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Head’sLine
William Howard School – a place for
determination and commitment
From the overseas trips to the
Future Chef winners; the Fairtrade
shows to the Art, Design
Technology and Media Exhibition;
the Senior Citizen events to the
numerous footballing triumphs; the
girls tour to Holland to the fantastic
concerts; they have all been driven
by staff and student determination
and commitment.
Those two words seem to be
prevalent in everything that the
school does. While we focus on
our three R’s which are at the
centre of our core belief as a
school, Respect, Responsibility
and Resilience, the foundation
beneath these is the determination
and commitment that all that are
linked to the school bring. I hope
you will see this shining through in
this latest round-up of the
achievements of our community.

With exam season upon us the
focus is now very much upon
supporting all to do their very
best in the round of exams and
assessments that will have such
a huge impact on everyone.
Staff have worked extremely
hard and students have put in
incredible efforts to strive to
achieve their very best. Those
two words once again leap to
the forefront.
The summer will see not only
students and their families
nervously awaiting results but
the staff, who have given so
much, will also have everything
crossed.

Chasing her dreams

Laura, as the Cat in the Hat, in our
2014 production of Seussical the Musical

Good luck to all. Working hard,
being committed and
determined will see our
students through and onto the
next phase of their lives.
Enjoy the summer. If you are
returning to William Howard
School in September then be
prepared to get involved and
achieve to the very best of your
ability; if you are moving on
then I hope that what we have
given you are the tools to
enable you to succeed in your
next challenge.

Domenic Volpe, Head of School

Back in March this year, Laura Croucher, Year 11,
auditioned for a place at the Hammond School for
Performing Arts in Chester. She was successful and in
September she will begin a three year Level 6 Diploma in
Dance and Musical Theatre. Following a further
competitive audition she has been awarded a Dance and
Drama Award, a scholarship to help with the course fees.
She is delighted with the opportunity she has been given
to pursue her dream of a career in the Performing Arts.
Laura has been dancing at Cumbria Dance since the age
of three, training in a range of dance styles to a high
level, and at William Howard School she has immersed
herself in the Performing Arts offered by the school. She
is very grateful to everyone who has helped her
throughout this time. Despite the amazing opportunity
that she has before her though, she will be sad to leave.

Year 9 Outreach Work
in the Local Community

On Friday, 17 April we held our Easter Tea
party for local senior citizens in Longtown.
This was made possible due to Geoff Norman once again
allowing us to use Longtown Primary School’s facilities and
Telfords Coaches by transporting William Howard School
students and staff to Longtown.
The senior citizens who accepted our invitation were
served canapés by Year 9 students who had prepared the
delicious food during the morning. Entertainment was
provided by Year 7 and Year 9 students, with songs from a
selection of musicals and modern classics. Longtown
Primary School choir also performed two numbers for our
guests. Once again the funds for this event were raised by
Year 9 and 10 on Charities Morning in December.
We look forward to the next Party in Longtown, which will
be held on Friday, 10 July 2015.

Year 7 Students Take the Lead Role in Taster Days

Throughout the academic year William Howard School has welcomed Year 5 and 6 pupils from local
primary schools to taster day sessions with over 200 pupils visiting the school. The day gives them a
sample of what life is like at WHS with pupils attending three lessons and spending time with Year 7
students during break and lunchtime. For each day Year 7 students have volunteered to help show the
primary school groups around the school ensuring they get to lessons on time and in the right place.
Our students have been fantastic in leading the groups through the school demonstrating respect and
responsibility. They should be proud of their contribution to the taster days.

Our GCSE and A-level students have been
working hard this term to finish their portfolios
of coursework and have also been busy
preparing for and completing their exams.

This culminated in The Exhibition on 6th May

GCSE Art students selected work that
they would like to be exhibited and ALevel students were responsible for
putting up their own exhibitions in the
Performance Hall. All GCSE and ALevel Photography students selected
their best work to be exhibited in the
foyer and this will remain in place until
September for all to enjoy.

Students were proud to show off
their achievements and celebrate
their hard work with friends and
family. The evening was very busy
and lots of positive comments
were made about the quality and
imagination of the work exhibited.

Bronze Arts Award students are busy
completing their World War I project.
They started in November with the poppies
project and since have worked with artists to
create a large scale mural; they have been to
Tullie House and have also been busy
completing their own work. After half-term they
will be preparing to share their skills with Year 6
pupils by helping them to create some vibrant
artwork. Students should listen out for the next
project starting late in the summer term.

The evening was rounded off by the
presentation of prizes. A piece of work from
each of the winning students will be displayed
in the foyer for the next academic year.
Congratulations to all the prize winners!

Media

Year 12 Broadcast & Studio students
have completed a music video for the
WHS band Freefall and are currently
working with new external partners
Hesket Newmarket Brewery, producing
advertisements for a range of different
craft beers which will then be
displayed on the brewery’s website.
Students will also have the opportunity to take
a trip to the micro-brewery, which was
recently in the news following a successful
collaboration with a new community brewery
in Poland. Students will then decide what
approach they should take to market the
diverse range of beers they produce.

Media Club spent
last term learning
about Photoshop
and producing
animations.
This term they
will be focusing
on making their
own sound
effects and
producing a radio
drama.

Year 13 Broadcast & Studio students have successfully
collaborated with Tullie House for a second year; producing
short films for the museum’s Ecollection.
Students were shown a selection of articles not currently on show at the museum and
given the opportunity to pick items to research further and then develop into a film.
The Ecollection is an exciting new online museum project and the films produced by
Year 13 will be displayed on the Ecollection website. They have also completed a
multi-camera recording of the recent school production ‘Oh What a Lovely War’. This
collaboration with the drama and music departments was a great success. The show
was recorded using four professional cameras and mixed live by a student director
and vision mixer making it an exciting and challenging live project.

Gaming Club
members have
been learning to
add features to
their game
levels such as
lighting and
animated doors
and lifts, but
they have also
managed to
squeeze in a bit
of time to run
around and blow
each other up –
but only in a
computerised
fashion!

Music

The Alternative School Concert
On the evening of 27th April, 67
students from across Years 7, 8 and 9
performed in our very first Key Stage
3 Music Concert, to a hall packed out
with supportive friends and family.
Historically, in William Howard School, our very
talented musicians who have peripatetic
instrumental lessons perform to an impressively
high standard in their extra-curricular groups as part
of the normal school concerts during the course of
the year. This however was an opportunity for
everyone who enjoys music, and loves performing,
to take part in a school concert. Students performed
pieces that they have been working on during their
curriculum music lessons. These included a variety
of solo and small ensemble pieces for drums, piano,
guitar and voice, covering a range of styles from
Beethoven’s ‘Ode to Joy’ and ‘Pachelbel’s Canon’ to
current pop songs and classic rock numbers like
‘Black Betty’. Some performers went one step
further by performing their own compositions or
arrangements, which was particularly impressive for
students still only in Key Stage 3.

The evening was hugely successful in allowing us
to showcase the wealth of potential and
undiscovered musical talent in this school and
demonstrating to the audience just how incredibly
hard the students work on perfecting their pieces.
Understandably the students were nervous as
some of them had only ever performed to an
audience of classmates before and here they were
on the big stage playing to a sell-out audience.
It has to be said, they were an absolute credit to
themselves and the school. Ms Kipling, Miss
Inglesfield and Miss Serrechia are all very proud of
the students who took part and are looking forward
to next year’s concert.
All proceeds from the concert will go towards new
equipment and instruments to be used in the
classroom.

‘It was lovely to see so many
different abilities and acts in one
concert’, commented
Sophie McPherson, Year 9.

Every year I look forward to either performing or going
to see the school’s production; this year I decided I
wanted to be a part of it all once again. The
Performing Arts department had decided to do ‘Oh!
What a Lovely War’ as our production, this was due to
the 100th anniversary of the Second World War.
The aim of this year’s production was to keep
everyone on stage throughout the whole of the
performance; although this took a lot of intense and
productive practices, we pulled it off. The amount of
commitment and talent throughout Years 7 to 13
shone through outstandingly and was made evident
throughout our rehearsals and performances.
All students devoted their free hours to make the
production a performance people would never forget.
The showcase of talent was non-stop and our
performances made people laugh, cry and cheer. Our
performances - full of contrast - demonstrated the
talent of William Howard School. I am extremely proud
to have been a part of it.
This year’s production will be one of the experiences I
remember for a long time: the students in our school
are very lucky to be given opportunities such as the
school productions. On behalf of all students who took
part we are so thankful to all of the amazing staff at
William Howard School who dedicated their own time
to making this production as exceptional as it was.
William Howard is bursting with talent and full of
brilliant opportunities and experiences such as ‘Oh!
What a Lovely War’ so students can aspire to who
they want to be and can reach their potential.
We’re now waiting to see what next year’s production
will be…
Emily Booker, Year 10

Design & Technology
Success at
Rotary Club
Competition
During March the Design and Technology
Department took four teams to a
Technology competition organised by
North Cumbria Rotary Club. This yearly
competition, aided by local and national
companies, is an event involving schools
from across Cumbria.
The event is divided into three categories of
increasing difficulty to test students’ design and
practical skills. This year’s themed challenge
was to make a cable car to travel across 1 metre
of string to drop an aid package onto a target
and make it back to the start point.
Two Year 9 teams entered the foundation
category, one Year 9 team entered the
intermediate category and one Year 12 team
entered the advanced category. The advanced
Year 12 team finished first beating tough
competitors from rival schools. The judges were
extremely impressed with the attention to detail
in their portfolio and their cable car was the best
in the competition. The team, Struan Kyle, Ben
Manders, Mark Holliday and Ryan Fisher, are all
studying AS level Product Design. They all
received a book as a prize and the school was
awarded £250 and a trophy for the team coming
first.
Our teams from the foundation and intermediate
categories narrowly missed out on a prize place;
all the teams produced excellent portfolios that
were highly praised by the judges but
unfortunately they were beaten in the practical
element.
The challenge is split into two criteria; a design
portfolio and practical ability. The design
portfolio includes design ideas, annotated
modifications and assembly information. This
accounts for a large part of the challenge as the
judges scrutinise the portfolio. The practical
element is timed to decide the winner.

Congratulations to Mark
Holliday in Year 12; he is our
new Arkwright Scholar.
This now follows a strong
tradition of successful
scholars for the last 3 years.
Joseph Kelly, a student in Year 8,
won the school competition and
represented WHS and Cumbria at the
North West Regional final where he
impressed judges with his
outstanding flavours and calm
manner. He won a place in the
National final, alongside eleven other
budding young chefs (11-16yrs) from
across the nation.
The National Final was a 2 day event held
in London on 22 & 23 March 2015. Over
8000 students entered the competition from
across the United Kingdom so to make it to
the top 12 is a huge achievement for such a
young chef! Cooking has always been one
of Joseph’s creative hobbies and recently
he has started to consider it as a possible
career. Throughout the competition Joseph
has been fortunate to be mentored by
professional chef, Chris Austin, owner of
David’s Restaurant in Carlisle. This gave
Joseph the chance to improve his culinary
skills and develop the confidence and
passion to do well. We wish Joseph all the
luck in the future, and hope that he gets a
chance to represent WHS again in the
FutureChef competition.

Languages

Joe holding the bear
known as le petit Nicolas

Since September Miss Leighton has been
going into Castle Carrock Primary School
every Wednesday afternoon to teach
French to the pupils in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6.
They have had great fun playing French games and singing
French songs. Le petit Nicolas has become a very wellliked member of each class and the pupils have shown a
real desire to learn a language and to learn about another
culture. They have interacted well and we are sure they will
move forward to continue their love of learning a language.
If you are interested in learning another language, please
do not hesitate to contact the Modern Foreign Languages
(MFL) Department at William Howard.

History

Spring half-term saw the History Department’s
second trip to Berlin
After the success of last year’s visit
hopes were high that students would
enjoy the experience of visiting this
most wonderful city. As usual, our
students excelled themselves in their
demeanour as visitors to Germany. A
day longer than last year enabled us to
have more time to visit some additional
sights.
An emotional visit to Sachsenhausen
Concentration Camp took place on the
Saturday followed by an afternoon visit
to the last remaining part of the Berlin
Wall still in situ.
Sunday was a visit to the Story of Berlin
Museum which included going inside
one of the remaining nuclear fall-out
shelters in Berlin. We also went on to
travel the U-Bahn to one of Berlin’s
famous Sunday flea markets - retail
therapy of a different kind. And then on
to the Mitte district of what was once
East Berlin. On Sunday evening we had
our pre-arranged visit to the Reichstag
Dome which gives wonderful views of
night-time Berlin.

Monday was spent with a visit to
Checkpoint Charlie and the Topography
of Terror museum and then the DDR
museum in the afternoon. A long day
had to be extended when we were unable
to get back to our hotel by our usual
route due to a political demonstration
being held at the Brandenburg Gate and
the Central Station by the hotel. Of
course our party took it all in its stride –
literally!
Before flying back on Tuesday we made
a visit to the Memorial to the Murdered
Jews of Europe. The actual memorial
stones are quite controversial but the
actual visitors’ centre was a tremendous
experience in its attempts to turn the
terrible nature of the Nazi genocide from
statistics into stories of families and
their sufferings.
All in all an excellent experience again.
Thanks on behalf of the students go to
the accompanying staff who gave up
their time to come on the trip for the
second year. In turn staff appreciated
the attitude and behaviour of the
students who were a credit to their
families, themselves and our school.

Geology
On 16th April our Year 10 Geology class visited the Mosedale
Valley in the Lake District. We had the help of Dr Avison and
Ms Boyes to study the geological history of the area.

The weather was ideal with sunshine, clear skies
and no rain throughout the day. As we made the
long, hot walk up to Bowscale Tarn we examined
what impact glacial activity and weathering has
had on the landscape of Carrock Fell and
Bowscale Fell. We tried to determine how the
bedrock influenced the landscape.

This is a classic corrie tarn, held in by a moraine and
having a depth of around 18 metres near the back wall.
We ate our lunch looking across at a spectacular view
of the glistening, glacial tarn. One student even tested
the temperature of the tarn by dunking a foot into the
clear post-glacial water as we searched for the
immortal fish! It was truly a piece of paradise!

We collected rock samples, drew field sketches
and discussed the general geology of the
location. Situated in a bowl scooped out on the
northern face of the ridge is Bowscale Tarn.

Later, we went mineral collecting in a quartz-rich area.
This was one of the best parts of the day. Many
essential rare minerals were searched for and some
students found traces of Wolframite!

Childcare
15 months old, Sofia Walton,
visited one of our Childcare
lessons, accompanied by
her childminder.

She visited us so that we could observe her and see
what stage of development she is achieving. Before
she came in we compiled a sheet of questions and
an observation grid so that we could determine what
stage of development she was at for her age. Sofia
played with her toys, explored the surroundings and
fed herself whilst we made observational notes.
From Sofia visiting us we gained a better knowledge
about the daily activities and stage of development
of children her age.
Hopefully it will help us in our exam on the 15th May!
Thanks to Miss Walton (WHS Psychology Teacher)
for letting her daughter come into our lesson - Sofia
is absolutely lovely!

Preparations for the biennial trip to Taiwan through
the Connecting Classrooms project are now well
into the final stages and both staff and students
have been increasingly busy recently.

Connecting Classrooms
Intercultural Exchange

On 21 March all six schools involved in the project headed for Queen
Elizabeth Grammar School in Penrith for a team-building day. There
were four different activities for the students to participate in; Mandarin
language, the history of Taiwan, lantern making and calligraphy and
manga. There was also a session to hone dancing and singing skills
so that we can wow our hosts with our talent when we arrive! After a
packed morning we feasted on gorgeous Chinese cuisine and in the
afternoon valuable information was given to participants and parents to
ready them for the off. Our last event as a group before we leave was
held on 26 April and took the form of a gentle walk around
Derwentwater. Spirits were high and all involved are now very excited
and looking forward to 23 May when we will finally be on our way!

On 15th April the RE
department was visited by
Reverend Paul Tyler, prison
chaplain at HMP Frankland
near Durham. Rev Tyler
spent time in RE and PD
lessons, as well as leading a
session with the whole of
Year 12 as part of their PD+
programme.
HMP Frankland is a ‘Category A’ prison – the highest
security level in the country – it houses some of the
most serious offenders in the world. Students heard
first-hand about Paul’s experience of working every
day with prisoners who have committed the most
serious crimes imaginable. Paul described the life of
a prisoner – many being locked-up for twenty-three
and a half hours per day in their individual cells.
Students were very interested to hear about his role
as priest, counsellor and confidant. Challenging
questions inevitably arose: What did he think about
the death penalty? Is there anyone he would refuse
to listen to? Which crimes did he think were the
worst? Are the prisoners sorry for what they have
done? Does a prison sentence work to deter crime
and reform criminals?

The discussion was fascinating with many students
commenting that Paul was the most interesting
speaker they had ever heard.
The following week Year 12 were visited by Rev.
Tim Edwards, curate of St. Martin’s Church in
Brampton. The students were given the opportunity
to grill Tim on some difficult questions: Why would
God allow suffering? What’s the point of believing
in an afterlife when there is no proof? The final
speaker in this series for Year 12 was Jan
Simmonds who has spent her professional life
working with Christian Aid and Traidcraft to help
people in some of the world’s poorest countries.
Jan was able to share her unique insight into what
life is like for those living in extreme poverty.

General Election Excitement
in Personal Development (PD)
Over the last few weeks it has been wonderful to have every
student in school exploring the same topic in Personal
Development from Year 7 to Year 13. It is a joy in our subject to
look in detail at current affairs and be able to respond to
important events which students will hear about but may not
have had time to consider in detail. Of course I am talking about
the General Election on 7 May. As you are reading this all the
post-election dust will have settled but from where I write the
outcome is still excitingly unpredictable and we can only guess
who will be forming our new government.
This unpredictability is what has made all our lessons so
enjoyable and interesting. Years 7 and 8 have used a range of
resources produced by BBC News Round to explore how a
General Election works, and what the main parties stand for.
From Year 9 upwards students have been examining in depth
how adults choose who to vote for - surely one of the most
important decisions a British citizen has to make.
We have seen that a range of factors come into play; from party
allegiances and the performance of individual leaders on the
campaign trail, to tactical voting in local battles. We have also
provided students with a chance to explore the main party
manifestos for themselves, - but with one important detail
missing…. the name of the party! It has been fascinating to see
students deciding who they would vote for given the chance. For
some students however this is not a trial run. We have members
of Year 13 voting for the first time in May and hopefully we have
given them some food for thought as they make this very adult
decision.

In April, Year 13
Business Studies
students were
visited by Ex-GMB
Officer, Ged Caig
Mr Caig outlined the roles he
had to undertake as on officer of
the union. To further explain his
job he highlighted specific cases
which involved disciplinary
matters and contract updates
that brought the role of a trade
unionist to life.
One case, involving the West
Cumbrian Nuclear Power Station
at Sellafield, was very
interesting. Ged negotiated with
bosses that the company would
pay for treatment for substance
abuse by employees. With such
an opinionated class this caused
a lively debate, with many
students opposing the policy.
Ged talked about the influences
that got him involved in trade
unionism. He spoke about
Margaret Thatcher, Zero hours
contacts and food banks; which
engaged the whole class. The
topics provoked numerous
entertaining debates, many of
them yielding no resolution
which wasn’t surprising given the
varied political viewpoints of the
class.
With our human resources exam
coming up, this will definitely be
useful.
Zack Millar (Year 13)

PE

For the first time in recent
years there were three teams
representing this school in the
City Cup finals which took
place at Brunton Park. Teams
from Year 8, 9 and 11 were all
hoping to win a trophy.
The Year 9 team were the first to
take to the pitch and were strong
favourites to beat their
opponents from Richard Rose
Central Academy. After a tight
game our team emerged the
victors with a score of 3-1. Our
goals were scored by Danny
Burrus, Sam Jackson and Josh
Dixon.

Year 8 team

Year 9 team

Year 11 team

Year 8 came up against a team
from Caldew School which they
had defeated twice before so
they were hoping to beat them
again. Caldew scored twice in
the first half and despite our
team playing better in the
second half the goals eluded
them and the final score
remained 2-0 to Caldew.
The Year 11 team played the
team from Trinity School. Our
team played well throughout the
match with some excellent
passing and moving all over the
pitch and excellent defensive
work. Both teams had
opportunities to score but
sterling work by both
goalkeepers ensured the final
score was a nil draw.
Tournament rules state that no
penalties are taken in city cup
finals so both teams will share
that trophy.
Our U13 and U16 teams also
reached the finals of the county
cup but were not able to clinch
those trophies. The U13 team
lost 2-1 to Ulverston and the U16
team playing Furness Academy
held them to a nil draw but
unfortunately were beaten on
penalties (allowed in that
tournament).

A group of 32 girls from Year 8 and Year 9, plus four members of the
PE Department, went on a multi-sports trip to Holland during the
first week of the Easter holidays. Students were competing against
other British schools and Dutch teams in netball and football.

Three of our teams travelled
to Holland - U13 netball, U15
netball and U15 football. It
was the first time that a girls’
sports trip had been taken to
Holland and it proved to be a
roaring success.

The football girls benefited
from two mornings of expert
coaching from West Ham
Academy, followed by games
in the afternoon. The
netballers were coached by
super league team the
Mavericks and played in
tournaments in the afternoon.

All teams were hugely successfully and
were triumphant, departing from Holland
with three pieces of silverware.
The group was amazing; not only their
performance and resilience but also their
behaviour. The girls were a credit to the
school and many passengers and staff
throughout the trip passed comment
about how superb they were.

Punctuation Matters
One of the key areas any student can
develop is their ability to use and
manipulate punctuation accurately within
their work. Sometimes we find that
students can use these punctuation
techniques but not name them, though
more often we come across students
who can name them but are not 100%
confident in their application.
Here is a handy punctuation checking
quiz to complete with your child.
Answers can be found in the back inside page.

Correct the punctuation errors in this passage:

:

NAME THAT DOT

;
:
…
,
‘’
“”
!

…

Then you’re not alone! Many
students haven’t perfected the art
of revision yet, and that’s where
your friendly teachers come in.
The evening of Tuesday, 22 April was beautiful – the
sun was shining and the birds were singing. And in the
William Howard Performance Hall, Mr Thompson from
Maths and Mr Wilson from Science, were talking to
parents and students about the best ways to revise.
Mr Wilson explained the why-where-when of revision.
Our brains need to work on the same information quite
a few times before those neurological pathways are
built in the brain, (in other words – until you “get-it” and
it gets stuck). So revision is very necessary. It’s best
by far to do some one day, then review it again quickly
a bit later, then again the next day, then the next week
and so on. That’s the way to get it to stick.
Make sure to revise in a quiet place without
distractions. Parents could help by making sure that
electronic temptations are out the way – no texting and
no Facebook! Best to revise before you get too tired.
You need a good night’s sleep, so start early and finish
early.
Mr Thompson stressed the need to be DOING maths
when you’re revising. It’s like swimming or learning to
play the piano. You can read about it, and make
posters about it, and write about it – but the only
effective way to improve your swimming is to get
swimming, and the effective way to learn to play the
piano, is to play the piano. So, to get good at maths,
you need to DO maths. This could be with a textbook.
Make sure to SQR – that’s Skim over it, do some
Questions and then Review to see if you got it right.
The Maths Department have some good revision
guides for sale for just £3.

www.mathswatchvle.com is an awesome website
for students revising. Select a clip at the right
grade level (perhaps a C or an A* or whatever
you’re aiming for). Watch part of the video, then
pause it when it’s time to do a question, and DO
it!!! Then watch the rest of the video to see how
you got on. Remember – the doing the question is
the really, really, REALLY important bit. And make
sure to actually do it, by writing it down. “Don’t just
think it – ink it!” One parent commented at the end
of the talk how much she liked this resource and
that she would make sure that her son used it a lot.
Students can ask their maths teacher if they have
forgotten their password.
Mr Wilson rounded off the talk with a great activity
demonstrating an effective way to revise science.
Students and their parents were invited to read a
page about static electricity. They then turned the
page over and made a list of the key words. Next,
they linked the key words together using sentences
or diagrams. Finally, they looked back at the sheet
to see if there was anything they had missed out.
This is much, much better than just reading the
sheet! Mr Wilson finished by showing lots of
science revision materials available to students on
our own website.
You really should follow Mr Thompson’s and Mr
Wilson’s top-tips for effective revision. You’ll be
glad that you did on results day!
A copy of the power point that was shown is
available on the parents’ page on our website.

Learning Provision
Taming ‘The Wild Patch’
with a spring in their step!
Year 10 students are
experiencing ‘the seasonal
changes’ at first hand—after a
formal introduction to the furry
and feathered residents of The
Wild Patch, students gathered
their tools and made a start in
creating an environment which
is blooming as nature itself.

Mr Christopher Barnes - the founder of The Wild Patch
and former student of William Howard School, is
developing an area of ground, located just outside
Brampton, to accommodate rescued animals. Funds are
raised through the sale of chicken eggs and honey from
the resident bees.
The tasks are varied, allowing the students to develop
their own ideas through personalised learning. Current
projects include creating a duck pond and re-roofing the
chicken and rabbit huts. Work then continues ‘back in
the classroom’ - for example researching and planning
sustainable animal food through planting, designing a log
book to ensure the maintenance of the tractor is kept up
to date and the planning of the new pig enclosure – this
practical experience invariably gives students the
momentum to explore and extend their knowledge.
It doesn't stop there … just over the fence, (literally) work
continues with a Year 10 student working with John
Treeby at Tarn Road Nurseries.

Students are supported and encouraged to
participate in tasks which may well be outside
their comfort zone, but which build confidence,
promotes a positive ‘I can do’ attitude and a
general sense of well-being.
Having the opportunity to participate and be part
of a team involved in learning and working in
such a pleasant, rural environment, is both
educational and enjoyable for our students; it
also enables them to consider this as an area in
which they may choose to work in the future - in
the meantime we’re hoping for some spring
sunshine and the prospect of seeing the rewards
that hard work reaps!

Computing
Another success for Year 13 ICT
Continuing the trend of recent years, our ICT
students have shown themselves to be of top
calibre, gaining the equivalent of top A grades at
the end of their coursework in April.
ICT has an interesting reputation, (and some think it easy!)
but tasks such as designing accounts spreadsheets, charity
websites, and computer networks – which then actually had
to be set up – is ‘business as usual’ for these students.
Our Year 13 students had to not only make sure that they
had done the tasks set, but also that they had explained and
justified each of their decisions; often a much harder
demand, when some decisions are more instinctive than
logical. Coursework isn’t just simple essay typing, not for
this bunch! They also videoed themselves and provided an
edited version with a running commentary, showing that they
can do the tasks. As I have often said, I can write about
climbing the north face of the Eiger – but some days climbing
the stairs is as much as I can actually do!
The course is vocationally based, so the context of each unit
is based in or around a business rather than entirely
theoretical. Students are expected to find local businesses
who, for example, would like a website designed for them, or
would be interested in helping them design advertising
projects. This has led to some remarkable projects over the
years, allowing our students to really showcase their
imagination, determination, and flexibility.
Previous students have gone on to study the subject further
and gain employment all over the country, so we await news
of this cohort’s destinations in September with great interest.

BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE (BYOD)
Students with their own devices (phones,
laptops, tablets,) which are wi-fi capable
are able to connect to the school’s BYOD
wireless network. This will allow them
access to the internet (filtered and
monitored) as well as access to school
drives through the VLE.
Students are able to
connect up to 2 devices
at any time, and can
sign up by visiting the
IT Support office during
the following times:

• 11.05 – 11.20
• 12.35 – 13.05
• 15.20 – 16.30

As part of our licencing agreement,
all our students are entitled to a copy
of Microsoft Office free of charge.
The software can be installed on up to 5
devices, including PCs, Macs, Phones and
tablet devices. See our website for details.

Would you like to know more about what your
children are doing in computing classes in school?

You might recognise the code club logo from your child’s primary school:
William Howard School also has a Code Club base, and is offering parents time on
Saturday mornings and in the second half of the summer term to explore what our
children are now being taught, as well as the chance to enhance their own skills.
Younger children welcome too! Interested? Contact Ms Angland, Head of IT

The Learning Resource Centre
OVERDUE BOOKS
APPEAL

Every few weeks the LRC mounts new
displays to promote reading for
pleasure, or to highlight current issues

There are lots of books out
there, in your homes, that
should have been returned to
the LRC a LONG TIME AGO…
Please - search, find and
return them to us as soon as
possible. This will not only
save us having to write to you
individually, but putting these
books back on the shelves will
give other students more
reading choices.

Spellbinding Reading Challenge
The annual Spellbinding Reading Challenge is well under
way, with 26 students taking part this year, reading and
reviewing the 10 shortlisted titles chosen by school
librarians in Cumbria. During the Spellbinding Award Day,
which will be held in Penrith Methodist Hall on Wednesday
10 June, students from the participating schools will vote
for the best title of 2015 and the winner will be announced.
The compere for the day will be Marvin Cheeseman Mancunian performance poet extraordinaire.
Your chance to browse through the
latest teen fiction and buy books at
much reduced prices. For every £1 you
spend William Howard School gets back
20p in free books for the library.
Pick up a leaflet from the LRC or visit

www.clubs.scholastic.co.uk.
A reminder that the LRC is open after school until 5pm (4pm on Fridays) so that students can

catch up on school work, do homework, read, browse or use the IT facilities. Everyone welcome!

A group of students took part in the
‘Centre for Advanced Training in Dance’
Workshop on Tuesday, 28 April.
The session began with a brief introduction into what the
Centre for Advanced Training (CAT) scheme is about, given by
Kelly McClelland, a very friendly dance instructor who is part of
Northwest Dance. The session was very physically
demanding; Kelly taught us lots of techniques and encouraged
us all to throw ourselves into the moves, even if we found them
challenging. We also created our own contemporary
sequences which we then taught to a partner and created a
piece together. Everybody had a very different style to each
other and some very creative movements emerged from this. I
enjoyed the end the best as everybody performed their dances
at the same time and really went for it with high energy. I felt
very worn out, but thoroughly enjoyed it as it was inspiring and
taught me that contemporary dance should come from within
and be very creative and natural. I am sure that many of the
students who took part are now interested in auditioning for the
Youth Group and taking their dance training further.

dance

For more information on the scheme you can visit the following
website: www.northwestdance.org.uk/CAT
Kaya Palmer (Year 10 Performing Arts student)

On Friday, 24 April, after several weeks of intense rehearsals which included
two all-day rehearsals, 28 students along with two teachers travelled to the
Sands Centre in Carlisle to participate in the U-dance Festival.
Our piece was choreographed by Miss Serrechia and the William Howard Dance Troupe. It was a
contemporary style dance piece, which showed the issues of cyber bullying. The piece, which was
titled ‘It’s Just Banter…’ had lots of exciting parts including various lifts and a huge unison section.
The piece was performed in the festival alongside performances given by primary schools, other
secondary schools and dance groups. It was shown on the Friday evening to an audience of over
1000 people where it was highly praised with an audience member stating- ‘I can’t believe that was
performed by secondary school children- it was of such a high quality!’
Are you interested in dance? Do you want to join a club? Do you want to learn new skills? Pop
down to Performing Arts and talk to Miss Serrechia to join Acro-Dance or Dance Troupe to be able
to participate in great opportunities like this.
Maya Shimmin (WHS Dance Troupe Captain)

The Sixth Form
A VOTE FOR YEAR 12

Mr Carruthers and his Year 13 Form Group

We bid fond farewells to our current
Year 13 students on Friday, 22 May.
A fine send- off included a quiz followed by a hog roast in
the Performance Hall. There was a number of leaving
speeches including ones from the form tutors which as
usual caused a few laughs and even tears. Then the final
goodbyes from the Head of Sixth Form and off they went on
to the next stage of their lives.
We wish them all the very best of luck whether they be off to
university, taking up an apprenticeship or starting a career
and hope they succeed at whatever they do.

Because the current Year 12
students will not be able to vote
in a General Election until 2020
we decided to run a mock
election for the parliamentary
seat of William Howard School.
The results were very interesting and in
some ways closely resembled the
outcome of the real election. Turnout
was 72%.
1. Conservative 39.1% (36.9%)
2. Labour 29.6% (30.4%)
3. Green 9.6% (3.8%)
4. UKIP 8.7% (12.9%)
5. Liberal Democrats 7.8% (7.9%)
6. None of the above 5.2%
Figures in brackets show actual results
of the General Election 2015

We have a number of students who have been
successful in gaining places to study Medicine and
Dentistry this year and are looking forward to
embarking on their exciting and rewarding careers.

The final game in the Year 12
v Year 13 boys’ football derby
was played in May and the
Year 13s won taking a clean
sweep in the series 3-0.

They are:
Laura Shepherd – Medicine at Lancaster
Rebecca Sisson – Medicine at Newcastle
Rose Young – Medicine at Glasgow
Katie Birt – Medicine at Edinburgh
Ross Hutchinson – Dentistry at Leeds

We wish them well in their future
careers and maybe we will see
them practising back in the
Carlisle area one day!

All games this year have been
played in a very sporting manner
with the Sixth Form students being
superb role models for lower
school pupils. We now look
forward to welcoming the new
Year 12 team in September who,
after their significant
achievements in Year 11, are
already looking forward to these
fixtures.

It is not long before we
welcome our Tanzanian
exchange group from
Uru Secondary School.

In order to fund the flights, accommodation and
activities the William Howard School students have
been fund-raising throughout the academic year –
both as a group and individually. It is a responsible
undertaking and the efforts they have made are
greatly appreciated; without such fund-raising the
Tanzanian Link, which has existed since 1989, would
not be able to continue in its successful format.

The group of ten students and two members of
staff are due to spend almost four weeks with us
and they will be involved in activities in school and
the local area and also make visits to the Lake
District and Yorkshire with the students and staff
on our current Tanzanian Link team. The group
are scheduled to arrive on 24 June and are
making arrangements in Tanzania for their trip.

It’s not all hard work for our team though – there has
also been a very enjoyable team-building weekend
residential, based at Braithwaite near Keswick. A
series of physical and creative challenges were
tackled by our group, including a navigation task
undertaken as part of an eight mile walk in the
Keswick area. The team members supported and
encouraged each other and thoroughly enjoyed their
weekend. The next residential will be based in the
same area – this time with their Tanzanian friends.

Punctuation
Quiz Answers
NAME THAT DOT:

;
:
…
,
‘’
“”
!

Semi colon
Colon
Ellipsis
Comma
Quote marks
Speech marks
Hyphen or dash
Exclamation mark

A detailed explanation of the functions of punctuation marks can be found in the English
Literacy section of our website alongside many other supporting documents.

Practice expeditions
took place during the
last weekend in April
with the majority of the
84 participants
completing either a 2 or
3 day journey.
The weather gave them a
good test by providing a full
range of conditions. Heavy
rain on the Friday night was
followed by low cloud, snow
and then sunshine on
Saturday. Saturday night
was very cold and the
students woke up to a very
heavy frost. Sunday started
with full sun, requiring hats
and sun cream, and
finished with hail storms!
Hopefully this experience
will have prepared them for
the qualifying expeditions
that will take place at the
beginning of July.
Apart from the expeditions
the participants have been
setting up and starting
some of the other parts of
their awards. They have
chosen a variety of
activities in order to
complete volunteering,
physical and skills sections.
A number of students have
also completed the full
award in this academic
year; 6 at Bronze level, 9 at
Silver level and 3 at Gold
level. There are several
others who are just in the
process of getting their
evidence together.
Hopefully they will complete
their awards soon.

THE DUKE OF
EDINBURGH’S AWARD

This term has again been a busy one
for our D of E students. Training has
continued on Thursday evenings
after school and has mostly
focussed on navigation and
completing route cards.
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