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Head’sLine
Getting the opportunity to talk about the successes of our
community is always daunting. Where to start is the challenge.
As a school we had done our utmost to ensure
students were set to achieve to their very highest
potential, especially so because of all the proposed
upheaval of exams and courses that had taken place
during the year. Our first set of real data came in on
14th August with the Year 13 results which turned out
to be the very best that we have ever received as a
school in our history. The important measures of
average point score per student and average points
per entry were the best ever, and we had 6 students
make it into Oxford and Cambridge to read a range of
courses from History to Chemical Engineering.
Uplifted by these results and hoping for similar
st
outcomes for our Year 11 students, the 21 August
quickly came around. No one was sure about the
outcomes as all the bases had been shifted, but,
although the overall 5A*-C (including Maths and
English) figure of 62% was down on the previous year,
it transpired that in fact we remained well above
national averages. We have maintained our healthy
margin above national outcomes, clearing the figure
by almost 10%.
I could continue to unpick these results and talk about
individual successes and areas that we know we need
to work on as a school, but actually one of the things
that sets William Howard apart from others is that we
do more than focus on the academic. Of course it is
crucial that every student who passes through our
doors achieves to the very highest level that is
possible for them, but what I am most proud of is
everything else that we add – the value added outside
of the academic.
The Music team continue to excel in everything that
they do, be it the Band Trip this summer that toured in
Italy, the Choir, Brass and Flute Ensembles that
performed at the Cathedral as part of the Carlisle
Cathedral Live at Lunchtime Concert series – William
Howard was the only school performing, amongst
professionals and societies. We are working closely
with Primary schools to support music and offering
Year 5 and Year 6 students the chance to join our
junior bands.

Our Open Evening was extremely well attended with
many Year 5 and Year 6 students gleefully dissecting
rats, eating spam sandwiches and icing their own cupcakes.
In September we were informed that we had been
entered for 4 awards as part of the prestigious Golden
Apple Awards sponsored by the Cumberland News,
and duly on the 3 October I found myself at the
awards ceremony, along with the William Howard
School nominees. The school was successful in two
categories: Technology in Learning, which was
accepted by the Media team and the Fit for Life
awarded to the PE team. These were not related to
academic success, but in recognition of the impact
upon our community and learners.
The sports and activities offer by our school team is
phenomenal, from work with Primary schools to
mountain biking to the more traditional teams and
clubs – I am always struck by the enthusiasm of our
staff, students, parents and volunteers who are willing
to support each other in ensuring that activities take
place to challenge and engage our community.
Whether it is a club led by a parent or a Duke of
Edinburgh expedition organised by students and staff
and taking place on a dark, dank weekend, the
opportunity is there and seized upon.
November saw the culmination of a huge amount of
planning in relation to the Centenary Remembrance
Commemorations. We worked closely with the local
cadets and held a ceremony on Armistice Day which
involved the whole school. Many of our students and
staff have discovered that they are able to trace family
members back to the Great War. It was a moving
ceremony undertaken with respect and solemnity.
We have recently been awarded Lead School in
Computing; we are now one of only 20 schools in the
country to have been awarded PFEG Centre of
Financial Excellence Status. This is a prestigious
award and we are the first school in Cumbria to
achieve this in recognition of the work we have done
both in this school and in the wider community.

From September 2015 William Howard School will
become the flagship school of the William Howard Trust,
a multi-academy trust that has been tasked with the
sponsorship of the new Academy in Workington; created
when the two schools of Stainburn and Southfield are
closed and re-opened as a single Academy. Stainburn
School has just been removed from special measures
following a great deal of hard work led by Lorrayne
Hughes who has been working as Executive Head
across William Howard and the Workington schools
since February this year.
A new Trust Board will be established in the New Year,
with Mr Martin Simpson as elected Chair of the Board.
The Trust Board will consist of a small group of Trustees,
details of which will be circulated in the coming months.
Whilst our day to day running will not be affected the
governance structure of William Howard School will be
reviewed.
Finally, I must take a moment to thank Mr Euan
Cartwright who has been a member of the William
Howard School governing body for over 25 years. He
spent the last two years as the Chair of Governors,
guiding the school through a period of change which
required a sure touch. Euan decided to retire from the
Governing Body in July, and I would like to thank him for
the support and good guidance he has given William
Howard School over the last quarter of a century.
Our new Chair of Governors is
Mr Chris Irving, and he takes on
this role at an exciting time in
the school’s development.

I have barely scratched the surface of what
the school has done recently - you will find
much more information in this edition of the
Newsletter, but as you can see we never
stand still as an institution. Our aim is to
ensure the best possible outcomes for all
our community.

Domenic Volpe, Head of School

TRAINING A NEW
GENERATION OF TEACHERS
William Howard School is one of
seven schools which have formed
a consortium to train up a new
generation of teachers.
The Rural Learning Alliance has achieved
teaching school status which will also allow the
participating schools to offer leadership and
support to others.
The alliance is co-ordinated through the two
gateway schools of Gilsland CE Primary and
Ivegill CE Primary. The strategic partners are
Wreay CE Primary, St Michael's School in
Dalston, the Gillford Centre pupil referral unit
in Carlisle, James Rennie special school in
Carlisle and William Howard School.
The consortium is also working with Cumbria
County Council, the University of Cumbria, the
Church of England Diocese, the National
College of Teaching and Leadership and a
wider group of primary and secondary schools.
The Rural Learning Alliance is one of 200
groups awarded teaching school status this
year. The role of the alliance is to encourage
collaboration between schools and share good
practice. It will also design and deliver training
to meet specific challenges in the area.

To find out more, please visit
www.rurallearningalliance.org.uk

To mark the centenary of World War 1 all
students and staff have been making poppies
for a huge installation in the Foyer.
The inspiration for the project was Paul Cummins’ poppies at the Tower of London “Blood swept
Lands and Seas of red. Although we couldn’t make 888,246 to represent a British or colonial soldier’s
death in WW1, the aim was to ask everyone to make one to represent that we all will remember.

