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Please take a moment to read 
through, there is so much that we 
had to limit the size of this edition 
and restrict each area to only key 
stories. 

I would like to wish all our young 
people the best of luck with their 
exams, and I hope that all 
succeed with their future plans. 
The summer will bring exciting 
times for all.  Those members of 
the William Howard community 
who are moving on in the summer, 
staff and students, I wish you well 
and hope that you will find time to 
come back and visit. 

 

 

Domenic Volpe, Head of School 

Seussical was a sell-out 
success,  the Year 8 Footballers 
once again took the North West by 
storm and the Art, Media and 
Design & Technology Exhibition 
was even more successful than 
the previous bumper year and all 
that on the back of some of our 
best results in the history of the 
school.   

There have been numerous trips 
and events, from mountain biking 
trips to Whinlatter through to the 
forthcoming biennial trip to 
Tanzania, not to mention the 
inaugural History trip to Berlin. 

What I am always struck by is the 
ability of our staff, students and 
parents to fit all the achievements 
and successes into the days.   

We now move into the most 
challenging part of the year; 
supporting our students through 
their exams.  Once again we are 
looking at some outstanding 
achievements with no doubt 
incredible individual stories to 
share come the summer. 

In my role as Head of School I 
have been fortunate enough to be 
involved with much of what you 
will read about in this edition, but I 
cannot claim responsibility, nor 
accept the acclaim.  That honour 
lies with our fantastic staff and 
students. 

Another year is drawing to an end, but as you can 
see from the contents of this edition of WHS 
Highlights – what a year!  Whether it be musicals, 
dance, sport, travel, culture or academic success 
– it’s all happened over the last 12 months. 

Head  Line  s ’ 



 

  The year’s school performance 
was ‘Seussical’, a musical 

based on several of the  
Dr Seuss books, produced and 

performed by approximately  
70 students and staff. 

The play was chosen because it was fun and 
light-hearted and had potential for exciting 
costume and make up; it also offered a range of 
solo singing roles and opportunities for dance. 

For the first time in a school play us included 
VTT and some green screen footage – this was 
great fun to do and had hilarious results.  All of 
this work was overseen by Gary Ashbridge, a 
Year13 student who will be studying for a 
degree in Theatre Lighting at the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland from September. 
Lighting was overseen by James Phillips, Year13, 
who has supported all of the school productions 
since he was in Year 7; he will be studying for a 
degree in Computer Science next year.  

Congratulations to all of the cast who were 
outstanding and a joy to work with; best of luck 
to our Year 13 leavers - we will miss you.  

Lead roles were played by:  
Laura Croucher, Cat in the Hat  

Tom McGaffin, Horton the Elephant  
Joanna Greenhill, Gertrude McFuzz  

Abbie Smith & Aaron Halliwell, Jo & Joe  
Brynie Boyle, Mayzie la Bird  

Katie Murray & Lewis Logie, Mr & Mrs Mayor  
Faye Williams, General Schmitz  
Phoebe Turner, Sour Kangaroo   

Alison Birt, Little Roo 



 

  THE  EXHIBITION 

2014 

At the beginning of May the school 
hosted this busy and well-attended 
event to celebrate and showcase 
the work of our students in Art 
(including Photography), Design & 
Technology and Media for GCSE, 
BTEC and ‘A’ level qualifications.  
Families, friends, staff and governors were 
invited to view the wide range of work 
accomplished and the evening culminated in 
an awards ceremony to acknowledge the hard 
work and commitment of the students.  

Refreshments were made and served by Year 
10 students who are studying Catering and 
Hospitality.  There was a real buzz at the event 
as students proudly discussed their creativity 
with visitors and everyone was able to 
appreciate their evident talent and flair. 

 



 

  

The Spring Term was another busy one for the 
Art department; GCSE and A level students 
received their exam papers just after the 
Christmas holidays and have been working 
towards their final exams which were either 
side of the Easter holiday. All students have to 
produce observations from life, experimental 
work and research into artists linked to their 
theme. During the exam they have to create a 
final piece from all the research and 
investigations they have done.  
They all completed their courses at the beginning of May 
and we celebrated their achievements with The Exhibition 
(this includes D&T and Media too). Students were all asked 
to submit a final piece to display and other work was 
presented in their sketchbooks for their peers, family and 
friends to look at. Students worked really hard and The 
Exhibition was a fantastic opportunity to see all their work 
together.  

At the Open Evening of the Exhibition, The Garnet Prize 
for Art was awarded to Charlotte Keers and the prize for 
Photography was awarded to Callum Latimer. 

The Garnet Prize was started in 2013 as we wanted to 
recognise the amazing talent that we see in the department; 
last year’s winners were Rebecca Ling (Art), currently 
studying Fine Art at Glasgow School of Art and Jenny 
Jackson (Photography), now studying to be a primary 
teacher. The plaques and their work are currently exhibited 
in the Reception area in school.  
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Artwork by Rebecca Ling 

Year 6 pupils enjoying 
Arts Award Transition Days 

Art and Photography 
 

Last term we launched Arts Award 
Currently, 24 Year 7, 8 & 9 pupils are working towards their Bronze qualification in 
which they have to: take part in the arts; be the audience; research arts heroes and 
heroines; and do an arts apprenticeship by passing on arts skills to others.  

