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Head  Line  s ’ 
Dear Parents 
As I come towards the end of the 
first term of this year, it is a time to 
reflect on what has been, at times, 
a challenging but ultimately very 
rewarding four months as the new 
Headteacher at William Howard. 

There has been much achieved and 
things identified for improvement. 
That follows for individual students 
and staff as well as in a wider 
whole school sense. It is important 
that we remain at all times 
focussed, individually and 
collectively on feedback we are 
given within all that we do so that 
we continue improving. No one is 
perfect or indeed ever will be and 
we can all explore new ways of 
making progress towards our goals. 
With a staggering 40% of the 
academic year already gone, it is 
something to focus upon over the 
coming Christmas break so that we 
maximise the opportunities the 
time remaining this year allows us.  

Contained within the pages of this 
Newsletter is a glimpse of the rich 
variety of activities and 
opportunities that our students 
have access to. These are not what 
a privileged few engage in, but 
what is undoubtedly a universal 
accessible broad offer that all our 
students are exposed to. There is 
no doubt that all students should 
take the opportunities that they 
have, even if they are not sure they 
will find success or be able to do 
something. Ultimately it is the fact 
that they all have the ability to 
constantly learn by challenging 
themselves on a daily basis that 
enables them to become the young 
people that will shape all of our 
tomorrows. 

I wish everyone a happy, restful 
and peaceful Christmas holiday. 

 

 

Chris McAree, Headteacher 

 

 

Our ambitions individually and 
collectively certainly do need to be 
high, but also need to be broad and 
not overly narrowly focussed. It is 
for that reason that one attribute 
of our school that never ceases to 
amaze me is the rich diversity of 
talent, aspirations and inspiration 
that are displayed by each and 
every member. Across the student 
and staff body there is a general 
natural enthusiasm for self-
improvement, for reflection and 
betterment. Even in those that may 
at first glance present as less 
engaged with the everyday life of 
the school there is underneath a 
passion or dream lurking. It is our 
role as a school to tap into that 
element of us all through the 
curriculum, through wider 
opportunities and through 
belonging to our diverse 
community.  

 

We have signed up 47 new participants: 40 Year 10 
students starting at Bronze Level and 7 Year 12s 
working towards Gold. In addition to these we still have 
a large number who have completed their expedition 
section and are now working on the Volunteering, Skills 
and Physical elements of the programme. Since 
September six students have fully completed awards: 
four at Bronze Level and two at Silver.  

THE DUKE OF 
EDINBURGH’S AWARD 

This year’s training kicked off with a Saturday morning 
in school. This was run by Mrs Neilson, Mr Mallinson 
and Mr Maguire and provided the students with an 
introduction to the programme. Two weeks later they 
undertook an eight hour outdoor first aid course 
delivered by Lakes First Aid. The participants performed 
excellently on both occasions and were a credit to 
themselves and the school. They should now be well 
prepared to start the main bulk of their expedition 
training, which will start in earnest in the new year.  

The Duke of Edinburgh Award 
has proved to be popular with 
our students again this year. 



  

Junior Wind Band  
Students from WHS and 
surrounding primary schools are 
rehearsing hard as part of the 
Junior Wind Band. The band is 
reaching record numbers and will 
be performing a range of pieces at 
the School’s Christmas Concert.  

Year 10 clarinet players Nicola, 
Hazel and Claire commented: 

 “It’s great to get all of the young 
people involved and it’s really 
helping us develop as musicians”. 

'Carols by Candlelight' 
The Music Department are busy preparing for the 
annual 'Carols by Candlelight' recital at St Martins 

Church, Brampton. 
Mr Verry, Director of Performing Arts, has been in regular 
contact with Reverend Richard Tulloch to make sure that 
this is a Carols by Candlelight with a twist. Our new guitar 
orchestra is performing, there will be BTEC performances 

and of course the annual communal hymns. 

Performing Arts Evening  
On Wednesday, 14 December the Music Department 
are celebrating the talent within our school. All of the 
instrumental bands will be involved and we are 
excited to have every year group well represented. 
There will be Brass Band, Senior Wind Band, Flute 
Group, Clarinet Group, Chorale and many more 
performing to a sell-out audience. This is a great 
example of the opportunities available to our students 
and demonstrates our strong instrumental provisions.  

