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Dear Parents 
 
It is that time of year when we all often send our one yearly communication in the form of a 
Christmas card, sometimes letter enclosed, to many of our extended family and friends of old. In 
return we all have that smile that lights our faces when we open cards at home from those we 
haven’t heard from for a while. In that we experience one of the greatest joys of this time of the 
year as we reconnect with memories of those we care about, but over the year haven’t had time to 
catch up with. 
 
Indeed, one can say that Christmas prompts us to do what we often don’t find time to do which is 
to talk and listen to each other. As we enter next term it is something I would ask you to all make a 
conscious effort to do with each of your children. The conversations that you have with them about 
school or current affairs all help build those listening and communication skills that are so vital in 
their adult lives. We can all make a real difference by encouraging them to speak fluently about 
topics, so that they improve their ability to articulate points and observations. In a social media 
world that is based regretfully on bite size text based systems, the need for clear spoken English is 
ever more important so should be practised regularly; you never know even given that many of 
them are teenagers, they may surprise you with their depth of conversation.  
 
It would be interesting to know if those conversations in the last few weeks have revealed the 
variety of activities that have been taking place across the school or those that are yet to come (I 
apologise for the Christmas Carol like introduction!): 
 
 
Sixth Form Decorate Eden Valley Hospice 
It was with great pride that we received an email of gratitude from Eden Valley Hospice for how 
well some of our Sixth Formers had given their time on an evening last week to decorate Jigsaw. 
The students spent their time making sure that the children who use the hospice have a very 
welcoming environment that will hopefully bring a sense of joy at this time of the year. I commend 
them for the unselfish community spirit that they so ably demonstrated. 
 
 
Community Events 
The students spend a lot of time and care ensuring that they give something back to the wider 
community as we approach the end of term. This will include hosting and preparing an Afternoon 
Tea Party for the senior residents of Brampton on the final Monday of term, where entertainment 
will be provided by various students singing and performing. The students will also be delivering 
Christmas Hampers and Stockings to local people to ensure everyone has the best Christmas 
possible. 
 
 
Process for School Closures 
When we return to school in January we will be entering that part of Winter where we are more 
likely to have inclement weather. My position remains the same in that closing the school is a very 
last resort and the default position will always be to stay open. It will be the case that at times some 
bus routes will be cancelled, but the school will remain open for those students who can make it in.  
Likewise, during the day some students may be sent home early if their bus routes are becoming 
treacherous, this may also affect staff who do not live locally. In such cases of partial closure, there 
will inevitably be some collapsing of classes and changes to the normal planned timetable. The 
reality is that there may be occasions when the site is deemed unsafe or we may have insufficient 



staff that can make it into school when we may need to close. If this should happen then the 
closure will be announced via the school text system, on the school website and through local 
media channels as early as is practical. The full closure process is available to read on the school’s 
website under the following link.  
http://www.williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk/category/notices/  
 
 
Year 11 Mock Exams and Results 
The approach that Year 11 has taken so far towards their Mock Exams has been commendable. 
The vast majority have prepared themselves well for these dry runs of the Summer GCSEs. As the 
first year group who have done so many of the harder 1 - 9 GCSEs the preparation cycle is of ever 
greater importance. In that vein they will not be receiving results until the end of the second week 
back after the Christmas break. The Mock Exam Results will be issued during the afternoon of 
Friday, 12 January 2018, which always proves to be an emotional time for the students. It will be 
the first time they have experienced that moment of trepidation before opening an envelope with a 
list of grades enclosed. It will be joyous for some and a time for reflection for others. All will learn 
something from the experience to help them prepare even better for the Summer exams and will 
have the chance to reflect on what they need to work on further to maximise their success in the 
Summer. 
 
 
Christmas Concert 
The end of term celebration of the students work in Music will take place on Wednesday, 6 
December at 6.30pm. The standard of work is exceptional and reflects so well on the dedication 
shown by the students throughout the term.  
 
 
Christmas Church Concert 
The traditional Christmas Concert in St Martin’s Church takes place on Thursday, 14 December at 
7.30pm. This is a truly exceptional performance by our students and a fitting way in which to end 
the term. The concert is free and we would encourage as many people as possible to attend. It 
would be lovely if we were able to fill the church. 
 