GCSE Art students are working towards the Silver level. They have to plan their own 
arts challenge and participate in activities; review arts events; learn about artist and 
arts organisations; plan an arts project and deliver it. They will be planning and 
leading workshops with Year 6 pupils in the Summer Term.   

So far Bronze and Silver pupils have had the opportunity to work with a professional 
artist and Year 6 pupils from some of our feeder primary schools on arts activities. 
We are currently finding out about Tullie House and other arts organisations. 



 

 

  

Animation students compete 
nationally against 1339 others! 

William Howard School’s Animation 
students entered the national competition 
Animation 14 organised by Manchester 
University.  They are competing against 
1,339 entries from 183 schools across the 
UK!  
Students were challenged to create innovative one minute 
animations using computer software. Each category, for 
Key Stages 2 to 5, provides fantastic prizes including 
laptops, iPads, iPods, games consoles and vouchers. The 
Chartered Institute for IT are presenting additional prizes 
in the e-safety category.  

Manchester University say that the Animation competition 
is designed to encourage students to be enthusiastic 
about computer science, and also encourage children to 
use computers creatively and imaginatively.  

Miss Hopkins, who runs the Animation Club said, “This is 
the first time that the Computer Science Department has 
taken part in this national competition and the standard of 
entries was high.”  The students said, “Being part of a 
national competition was exciting with having to meet tight 
deadlines, especially with such amazing prizes.  It was 
also good to be able to see what else is out there with 
animation.”  

Miss Hopkins encourages students to enter the 
competition which will run again next year.  Taking part in 
the competition develops a variety of skills, including 
planning, communication and time management. These 
skills will be used in later life, in and out of school.  

Animation club takes place on Tuesday lunchtimes in IT7.   

Last year’s winning animations are available to see at 
animation13.cs.manchester.ac.uk.  

     

 

Computing at WHS breaks 
classroom barriers!   
Sue Hopkins, ICT Teacher, together with Tony 
Greenwood and Charles Dobson, Lecturers in 
Computing at the University of Cumbria (UOC), 
continue to provide the unique opportunity to put 
theory into practice.   

Through links developed with the UOC, during a visit 
towards the end of last term Computing students 
explored real time networking at the Paternoster Row 
Business Interaction Centre.   

Idle, isolated computers came to life as students 
watched their network evolve.  Cables were checked 
and connected, green lights illuminated, code entered 
via keyboards and students watched as evidence of 
their communication link rolled up on the screens, 
confirming a new network. Jargon, researched and 
explained in theory during classroom presentations, 
was now shown in context. The liaison between 
William Howard School and UOC aims to provide a 
new challenge with hands-on experience for the 
students.  Their success is not only through the 
network development, but reflected in their resilience, 
self-reliance and respect as they work in a new 
environment. 

The challenge involves answering 25 multiple choice questions in one hour and is sat in school under 
normal exam conditions. The top 40% of students nationally receive a gold, silver or bronze certificate 
in the ratio 1:2:3 and each institution receives a Best in School certificate.  
William Howard School achieved 16 certificates from 21 entries - 1 Gold, 7 Silver and 8 Bronze.  
Congratulations to Jonathan Dixon (Year 11) who received the gold certificate and Best in School. 
If you would like to find out more about these competitions (senior, junior and intermediate)  
please contact Miss Jones in the Mathematics department. 

Maths Our students have been involved in the 
National Mathematics Challenge (Intermediate). 

 

Computing 
 



 

  

French in Year 7 
I have enjoyed what we have been doing so 
far in French this year. It has been fun 
learning new things and to have something 
to look forward to with the trip to Paris at the 
end of the school year.  

Some of the things we have done I already knew but 
some of it was completely new. Even if I did have 
knowledge it was good to have this reinforced. One 
of the topics new to me has been ‘describing 
ourselves and other people’ and we have also 
covered some accents. I already knew some words 
like ‘garçon’ and ‘fille’, and even some foods like 
‘pomme’ and ‘pâté’.  

I am looking forward to going on the French trip and 
extending my knowledge of some things I have 
learned. I would quite like to know ways of saying 
different forms of transport. 

We have also done conversations, which we had to 
practise and demonstrate with our partners. I already 
knew ‘je m’appelle’, ‘bonjour’ and ‘au revoir’. Over 
the summer I had practised a little with an app on 
the home iPad so I knew some things already. One 
thing I learned from that was the word for milk (le 
lait) and some animals which we have covered this 
year too. 

I enjoy learning French and I would like to get really 
good at it. The idea of being able to speak another 
language really appeals. It’s good fun being able to 
speak other languages; we are going to put that into 
practice in July and I’m looking forward to it. 