WHS students performed at the ‘Light Up a Lake’ event for the Eden Valley Hospice, where 
over one thousand lights were floated onto Talkin Tarn to represent loved ones who had 
sadly passed away. It was a lovely evening with singing below clear skies and across the 

beautiful tarn to over 1000 people who had come to support the event. 

Music 
 



 

  

Year 13 student, Maya Shimmin, reports: 

Five members of staff along with 74 students 
worked hard to create a production that told the 
classic fairy tales through music, dance and 
dialogue. Auditions were held in September and 
the Drama team were overwhelmed with the 
amount of talent and enthusiasm that was shown 
during the audition process: they struggled to 
single cast all of the roles, so decided to double-
cast many of the roles to allow more students the 
opportunity to rehearse and perform in a lead 
role.  

The cast began rehearsing in the Performance 
Hall at the beginning of the show week and 
worked tirelessly to ensure the production was a 
success. After only two dress and technical 
rehearsals in the space, the cast were ready to 
perform to the audience. Six shows later we were 
overjoyed with how the whole production went.  

The members of the cast would like to thank all 
the teachers for their hard work, the technical 
team for their time and energy, the media team 
for filming and the rest of the school for their 
support. If you would like to participate in next 
year’s production please keep an eye out for 
information.   

This year William Howard School’s 
production was the Sondheim musical  
 



 

 

 

  

In September a performer from 
physical theatre company 
Frantic Assembly ran 
workshops in school for two 
separate groups of students. 
They were taken through a 
series of steps to devise. 

The timing of the workshop was 
pertinent as Year 13 Drama 
students used the influence in 
their final Drama devised 
performance in November. Year 
13 Performing Arts students are 
incorporating some of the 
elements into their penultimate 
practical performance which 
will take place in January.  

The Media Department geared 
up to produce a range of 
different products for the 
school’s Drama performance of 
‘Into the Woods’.   

Year 13 Broadcast and Studio 
students shot a promo and a 
behind the scenes short film whist 
preparing to film two of the live 
performances using four cameras 
and a vision mixer.  Once edited 
the completed DVD will then be 
for sale.   

Media and Gaming clubs have 
continued to run over the term, 
with Media Club students focusing 
on shooting short films about the 
myriad different clubs and 
activities available in the school.   Media 

 

 



 

 

 

  
Year 12 Problem Solving at 
Lancaster University 
At the end of November Mr Gaunt (Maths 
Curriculum Leader) and seven students from 
WHS took the opportunity to join staff and 
volunteers working with the Further Maths 
Support Programme (FMSP) at Lancaster 
University.  The students were thrown in at the 
deep end; having to tackle problems which they 
had all of the maths knowledge to complete, 
but little or no experience of doing.  To make it 
even more challenging teachers were not 
allowed to join in. 

Mr Gaunt was impressed by the resilience of 
our students as they thought about logical steps 
and developed solutions to complex 
problems.  When he was given the opportunity 
to work with the group in the afternoon, it was 
clear they were becoming more confident in 
analysing and modelling situations.  By the end 
of the day the students were also coming up 
with solutions in ways that none of FMSP or 
teaching staff had explored before. 

It was a great day out and they are all looking 
forward to the next one. 

+ Maths = 
 

Primary Maths 
The Maths Masterclass programme is making Maths 

fun with local Primary Schools.  These classes are 
aimed at Year 6 gifted and talented pupils and will 

have a specific focus each lesson including Data, 
Number, Algebra, Shape and Problem Solving.  

Well done to everyone involved. 



 

  

Students this term have been part of a 
programme to study for the European 
Computer Driving Licence (ECDL).  

It has been really hard work but Zoe Macdowall 
and Scott Murray were absolute stars, gaining 
their Presentation Unit first of everyone in their 
Year 10 group!  

The ECDL is equivalent to one GCSE and is 
recognised across the country by employers, 
colleges and apprenticeship providers alike.  

As the publicity says, “The course has four core 
units: Word Processing software, Spreadsheet 
software, Presentation software and Improving 
Productivity using IT. The last unit develops 
problem-solving abilities so you can apply your 
new IT skills to a wide range of projects. Since 
everything’s online, feedback is instant and 
automated”.  

WHS students are taking the opportunity to be 
ahead of the crowd, and end their Year 10 already 
in possession of a Level 2 qualification. 