4,000 bun cases were used to
create the poppies which were
made in Art and PD lessons.
There was lunchtime drop-in
sessions arranged to enable staff
to create their poppies. Particular
thanks to Abigail, Ryan and Lucy
for helping out in the Learning
Resource Centre.
We were given the names of 143
local soldiers killed in WW1 and
we made personal poppies to
remember them.

The poppies project has also launched the latest
Arts Award project in the art department.
Students will explore arts and crafts linked or inspired by
WW1. We will be visiting the War Games exhibition at
Tullie House and work with local artists to create a large
scale painting which on completion will be placed in the
Foyer with the trench.
By completing their Bronze Arts Award students will
receive a nationally recognised qualification.

It was the students themselves who very much drove the
three days and all were very keen to get involved in the
whole school act of remembrance.

During activities week
Mr Walker and a group
of willing students in
Years 8 and 9 worked on
Project 2014; a whole
school project that has
been set up in school to
mark the centenary of
the outbreak of the First
World War.

The focus of the first morning was to produce a timeline of
key events that took place during the First World War. Eyecatching images and concise information on the events were
researched and written up by the students involved and it
was also decided to investigate matters of interest to the
students. They were also encouraged to ask family
members about relations who had fought in WW1 and
Mardie Murdie [current Year 10] contributed a very
interesting presentation on her grandfather, who served in
WW, and his story is part of our timeline. The local
connection was investigated further with students
discovering a German U-Boat had attacked Whitehaven and
the role of the Border Regiment and its cemetery.
During the first afternoon, and for the remainder of the
sessions, students worked with Mr Humble building a replica
WW1 trench – with only three days to do this is was very
much ‘Time Team’ style! This was based on actual WW1
British Army plans and it is currently displayed in the main
foyer of the school and is quite spectacular and true to the
original design. Replica ‘sandbags’ were also filled with
paper to make the trench as realistic as possible. The
display has been progressively added to during the autumn
term and the final inclusion of poppies is a very poignant
reminder of the sacrifice of those who never came home.
The students who took part in the three day event were
a credit to themselves and the department. They worked
exceptionally well as part of a team and should be
extremely proud of their achievements.

Setting up the studio for the Quiz show

The new academic year has
started off extremely successfully
█ In October, the department won the
Cumberland Newspapers Golden Apple award
for the best use of Technology in the classroom.
█ In November, two student films which were
made as part of a new collaboration with Tullie
House were featured in their recent weekend film
festival; Year 13 students are now working on a
new set of films for Tullie House which will be
showcased later in the year.
█ The Year 12 Broadcast and Studio students are
also working on creating a music video which
they will make in co-operation with the band
“Freefall,” who are all William Howard students.

Media

The highlight of the summer
term in the department was a
studio quiz show called
Quizzical which pitted teams
from each Year 7 form and their
tutors against each other.
The game show was created by the
Year 13 Broadcast and Studio students;
as well as coming up with the format and
questions they also designed and built
the whole set in the school studio. The
filming, which was part of the students’
“Multi-camera” coursework, went
extremely well and the teams and the
studio audience had a great time.
On the academic side the department
celebrated outstanding results in most of
our KS5 courses and very good results
in KS4. The Gaming, Broadcast and
Studio, Extended Project were all
standout successes.

On the extra-curricular side, the department has some very active clubs
The Gaming Club has a group of KS3 students learning to use the level editor in a 3D
game engine so they can build their own maps later in the year. We also run a Media
Club which has a range of years from 7 through to 12. This club is currently working on
music videos and the younger group are making a video in the studio, which is covered
in Christmas decorations, where they are singing and miming to the ubiquitous
Christmas hit “Merry Christmas Everyone” by Slade. A great deal of fun has been had
so far!
We also run a TV & Stitching Club as a result of a very successful day that was held
during activities week. We have both boys and girls enjoying their cross stitching and
knitting whilst watching Episodes of Dr Who – a great way to spend a Friday lunchtime.

Computing
Students at William
Howard School were being
taught it before it was so
much in the media, and
recent displays in our foyer
and on our classroom
walls have shown the
incredible skills of some of
our students. They have
written computer games,
designed a code to
automatically create
complex shapes, and
explored how computers
are used in the world.

GCSE Computing was launched at William
Howard School in September 2013 as an
option for those students who wanted to
become more adept at designing, rather
than using, computer kit.
By the end of the first year, the GCSE group were
already coding some terrible jokes and making the
computers count their times tables. One student
(who shall remain nameless) didn’t tell it when to
stop. If we hadn’t been lucky enough to replace the
computers in the room it might still be going!
Fortunately, the students have not only become
more competent theorists but also strong coders,
and have completed their first Case Study using
Python, a powerful text-based program that allows
students to learn the rules that apply to all
programs, from traffic control to cash machines.
The Year 11 group is all male, but the Year 10
group includes a girl in its number, and it would be
great if other girls realised that there is something
for them in Computing as well.

Maths
What a busy start to the year. Here we outline just a
couple of the extra activities which have been going on.
Three of our Year 9 students have been attending
extra maths sessions at Carlisle College on
Saturday mornings. Mohinee Bhagawan, Greg
Blenkinsop and Madeline Dearman Hill write:
“The extra Maths Masterclasses have been a really
exciting way for us to learn more. They provide a
great experience for us to learn new things which
wouldn’t normally be taught in the syllabus. So far we
have looked in depth at Shapes and Powers of Two,
including getting our heads round the binary system.
There are 10 types of people in the world – those who
understand binary, and those that don’t! There are
also plans for a range of speakers to come and talk to
the group and it’s nice to meet students from lots of
different schools in the area. Thank you to Mrs Green
for putting our names forward and for supporting us by
coming along to some of the sessions.”