By Rachel Harmer (Year 7) 

Languages 
 

The spring term is always a demanding and 
productive one for our musicians, an 
opportunity to develop their musical abilities 
and really push their development.  
William Howard School has long been a supporter of the 
Carlisle Music Festival as it provides an opportunity for our 
students to test their skills against a wider pool of musicians 
in the region and to receive constructive criticism from a 
professional adjudicator.  As ever, our students excelled, 
gaining 7 Firsts, 5 Seconds and 4 Thirds, with particular 
credit going to Megan Brown who was awarded the Ronmar 
Trophy for gaining the highest mark in any instrumental 
class.  

Once the Festival was over we moved straight into the 
Trinity Exams which were again extremely successful, 
testament to the dedication and hard work of all the students 
involved. This year we notched up 15 passes, 13 merits and 
5 distinctions in the instrumental and vocal exams. Special 
mention should go to Phoebe Turner (Grade 6 Flute) and 
Joanna Greenhill (Grade 5 Singing) who achieved the 
highest marks (exceeding 90%) in their respective fields.   

    Music 
 

Notwithstanding the enormous effort our musicians put 
into the Festival and the Trinity exams, rehearsals for the 
school musical continued apace throughout the term with 
no less than 40 singers and dancers from Years 7 to 13 
taking to the stage for the production ‘Seussical’, ably 
accompanied by an orchestra comprising 5 members of 
staff and 7 more students, and a technical team of 5 
students. Quite apart from the really exciting and 
professional standard of performance achieved by the 
whole cast, it’s no exaggeration to say the whole 
experience, and particularly the interaction between 
students at every stage of life within our school, will leave 
an indelible mark on the rest of their lives.  

Well done to all! 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Design & Technology 
 

Wow, what a Spring Term!  Students and staff 
have worked incredibly hard to complete 
coursework for GCSE and A Level, in 
preparation for the recent Exhibition. 
As usual the department is thriving with a myriad of 
activities taking place above and beyond lessons… 

Follow us on Twitter  
@WHS_DT_YD to keep up 

to date with the latest 
news and interesting 
articles about what 

happens in  
DT at WHS 

Mr Robin Clark of Rock to Roll Ltd visited 
school to support the Year 11 Engineering 
students and showed them bicycle maintenance 
– Year 11 went on to maintain some of the bikes 
used for the WHS bike club. Thanks Mr Clark! 

Mary Docton represented the school by succeeding at local 
heats to win 4th place in Manchester in the National Future 
Chefs 2014. A brilliant achievement – well done Mary! 

 

Food Technology students continue to cater for 
events in school as part of their coursework 
(staff canapés, governors’ events, tea parties to name a 
few). Students as always made the department proud 
and received many compliments from the community.  

DT achieved a very close 
second place in the Rotary 
Competition where we were in 
direct competition with all other 
local secondary schools. We 
were pipped at the post by 
Caldew who improved 
dramatically from their practice.  
All students worked consistently 
well as a team and were 
commended on their effective 
design.  

As an Arkwright Scholar Bella Ponton, a Year 12 Product 
Design student, was selected to interview the engineers of 
the Shard, London’s tallest skyscraper. Knowing Bella, a visit 
to London probably included some well-deserved shopping! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Spring Term saw exciting opportunities for our 
Year 12 students as we took to the hills and valleys of 
the Lake District for our annual field trips to Keskadale 
Beck. Two groups ventured out over two days, and had 
very different experiences! Laden with flow meters, 
clinometers, tapes and a variety of geographical equipment 
the first group successfully collected a range of river data 
along the course of the beck and enjoyed a relatively sunny 
day in the great outdoors. The second day fell foul to the 
Cumbrian weather; although students did get to practise 
geographical methods much of the day was spent dodging 
downpours. Despite the weather the group made the most 
of their time by moving downstream to a more sheltered 
area in an attempt to collect data, though the wild 
conditions forced an early return to school. 

Geography 
 

Berlin was our destination for three days as a mixed group of Year 
11 and Year 13 students flew out from Glasgow to see the history 
that abounds in the German capital.  
It was an excellent trip with thought provoking visits to 
Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp, the remains of the Berlin 
Wall and a visit to a nuclear bunker. Other visits included 
Checkpoint Charlie; The Story of Berlin Museum and an evening 
visit to the Reichstag Dome and Brandenburg Gate.  

The term saw some excellent and creative work 
produced by students across all key stages. Much of 

this has been displayed in classrooms but some was 
displayed in Reception at the front of school.  High 

quality projects, based on the conflict in Darfur, by Year 
8 students  from Miss Mitchelhill’s classes were put up 
for students, staff and visitors to view, read and admire. 

History 
 

Culinary highlights included the delight of German 
currywurst eaten al fresco and non-Teutonic 
Dunkin Do’nuts! 
Next year sees a repeat of the trip with an extra 
day thrown in. The trip was filled within three days 
and so next year 45 Year 11 students and 4 staff 
will once more fly into Berlin for a busy few days. 