Computing 
  

 

 
Everyone in Key Stage 3 Computing classes have been 
experimenting with the supported materials that come 
with the code.org package. Old favourites came to the fore 
again, Minecraft and Frozen especially, but others were 
new – like Moana, Design Your Own Game, VidQuest. 

The chance to explore and make your own decisions is 
addictive.  In Hour of Code week – no-one complains that 
they have to work all class and there’s a wail of ‘No? It’s 
the end of the lesson already?’ 

Students help each other and sharing what they have 
learned is a universal pleasure. Students who are generally 
withdrawn and quiet turn out to be coding superstars and 
change the view held by the classmates forever. 



  

Years 7 & 8 have entered a concept-based 
design competition led by Mr Brown. 

Year 7 concept was inclusive design where we 
have seen products range from collapsible and 
portable crutches to gel pens, which adapt to 

the users individual shape, making writing 
easier. Year 8 had the theme of Sport where we 

had magnetic strips sewn into leggings to 
encourage legs to be held firmly closed when 

trampolining, to Velcro lights. 

Nine students competed in the school heat 
of the National Future Chef Competition.  

Congratulations go to Poppy Gregory (Year 9) and Will 
Morrey (Year 8) who will be representing WHS at the 
Cumbria Final at Keswick Cookery School on Tuesday,  
17 January.  Poppy’s winning dish was Paneer Makhani 
with Rice and Chapati, while Will impressed the judges 
with his Chicken and Mushroom Casserole. 

Design & Technology 
 What a fantastic start to the year! 

Students’ eagerness to grasp opportunities 
never ceases to amaze us. Here are just a 
few of the headlines so far this year… 

Year 10 are just about to embark on the controlled assessment while 
Year 11 are coming to the end, they are looking forward to inviting  

you along to the annual Exhibition in the summer where  
all their work will be on display. 

It’s that time of year where Year 11 are given 
the opportunity to enter the Arkwright 

Scholarship. We wish you luck and hope you 
follow in Alex Salkeld’s footsteps who is our 

current Scholar. 

In groups they designed a mobile phone 
stand based around London tourist 

attractions. Please follow 
#designventura for updates. 

Year 9 have entered 
the Design Ventura 

National Competition. 

 



  

The competition brief was to 
design a futuristic bag for 2040. 
The finished products were 
modelled by a professional model 
on a catwalk at the Clothes Show 
Live in Birmingham NEC. 

Sophie was awarded a trophy and 
£1000, as well as winning £500 for 
the DT (Textiles) Department. 

Congratulations to Year 12 student Sophie Bell  
who is the proud winner of the 2016  

Young Handbag Designer of the Year Award  
- a national competition run by Clothes Show Live. 

Claire Allgood (Year 12) 
also did incredibly well 

with her entry being 
shortlisted for the prize. 



  

In 2 groups, we had to choose the landforms we wanted to create 
and chose the materials we wanted to use to construct them. The 
materials we had to choose from consisted of cake, jelly sweets, 
cheese balls, napkins and paper umbrellas. A range of landforms 
were created including cliffs, arches, stacks and wave-cut notches. 
Each group was given 25 minutes to construct our coasts and then 
10 minutes to create a presentation explaining the formation of the 
landforms we used. This exercise helped embed our learning as in 
our presentations we had to use the technical language required at A 
Level. For example, we had to comment on the erosional processes 
used and the transportation processes of the waves. Every person in 
each group had to present a different part of the coast. The 
presentation aspect of the lesson helped embed the learning as we 
had to remember the formation of the landforms to present them. 
By physically creating the coasts we were given a more visual 
representation of how these landforms look and how they form part 
of the coastal landscape. 

Sofie Norris (Year 12 Geography Student) 

Geography  
 

As part of our work on coastal 
erosional landforms, we created 

our own coasts using food.  

 



 

  

In the morning, we visited the Byker area and found that it was suffering 
heavily from urban deprivation: it was rundown and a largely 
unwelcoming environment. Our job was to get an idea of what the area 
was like. We did this by completing a land use survey to see what areas 
were residential, recreational, commercial etc. We also asked members 
of the public about how they felt living in Byker. The questions included: 
would you recommend living in the area? Have you got access to green 
space? Is crime an issue in the area?   