 
Year 7 Parent Survey on Transition 
Over the course of the year we will be conducting a series of surveys to gauge areas where we 
can improve what we do. The first of these is designed for Year 7 parents and is quite specific 
about how their children have found transition to William Howard. We would be grateful if parents 
could complete the short questionnaire, it will take no more than 5 minutes. A link can be found on 
the school’s homepage, or directly at: 
https://qdpservices.co.uk/OnlineQuestionnaire.aspx?code=11923-20504-18948177 
 
 
Parents contacting students while in school 
It is disappointing to say the least that we have on some occasions this term had to confiscate 
phones from students for using them in lessons. The school rules on this are clear that phones 
should only be used when allowed by the relevant member of staff or in social times, if they are 
seen at other times they will be confiscated and parents will have to collect them from school. 
 
The most worrying aspect of one or two incidents recently have been that it is actually parents 
trying to contact their children that have caused the phones to be used at inappropriate times. This 
is unacceptable and is certainly not excusable behaviour. There are clear methods of getting 
messages to students by phoning the school and student services in an emergency, or to pass on 
information. We would ask that parents always use these methods of communication during lesson 
times and do not take it upon themselves to disturb the learning of other students by contacting 
their children directly. Generations of children and the vast majority of the students now have used 
this method without disaster befalling them and any argument to the contrary is quite frankly 
ludicrous. 
 

http://www.williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk/category/notices/
https://qdpservices.co.uk/OnlineQuestionnaire.aspx?code=11923-20504-18948177


 
Social Media – a helpful reminder 
This year we have seen a marked decrease in the number of social media incidents we have dealt 
with, a testament to greater vigilance by parents, but also deeper knowledge of the risks by the 
students. At this time of the year many children do get additional devices of one form or another 
and as such as parents when they are set up I would encourage you all to check that your children 
are accessing the content and applications that are designed for them. Below is a list of many of 
the popular social media platforms that we know students use, with the relevant age restrictions. I 
would encourage you to regularly check devices of your children to ensure that they are only using 
appropriate sites: 
 

 13 Years Old  (older Year 8 students and above) 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, Google+, Tumblr, Reddit, Snapchat, Secret 

 14 Years Old (older Year 9 students and above) 
Linkedin 

 16 Years Old  (older Year 11 students and above) 
Whatsapp 

 17 Years Old  (older Year 12 students and above) 
Vine, Tinder, Monkey 

 18 Years Old (older Year 13 students and above) 
Path 

  
Non Uniform Day – Tuesday, 19 December 2017 in aid of the Tanzanian Link 
Our Tanzanian Link is now entering its 30th year of joint work. We take great pride in the longevity 
of the link with Uru School and its associated primary schools and the cultural impact this has had 
on William Howard School, our feeder primaries and the local community. As you will be aware, 
the students in school have over the years supported fundraising for the link in a number of ways 
such as disco’s, cake sales and non-uniform days. The money raised from such events is greatly 
appreciated by the team and is used to fund the visit of our Tanzanian guests to the UK (each flight 
costing around £900) and for community projects when we visit Tanzania including educational 
resources for the primary schools where poverty is often a very acute problem. We are most 
grateful for your backing with this, so please support by donating £1.00 on Tuesday, 19 December, 
if you wish not to wear uniform that day. Any student having PE that day will be required to wear 
normal WHS PE uniform and students should bring all other equipment and books to school as 
normal. 
 
 
End of term 
The last day of term is Wednesday, 20 December when school will close at the normal time of 
3.15pm. As a Trust we have decided that early finishes on the last days of term were unhelpful for 
parents and that there was little or no justification for them. School restarts on Thursday, 4 January 
2018.  
 
 
February INSET Day 
I would like to give early warning that the school has its next INSET day for staff training, on 
Monday, 19 February, which means the February half term is one day longer for the students. 
They will return to school after the half term break on Tuesday, 20 February 2018. 
 
Events in the New Term 
Some key dates in January to make you aware of include: 
12th January  Year 11 Mock Results Afternoon 
15th – 26th January Sixth Form Mock Exams (Years 12 and 13) 
17th January   Sixth Form Open Evening 
24th January  Year 11 Progress Evening 
24th January  Trinity Music and Drama Exams 
26th January  Guys and Dolls Theatre Trip 



29th January   Berlin Trip Parents Evening  
30th January  Year 9 IAG Event 
30th January  Ski Trip Parents Evening 
31st January  Year 9 Tutor and Options Evening 
 
It leaves me to say a big thank you for all your support throughout the year. It is by working 
together that our students achieve their very best and I would like to recognise the commitment 
you have to ensuring that each of our students strives to do just that. 
 