The highlight of the spring term was 
the renewal of the annual History 
department trip.  

We were lucky to have a guest 
speaker for one of our Year 12 groups 
as we welcomed Tom Hiles, a town 
planner and member of the Royal 
Town Planning Institute, to talk about 
aspects of town planning. Students 
were given an introduction to the 
systems and practices of town planning, 
which led to discussion on how planning 
approval, issues and constraints shape 
their local area. Additionally, students 
were introduced to a national planning 
competition open to ‘A’ level students. 

The Cumbrian weather 
struck again on the day  
of the Year 10 Geology  
field trip in early April.  

The trip to geological sites 
near Mungrisdale has been 
re-scheduled for the Summer 
Term, so watch out for more 
information about this. 



  

The Learning Provision 
Department is an integral 

‘spoke’ within the constantly 
moving ‘wheel’ of WHS and 
is continually evolving – or 
should that be ‘revolving!’ 

 

The Learning Provision Department is 
located centrally in relation to the 
geography of the school building, and it 
is no coincidence that one of the 
lunchtime provisions available to the 
students is known as ‘The Hub Club’, 
which provides an opportunity for 
students to socialise, and for some, a 
chance to ‘touch base’ and chat with 
staff, sharing a concern or celebrating 
an achievement. 

The analogy of a ‘hub’ within a wheel is 
a perfect way to explain the way in 
which the department strives to  
support students. 

Learning Provision 
 

The participation and achievements 
of students is celebrated. 
Opportunities are promoted and 
grasped and the dedication of staff in 
ensuring the well-being and potential 
of all students is paramount. 

For some students the department is 
used on a regular basis, with staff 
expertise and experience being central 
to the students’ learning and ability to 
integrate within the school, for others it 
serves to meet and address an 
identified need eg. literacy skill, social 
ability; an appropriate provision is 
implemented, progress and confidence 
are achieved and the student is better 
able to access the curriculum or school 
community. 

A Lesson in Childcare  
In Childcare lessons students get an 
opportunity to meet and observe children who 
visit the school. This is a lovely chance to find 
out about the realities of looking after children 
and to reinforce what is covered in lessons.  

Kass Gordon, in Year 10, wrote up what happened 
during a recent visit… 

“At the end of February, baby Sophia and her mum, Steph, 
came into my Childcare lesson. We asked Steph questions 
about Sophia and discussed if she had reached her physical, 
cognitive, language, social and emotional milestones. We 
then realised that Sophia was very advanced in her 
development as she had already reached some of the 
milestones for older babies. 

Health & Social Care 
 It was interesting asking Steph about what it was like 

was being a new mum and how she enjoys spending a 
lot of time with Sophia. She told us about how she gave 
birth in Newcastle and they were both fine at the end of 
the birth and Sophia was a healthy weight. Steph’s own 
mother made it just in time as Steph went into hospital 
just as her Mum’s flight from Australia landed.  

Steph talked about the changes that Sophia had made 
to her life and how they were planning a family trip to 
Australia to meet the other half of the family. Sophia’s 
Nana was also in the lesson and it was interesting to 
hear about the impact the first grandchild had made on 
the family.  

At the end of the lesson I asked Steph if I could have a 
little cuddle with Sophia and she said yes; it was 
interesting to watch Sophia fall asleep”. 



 

 

  

Legal London  
On 11 March a group of Sixth Form Law students, accompanied by  
Mr Carruthers and Mrs Wragg, met at Carlisle station VERY early in the 
morning to catch the 06.49 train to London. On arrival in London, a short 
underground journey took us to the Houses of Parliament, where we 
were all security checked before we were allowed into the Westminster 
Hall. Our very knowledgeable tour guide showed us the Queen’s 
chambers, the House of Lords chamber (where we were warned not to 
sit down on the Lords’ benches), and the Central Lobby, where 
Members of Parliament and their visitors bustled around us. 

A short walk along the River Thames took us to the Temple Gardens for 
our picnic, and we then explored the Temple Inns of Court on our way to 
the Royal Courts of Justice. The main hall of the Courts was a scene 
straight out of the TV legal drama ‘Silk’ as bewigged barristers passed 
to and fro. The highlight of the day was participation in a mock trial in a 
real courtroom, where the students put the principle of capital 
punishment on trial (it lost). We then had an opportunity to interview Mr 
Jan Luba, a barrister who has reached the rank of Queen’s Counsel, or 
‘silk’, about his career and work. After returning to the classroom, we 
were excited to note that he was a leading barrister in a key case 
studied by Year 12 students. A tour of the Royal Courts of Justice 
followed, and students also had the opportunity to spend ten minutes 
viewing a real court hearing. 

The final part of our visit to legal London was a walk through Lincoln’s 
Inn and Gray’s Inn, past solicitors’ offices and barristers’ chambers, and 
the day concluded with the long train journey home to Cumbria.  