In the afternoon we visited the Jesmond area. It has experienced what is 
known as studentification over the past few years. This is where the 
majority of students of the two universities of Newcastle live. We once 
again completed the land use survey and interviewed more members of 
the public. We found that the area seemed more welcoming and was 
certainly more of a relaxed neighbourhood than Byker. Also interestingly, 
we asked a question about what supermarket do they use for a general 
food shop and the results were that in Jesmond, Waitrose and Tesco 
came out joint first, whereas in Byker nobody even answered Waitrose.  

 

Year 12 Geography students visited the Byker and Jesmond areas of Newcastle Upon Tyne.  
The aim was to investigate why these areas show differences in terms of their levels of 
deprivation and quality of living spaces. Alex Batchelor (Year 12 Geography Student) reports: 

 

 

William Howard School’s A Level Law students 
appeared in the Crown Court on Wednesday, 16 
November to battle it out in a mock-criminal trial 
event laid on by the University of Cumbria. Eight 
of our budding lawyers from Years 12 and 13 
attended the event which played host to around 
40 people from in and around Carlisle.  

Law  
 

 The cases were created by students who then had to 
present their legal arguments and cross-examine 
witnesses. Students had to face Judge Lancaster, a real 
Crown Court judge. Judge Lancaster also gave a talk 
about what the life of a lawyer, the excitement of 
appearing in court, the challenges faced by a lawyer in 
court and the art of excellent public speaking.  

The Law students said this was a fantastic opportunity 
that they thoroughly enjoyed. It enabled them to show 
off the skills they have learned during our own mock 
trials in class. Students applied their legal knowledge to 
their cases and certainly enjoyed getting into character. 

Students are now looking forward to their visit to 
Durranhill Police Station next month where they will be 
shown to the cells! 

 

Students in the Dock! 
 



 

  

Year 13 historians visited Auswitch Birkenau in October as part of the 
‘Lessons from Auswitch Project’, which supported previous work 
they had completed on the Holocaust. The visit was preceded by an 
orientation seminar and will be followed by the students completing 
‘next steps’ around the time of Holocaust Remembrance week.  

Additionally, students in Year 13 also visited Budapest as part of their 
course and or as an enrichment opportunity. They visited a number 
of historical and cultural sites and really got to experience the 
changes that have occurred in this developing Eastern European city 
following on from years of oppressions during the Cold War period.  

History 
 

The students visited war 
memorials, commonwealth 
and German cemeteries and 
museums to support their 
knowledge and 
understanding of the impact 
of the First World War on not 
only their local area, but on 
the wider world and in the 
years that followed.  

 

A number of trips and visits 
have taken place this term in 
the History Department 
involving students in both 
Key Stage 4 and 5.  

All three visits exemplified 
the exceptional behaviour 
and attitude of our students 
who were a credit to the 
school. 

 

Two Year 10 students visited the Battlefields of the First World War in 
France and Belgium, as part of a government initiative to send two 
students and one teacher from every school in the UK to the 
battlefields of the First World War between 2014 and 2018, as part of 
the First World War Centenary Project.  

 



 

  

It’s been a busy term in the Art Department 
with our new starters settling in well.  

Year 7 students have been exploring line, tone, texture, 
mark-making, shape and form, researching artists such as 
Henry Moore, Ernst Haeckel and Karl Blossfeldt. Their 
technical skills are developing nicely.  

Year 8 have been looking at Aboriginal art and the Mexican 
Day of the Dead and are enjoying working with a range of 
materials and techniques.  

Year 9 have been investigating portraiture, looking at a 
range of different artistic styles.  

Year 10 have settled well into the new GCSE Art and 
Photography courses and are all enjoying discovering new 
techniques in their sketchbooks.  

Meanwhile Year 11 are in the process of completing their 
mock exam and coursework portfolio, which is handed in 
straight after the Christmas break. Sixth Formers are busy 
getting their portfolios completed by the end of January, 
prior to starting their final exams in February. 

Art 
 

As part of our extra-curricular programme we have a Year 7 
Art Club running on Fridays - more members are welcome!  

Arts Award is back up and running at Bronze and Silver Level 
with some exciting project ideas for their awards. We are also 
collaborating with Longtown Primary School to create some 
community artwork for Longtown. 

 



  

PE 
 

 
OCR Sport Science qualification students have had a 
series of practical and theory lessons. They recently 
completed a cookery practical lesson in which they 
made dishes for endurance athletes. The group will 
be visiting the University of Lancaster after Christmas 
to trial out their fitness testing equipment.  

