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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
On a recent visit to one of our feeder primary schools, I was engaged in an exchange around 
how the start of term had been. It made me think a little as we actually are far from the start 
of term as I write this; there are nearly six weeks already behind us as we approach the last 
week before half term. Time as they say has flown, “Tempus Fugit” to be a little more 
scholarly; as was drilled into me a long time ago at my comprehensive school in Coventry by 
Mrs Johnson.  
 
That link is often one my mind wanders back to, not necessarily the Latin lessons that I 
chose to do as a means of escaping some subjects I was less fond of mind. More that the 
memories I have of being at school are now actually quite faint except for some distinct 
moments or events that have stuck. Some I recall no doubt through memory, others as 
imprints from conversations with my friends, which have over the passage of time now long 
left the truth somewhat behind. What I do know however, is that I am eternally grateful to the 
staff who taught me and the range of experiences that I was lucky enough to have, not to 
mention the opportunities that I was able to seize upon.   
 
I am sure everyone can remember good (and let’s be fair some not so good) times at school. 
Many of you will also have used the old adage that you wished you worked harder or that 
they were the best days with few worries in life. What is certain is that no-one can actually 
ever do anything about those statements as the time has gone, it is one thing that we cannot 
get back or have a second chance at retaking. It is for that reason that as a school we need 
to do all we can to ensure that the one time each and every student has at school is as 
productive and enjoyable as is possible.  
 
As teachers, school staff and parents we all have a duty to make sure the students all have 
the chance to maximise their potential. That can be difficult, sometimes pushing against 
reluctance, reticence or let’s be honest, for some overt relaxed attitudes. It is by ensuring 
that we all instil the values of resilience, responsibility and respect in the students that they 
can truly excel. We want all of them to be equipped with positive memories, inspired by 
positive experiences and most importantly have optimistic outlooks from their time at school. 
So as we approach the end of this half term, I would ask we all make that extra effort to 
ensure that is indeed, what we push them to achieve across the spectrum of their school life. 
 
There is always much to highlight going on in school, but I will start with referring to how we 
help students understand the landscape beyond school life, so that they are always as well 
prepared for whatever the future holds. 
 
Information, Advice and Guidance 
The school has an excellent coherent program of Information, Advice and Guidance that the 
students follow. This helps them prepare for their life after school, giving them the skills they  
                       See overleaf 



 
need to access employment as well as ensuring that they have followed the most 
appropriate routes to their desired destination. This work is ongoing through the PD lesson 
program as well as other events from Year 7 right the way through to Year 13. I would like to 
highlight some aspects of this work taking place in the next month or so and also ask for 
help with a project we have launched. 
 
Year 11 Careers and Enterprise Day 
The students will all be engaged in a day dedicated to giving them an in-depth look at their 
options Post 16, as well as developing some skills that they will all need when it comes to 
the world of work. Their morning will be spent in workshops from a variety of Post 16 
providers, from Apprenticeship providers to Colleges, to our own Sixth Form as well as 
others. Their afternoon will be a series of work ready workshops including CV writing, Mock 
job interviews and reflection time on how they can develop their skills further. It promises to 
be an excellent and productive day for the students.  
 
National Apprenticeship Show 
A number of our Sixth Formers will be visiting the National Apprenticeship show. It is 
essential that they are fully informed about the wide range of options that the ever expanding 
field of Higher Level Apprenticeships offers beyond A Level courses and as potential 
alternatives to traditional University courses. 
 
Seeking Alumni 
We are seeking our past students, that attend William Howard itself, or indeed the White 
House Grammar School, Irthing Valley or Lochinvar Schools. We wish to put up permanent 
displays around the school, ideally in each subject area as well as in the common areas, of 
how past students have found success in various paths. We are not seeking the famous as 
such, more those that achieved well in their field of work and would hope their story could 
help guide or inspire our current students. Mrs Hill is co-ordinating bringing together this 
information and Mrs Hill can be contacted via email alumni@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk 
  
Uniform 
The school uniform is being worn well and I would thank all parents for their support in 
ensuring students are complying with the dress code. It is far from a perfect uniform 
however, both in its design and choice of garments for example. I wouldn’t think anyone will 
be surprised to read that during this year I will be looking again at the school’s uniform, it is 
something many of you have expressed to me in conversation that you would like to see 
revisited. It is only fair to be open that as the school logo and general uniform has been in 
place for some time now over the coming months these will be reviewed with any changes 
introduced in September 2017.  
 