UKMT Challenge
On 6 November a number of our outstanding
Year 12 and 13 students took part in the Senior
UKMT competition and are currently awaiting
their results. The United Kingdom Mathematics
Trust run three competitions throughout the
year and students from all over the UK
compete against each other. The Intermediate
competition for selected students in Years 9,
10 and 11 takes place at the start of February
2015. The Junior competition is for students in
Years 7 and 8 and takes place at the end of
April 2015. Again, a selection of our students
will be invited to take part. Outstanding
participants may be asked to compete in the
Olympiad competitions which follow on from
the initial rounds.

Drama

The Autumn Term has seen a successful
start to extra-curricular activities: a popular
Year 7 Drama Club runs on Thursday
lunchtime; a Theatre Club on Friday
lunchtime and rehearsals for the school
play ‘Oh! What a Lovely War’ are looming.
After school on a Monday we have started an Acro Dance Club which is
a mix of dance and gymnastics. The club increases both confidence
and flexibility in our students whilst being lots of fun. Acro is open to all
age groups and abilities ensuring challenge is given to all in a safe and
positive environment with the possibility of gaining qualifications.
In Dance Troupe, we have already begun working on our ideas for the
U Dance Festival 2015 and have a lot of different ages involved ranging
from Year 7 to Year 13. For this piece we will be working in a
Contemporary style, which is strange and new to a lot of our young
dancers, but exciting. The U Dance Festival takes place in late April at
The Sands Centre - here’s a sneaky peak at some of our dancers
choreographing.
Next term we start after school sessions preparing for Trinity Acting and
Speaking and Musical Theatre exams, more details to follow from Ms
Inglesfield.
We end this first term congratulating Aaron Halliwell in Year 9 following
his successful audition for the role of John Darling in The Sands Centre
pantomime Peter Pan: a superb achievement, well done Aaron!
We also think of our recent leavers who have started their first term as
undergraduates studying Drama, Dance or Performing Arts at a range
of institutions including The Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, Trinity
Laban, Manchester Metropolitan and Liverpool Hope. We look forward
to receiving exciting news about their first term!

English
The War of Words is a national poetry
competition run by Young Writers to
encourage younger students to
engage in creative writing.
The focus this year was tied to the
centenary of WW1 and asked pupils
to compose poems on the theme of
conflict.

Year 8 students at William Howard participated
in the competition as part of their unit of work
on War Poetry. After much deliberation the
English department selected 5 entries to
represent the school as part of the national
competition. The chosen entries were from
Leah Farish, Edward Croucher, Lucy Bell,
Joseph Kelly and Jasmine Harrand; all should
be congratulated on their imaginative and
effective poems.
We eagerly anticipate hearing the results and
are hopeful that some of the poems will be
included in the published collection of national
winners. We will let you know soon…

Music
December is here at last, and
for the music department that
means frantic last minute
preparations for the many and
varied performances coming
up this month.

In December we started with the Christmas
concerts on Wednesday 3rd and Thursday
4th at which we saw the culmination of a
term’s worth of rehearsing by the extracurricular bands and ensembles. On the
Wednesday we heard the Junior Wind band,
Flute Ensemble, Sixth Form Choir,
Orchestra, Sax Ensemble and Senior
Strings, and on Thursday it was the turn of
the Senior Wind band, Junior Choir, Brass
Ensemble, Junior Strings and the Clarinet
Ensemble.

In November the Junior Choir, Flute
Ensemble and Brass Ensemble were invited
to give a recital to round off the Carlisle
Cathedral Lunchtime Concerts series, and at
the very end of the month we had some
instrumental exam results: Pass with Merit for
Lewis Quinn and Joshua Murtagh Reed, both
taking Grade 3 Drums, and a Pass with
Distinction for Isla Bell sitting her Grade 8
Flute exam, so congratulations to all three.

Towards the end of term musicians are
involved in the Senior Citizens’ Tea Party,
the Head Teacher Commendation
Assemblies and the Christmas Celebrations,
and in the final week of term there is the
Carol Service in St Martin’s Church on
Monday 15th December followed by
performances from the Brass Group and
Choir at the Presentation Evening in Carlisle
Cathedral.

Year 10 student, Joanna Robbins, has achieved fantastic
success in Music over the last two years.
Joanna sat GCSE Music in the summer whilst in Year 9, two years ahead of schedule, gaining an A*.
In March 2013 Joanna sat Grade 8 flute and came out on top with a distinction and
later that year she also passed her Grade 7 Violin. Not only is Joanna an exceptional
performer but she is a good all-round musician, passing her Grade 5 Theory with
distinction and now developing into an accomplished and creative young composer.
Joanna has successfully auditioned for a place at The
Junior Royal Conservatoire of Scotland where she
has travelled to every Saturday for the last two years
to receive specialist and advanced training in music.
This includes individual tuition on flute and violin with
two of Scotland’s finest teachers and opportunities to
participate in orchestras, chamber groups and choir.

It is clear that Joanna loves music and has much talent in this field.
Competition success has already been quite outstanding having
entered Lanercost Festival and Carlisle Music Festival, winning first place in
Violin Open Category in 2014 (at Carlisle Music Festival), and first in Under 15
Flute (Lanercost Festival).
Joanna plans to take her AS Music in the summer alongside our Year 12
students. We wish her the very best of luck. Well done Joanna.

Languages
In November 2014 our Year 12 and 13
students went to view “Les Choristes”
for a MFL film study day. The study day

introduced the students to accessible and
enjoyable foreign language films. It provided
them with practical opportunities to use and
develop their language skills on the day.
They met other ‘A’ level students and
participated in activities that helped them get
comfortable talking about films and to engage
with the social, cultural or political themes.
The students thought it was a brilliant
opportunity to stretch them and inspire higher
level linguistics. The event itself was
delivered in the target language, with small
group work facilitated by Newcastle
University students. Overall it was a very
productive study day that inspired our
students to find out more about languages
and use their linguistic skills outside school.