 

 
Keane Appleton has recently returned from the Irish 
Open (U17) where he reached the semi-final. He 
looks forward to the British open in January.  

 

 
U16 girls made the finals of the County Schools. The 
U12 Triangular festivals have been a huge success 
this year with the A team winning all of their games 
against the Carlisle schools and the B team have 
made noticeable improvements throughout.  The 
U14 came second in the City Cup and the U16 were 
runners up in the City Cup and qualified for the finals.  

 

 

WHS continue to enjoy success in football. The Year 7 
boys and girls narrowly missed out making the finals 
in the City Schools Indoor Competition.  The U15 and 
U16 boys are in the semi-final of the County Cup with 
the U16 boys in the final of the City Cup.  

 

 
A big achievement for the KS3 girls (Grace Lightfoot, 
Elspeth Emery-Brown, Kate Griggs and Millie McRae) 
who saw off all the city schools to win the KS3 girls 
competition held in Carlisle.  They will progress 
through to the regional round in January to be held in 
Penrith. Good luck to the girls and all other players 
from the other Key Stages. 

 

 
The club is growing in popularity with over 50 
members turning up every week.   

Damon King has had recent success for his school and 
club where he finished fourth in the regional schools 
and sixth out of 23 qualifying for the club finals 
where he finished a remarkable eighth overall. 

 

 
Hockey Club continues to boom. Numbers at training 
are growing to 70 students.  A number of our 
students are now playing regularly at Carlisle Hockey 
Club: Kate Feddon, Eve Armstrong, Lily Baker, Kate 
Pinguey, Ellen Pinguey (also playing for the county) 
and Sixth Formers; Caitlin Robinson, Jenny Little and 
Sarah Corcoran.  

 
As a ‘working strand’ school, the RFU are continuing 
to offer support with the delivery of rugby at WHS. 
Numbers are steadily inclining with girls rugby 
beginning to take off.   

Well done to the U16 boys who have made the 
developmental County squad with Joe Gardner 
joining the U17 programme and Will Maughan having 
received his first U18 representative cap in 
November. 

 

Here’s a brief selection of some of 
the sporting achievements at WHS 
throughout the Autumn term… 



 

 

 

  

City Schools Cross Country Championships 

The Year 7 competition was hosted by Austin Friars and 
WHS finished third overall in both the boys and girls 
competitions. The following five students have been 
selected to run for the Carlisle Schools team in January 
at the County Championship at Sedburgh School 
following their placing at the City event: 

Chris Sisson 7th  

Jake Wright 10th 

Amy Milburn 8th 

Shannon Dalgliesh 9th 

Anastasia Palmer 10th 

The Junior and Intermediate competitions were held at 
The Sheepmount in Carlisle and WHS had three winners 
on the day: Melissa Bills, Adam Bent and Olivia Bent; all 
winning their age groups. As a result of the event WHS 
has a further thirteen athletes going forward to 
represent the City Schools team at the County 
Championship in January 2017: 

Junior Boys  
Adam Bent 1st 

George Sidaway 3rd 

DJ Taylor 8th 

Colin Bell 14th 
Lewis Bell 15th 

Ben Lawton 16th 

 

Junior Girls 
Melissa Bills 1st 

Intermediate Boys 
Scott Evans 3rd 

Dean Batey 6th 

Harvey German 11th 

 

Intermediate Girls 
Olivia Bent 1st 

Rachel McCamish 6th 

Ellen Pinguey 16th 
 

We wish all these competitors even more success at the 
County event and hope they can repeat their success 
and go onto represent Cumbria soon after.  

Three ‘festivals’ have taken place this 
term: Years 5 and 6 Tag Rugby; Years 3 
and 4 Hockey; and KS1 Trampolining and 
Dance. There has also been a football 
tournament and primary cross country 
competition at Talkin Tarn. Each age group 
will have another festival after the 
Christmas holidays, as well as the key step 
gymnastic competition to look forward to. 

Primary PE Links 



 

  
Six students represented WHS at a 
County School Boccia Competition 
at Penrith Leisure Centre on Friday, 
25 November.  
It was a very well attended event with teams from 
all around the County and competition was fierce.  