The start of this will be looking at the schools identifying badge, currently the Scallop shell as 
inherited from one of our predecessor schools the White House. Working with the students 
we will be looking into how we can incorporate this into a potentially new William Howard 
badge. One that retains our traditional logo but also introduces our key values, a sense of 
our location and possibly that identifies us more closely with the man William Howard who 
we are named after.  
 
Whatever the decisions are made around the general uniform regarding possible changes 
these will, as I have previously indicated, be communicated well in advance. Any changes 
will be decided upon I envisage by at the latest March 2017 and will take fully into account, 
affordability as well the need for any potential transitional period. 
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Catering 
After our initial problems the new catering arrangements seem to have settled considerably. 
The amount of food being prepared on site has risen considerably and the students are 
starting to understand more readily that the various outlets serve different offerings with the 
main canteen being where hot meals are always available. To help parents and students the 
weekly menus are now accessible from a link on the school’s webpage, on the right hand 
side under Lunchtime Menus, which shows the range of cooked food on offer in the canteen. 
The pantries continue to offer more grab and go options such as baguettes, which all meet 
the voluntary food guidelines for schools that we choose to adhere too. 
 
Improvements continue to be planned by the new caterers and we hope more students will 
use the main canteen, throughout the lunchbreak after its refurbishment in the half term. 
Over the coming weeks increased signage will be installed that should help students 
understand the various options available at the multiple outlets as well. 
 
Setting 
I know that several parents have asked about the setting arrangements at the school so I 
have included with this bulletin a brief outline of what they are. If you have any questions 
about which set your child is in, please do contact the relevant Curriculum Leader whose 
email link can be found on the school website. 
 
E-Safety 
As a school, each term we deal with a number of cases of e-safety issues that centre around 
online activity or misuse of mobile phones. So far this year there have been fewer cases 
than in previous ones, which shows a growing awareness amongst students and parents of 
the dangers of online activity. When they do occur these incidents invariably always start 
outside school but we then have to deal with the inevitable upset and concerns in the 
aftermath.  These distract us from the main task of the school, which is to educate students.   
The students receive a lot of guidance and advice on e-safety but ultimately they are 
responsible for their own actions which at times are sadly ill-judged. It is essential that you 
as parents, monitor what students do online when at home on social media and that you 
check what they are doing with their mobile phones. I would echo the words of the Education 
Secretary when she urged all parents to turn on parental controls on devices and regularly 
check what they are being used for. This is easy to do and not invasive to a student’s privacy 
or indeed something that needs to be done every day. Mistakes are easy to make and very 
hard, if not impossible, to eradicate once they go live across the net. 
 
Behaviour 
General behaviour is excellent around the school. At times there are individuals who have let 
themselves and their parents down however and as a school we will issue as severe 
sanctions as we can, when students breach and display behaviour beyond what we would 
expect from them. This has resulted in one permanent exclusion since the start of term and I 
would reassure all parents that we will not accept anything less than the best from all of our 
students.  
 
Parent View 
As you are aware, Parent View is an online questionnaire that records the views of parents 
on the school that their children attend and is referred to at times by OFSTED. I would like to 
remind you that the questionnaire is available to complete at any time via: 
www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk.  
 
Attendance 
The criterion for a student being classified as Persistently Absent from school by the 
Department for Education is 90% or below. Any student whose attendance falls below 90% 
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is now deemed to be persistently absent from school.  If your child falls into this category 
then you will be contacted by the school to meet so that an attendance plan can be put into 
place to ensure that attendance returns to normal acceptable levels as soon as possible. In 
the case where the attendance does not improve then parents may be prosecuted for not 
ensuring their children attend school regularly.   
 
We notify parents of absence by text if we have not received a reason for absence. After 
feedback we have modified this message to include a number to ring if you believe that your 
child is in school, as well as the absence line number which will record reasons for absence. 
 