A fun-packed taster day was held in
November for over forty Year 5 students
from a number of our feeder schools.
They introduced themselves in French and
counted to at least 12. Participants sang
and danced to a very popular nursery rhyme
“Dans la fôret loitaine” Pupils acted out
movements for the words and the animals in
the rhyme and a competition was set up.
Mrs Hamilton took half the group to
rehearse the song and their mimes and Miss
Leighton did the same with the other half of
the group. After sufficient time practising
the groups performed in front of the primary
school teachers and other languages
teachers at WHS, and Mrs Gibson was the
judge. Everyone performed well and
French pencils were given to each pupil
as a reminder of their time with us.
They will be able now to learn numbers
and the days of the week using their
new pencils!

One hundred Year 7 students had a fantastic
trip to Paris and Disneyland during activities
week at the end of summer term.

They travelled by coach and the Eurotunnel, and stayed in a Disneyland hotel, spending most of the
time seeing the sights of Paris with a full day spent in Disneyland. Excursions included a boat trip on
the River Seine with a great view of the Eiffel Tower; a visit to the Stade de France; a walk up the
Champs Elysees to the Arc De Triomphe and Sacré-Coeur Basilica on top of the Montmartre Hill.

Design & Technology
DESIGN
VENTURA
Year 9 and 10 students have taken up
a fantastic opportunity to work with
local designers and teachers to enter
a national compeition run by the
Design Museum in London.
This resulted in a school presentation event much
like TV’s “The Apprentice” (no mention here of who
took on the role of Sir Alan Sugar!), with parents
and a panel of judges, including Andrew Gore a
STEM ambassador, Jamie Douglas owner of
Bread&Jam and Jon Stynes of JonStynes Design.
Second place was awarded to Adzip and Ventura
were so impressed that they blogged it as an
example of how to do it. More information next time
on how Ringo our first place team got on…

This term has seen the start of the BTEC Construction
course here at William Howard School. Students attend the
course for a full day (Thursday) and cover a wide range of
construction skills. So far the students have installed
electrics into what will become their new workshop. This
involved routing cabling around the room for a main
consumer unit (junction box) and installing sockets and a
lighting circuit before finally installing the lights themselves.
They have also constructed the framework for their new
benches and begun to produce tool boards which will sit
above their workstations. The next trade will be plumbing;
students will have the opportunity to install a full bathroom
suite including routing and connecting water pipes and
overflows. The aim is to have their new construction room
finished for Christmas and then have an opening ceremony
with local press and parents present.

Trouble putting keys on your keyring?

Our product is simple, but a very effective addition to your keychain. Simply insert the Ringo
in to your keychain and twist it, opening your keychain and allowing you to put keys on much easier.

Geography
Monday, 10 November saw a group of
thirty nine Geography students from
Year 12 explore the housing and
social developments of Newcastle;
specifically Byker and Jesmond.
The students were looking at the
contrasts and similarities between
the two areas in terms of land use,
property quality and the opinions of
the local residents in those vicinities.

Starting in Byker, the group split in half –
one group began by taking their map of
Byker and, after being assigned an area to
investigate, went to collect the information.
The other group travelled to the nearest high
street and were let loose to gather
information for their personally designed
questionnaires – covering topics such as
housing type, public transport usage and
comments on general health and the
aesthetics of Byker.
The same task was carried out in Jesmond,
the only differences being that the questions
were more relevant to the neighbourhood
and that changes brought about in recent
years by the influx of students (and the fact
that if you finished with time to spare you
could grab a hot drink to warm up).

Psychology
Year 13 Psychology students
have been studying social and
emotional development this term.

Mrs Fitton and Miss Walton gave their ethical
consent for their infants, Harry and Sofia
respectively, to take part in a recreation of the
‘Strange Situation’. The infants were placed in
an unusual environment with their mothers
present, introduced to strangers, left alone with
strangers, and then reunited. This was then
repeated, but the second time infants were left
alone for a short period of time. Students could
then observe the infants’ use of their mother
as a secure base to explore their environment,
their stranger and separation anxiety, then
finally their reunion behaviour. They then
classified their behaviour according to
Ainsworth’s attachment types.
Harry is 18 months old and he clearly
demonstrated anxiety when separated from his
mother. He was easily soothed upon her
return, suggesting a secure attachment style.
Sofia, only 9 months old and less mobile,
displayed few outward signs of distress either
towards strangers or by being separated.

As part of this section of the course we have been
learning about caregiver-infant interactions and
how psychologists measure attachment. Using a
technique called the ‘Strange Situation’, initially
developed by Mary Ainsworth, psychologists can
classify infants as securely attached, insecureresistant or insecure-avoidant attachment types.

Year 12 students were also present and used
the ‘Strange Situation’ to enhance their
understanding of research methods, in
particular the use of controlled observations
and the ethical consideration by which
psychologists are bound. The study was
recorded, edited and made into a short movie
which has since been placed on YouTube and
Resour’d to be used by other Psychology
teachers. This is our first experiment on infants
and in the coming months we will repeat the
study to see if their behaviour has changed
with age. We also hope to replicate famous
experiments by Piaget so that we have a
personalised bank of student created movies.

This term sees some changes to the staffing within the Health
and Social Care department. Mrs Soulsby is expecting a baby on
Christmas Day and started her maternity leave at the beginning of
December. She has been with us exactly 4 years and is hoping for a
milder winter than when she started as it was snowing and minus 16
degrees! All her lessons will be covered by Mrs Stevens who joined
us at the end of November. Mrs Stevens has worked previously in
schools within Northumberland and Cumbria and spent time working
in occupational health within the police force. We welcome her to the
team and any Childcare or Health and Social Care queries need to
be directed to her on astevens@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk.