One team of three students entered the Lord’s 
Taverners School (Pan Disability) Division. These 
students were Ben Harris, Elizabeth Kavanagh and 
Davonna Cowan. There were 19 teams in their 
competition. They played really well and made it 
through to the quarter-finals.  

The three other students entered the Lord’s 
Taverners School (Physical Disability) Division. 
Naomi Gordon, Connor Dixon and Thomas 
Armstrong played brilliantly and won all of their 
first-round matches against Workington, 
Ullswater and Mayfield. This put them straight 
through to the 1st and 2nd place final. Again, they 
played superbly; beating Mayfield resoundingly. 
They were awarded with medals and will now go 
on to represent the County at the Regional Lord’s 
Taverners Boccia Competition in Liverpool in 
February. Understandably, they are very excited 
about this. 

All the students had a fantastic day and were  
excellent ambassadors for WHS. Well done to them all! 



 

  

The term has started well for the Mountain Bike Club with no 
rides cancelled due to the weather! The ride programme has 
provided students from Years 7 to 13 with opportunities to 
ride different trails across Cumbria and South West Scotland. 

The club is open to all year groups, however at the start of each new year, 
students from Year 7 and 8 are invited to attend a day aimed at encouraging new 
riders into the regular ride programme. The day is focused on skills enabling the 
younger riders to get to grips with the techniques of riding in a safe and fun 
environment.  

With weekend rides including the annual trip to Glentress (arguably the best trail 
centre in the area) and Newcastleton, riders have also had the opportunity to 
ride after school with evening rides using the club’s own mountain bike lights.  

The evening rides are always fun with the added excitement of riding the trails in 
the dark. Following fundraising 24 hour challenges the club have organised over 
the past few years, all riders are able to borrow a set of lights and a bike if 
needed – giving all students the chance to ride! 

Almost 30 different students of varying experience have enjoyed the trails this 
term. With volunteer leaders supporting the club rides, the ability and experience 
of all students can be catered for with the rides taking in both blue and red trails. 

With the club now taking a winter break, a new ride programme will be in place 
after Easter – students are advised to listen in the bulletins and keep an eye on 
the mountain bike page when they’re released as they fill up fast!  

WHS Mountain Bike Club 

 



 

  

Year 10 Heath & Social Care Student, 
Courtney Thornthwaite, visited Warwick 
Bridge Primary School as part of her course.  
Here is her report of the day: 

On Friday, 7 October I visited Warwick Bridge 
Primary School for my Health and Social Care 
coursework research.  I arrived at 8:30am and 
went to the office, I had to sign in and was 
introduced to the Headteacher. I was shown to 
the Year 1 & 2 class that I was staying with all 
day.  I was introduced by the class teacher and 
the children all said hello, they were sat in a 
circle on the floor and telling each other what 
they were looking forward to doing over the 
weekend. About 15 minutes later they were 
then asked to make a line as it was time to go 
to WOW assembly, in the hall with all the 
other students in the school. They sat at the 
front of the hall and a few children from each 
class were given a WOW certificate for 
something they had done well or achieved that 
week. The children were so happy about their 
achievements.  
During the day I got all the research I needed 
for my coursework and had a really lovely day. 
What I enjoyed the most about going to  the 
school was getting to speak to the children. 

Health & Social Care 
 

As part of the coursework for 
GCSE Health and Social Care, 
students in Year 10 visited a 
social care or early years setting 
in order for them to complete a 
substantial piece of coursework, 
which is worth 66% of their final 
marks.   
Tasks include finding out about how the 
setting meets the needs of the people who 
use the service such as physical, intellectual, 
emotional and social; the job roles of people 
who work directly with people who use the 
service; how the care values are applied and 
how the barriers which prevent access to the 
setting have been overcome (wheelchair 
access etc.). Whilst much of the theory work 
will take place in normal lessons, it is 
necessary for students to go out of school 
into care settings to gather information to 
help with tasks and to gain higher marks by 
conducting primary research. 



 

  

The programme we offer allows students to get 
‘real-work’ experience throughout the academic 
year, alongside gaining their qualification.  
Consequently, this can lead on to post-16 
opportunities with their provider, as some of 
our past students are testament to prove.  