I wish all our families, students and staff a happy and holy Christmas and look forward to the new 
year and the exciting continuing challenges that it will bring. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mr Chris McAree 
Headteacher 
cmcaree@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk  
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Directors of Learning News – Year Group Newsletters 
 
 
Year 7 Newsletter 

It was with great pleasure that I was able to send out over 250 letters of congratulations to parents 
of Year 7, after collating the year group data. Students are displaying a consistently positive 
attitude to learning and making an excellent contribution to the school. Students who had areas to 
improve, in terms of attitude to learning and progress, have been working with their Form Tutors to 
set focussed targets. There is an opportunity for Year 7 students to make a further contribution to 
the school through improving the common room space that they share with Year 8. Students have 
been asked to come up with a mural design, focussed on the school values of respect, 
responsibility and resilience. The winning entry will then be created by the students to be used in 
the common room. The Art Department recently ran a competition with the local Police to create a 
farm watch logo. There was a great response with Alfie Sharpe’s design chosen to become the 
new logo, which will be used on their social media site. Finally, the first cohort of Year 7 students 
completed a growth mindset workshop this week with Mrs McMurdo. The session focussed on the 
challenges students face in their learning and developing strategies to over-come these. Mrs 
McMurdo was impressed with the contribution made by the students. I wish all students and their 
families a great Christmas break and look forward to seeing them in the new year.  
 
 
Year 8 Newsletter 

It was with great pleasure that I was able to send out over 180 letters to parents of Year 8 students 
after collating the year group data. These students are displaying a consistently positive attitude to 
learning and making an excellent contribution to the school – keep up the hard work. Students who 
had areas to improve in terms of attitude to learning and/or progress, have been working with their 
Form Tutors to set focussed targets.  
 
There is an exciting opportunity for Year 8 students to make a further contribution to the school 
through improving the common room space that they share with Year 7. Students have been 
asked to come up with a mural design based around the school values of respect, responsibility 
and resilience. The winning entry will then be created by the students and displayed in the 
common room. 
  
Last week the first cohort of Year 8 students completed a growth mind-set workshop. The session 
looked at the challenges students face in terms of their learning and developing strategies to over-
come these. Mrs McMurdo and Miss Sawdon were impressed with the contribution made by the 
students.  
 
Finally, Year 8 have had a successful football season progressing to the semi-final of the County 
and City Cup beating Ullswater and Trinity in the process.  Although they lost in the County Cup 
semi-final they still have hopes of reaching Brunton Park in the City Cup final next May - fingers 
crossed! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish each of you a Merry Christmas and I look forward to 
seeing you in the new year.  
 
 
Year 9 Newsletter 

Plans are afoot for Christmas celebrations at William Howard. Volunteers from Year 9 will be 
helping out with the annual Christmas Tea Party and all those involved in music are preparing for 
Christmas concerts and – for the first time this year – celebration House assemblies on the last day 
of term! 
 



Next term, it’s all systems go for options. There will be an options planning day on Tuesday, 30 
January, with professionals from all walks of life giving talks and presentations on careers. A 
combined options and tutor evening will take place the following day on Wednesday, 31 January - 
when all students and parents are invited to find about the subjects on offer at Key Stage Four, 
meet the teachers leading the courses and discussing their plans with their Form Tutors. 
 
Meanwhile, in the run up to Christmas, it’s important that Year 9 hold the line and maintain the high 
standards of work and behaviour they have shown so far this year. I hope you all enjoy your 
Christmas break and I look forward to seeing you in the New Year. 
 
 
Year 10 Newsletter 

The long term forecast is for a snowy winter with the possibility of snow at Christmas!  That means 
it will be warm and wet and those of us who like winter sports will again be disappointed if we stay 
in Britain. Another year over, one or two contentious decisions made over the year on our behalf 
and I am again thinking next year has got to be a little better? 
 
It’s a real shame that I think this way sometimes and I’m sure you are the same as me, in that time 
seems to race by faster and faster. So it must be like that for our students, it probably doesn’t 
seem that long ago that you were worrying about their first day at school and now they are well and 
truly into their GCSEs, certainly the most important time in education that they have gone 
through.  Actually whatever life throws at us we should embrace it and make the most of it and not 
wish time away. 
 
Year 10 are a wonderful year group and I am honoured to be able to see them through their 
education, the vast majority of them are embracing the challenges and making the most of the 
time.  The reports I am getting is that most students now understand the undertaking ahead of 
them and have settled into their studies.  As a school we do something called ‘learning walks’ 
where staff are able to look into lessons and get a feel for the learning and teaching that is taking 
place within departments, but also within year groups.  The reports coming back are that Year 10 
are settled and working well (and dare I say it – slightly ahead of last year’s Year 10 at this 
stage!).  Of course we have some challenges and some students are less mature, take less 
responsibility and need to be monitored more closely to get the best out of them, but in time I hope 
they will conform to what they need to do to make the most of their opportunities with us. 
 
So as we finish yet another year and move into a new one, can I wish you a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year and let the students relax and re-charge ready for the challenges ahead. 
 
 
Year 11 Newsletter 

It is an extremely busy time for Year 11 students, despite the pressures of their mock exams they 
continue to be focussed and motivated.  
 
I have recently given myself a nickname, ‘the uniform police’, I am sure some of the students think 
this too. As I walk in the common room, lessons and Form Tutor classes, I am constantly checking 
the standard of student’s uniform. For most this is excellent, although I have noticed a number of 
items being worn that DO NOT conform with the uniform policy: A small number of girls wearing 
‘skinny’ trousers for school. Trousers should not be tight fitting to the leg and ankles should not be 
on show. All students at the start of the year had the correct uniform, I ask that you support us in 
maintaining these high standards for the remainder of the year. Jewellery should be one pair of 
small studs, a watch and black belt.  Nose piercings or other facial piercings should not be 
visible. 
 
I have spoken to students in assembly about the appropriate use of mobile phones in school. 
Students should only have their phone out in the lesson if the teacher has given permission, 
because it is supporting the learning taking place. Unfortunately, I have dealt with a number of 
incidents in the last couple of weeks where students have been using their mobile phones in 
lessons, without permission. If students are found to be using their phone in class, then the teacher 
is within their right to confiscate the phone until the end of the week (Friday), unless otherwise 



agreed. Please can you support the school by speaking to your child about the rules and 
expectations. 
 
I have mentioned attendance already in September’s newsletter, but I feel it is necessary to 
reiterate the importance of excellent attendance in school. Year 11 is such a crucial time, please 
avoid taking students out of school where possible, the impact that attendance can have on 
academic success is widely publicised. It is crucial that your child is in school learning if they are to 
achieve the grades that they are capable of. We expect student’s attendance to be 96% and 
above. If an absence is unavoidable, please ring student services that morning and record the 
reason for absence in their planner. 
 
You should by now have received a letter about the Year 11 Progress Evening, which takes place 
on Wednesday, 24 January. Please be aware that the deadline for the return of the appointment 
slip is Wednesday, 20 December. This is a very important evening and it is essential that every 
effort is made to attend. It is your opportunity to ask any questions about your child’s progress, 
mock examination results etc. Please encourage your child to attend the evening with you. I look 
forward to seeing many of you there. 
 
Just a note for your diaries that there is also a Sixth Form Open Evening on Wednesday, 17 
January 2018 at 6.00pm. The event will be an opportunity to find out more about what Sixth Form 
can offer your child.  
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support throughout this term and 
wish you all a lovely Christmas and new year. 
 
 
Sixth Form Newsletter 

As another busy term for the Sixth Form draws to a close, students and teachers have their 
thoughts very much on the mock exams which will be starting on Monday, 15 January. It is of 
paramount importance that these are prepared for as well as possible to get a genuine experience 
and provide an accurate picture of strengths and areas for development in the coming months.  
 
There are lots of enrichment opportunities continuing to be advertised especially for those in Year 
12. They can provide some very rich experiences which are helpful in developing skills, gaining 
experience in diverse situations and they are always an enhancement to a CV or university 
application. We urge students to make the most of every opportunity of this nature – many of them 
are free of charge. 
 
On Friday, 17 November the school joined the nation in support of Children in Need raising 
£722.80. The highlights included a staff karaoke, which hit all the right notes and a sponsored 
cycle that livened up the reception area. In addition, Sixth Form students carried on the tradition of 
wearing pyjamas and a team of enthusiastic Sixth Form girls ensured students could fashion 
themselves with a Pudsey tattoo. Finally, the whole school was given the opportunity to take part 
on an assault course to test their agility and speed. A great event and one that carries on the eight 
year tradition of Sixth Form raising money for Children in Need. 
 
A reminder that the presentation evening for students and parents of Year 11 and Year 13 of 2016-
17 will be held on Monday, 18 December at Carlisle Cathedral. We look forward to seeing you 
there. 