Health & Social Care

Science

█ PHYSICS
In mid-November Year 13 Physicists
attended a Low Temperature Master Class
to hear a lecture from Professor George
Pickett, a leading physicist in this field.
The professor was very entertaining and
provided the students with some excellent
examples and explanations regarding how
we achieve ultra-low temperatures and
understanding super fluidity.

█ APPLIED SCIENCE
Year 13 Applied Science
students spent the day at Lifelab
in Newcastle. They used highly
specialised equipment to isolate
copy and visualise a gene from
their own cheek cell involved in
taste. This day at Lifelab enables
Year 13 students to complete a key
part of their course and develop
knowledge, skills and
understanding of equipment and
techniques not available in
schools. All students were
completely absorbed by the day
and as you can see from the
pictures they certainly look the part!

In October the GCSE class travelled to Trinity
School in Carlisle and took part in a one-day
conference led by the renowned philosopher
Peter Vardy. In a fast-paced day Dr Vardy
introduced them to some key ideas in moral
philosophy – everything from assisted dying,
to drone warfare and global poverty.

Our new full GCSE
is up and running
Students have been thinking
about whether miracles
happen, why there is
suffering in the world, and
have analysed some
philosophical arguments for
the existence of God.

In Year 12 our new A level
Philosophy course has begun
Some potentially baffling questions have
got the students scratching their heads:

Could this all be a dream?

The students have enjoyed the challenge of
pulling apart the arguments of philosophers
such as Plato, Locke and Descartes.
They are also enjoying the fact that their
course is training them not only to learn
about philosophy, but to be philosophers!

PE
On the whole, the
participation at WHS
for extra-curricular
sport is excellent with
hundreds of students
taking advantage of the
wide range of sporting
opportunities offered.

 NETBALL has been a popular sport with
the U16 girls bringing success at the city
tournament before competing well at the
County finals.

 CROSS COUNTRY Our cross country
teams have had an excellent year. The Year
7 boys and girls both won their city
tournament, as did the Year 8/9 boys. The
8/9 girls, 10/11 girls and 10/11 boys all
achieved second place which has resulted in
WHS being in a strong position for the overall
city athletics for the upcoming year.
Individual city winners included Olivia Bent
(Year 9) Scott Evans (Year 9) and Ollie
Dawson (Year 11).

 HOCKEY We have also seen an increase
in participation in hockey at WHS over the
year with several fixtures and mini
tournaments being played which includes
games against Trinity, Caldew and Lime
House.

 FOOTBALL is going from strength to strength with the
U13 and U14 teams progressing well in the English
Schools’ Football Association national cup. U13s are due to
play Ulverston and the U14 team are due to play Queen
Elizabeth School Kirkby Lonsdale. The U13 team is also in
the semi-final of the county cup, playing Ullswater
Community College. The girls’ football teams have also had
an excellent year with both the U16 and U15 teams
reaching the semi-finals of their competition.

The U16 girls’ tennis
team is now the third best

team in the northern region
of England. Having beaten
the best from around
Cumbria during the
summer the team played a
further two matches in the
North finals round against
schools from the North
East. After successfully
qualifying through these
rounds they attended the
regional finals on Friday,
14 November at
Sunderland Tennis Centre.
They were beaten in the
semi-final before winning
the third place play off.

During PE lessons on Armistice Day students
participated in military style PT drills as well as
tackling an army assault course, which
involved getting muddy and wet. Physical
effort was supplemented by knowledge as
staff helped to educate the students about the
war as part of the lessons.

 RUGBY There have been plenty of rugby fixtures with all
years playing games. This year has brought games against
Trinity, Caldew, Austin Friars and RRCA as well as teams
from Years 8, 9 and 10 playing in the emerging schools
tournaments with the Year 9s coming third in their
competition.

Learning Provision
THE NEW CODE OF PRACTICE - SEPTEMBER 2014

Principles underpinning the Code of Practice
 The views, wishes and feelings of the child or young
person, and their parents
 The importance of the child or young person, and their
parents, participating as fully as possible in decisions;
and being provided with the information and support
necessary to enable participation in those decisions
 The need to support the child or young person, and
parents, in order to facilitate the development of
child or young person and to help them achieve the
possible educational and other outcomes, preparing
effectively for adulthood

their
the
best
them

 Involving children, parents and young people in decision
making
The new Code of Practice (COP) began on 1
September 2014. For William Howard School the
changes needed to implement this were minimal.
The new COP is family and child-led and, as most
of you already know, this was the way we have
always worked together with families. However, it
has meant that the support staff structure in school
was reviewed and new roles meant new training
needs. We have spent the first half term working
together under the heading ‘collaborative
classrooms’ to make sure that we have this correct
for both the students and staff in school. Outcomes
from this will be woven into future training and
reviewed regularly over the rest of the school year,
enabling us to continue to provide outstanding
support for all the students needing additional
support either temporarily or throughout their school
career.
As part of the changes to the COP, schools are
required to submit their ‘Local Offer’ so that parents
and students, present and future, can see clearly
how we identify those needing additional support
and what the school offers to those students. Check
out our Local Offer on the parents’ page of the
website.

on another note…
The Year 7s have settled in well and
assessments have been collected
and we are now ready to look at the
intervention programmes needed for
the new cohort. Letters will be sent
out to parents and carers shortly.

FINANCIAL EDUCATION
At the end of November Mrs Hill,
the school’s Economic Wellbeing
Co-ordinator, was presented with
the Centre of Excellence Award at
the PFEG Centres of Excellence
Conference in Birmingham
Only 20 schools hold this
status and William Howard
School is the first in Cumbria to
achieve this accolade. We will
be supporting other schools in
the North of England who are
aiming towards the award.
The award was presented by Michael Mercieca
CEO for Young Enterprise and PFEG (Personal
Finance Education Group) and Jaime Graham,
Director, UK Debt Management, Santander and
was given in recognition of the financial education
within William Howard School.