Here’s a snap-shot of this 
term’s work… 

Motor Vehicle Technicians training at college 

Year 10 Hairdressing & Beauty Therapy 
students with pre-Halloween make-up 

Work-Based Learning Placements 
A number of the Year 10 and Year 11 students, attend 
work-based learning placements with local 
employers/training providers.  This involves the 
students spending one day a week out of school in an 
actual work environment while studying for their 
respective qualifications in; Hairdressing, Motor 
Vehicle, Childcare, Food and Nutrition and Agriculture.  



 

  

Back in September the theatre 
company ALTEREGO performed 
their new piece ‘Feel the Hate’  
to all Year 11 students.  
This company work with schools and the Police and 
Crime Commissioner to develop theatre 
performances which open up some of the most 
serious issues facing young people today. For the last 
two years they have performed ‘Chelsea’s Choice’ 
which showed our students the destructive power of 
unhealthy relationships and in the new piece they let 
us see what it is like to be on the receiving end of 
hate crime perpetrated against young people 
because of disability, religion, race and sexuality. We 
were all deeply moved by the power of the accounts, 
which whilst fictionalised, were all based on the 
experiences of young people in our county.  

In November, we were joined for  
the afternoon by the band White 
Eskimo who began a 40 day school 
tour with a visit to William Howard.  
As well as performing songs such as their new single 
‘Game Time’ to students in Years 7 and 10, they 
spoke about the health choices they have made in 
their career so far.  

In school, we talk to students about the 
responsibility we all have to make healthy, informed 
choices so it was fantastic to hear from Will, White 
Eskimo’s lead singer about choosing not to smoke so 
he can look after his voice and Alex the drummer 
about his need to stay physically fit to play his part in 
their performances. The number of students who 
wanted to stay back to speak to the band afterwards 
spoke volumes on the impact their message (and 
music) had and as they left the group said that all 
they wished for the tour was that every audience 
were as wonderful as our students!  

We have been thrilled this term to have welcomed 
exceptional visitors to school to enrich the 

Personal Development (PD) curriculum 

Back in September the theatre 
company ALTEREGO performed 
their new piece ‘Feel the Hate’ 

to all Year 11 students. 
 



 

  
The school is introducing a number of initiatives to promote  

 

“Books and Biscuits”  

run by Mrs Brereton at lunchtime offers 
students the opportunity to discuss 
their reading with their peers and 

recommend books they have enjoyed. 
Furthermore, staff across the school 

will be displaying their favourite books 
and making students aware of their 

current reading in order to promote a 
school wide reading ethos. 

Martin Stewart (writer) 

has been appointed as a 

Patron of Reading to WHS 



 

  

There were over 
60 entries for 
our bookmark 
competition.  
They came from all year 
groups, and it was a 
very difficult task to 
choose the best ones. 
The seven winning 
bookmarks have now 
been laminated and are 
available to students 
whenever they borrow 
a book from the Library. 
All seven winners 
received a £5 book 
voucher which they 
were able to use at the 
Book Fair, and there 
was a small prize for 
EVERYONE who 
entered.  

The most loved bear in literature turned 90 this October!  

Winnie-the Pooh, by A. A. Milne, was first published in 
1926, and the story was based on the author’s son 
Christopher Robin and his stuffed toys. It was an 
immediate success, having sold out within just two 
months, with 35,000 copies sold in Britain and 150,000 in 
the USA. The Pooh stories have been translated into many 
languages including Latin. The illustrator for the first and 
all subsequent Pooh stories was E. H. Shepard. 

A big thank you to all students, staff and parents 
who supported our annual Book Fair (14–18 
November 2016). It was another successful year, 
with the sales of books and stationery amounting 
to a staggering £1,039. As a result, the school is 
receiving £623 in book vouchers, with students 
being invited to select or request new titles for the 
Library. Many of the Book Fair titles will soon be 
available for loan.  

The Library 
 

The Library mounted a display showcasing the much-
loved characters and memorable quotes from the book. 



 

 

 

     

  

Spellbinding 
Reading Challenge 

Two of our students, Maia Slater and 
James Loughrey, represented William 
Howard Sschool at the annual 
Spellbinding Award Day, which took 
place on Wednesday, 15 June in 
Penrith Methodist Church.  

Spellbinding Reading Challenge is a 
county-wide reading initiative, 
organised by the Library Services for 
Schools (Cumbria County Council) and 
supported by WHS Library, our joint 
aim being to create enthusiasm and 
excitement about books and reading.  
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Recommended Christmas Reads for KS3 
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