This has been a year of change for the RE department.  
One example has been our name – RE rather than BPE.  Why the change? The main 
reason is that we felt that the name BPE caused some confusion – not everyone knew 
what it meant.  RE is the name that most schools use across the country, so we decided 
to go with that. Some students were concerned that this meant it would become a much 
more ‘religious’ subject, or that you would have to belong to a religion to enjoy the subject.  

         Religious Education 
 

Some Year 7 students were recently 
asked their opinions of RE so far, 
here are some of their responses: 

“I really enjoy the philosophy…I think that 

discussing things with everyone is great 

because everyone can tell you why you 

might be wrong, showing you a new way to 

think” 

“I thought RE was going to be boring, but it 

was actually fun!” 

“RE is fun, you learn all the time!” 

“I thought we would just be talking about 

religion, but it’s about a lot more than that. 

It’s about life.” 

“At the start of the year I was less confident 

in answering questions and now I’m willing 

to answer almost anything.” 

“Before I come to school in the morning I 

always say “Yes! I’ve got RE!”  

 

On the contrary; this year students from Years 7 to 11 have been 
considering a range of fascinating questions, which have great relevance 
to everyone’s lives: moral questions on issues such as war, medical ethics 
or discrimination; philosophical questions about the origins of the universe 
and limits of our understanding; and fundamental questions about what it 
means to be human. 

We are looking forward to launching new ‘A’ level and GCSE courses in 
September. ‘A’ level Philosophy is a new subject at WHS, which has 
proved popular with Year 11 students choosing their options.  

 

Tea and coffee was served along with 
a variety of home baked cakes. In 
particular the group wanted to 
support the campaign this year which 
is to support banana farmers and 
encourage people to join together to 
encourage retailers to stock fair trade 
bananas - so as you would expect, 
there was plenty of delicious banana 
bread and banana muffins to tempt 
people. 

 

At the end of 
February a group of 
Year 12 students 
organised a coffee 
morning to raise 
awareness of Fair 
Trade products.  

 



 

 

 

 

The department has been busy with 
competitions.  “The Lantern” is a short film 
about 18th Century smuggling, shot on location on 
the River Eden during  Activities Week last 
summer and entered for the Osprey Short Film 
Awards at the Keswick Film Festival.  The film 
was highly commended and the judges said it 
'upheld William Howard's reputation of making 
interesting films that we enjoy screening.'   
We also have entries into the Royal Television 
Society’s Young People’s Media Festival and we 
are working on entries for the BAFTA Young 
Game Designer’s competition – fingers crossed 
and watch this space … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In the classroom, things were especially 
busy with students putting the final 
touches to lots of different practical work – 
games, films, photographs and graphics – 
which were showcased in the Exhibition in 
early May.   

Year 11 students finalised their horror 
trailers shot on location at Thirlwall Castle 
before Christmas, while Year 12 students 
have been making social action films in 
collaboration with a range of outside 
organisations, from Cumbria Police and 
Brampton Community Centre to Cumbria 
Alcohol Drug Advisory Service.   

We firmly believe in working with real 
companies outside the classroom 
wherever possible, and students are just 
starting on projects now creating adverts 
for McVitie’s and short films for Tullie 
House. 

March saw the premiere of “Life in a 
Day: William Howard Style” which 
documents the life of the staff and 

students of the school on one day in      
                               March 2013. 

Media 
 

The Spring Term was an extremely 
full one for the Media department.   
 

The film screening was introduced by Ryan Dollard (ex 
WHS student) from Border TV and was well received by 
parents, students and governors.   

Two weeks later the department worked with an 
enthusiastic and talented group of Year 8 students to 
produce filmed news reports as part of BBC News School 
Report day.  The students covered everything from 
making money on YouTube to Kim Jong-un’s haircut! 



   

The 22 strong Year 8 editorial team (with 
Year 10 students Maya and Beth acting 
as mentors) spent lessons, lunchtimes 
and a workshop day learning how to find, 
research, interview, film, and edit news 
stories before putting together their final 
news reports on Thursday, 27 March. The 
results were thrilling.  As well as school 
stories on “Seussical”, UDance, Life in a 
Day, and the Year 8 Girls’ Cricket Team 
we covered stories of national and 
international interest including animal 
cruelty, rising energy prices and even Kim 
Jung-un’s hair! 

All the students involved were amazing, 
and collectively were one of the best 
teams ever. There are always some who 
deserve special mention. Yasmin, 
Michalina and Lucja formed a brilliant 
sports reporting team, putting together 
our one outside broadcast and creating 
the 'Sports Hut' studio. Alex made himself 
into our technology expert, working with a 
team of others to develop a package on 
how to earn a living through YouTube 
before branching out on his own to put 
together a well-researched story on 
Facebook and the Oculus Rift.  

It is always wonderful to see WHS students developing new 
skills and working as a team to achieve success. This is one of 
the reasons I have always looked forward to BBC School Report 
Day in March and the chance it provides for all our Year 8 
students to contribute to a national event, the outcomes of 
which can be seen around the world. Eight years ago we were 
one of a small pilot group who worked with the BBC to launch 
the project, this year we were one of over 1000 schools taking 
part, and our students joined 30,000 others across the country.  

