

RE Year 7 RE focusses on these main themes: Leadership, what is God, 
philosophical ideas, values, and community. We start by exploring the 
values that are prized in Britain; the Christian and multi-faith teachings that 
have influenced them. Then we learn about a series of inspirational leaders, 
and ask what we can learn from them. After Christmas, we use the 
‘philosophy for children’ approach to explore the idea of humanity and 
cosmological arguments. The final half term concentrates on the theme of 
Saints, special people and places. Year 7 are assessed in relation to five 
skills; stating, describing, explaining, analysing and evaluating. These skills 
are developed and assessed throughout the year in written tasks, as well 
as their Year 7 exam.  

Drama During the first term of Year 7 we look at the theme of bullying by exploring 
a poem based on a boy who falls asleep in the classroom; we follow this by 
an exploration of the theme of ‘Winter’. During the Spring term we explore 
the novel ‘Boy’ by Roald Dahl and consider the theories of the practitioner 
Stanislavski. In the Summer term we will look at ways in which plays, 
including ‘Bugsy Malone,’ can be transformed from ‘the page’ to ‘the stage’. 
Throughout this first year of Drama we aim to introduce students to a range 
of Drama strategies, elements and medium and look to encourage high 
level innovation and creativity in classroom work. 

Computing Students have been learning about the foundations of computers and 
computing, from looking at the earliest computers to recent developments 
in AI and mobile technology. Digital literacy learning is supported by 
creative work such as website design. An introduction to the coding side of 
the curriculum is provided in the Binary, Microbit and Sprite Dancing 
sections of the course. Students have the opportunity to improve project 
work after marking. All work is marked relative to targets - On Track, Above 
or Below. E-safety and health and safety within the computer room are core 
to each task and lesson. 

Art In Year 7 students focus on the foundation skills of art and design. There is 
a focus on observation and drawing skills and developing skills and 
understanding with colour. Students will research different artists to support 



the learning in the classroom and broaden knowledge and understanding 
of art in a wider context.  

Transition English 
Over the course of the year, we aim to develop a range of literacy skills that 
are not only needed to achieve in English but across the curriculum. 
Scaffolding of tasks is the key to developing not only the quality of each 
student’s work but also their confidence to apply these skills in later topics 
or in different subject areas.   
During the Autumn term, students study Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
by Roald Dahl where descriptive writing and development of language skills 
are explored followed by work looking at non-fiction reading and writing 
around theme parks and diaries. The Spring term allows time to discover 
poetry and a chance to create our own poems before heading to the world 
of theatre exploring a Shakespeare play and a modern play – Our Day Out!  
Rounding off the year, we spend the first half of the final term focusing on 
developing descriptive writing based around a number of pictures before 
undertaking a speaking and listening challenge to become the next Bear 
Grylls: The Island winner! 
 
Topic 
Topic lessons in the Transition Curriculum allow us to develop skills in 
History, Geography, RE, Personal Development (PD) and Computing. We 
aim to follow similar topics to the rest of the school and begin in History with 
The Tudors. Geography allows us to look at where we live, how our planet 
began and how it is changing. Basic computing skills are the focus of the 
first term. During the Spring term, we look at Elizabeth I and Stuart England 
as well as exploring Africa and the rainforests in Geography. As we 
approach the end of Year 7, we will begin our topic of rivers, which will look 
at river processes, rivers around the world and a short story written by a 
local author based around the Carlisle Floods of 2015. 

 

 

 


