
 
 

A note from your child’s Director of Learning 
 
 
I am delighted to welcome you back to Year 10. I hope that you have had a good summer and that you are 
ready for the opportunities and challenges that Key Stage 4 will provide.  

 
In order to help you plan for the new term and make the most of this year, the following information can be 
found on the school website: 
 

• Procedures regarding communication with school 
• Uniform requirements  
• Lunchtime arrangements  
• Publicity permission 
• Information about attendance, including details about what to do in the event of student absence  
• Important dates for your diary and our term dates 
• Details of our consequence systems 
• Information about Free School Meals 

 
Please pay close attention to the school uniform requirements, all students will be expected to be in 
correct uniform at the start of the term. You are advised to adhere to the guidelines which are available 
on the school website. 
 
I am pleased to confirm that I will be taking on the role as Director of Learning for Year 10, following the 
retirement of Mrs Robinson at the end of the last academic year. I am very much looking forward to undertaking 
the role and building on relationships, which were already established during my role as Director of Learning in 
Year 8. I will be fully supported by the team of Form Tutors and Mrs Wood as Student Manager. Together we 
aim to ensure the very best outcomes for your child and will continue to support them in every aspect of their 
schooling and their transition into Year 11. 
 
As you may be aware there have been changes to examination requirements. There will be a small number of 
external examinations for some students during Year 10, as well as internal examinations. Examination dates 
will be sent to you well in advance of the event and it is important that these are noted and kept safely. In all 
years, we advise that family holidays should be taken during the school holidays, but in Year 10 it is unlikely that 
holiday requests will be authorised. There will be a big drive this year on student attendance and punctuality to 
form and lessons. Attendance will be closely monitored, with the minimum expectation being 97%. Please 
continue to support your child in attending school, so that their learning is not disadvantaged in any way, 
ensuring they achieve their full potential in their examination subjects.  
 
In many subjects, students will be involved in the completion of coursework or controlled assessment; my 
advice to students is to submit work on time and to a high standard, don’t let the deadlines slide and the 
pressure build up – ask for help when you need it! 
 
Thank you in advance for your continued support both in and out of school. There is no doubt that this year will 
be extremely busy, and in some cases stressful, but Mrs Wood and I are committed to supporting every student 
in Year 10, so that they can get the very best out of their time in school and we are available to discuss any 
concerns you may have. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Miss Carruthers 
Director of Learning - Year 10 
 


