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Dear Parent 
 
Changes to School Uniform for September 2017 
 
In my previous school Newsletters, I have outlined the fact that as a school some aspects of our uniform 
would be changing from September 2017. As we approach Easter it is appropriate that we now provide 
greater detail of these changes to you, with costs and also the practical arrangements on how students 
will be measured for the new uniform and purchase details.  
 
For clarity, students in current Years 6, 7, 8, and 9 will be required to wear a school blazer when they 
start school in the new academic year. It will be optional for students currently in Year 10, those not 
choosing to wear a blazer should wear the full current school uniform next year. We will also be 
introducing a unique skirt, to ensure that skirts are always of an appropriate length and fit for a school 
environment, for those students who choose to wear a skirt. Students not choosing to wear a skirt will 
be required to wear straight legged black school trousers. As previously outlined the current school 
sweatshirt will be phased out, though they will be able to be worn under a blazer during next year, and 
replaced by an optional lighter weight jumper. There will be two options of a tie in September; there will 
be the clip on version that students currently have, or a standard tie which will be made available. There 
are no changes to the style of the current PE kit, however there has been a price increase – please 
view the website for further details.   
 
We have been working with the School Council on the uniform changes, as well as with suppliers to 
ensure that we can achieve best value for parents and a uniform that the students have had a part in 
designing. It is for this reason that the blazers will not be embroidered with House names, so that they 
can long term be passed between members of a family or indeed to others. Students will be given 
badges that will attach to the lapel of their blazer that will indicate which House they belong to. This 
means that the cost of a blazer will actually be less than the cost provisionally quoted to you in February 
and actually below the combined cost of the existing school sweater and Summer uniform polo shirt 
that they replace.  
 
The full uniform price list, with comparison to the current uniform is shown below, accompanying this 
letter is our revised Uniform Policy and information which shows students wearing the new uniform, 
which will come into effect from September 2017. 
 

Item Current Cost Cost of New Uniform 

Blazer N/A £23.00 (all sizes) 
School Sweatshirt £14.00 N/A 
School Jumper (optional) N/A £16.00 
Summer polo shirt £10.00/£11.00 Not part of new uniform 
School Tie £5.50 (clip on) £5.50 (clip on) 

£5.00 (standard tie) 
School Skirt  
(optional in two styles) 

N/A £17.50 



There is now a process where we need to inform our uniform suppliers of our general requirements in 
terms of ordering items of various quantities so that the students are properly attired in September.  
 
In order for the skirt fabric to be manufactured, we need a general indication of whether students will 
be intending to order a skirt and in which style. There is a form enclosed that should be returned to the 
Main Office with provisional requirements on. This should be returned by Friday, 28 April 2017. 
 
Measuring for Blazers (Also Jumpers and Skirts if required) 
All students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will be measured by the uniform suppliers on Thursday, 29 June and 
Friday, 30 June for the correct size of blazer. Girls wishing to order skirts will also be measured for the 
correct size on these days. Students will also be measured for the jumpers, if they require one. Students 
will be given a slip showing them which size blazers and skirts that have been provisionally ordered for 
them.  
 
Students currently in Year 6 will be able to order their uniform on these days as they will be in school 
for their Form Tutor meetings. 
 
Collection and Purchase of Uniform in Summer Holidays  
The new uniform will be available to be collected and purchased from the school during August, with 
dates and times to be confirmed to you in due course. You will be able to make payment using 
Parentpay at https://www.parentpay.com/ using a debit/credit card. If you need to pay by cash or cheque 
instead, please make payable to ‘William Howard School’ and send in to Finance. 
 
We recognise that some students may have grown slightly since the time of measuring in late June and 
that parents may wish to change the size of blazers and skirts, where applicable, being bought. There 
will be the opportunity to do final sizing and changes when the uniform is collected. 
 
Any current Year 10 student who wishes to switch to wearing a blazer in September, will be able to buy 
one when the school uniform shop is open. 
 
What about Summer Term 2017? 
Students who need to replace uniform should do so as normal, though we would hope that such 
purchases should be minimal. 
 
The old Summer polo shirt can be worn after Easter for a final term, by those students who own one. 
These will not be part of the uniform from September 2017 and as such, they are not being sold by the 
school this academic year. However, we do have a very small number of polo shirts in size Medium that 
can be purchased, if desired, though they will only be acceptable to be worn for the one term before the 
new uniform is implemented. 
 
If you require any further information about the changes, please do contact the school. I thank you for 
your support around the changes and we look forward to the students wearing their new uniform with 
pride in September. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mr Chris McAree 
Headteacher 
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............................................................................................................................................... 

Changes to School Uniform for September 2017 
 
In order for the skirt fabric to be manufactured, we need a general indication of whether 
students will be intending to order a skirt. Please choose the style and quantity required below: 
 
Please circle which style option: Pleated Skirt  Straight Skirt 
 
Please indicate quantity required………………………………………………………….... 
 
Please indicate Size ………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Student Name:………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Student Form:…………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Please return to the Main Office by Friday, 28 April 2017 

 


