
 
 

A note from your child’s Director of Learning 
 
I am delighted to welcome you back to Year 9. I hope that you have had a good summer and that you 
are ready for the opportunities and challenges that Year 9 will provide.  
 
In order to help you plan for the new term and make the most of this year, the following information 
can be found on the school website: 
 

• Procedures regarding communication with school 
• Uniform requirements  
• Lunchtime arrangements  
• Publicity permission 
• Information about attendance, including details about what to do in the event of student 

absence  
• Important dates for your diary and our term dates 
• Details of our consequence systems 
• Information about Free School Meals 

 
Please pay close attention to the school uniform requirements, all students will be expected to 
be in correct uniform at the start of term. You are advised to adhere to the guidelines, which 
are available on the school website.   

I will be Director of Learning for Years 8 and 9 and will support students through the transition into 
Key Stage 4. I will be supported by the Form Tutors and Miss Elliot – Student Manager, will continue 
to work with the Year Group. 
   
In light of imminent choices and future opportunities, I cannot stress enough the importance of Year 9 
and the need for consistent effort from students whilst making the most of our support. In Year 9 it is 
important to recognise that the focus is towards ensuring that all students are well equipped and 
informed to deal with the increasing opportunities open to our young adults in Years 10 and 11. Apart 
from the regular Progress Evenings, there will also be the GCSE Options Evening in January 2017 
that I would ask you to attend with your child. Details of the options process will be sent to you later in 
the year.  
 
Some students will start some GCSE courses in Year 9. In all years, we advise that family holidays 
should be taken during the school holidays and it is unlikely that any holiday requests will be 
authorised. 
 
Thank you in advance for your continued support both in and out of school. There is no doubt that this 
year will be very busy but Miss Elliot and I are committed to supporting every student in Year 9 so that 
they can get the very best out of their time in school and we are available to discuss any concerns 
you may have. Both Miss Elliot and I know what fantastic students we have in this year group. We are 
both looking forward to working with you all! 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr Mothersdale 
Director of Learning - Years 8 and 9  