At the conference Mrs Hill spoke about
financial education at WHS and she also
delivered two workshops on how the school
uses feedback and progress to inform future
planning within financial education
lessons. Currently, local financial
organisations come into school and teach
lessons to all year groups on the importance
of learning about money management
including HMRC Tax Office, banks, credit
unions, university finance and Citizens Advice
Bureau. A range of topics is covered in
lessons including budgeting, planning,
banking terms, debt avoidance, pay day loans
and loan sharks and on-line
gambling. Students leaving this school will
have been taught skills to enable them to
have financial health and wellbeing to take
forward to their next step in life. In addition
they are sharing their knowledge with younger
pupils in local primary schools.
Recently some of our students taught some
aspects of financial education to pupils in
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 at Brampton Primary
School as part of that school’s “My Money
Week”. Working with other local primary
schools is an area Mrs Hill is keen to develop
further as part of the Centres of Financial
Excellence status.

The Learning Resource Centre
Every year the LRC

organises a number of

events to promote books
and reading

The 13th September was Roald Dahl’s birthday.

Spellbinding Reading Challenge
In the spring and summer terms 2014 a
group of keen readers from Years 7 and 8
had fun reading and reviewing books for
the Spellbinding Book Award 2014.
Cumbrian librarians had selected a
shortlist of 10 titles, and schools were
invited to nominate their choice of the
best three. The final selection took place
in Penrith, with students from local
schools voting for the best title and later
taking part in a reading-for-pleasure
workshop. William Howard School was
represented by Lauren Craig and
Rebecca Smith (pictured below).

The LRC celebrated with a Roald Dahl week – there
was a different lunch-break activity every day, from
quizzes and word searches to a hunt for Roald Dahl
book characters, which were hidden all over the library.
Since in 2014 we were also celebrating the 50th
anniversary of the publication of “Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory”, all prizes were chocolate flavoured!

Our annual Book Fair, held in the LRC from 10
to 13 November, was again a great success.
Students and staff
who supported it
spent £730 on
books, posters and
stationery. The LRC
will receive £365 in
free books, with
students being
invited to select or
request new titles for
the library. If you
were not able to buy
a book – why not
borrow it? Many of
the Book Fair titles
will soon be
available for loan.

A reminder that the LRC is open after school until 5pm (4pm on Fridays) so that students can
catch up on school work, do homework, read, browse or use the IT facilities. Everyone welcome!

Connecting
Classrooms

Intercultural
Exchange

The end of the summer term saw
the arrival of around 40 students
and 8 staff from Taipei and
Hualien County in Taiwan.
This is the second time that our guests have
visited Cumbria as part of the Connecting
Classrooms project with the British Council.
The project’s aim is to allow students to
experience life in a very different country and
find out about biodiversity, geography, history,
language and culture.

The group arrived at William Howard School on Tuesday,
8 July and spent the afternoon shadowing their host
students in their lessons. The next day the students and
teachers were treated to a range of activities which
showcased the school’s fantastic facilities. To begin with
there was a treasure hunt around school for the students
to get acclimatised; this was quickly followed by a rock and
roll dance class facilitated by Miss Serrechia. After break
the group made yummy chocolate chip cookies with Mrs
Yates and members of the WHS Asia Club. In the
afternoon Year 10 students devised a carousel of activities
to help the Taiwanese students learn some basic café
conversation French which ended in a well-earned ‘glace
au chocolat’ in the canteen. Thursday saw a full day out of
school visiting Tullie House in Carlisle and an afternoon of
fun at Walby Farm Park, which was thoroughly enjoyed by
all. Friday was our last day with our Taiwanese guests
and, along with four WHS students who are going to
Taiwan in 2015 we travelled to Nelson Thomlinson School
in Wigton for the final event of the exchange. The ‘Expo’
brought together all six of the county’s schools involved in
the Connecting Classroom project in order to share
experiences of the exchange and to learn more about
each other’s cultures. Following an introduction by the
Headteacher of NTS students were organised into groups
to do activities e.g. manga drawing, soap making and
Japanese theatre. After lunch we waved our guests off for
London, tired but having had a fantastic experience.

THE DUKE OF
EDINBURGH’S AWARD

During the first part of this term
students who took part in the
award last year completed
their expedition section by
giving their presentations.
These took a variety of forms
from videos and power point
slide shows to Polaroid photo
displays with captions.

We are now in the process of
starting off this year’s cohort.
The award has again proved to
incredibly popular with our
students and we now have 98
signed up to take part this year.

The first activity for those new
to the award was a one day
outdoor first aid course at the
end of November. Training
continues to take place after
school on a Thursday in
preparation for an orienteering
day in December and practice
expeditions next April. Final
qualifying expeditions will take
place during July next year.
Alongside the expeditions the
students are expected to
complete a skill, volunteer for
an organisation and take up a
physical activity. Gold level
participants will also have to
undertake a residential week
before they can complete their
award.
A number of our students
completed their awards last
year including Stuart Astle
who was presented with his
Gold Award at St James
Palace in April 2014.
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Most days in Tanzania we
were privileged to be able to
attend the Tanzanian
lessons in Uru Secondary
School. It was an experience
that I will never forget…
Seeing the enthusiasm of all the
students in the class room was
unbelievable and something we all
believe should be seen in the UK.
Also, I have never met such caring
individuals; there were students
offering up their seats for us to sit
for the lesson whilst they squished
three people onto seating for two.