Upcoming Events 
Though not exhaustive a brief look at some upcoming events should allow you to plan ahead 
as well as showing the rich tapestry of different learning and life changing experiences the 
students are able to enjoy here at William Howard: 
 
Various Dates in October    - Year 7 Team Building visits to Talkin Tarn. 
Saturday, 15 October    - Mountain Bike Club, ride at Newcastleton 
Wednesday, 19 October  - Year 7 Tutor and Social Evening including  
                                                                         talks on supporting students with Maths, 
                                                                         English and E-safety 
Wednesday, 19 October                        - Sixth Form visit to National Apprenticeship 
                                                                         Show 
Thursday, 20 October    - Mountain Bike Club, night ride at Whinlatter 
Friday, 21 October - Geography Year 11 Controlled Assessment  
                                                                         write up day 
Friday, 28 – Monday, 31 October  - History Trip to Budapest 
Friday, 4 November    - Primary School Cross Country 
Friday, 4 November    - Frantic Assembly Theatre Trip 
Friday, 4 – Monday, 7 November  - History Trip to WWI Centenary Battlefields Trip 
Tuesday, 8 November   - Primary School Netball Tournament 
Wednesday, 9 November   - Geography Year 12 Fieldwork to Newcastle 
 
As the remaining days of this half term pass, may I thank you as parents for your support for 
both the school and your children. It is through partnership and positive support that students 
will make the best progress they can and we readily acknowledge the large influence that 
parents have in helping them achieve just that. After all a student’s time is their most 
precious asset, so we should all ensure that they maximise our investment in them and its 
return from the time they have here at school.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mr Chris McAree 
Headteacher 
cmcaree@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk  
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Director of Learning News – Year Group Newsletters 
 
In order to ensure we keep the level of communication between school and parents as good 
as possible, each Director of Learning has provided a brief Newsletter on each Year Group.  
 
Year 11 News 
Year 11 have made a tremendous start to the year. Behaviour is positive and students are 
working hard. There have been assessments in most subject areas and teaching staff will be 
using the results to provide feedback and to enter data that will make up the first data report 
of the year. That report will be on your doorstep before half term. Lessons will be geared to 
exam preparation as the Year 11 mocks start in November. It’s a good idea to use the half 
term holiday as an opportunity to plan revision for these important exams. Tutors, teaching 
staff and the Year Group Team will advise on revision techniques. 
 
As Year 11 is such a critical time in a young person’s education, excellent attendance is 
essential. If an absence is unavoidable, please record the reason for absence in the planner 
and let the Form Tutor know. Term time holidays in Year 11 are unlikely to be authorised. 
 
On Thursday, 3 November, Year 11 will taking part in Careers Day – an inspirational day for 
the whole year group to learn about their post 16 choices. Further details will be sent out 
after half term.  
 
Dates for your diary: Friday, 23 June 2017 is the Year 11 Party at Skitby House and 
Tuesday, 27 and Wednesday, 28 June 2017 are the Sixth Form start up days. Even if you 
are not yet certain about future plans, make a note of the dates, so you don’t miss out. 
 
 
Year 10 News 
Year 10 students are embarking on a new journey, for the majority they are beginning their 
GCSE’s and starting to think about mapping their future careers. Students have settled well 
into their new option subjects, they are fortunate to have a huge range of opportunities made 
available to them, to enhance and personalise their option choice. We have a number of 
students undertaking the work based pathway to complete qualifications in Childcare, Food 
Nutrition and Motor Vehicle. 
 
Students have already had the opportunity to attend a range of enrichment activities to 
support teaching and learning within particular subjects. Only last week, students studying 
Performing Arts attended a trip to the Royal Exchange Theatre in Manchester for a creative 
industry day. Students learned about the different roles within the theatre and got to talk to 
specialist people about the industry, such as the costume designers and a producer whom 
they had a question and answer session with. This has prepared students well for their 
online test focusing on the performing arts industry.   
 
The Media department also organised a trip to the London Film School which was led by two 
industry professionals who have worked on a variety of prestigious feature films. Students 
then had the opportunity to take part in a specialist workshop at Warner Studios, which 
centred around different camera angles and how they enhance the narratives of feature 
films, specifically Harry Potter. There will be many more opportunities and trips happening 
throughout the year, I can only encourage students to become involved.  
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Year 10 have also had some superb sporting highlights already this half term, particularly in 
football. The boys team won the City Tournament last month and they’ve also won three 
league matches so far including a 5-0 win over RRCA (Charlie Barnes scoring two of the 
goals) and a 2-0 win over Trinity. They then went on to beat Caldew 5-1 in the National Cup 
with two goals coming from Aaron Roberts.  
 