Finally, the greatest praise goes to James who set out not to report on the 
news but to create it. Over two days James developed a questionnaire on 
student life, had it printed and distributed to forms across the school before 
collecting them and analysing the findings. He then created his own graphics 
that he presented to camera in one take -Jon Snow eat your heart out! 

All the students’ films are available to watch through the school 
website and the BBC page (www.bbc.co.uk/schoolreport) where you 
can also see what the other schools involved produced on the day. 

A World of Work Experience  
Over the years our students have taken part in fantastic work 
experience placements in the UK and overseas, including at CERN in 
Switzerland and working with animals in South Africa.  This year one 
of our Year 10 students, Jacob Wellsbury, will be travelling to Iceland 
for work experience week in July to work as a tour guide’s assistant. 

Jacob said “I chose to go to Iceland for my work experience because 
I enjoy travelling and I thought it would help improve my 
communication skills.  It’s also a brilliant place to study and take some 
great photos as well” 

The deadline for work experience placements was the end of April 
and students should contact Mrs Hill with any queries. 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolreport
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 Athletics Matt James did well in the Carlisle-
Aspatria Open competition on Sunday, 30 March 
winning the hammer with a throw of over 40m. 

 Rugby Our rugby teams continue to progress well 
with good numbers turning out from Years 7-10 for 
games and training. The Year 10 side progressed to 
the county cup semi-final and the Year 8 team 
reached the quarter final before our teams were 
beaten by teams from Ullswater Community College. 
The Year 7 and 8 sides also enjoyed a good day at 
the emerging schools event where both teams 
managed several wins and did the school proud. 

 Squash Keane Appleton (Year 10) is making 
excellent progress at squash and recently competed 
in the Carlisle Junior and Redcar open meetings and 
in both competitions he finished runner up. At Redcar 
he beat some of the top 30 ranked players in the 
country. Well done Keane! 

 Ultimate Frisbee Congratulations to Ben 
March for his recent trial for the England Ultimate 
Frisbee side. Despite not making the team, this is a 
remarkable achievement and he should be proud of it. 

Congratulations to 
the PE Department 
and the Friday PE 
classes who raised 
over £530 on Sports 
Relief Day when 
students took part  
in a one mile event.  

In the County final the team beat St Bernard’s School 
(Barrow) 6-1 and in the City Cup final, held at Brunton 
Park, the team was victorious against Richard Rose 
Morton Academy with a score of 4-1. Eight players from 
the squad have also been selected for the Carlisle 
schools’ Boys U13 team, winning the Cumbria tournament.  

● The Year 8 and 9 teams (pictured) have been preparing 
for their trip to Holland to take part in the Amsterdam Cup 
over the weekend of 23/24 May.   

 

● The Year 7 football team has had a fantastic first 
season. In the National Cup the team progressed to 
be one of the last eight teams in the country with 
wins over schools from Preston, Stockton and 
Newcastle. The team’s season culminated in them 
winning the City Cup final at Brunton Park in early 
May.  The score was 4-1 against Trinity School. 

● The Year 8 football team has once again been very 
successful; winning both County and City Cups.   

Students could either 
walk, 3 legged run or 
piggy back each other 
over the distance. 
Students contributed £1 
themselves to 
participate. Some 
students took sponsor 
forms and 3 students in 
Year 8, Kate Williamson, 
Annie Smith and George 
Dickson did incredibly 
well raising over  
£30 each. 



                                                                                                              

 

 

  

The project’s aim is to allow students to 
experience life in a very different country and 
find out about their biodiversity, geography, 
history, language and culture. WHS students are 
now in the midst of planning a wide range of 
interesting activities and trips for the Taiwanese 
to experience. Our students have been 
incredibly enthusiastic about the link and are 
very much looking forward to our guests’ arrival. 

The annual Spellbinding Reading Challenge is 
well under way, with the participants reading and 
reviewing the top 10 titles selected jointly by the 
school librarians in Cumbria. Ultimately we will be 
choosing the best book of 2014. It is still not too 
late to join the challenge, and there will be rewards 
and prizes for all readers and reviewers.  

Every year the LRC organises a number 
of events to promote books and reading.  
Our latest Book Fair, held just before Christmas and always very 
popular, was particularly well attended. Over 450 pupils visited the 
Fair and spent over £970 on books, posters and stationery. The LRC 
received £587 in free books, with students being invited to select or 
request new titles for the library. 

 

The Learning 
Resource Centre 

To celebrate World Book Day on 6 March, 
all Year 7 students received a £1 book 
voucher, to be swapped for a special 
edition of any WBD book at any bookshop. 
The winners of the WBD quiz were Maria 
Smielecka (Year 8), Emma Atkinson (Year 
9) and Beth Slater (Year 10), who each 
received a £12 National Book Token. 