It was remarkably humbling to be around such amazing
people. Whilst in Tanzania we had the privilege to attend all
sorts of lessons including: maths; English; history; civics;
geography; Swahili; chemistry; IT; religion. We had a
fantastic time experiencing how their classrooms function in
comparison to ours. From the simple chalk boards to the
polite gesture of standing when speaking, we were in awe of
their education system and how it works. Surprisingly, my
favourite lesson was religion; the thought of two hours in a
classroom listening to a teacher didn’t excite me, however,
when I came out I was astounded. I had the opportunity to
sit and watch Prince (the head boy) teach a lesson to fellow
students with readings, songs, preaching about the
Lutheran faith which I had never previously been exposed
to. People’s enthusiasm and welcoming manner motivated
me to join in and I amongst the other British students in the
lesson had a GREAT time. This wasn’t all we had the
opportunity to do; some British students also taught lessons
focusing on the EU, others shared knowledge
on basic business techniques.

“This was a once in a life
time experience that I’m sure
no-one will forget”.

Even though we had a fantastic time at the
secondary school the primary schools
shocked, amazed and astonished us.
Monday, 21 July was the afternoon we had set
aside to visit the local primary schools in the
surrounding area to teach them basic English via
the medium of nursery rhymes. In four teams we
went our separate ways, all prepared with props
to teach the children the two nursery
rhymes ‘Ten Green Bottles’ and ‘One, two, three,
four, five once I caught a fish alive’. When we got
to the school we found the classrooms to be very
bare, simply a concrete room with wooden
shoddy desks and a blackboard; very simple but
after speaking to other groups we found that this
was one of the better schools as one of the
groups had encountered a school with a very
unstable looking roof and sunken buildings.
The children were an absolute pleasure to teach
and it was a joy to watch how excited they got
when we improvised and taught them ‘Heads,
shoulders, knees and toes’, even squealing when
we told them to speed it up! The events after this
will forever be a great memory, as we came to
leave the class, Dani shook one of the children’s
hands and all I can describe what happened
afterwards was literally a mob! We were all
absolutely swarmed over by children wanting to
touch our hands and say Hello; it was like
headlining a concert and jumping into the crowds,
crazy! We struggled to make it through the
children and get out of the classroom but when
we did the children ran to the playing field
screaming, shouting and laughing. Then we got
out our cameras and taught them the art of
‘selfies’! A skill that they picked up very well!
Afterwards, it was time to leave - something none
of us including Mr Bedford wanted to do. It was
very emotional when the whole school sang us a
song and waved goodbye. As we left the school
grounds the head teacher invited us back, but
due to a jam packed schedule it wasn’t possible.

Unfortunately, not all the teams had such a great experience, when
they were reminded of the sometimes harsh realities of living in
Tanzania, Mrs Mothersdale’s team visited a primary school where
the atmosphere was not as joyful and the area felt rather empty.
They found out that this was because more than half of the school’s
pupils were missing. The school’s toilets had all sunk and collapsed
and needed to be rebuilt; to do this every parent was told they must
contribute 36,000 Tz shillings (around £13), however the majority
could not pay this so the children could not return to school until
they paid up. The children had no toilet for months, but luckily, due
to external funding by the BTT, all of the students have been able to
return to school safe and sound! I have never heard such joyful
news as when Mrs Mothersdale told me that all the students had
returned.
The whole trip was a once in a lifetime experience. We had the
opportunity to help a school, teach lessons, and learn about other
cultures whilst also enjoying ourselves via shopping, socialising and
a safari. It was a trip that I will never forget in my lifetime. I can only
hope all the schools and amazing individuals we visited continue to
thrive in Tanzania. The work that the Tanzanian Link has done is
extraordinary and through the amazing support of the BTT it helps
so many people in their day to day lives in Tanzania.

the world of…

On Wednesday, 22 October six Year 12 students took part in the Nationwide
Rotary Club’s Youth Speaks competition at the Shepherds Inn in Carlisle.
is a competition which aims to provide young people with a platform to express
their ideas and views and also to develop their public speaking abilities. It is a
team competition for teams of three; for each team there was a chairman, a main
speaker and someone to give a vote of thanks to conclude the speech.
We submitted two teams: the all boy team of Adam Gallagher,
Chris Moss and Tom Raeside and an all-girl team of Isabella
Brownson, Emily Batchelor and Emily Dawes. The night
commenced with the draw for the order of the speeches with the
girls going third and the boys seventh. The opposition comprised
two teams from Austin Friars School, two teams from Trinity School
and one Caldew School team. When their turn came around the
girls engaged their audience with their topic Athletes are good role
models and answered questions on who are their personal role
models. Then, following a long wait through the other competitors’
speeches, it was the boys’ turn to take to the stage with their topic
Proud to be Cumbrian. This was given to great acclaim as the boys
cut through the uniqueness of Cumbria from the dialect to Beatrix
Potter and answered questions about the Cumberland sausage.
The judges then retired to decide their verdict; it was a lengthy wait
as the judges seemed to take a long time to make their decision but
in the meantime, the main attraction of the night for some, the
buffet, was served. The judges came out to a tense atmosphere
and it was announced that the William Howard Boys had come
second, being pipped to first place by one of the teams from Austin
Friars. The boys left the night with £10 worth of iTunes vouchers
each and certificates that the girls’ team also received for
participating - a much valued item for UCAS forms. Next year these
Year 12 students hope to come back and beat Austin Friars to get
through to the District rounds of this prestigious competition.

Sixth Form students
wore their pyjamas
for the day and
raised £520 for
Children in Need.
Particular thanks go to
12SRB who hired a lion
costume and raised over
£200 by touring the school
asking for donations.

The Year 12 Young Enterprise Team
has had a busy start to the term
█ On 9 October members of the team attended the Royal Bank of
Scotland Enterprise Event at Carlisle Racecourse.