The girls too have had success in football. They were runners up in the Under 16 City 
Tournament and also beat Trinity to get through to the second round of the County Cup. We 
are extremely proud of all of the players who contributed to the amazing performances.  
 
Year 9 News 
The start of many GCSE courses in Year 9 can be a difficult transition from KS3. Students 
have obviously grown up over the summer and I am pleased to be able to report that on the 
whole, students have met the challenge head on and are learning how to cope with the 
demands.  
 
This year we have moved the year group to the main common room and the form rooms to 
the Humanities corridor. It has been wonderful to see the students with their Form Tutors 
each morning and I have to say I am very proud of them. Their attitude to their learning, their 
uniform and their progress is already very positive. 
 
There are many opportunities for students to take part in extracurricular activities from rugby 
to guitar club. I encourage students to get involved in as much as possible and to try 
everything, if it's not for them then at least they have tried it! 
 
There have been a couple of topics high on the agenda this year, uniform and attendance.  
Again on the whole I am very grateful for your support and very proud of the students - Year 
9 is exceptionally smart and I really think tightening the rules has been a massive boost for 
the school. 
 
Uniform gives students pride and belonging in their school. We do still have issues with 
some students, but rest assured we are working hard with the students and the parents to 
ensure that the rules are applied consistently. Attendance is on everyone's lips and as a 
school we support the ideal that every student has a right to have the opportunity to have a 
full education. If students aren't in school, then they cannot learn and reach their potential. 
 
You will receive three reports this year about your child's progress and also a Progress 
Evening at the end of the academic year. Of massive importance is the Options in February. 
This is really the spring board for students to push themselves in the subject that they can 
choose at KS4. Some subjects are mandatory but many are not and it is vitally important that 
the students and yourself attend the Options Evening to talk with staff about proposed 
choices. 
 
I would encourage you to make every opportunity to work with us to ensure that this year is 
more successful than ever. We encourage you to contact your child's Form Tutor, Miss Elliot 
or myself if you have any concerns or questions for us. 
 
Year 8 News 
As always we are nearly through the half term and it only feels like we started back 
yesterday! Or does it feel as though we haven't had a Summer!  Either way the time is racing 
past and before we know it this term will be over and we will be at Christmas. 
 
Year 8 have met the challenges of the transition from Year 7 head on. They have settled into 
their new classes and new demands quickly and already they have developed academically 
and emotionally since the start of term.                See overleaf 



 
Sometimes students see year 8 as a lull before the demands of options and GCSE courses 
in year 9.  This is not the case with our staff or our students and both see the need to make 
the most of the foundations formed in this year.  Already students are finding an increased 
demand for homework and the challenge in lessons in preparation for their targets and 
exams. 
 
You will receive three reports about your child's progress this year and there will also be a 
Progress Evening. It is really important that your child accompanies you to the evening and 
that you talk to as many teachers as possible to get a feeling and understanding for which 
subjects are going well and perhaps will be studied in KS4.  
 
So although we are at the start of the year, this year will as always race by. I would 
encourage you to make every opportunity to work with us to ensure that this year is more 
successful than ever.  We encourage you to contact your child's Form Tutor or Mrs Mingotti 
or myself if you have any concerns or questions for us. 
 
Year 7 News 
It has been an exciting first half term for all Year 7 students as they find their feet at William 
Howard School. Students have been working hard to achieve across the curriculum, making 
the most of the new opportunities on offer. It has been great to see so many Year 7 students 
taking up extracurricular activities from netball club, singing club, coding club to open 
spaces. The Year 7 girls had their first netball matches of the year at Trinity, with 21 girls 
taking part, while the boys rugby team had their first match experience against Caldew. 
Students really are getting involved with as much as they can!  
 
In the final part of the transition programme, each form is attending Talkin Tarn with the year 
7 Student Manager - Mrs Jones and their Form Tutor. The days give students the chance to 
get to know their form group and Form Tutor outside of the classroom, encouraging team 
building and continuing the focus of resilience, responsibility and respect. A great start has 
been made Year 7 – keep it up!  
 
 