Connecting Classrooms 

Taiwan Exchange 
Preparations are well underway for the 
arrival of our Taiwanese friends in July. 
This will be the second time that our guests will 
have visited Cumbria as part of the Connecting 
Classrooms project with the British Council. We 
are expecting around forty staff and students to 
visit us from various schools in the county of 
Hualien on the east coast of Taiwan. 

A reminder that the LRC is open after school until 5pm (4pm on Fridays) so that students can 

catch up on school work, do homework, read, browse or use the IT facilities. Everyone welcome! 

 



 

 

 

 

  

             The Information 
Evening for prospective 
Sixth Form students, 
held at the beginning of 
the spring term, was a 
very busy and 
informative evening.  
The aim of the evening was to allow 
students and parents to learn about 
the courses on offer and to discuss 
possible subject combinations with 
Sixth Form staff.  In addition to the 
insight given by teachers, lots of 
students were on hand to give their 
impressions of the subjects which 
many families found invaluable. We 
were very pleased to welcome 
students from other schools in the 
area to look at what William Howard 
has to offer in terms of subjects, 
teaching and facilities. Meetings 
were then booked with parents and 
students to discuss subject choices.   

the world of… 

The team behind ‘theReview’ varies, from those who are 
firmly set on a future career in journalism, to the many that 
enjoy having a platform to write about the topics of interest to 
them. Generally speaking, the purpose of ‘theReview’ was 
not to replicate the news from within the school, but to take a 
wider stance to reflect upon culture, sport and world affairs. 

We can speak for the whole team in reflecting upon an 
entirely worthwhile experience. Notably, we have produced 
130 different articles (amounting to a combined length greater 
than that of “Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets”), 
whilst the regular meetings and crucial deadlines have helped 
to encourage and foster qualities that will be highly useful in 
the future, skills that are not necessarily taught in the 
classroom. Additionally, our six printed editions have been 
warmly received, but the statistic we are most proud of is the 
13,000+ page views on our website 
www.thewhsreview.co.uk, from over 1200 visitors! 

We would like to recommend involvement in the Sixth 
Form newspaper to all students in the lower years of 
the school. Although you may not be interested in 
writing, theReview team incorporates far more than 
just writers: our graphics design and website team 
has also played a crucial role. Specifically, a particular 
mention must go to James Phillips (Year 13) for his 
work in producing our website from scratch.      
However, we must conclude by thanking all 36 of the 
students from Years 12 and 13 who have contributed 
to the newspaper. Without the dedication, creativity 
and enthusiasm brought by all, we would not be 
reflecting upon a newspaper that has remained a 
significant part of the Sixth Form throughout the past 
two years! We’ve observed such a high calibre from 
our contributors, and we would like to wish them all 
the very best of success for the future. 

                                        was formed by the current Year 13s in  
                                   September 2012 following the decision from a 
group of students to establish a Sixth Form newspaper, a suggestion 
the Sixth Form staff were only too keen to endorse.  
 

During the spring term we have been fundraising, planning and team 
building in order to ensure that the visit is as successful as possible. 

Group fundraising events have included school rewards discos for Key Stage 3 
students and cake sales at progress evenings and staff coffee mornings; all of 
which have helped us in our aim to raise £28,000 for the visit. Each student is 
also individually working to raise £900, which covers the cost of the flight and 
they have been busy putting on events such as a casino night, 24 hour rowing, 
Tithe Barn night, tombola, sweet sales etc. which have allowed them to 
demonstrate a wide range of personal skills. During school lunch times we have 
held regular meetings to begin learning Swahili and also for each home team to 
give a presentation on a topic of Tanzanian culture.  Such topics have included 
food, money, sport and music, with the result that we have all increased our 
knowledge of some of the aspects of the wonderful country we will be visiting. 

The culmination and highlight of the term for the  
whole group was our team building residential in  
Braithwaite and the weekend included singing, hide  
and seek, walking, cake and first aid training. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

University Applications 
2014 has been a record year for university 
applications from William Howard School 
with 139 students applying through UCAS.   
A significant proportion of these applications have been 
to Russell Group universities with four students being 
offered places at Oxford and two at Cambridge; another 
record.  Offers from Durham University are also up on 
previous years with seventeen students receiving offers 
in a variety of subjects from Biology to Law.  One student 
has received three offers to study Medicine, whilst 
another was successful in an application to study 
Dentistry at Newcastle.  The vast majority of students 
were very successful in their applications and many have 
now decided which university will become their firm 
choice for September.  We wish all Year 13 students the 
best of luck in their upcoming exams and look forward to 
celebrating their achievements on ‘A’ level results day 
which is on Thursday, 14 August. 

Last summer three of our 
Sixth Formers carried out an 

experiment to investigate 
the changes in ionizing 

cosmic radiation as a 
function of altitude.  They 

used a Geiger–Muller tube 
attached to a weather 

balloon, which rose to an 
altitude of 31,685m.   

Ben Bancroft, Sam Bancroft 
and Jake Greenwood have 

now had their report of this 
investigation published in 

the Physics Education 
Journal by the Institute of 

Physics; congratulations to 
all three students on their 
outstanding achievement. 