TEAM BUILDING
AFTERNOON
All of Year 12 spent the
afternoon of Wednesday, 12
November competing in a
variety of challenges.
These included tower building, an
academic pub quiz, an army assault
course (plus other physical
challenges) and a photography
competition. 12SRB and 12EW were
crowned as joint winners of the day
with Vivo points awarded to the
winners as well as all those taking
part.

The event was attended by local schools, universities and colleges
and allowed students the opportunity to learn first-hand how to start
their own business enterprise. Students attended workshops
including marketing, branding, finances, innovation and attended a
guest lecture from an entrepreneur who ran his own dry bar in
Morecambe and was an ex-student of the University of Cumbria.
█ On Thursday, 16 October, along with other Young Enterprise
Teams from competing schools, our Young Enterprise Team
attended a workshop at the Crown and Mitre Hotel in Carlisle.
The rules of the competition were shared and teams competed on
a range of challenges throughout the day to encourage team
building skills. The main competition was to choose a random item
and set up a trade stall to advertise the products and produce a
presentation to the judges. The judges were unanimous and our
Team were awarded first place for their display and also won an
award for their presentation.
█ During the week leading up to Halloween, the Team took spooky
photos in E6 for Year 7 and Year 8 students as part of fundraising
efforts. Special thanks to Mr Birtwistle for the use of E6 and the
fantastic costumes he provided.

A Halloween themed coffee morning and raffle took place at break
time on the Friday. Prizes ranged from a Hamper, Ice Cream
Voucher to Home Made Cakes and Chocolates. The team raised
over £200 for their business venture.
█ Events later in the Autumn Term
include a Global Enterprise Event at
the University of Cumbria, the Small
Business Trade Fair on 6 December
and the Young Enterprise Trade Fair
on 13 December.

The safety and well-being of our students is
something that our school strives hard to ensure and
we continue to work hard to provide ways to help you
tell us if you or your family have any school problems
or worries eg. bullying, peer issues, schoolwork.
Reporting issues is a very effective way to
enable us to be able to deal with risks before
they escalate into harm and we already have
ways in which you can report to our school.
That goes a long way in helping us create the
safe and reliable environment for your child
that you expect our school to be.
We understand too that sometimes, coming into school
to tell us about these issues cannot always be an easy
thing to do. Time? Arranging an appointment? Speaking
with staff? Sometimes it can be a subject that you need
to bring to our attention without wanting to identify
yourself, but that you feel we need to know, particularly
if it involves a student’s well-being.

That is why we have launched
Whisper on our school website; an
anonymous reporting service for
pupils, families and the local
community that allows you to send
a message or text to a confidential
school email account where staff
experienced in responding to
issues will receive it.

Why do we think this is important?
For a variety of reasons, such as being classed as
a “grass”, or mistrust of how their concerns will be
handled, young people often find it very difficult to
report issues at school. Offering an anonymous
route may empower them to raise concerns they
may not have felt able to raise before.
We know too that reporting can raise awareness of
an issue across the school and things can change
because of that through discussion and education.
Reporting someone who is bullying, for example,
can very often focus attention on that person and
is sometimes enough to change their behaviour.
Whilst your report may not always get the solution
you want to see, reporting bad behaviours can
often stop them from happening to others. If
people know their unacceptable behaviour will be
reported they are less likely to do it and this can
have a positive effect across the whole school.

How does it work?

Clicking on the Whisper button on our
site will take you to an online form
where you can leave your message.
You can choose to send it anonymously or, if you
want us to get back to you, you can leave your
contact details. Whisper does not collect any
information to identify a sender unless they choose
to leave it.

You can also send an anonymous text
by texting WIL3 + your message to
07860 021 584.
Again, Whisper will not store any personal
information if you use this service.
If you have any questions about the service then
please email esafety@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk
or visit the e-safety section on our website
www.williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk/index.phtml?d=228247
for more details about the service.

Encrypted Emails
Sometimes there is the need to send emails
which contain sensitive or personal data.
You may receive emails from the school
which contain information about your child.

BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE (BYOD) Network
Students with their own devices (Laptops,
Tablets, Phones) which are wi-fi capable are
able to connect to the school’s BYOD wireless
network. This will allow them access to the
internet (filtered and monitored) as well as
access to school drives through the VLE.
Students are able to
connect up to 2 devices
at any time, and can
sign up by visiting the
IT Support office during
the following times:





11.05 – 11.20
12.35 – 13.05
15.20 – 16.30

If you receive an email from the school containing
personal data, the email will now be sent using
encryption which will ensure that the message
cannot be read by anyone else if it was intercepted.
If we send you an encrypted mail, you will receive a
message containing an attachment called
‘message.html’. You should save and open this file,
which will contain instructions on how to obtain the
encrypted message.
If you have a Microsoft account registered to your
email address you can use this to login and verify
your identity to open the mail. If you do not, you will
have the opportunity to either create a new Microsoft
account, or you can receive a further email which
contains a passcode to open the encrypted
message.
If you reply to the message, your reply will also be
encrypted to protect the information it contains.

E-safety is a hot topic at the moment,
and we have a number of resources
available to help you.

This new system will help ensure that your children’s
personal data is protected when emailed. If you
have any questions, please email
encryption@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk

The school website has an e-safety
section at which contains information
on e-safety issues as well as help,
advice and links to useful resources.
This section will be updated in the
coming weeks, so please continue to
check for the latest information.
If you have any e-safety questions or
concerns, please contact us at

esafety@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk

As part of our licencing agreement,
all our students are entitled to a copy
of Microsoft Office free of charge.
The software can be installed on up to 5 devices. (Including
PCs, Macs, Phones and tablet devices) The software can
be downloaded from the student Office365 portal by
following the instructions here:
www.williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk/user/74/219451.pdf
Further details from Microsoft can be found here:
www.microsoft.com/education/ww/StudentAdvantage/
Pages/hed.aspx
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a: Longtown Road, Brampton, Cumbria, CA8 1AR
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w: www.williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk

