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11 June 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Trial changes to break and lunchtime 
 
In my Newsletter in May, I outlined that we were looking at changing some of the timings during the 
school day. We have decided to take these forward as a trial and the changes will not affect the start or 
end of the school day. The changes will see us introduce two equal length breaks of 30 minutes that 
will sit either side of Period 3.  
 
One issue we have identified is that often students are still eating at the end of the first break and all 
have finished eating quite comfortably with 15 minutes to go in the main lunch break. Our main canteen 
is not used effectively and we would like to see more students eating sit down meals, as we are 
concerned about the large number of students who “snack” their way through the day. The third and 
more exciting aspect is that the double break will allow us long term to offer a much greater spread of 
clubs and activities for the students. This wider provision of extra-curricular activities is something we 
would implement if we keep the system in place for September 2018. 
 
We will be trialling the following change and catering arrangements to the school day, starting on 
Monday, 18 June. Initially it will look like the following, but may be adapted as we go through the trial, 
dependent on what the feedback is from students and staff: 
 
Break 1  Start at 11.05am (same as now) – Finish 11.35am  

(10 minutes later than currently) 
Year 9 and 10 have exclusive access to both Main Canteens (full menu available) plus 
any students with passes from Break 2 clubs 
Year 7 and 8 Pantries open and also Courtyard Pantry 

 
Period 3 Start at 11.35am – Finish 12.35pm (10 minutes later than now) 
 
Break 2 Start at 12.35pm – Finish 1.05pm (same as currently) 

Year 7 and 8 have exclusive access to both Main Canteens (full menu available) 
  Year 9 and 10 Top Yard outside and Courtyard Pantry open 
 
As part of the trial, we will be introducing a new queuing system for the main canteen, which will be 
explained to the students in assemblies. Current Year 8 will also move into their new common room 
ready for Year 9, as Year 11 will have vacated their current common room. 
 
These are small changes to timings of the school day, but we hope they will allow us to tackle some 
current issues while also providing opportunities for student’s participation in extra-curricular clubs. The 
purpose of the trial is purely to see how the students approach the change and how systems within the 
school may need to adapt. We will review the trial in July and make a decision if it will be continued into 
the new academic year. 
 
Any feedback on the trial once it has started, will be most welcome. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mr Chris McAree 
Headteacher    