 

At the end of January we hosted our first 
My Futures evening. The focus of the 
evening was to give both students and 
their families information and guidance 
about possible course choices if they 
wish to progress to university.  
Ten universities attended including the University of 
Cumbria, University of Northumbria, Edinburgh Napier 
University and Newcastle University. The event was 
very well attended by both Year 12 and Year 11 
students and their families and there was a real buzz 
in the Sixth Form Centre throughout the whole 
evening.  The university representatives were able to 
discuss their entry requirements, the sixth form 
subjects needed for specific courses, and any work 
experience which would support any future 
applications. For the Year 11 students it was a great 
chance to find out about the range of courses on offer 
at university level linking this to the subjects they 
might wish to consider studying in Sixth Form. 

 

An image captured at  
the point where the weather  

balloon burst allowing for descent. 
 



 

 

 

 

  

The WHS Mountain Bike Club kicked off 2014 
with some evening riding at Whinlatter Forest. 
The club has welcomed new riders, with more 
students getting on the trails and joining the 
regulars for some after school social riding. 
Boys and girls from Years 7 to 13 have utilised 
the school’s mountain bike lights to make the 
most of the trails into the dark nights.   

The Blue and Red trails have been enjoyed with 
students of varying experience and confidence 
able to learn and practise their skills in the forest 
above Keswick.  

All students are welcome to join the Club for the 
rides; the Summer Term ride programme is now 
available and it includes evening and weekend 
rides as well as a girls-only trip.  

They have to work in groups in the mountains to put all this 
in place and then we have a practice expedition followed by 
the qualifying expedition.  The students are expected to be 
independent on this and to work as a team towards their 
identified expedition aims.  We ‘remotely’ supervise them 
so that they are making the decisions under our 
observations. 

The Bronze Award participants complete 2 days walking 
and a night camping; for the Silver Award it is 3 days 
walking with 2 nights camping and for the Gold Award it is 4 
days with 3 nights under canvas. 

Students gain a massive amount from the whole 
experience – team work, new skills, independence, 
confidence and we hope that they have fun and enjoy the 
whole thing – especially when they reflect on what they 
have personally and collectively achieved. 

We have 66 students currently taking part in 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme, split 
between the Bronze, Silver and Gold 
Awards.   Students are expected to work on 
the Award in four areas – Physical, 
Volunteering, Skills and the 
Expedition.  Gold participants are also 
expected to complete a residential trip. 
We try to get the students to complete the award in the 
year, and for the expedition this is true, but sometimes 
students take longer to complete the other areas and log 
books are sometimes submitted by former students 
when they have completed all the necessary areas.  This 
is fine as they have until their 25th birthday before they 
need to finish all the sections! 

In school we expect the students to take responsibility 
for all the sections but we provide training for the 
expedition section.  All participants complete certified 
first aid training and have evening sessions on camp 
craft and navigation.   



 

 

  

On Friday, 21 March, our 
Dance Troupe took part in 
the U Dance Festival at the 
Sands Centre in Carlisle.  

As a group we decided to create 
a contemporary dance based on 
the theme of dreams and 
nightmares. The students worked 
extremely hard in after school 
sessions and dinnertimes to 
ensure they were prepared for 
the event and the effort definitely 
paid off.  A member of the 
audience said, ‘It was brilliant to 
see the level of trust that allowed 
dancers and the less 
experienced to work together in a 
dangerous and yet controlled 
dance piece’. The help and 
support the troupe showed one 
another was simply wonderful, 
resulting in excellent teamwork.  

If you were unable to see the 
show, fear not, a DVD of U 
Dance Festival 2014 will be 
available to purchase very soon!  

 

Our latest link with Brampton Primary School has 
proved a winner and now we are helping with their 
latest project;  planting vegetables and herbs  which the 
local community may have free of charge when grown.  
At the beginning of May Eddie and his  after school 
group went along to the rainbow bed near the Sands 
garage in Brampton and started the job of weeding the 
bed ready for planting. It was a really good session as 
the primary school children and students from William 
Howard School came together to get the whole bed 
weeded and they  even managed to get some potatoes 
planted in time before the end of the session. 

Things are looking healthy, everything is growing well 
and the group is now endeavouring to embark on its 
next community mission. 

It would be good to see more involvement during the 
summer months – we are open to the local community 
after school on a Thursday until 4.30pm. The more the 
merrier! 

Spring in Open Spaces  
Spring is the time of new growth and birth 
and it has been so in the work of the Open 
Spaces team. There has been much to do 
with the passage of winter to spring and 
the preparation needed for the planting of 
this year’s crops. Our members have been 
busy digging over and weeding the beds 
ready for forking over the earth and 
planting the seeds.  

There’s been good news about some of our livestock; in late 
April two of our guinea pigs give birth to a total of seven 
babies and we are seeking good homes for the baby guinea 
pigs. The chickens have been busy laying lots of eggs each 
week.  
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