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Dear Parents 
 
Anyone who has ever met me will quickly figure out that my main academic subject passion 
is Maths and at this time of the year with the school year coming to a close, I get statistic 
happy. It is hard to convey just how much goes on in one year here at William Howard, so 
maybe some numbers might help quantify that. This academic year across the school we have 
taught an eye watering 60,800 lessons, as a result there have been roughly 1,800,000 different 
individual learning experiences. Then there have been the trips, the visits, the opportunities 
and just as importantly the friendships (the odd falling out), laughter and sorrow that the 1,650 
people on site during each day have experienced. The highs of the year have been 
spectacular, students and staff performing at outstanding levels, academically, sporting and 
across a variety of other endeavours.   
 
So as a Headteacher it is with some regret that the end of term approaches as the atmosphere 
and general hum drum of a normal school day fades into the memory a little once the students 
leave. It is an odd feeling when I am in school during the Summer, an eerie one at times, as 
corridors feel empty and lifeless. The knowledge that students and staff are relaxing elsewhere 
is one that I hold onto. No matter what each individual chooses to do over the break, or where 
they may end up, the passage of time I am sure, will for many, will go quickly.  
 
It will be just under a month before A Level results will be published, followed a week later by 
GCSE’s. The Summer is punctuated with important events that define for many of our young 
people the direction of their immediate futures. So while the students enjoy a well earned 
break, please do remember those for whom it brings news of success or disappointment. 
These are events that will eventually affect each student and in many ways define their lives 
at school – but can for the large part be unnoticed until it affects those close to us.  
 
As always there are some things I would bring to your attention: 
 
Teaching Staff Leaving 
The end of term will see some of our teaching staff moving onto pastures new, whether that 
is a well earned retirement or a new opportunity elsewhere. This year we say fond farewells 
to: 
Mrs Fullelove – after 32 years at WHS in her role of being an inspirational singing teacher we 
wish her the very best of retirements. 
Mr Rogerson – after 20 years teaching drums and percussion to countless appreciative 
students is also retiring and we wish him well. 
Ms Muzio – is moving to a new post as she relocates with her partner to Scotland. 
Miss Hully – is moving to a new post as she relocates with her partner to Lancashire. 
Miss Beattie – is moving to a new post in the Independent school sector. 
Mrs Murphy – is moving to a new post closer to her family in the North East. 
Mr Burdon – is going to work with Christian Aid in the North East. 
Miss Robinson – is moving onto other opportunities.  
 



 
Last Day of Term 
The last day of term on Friday finishes at the normal time of 3.15pm and students are expected 
to go home as normal. As a result of feedback from parents we have ended the practice of 
finishing early as we recognise that this caused many people issues with childcare and 
working patterns.  
 
Trial of different timings for school breaks 
As I have communicated before we have been conducting a trial of a new system of breaks 
and this will continue into the new academic year. We will maintain the two 30 minute breaks 
as they are currently in September. After feedback from a handful of parents and some 
students we have decided to adapt them to mean that exclusive use of the canteens will only 
be for the first 10 minutes of each break, we may also alternate the order of this exclusive use 
going forward. We need to evaluate how these work with the full school in and also to see how 
our new Extra Curricular programme dovetails in. A final decision about the breaks will be 
made in late September or early October and any feedback in September would certainly be 
appreciated and noted.  
 
Tanzanian Exchange 
Our Tanzanian link is now approaching its 30th Anniversary and it is still going strong. We 
currently have a group of students and staff in Tanzania at Uru school. They have spent time 
since their arrival visiting and working with some of the local schools as well as on several 
visits. Our hosts are making our staff and students feel most welcome. The exchange provides 
an outstanding opportunity for our students to learn about other cultures and share 
experiences with their peers from Tanzania and I would encourage as many students as 
possible to take advantage of this opportunity in the new year when recruitment for the next 
cohort of students to be involved when the programme starts. 
 
Primary Music Week 
Last week we welcomed 67 primary school students to the school for a week of music. Mr 
Verry, Mrs Fullelove, Mr Wood and our peripetetic teachers worked with the students as they 
prepared for a concert on Thursday evening. It was an excellent opportunity for the students 
to benefit from specialised teaching so that they can enjoy the thrill of performing both 
individually as well as part of a much bigger group, while enhancing their skills. The concert 
was of the highest quality and well worth noting in the calendar as an event you may wish to 
attend in the future. 
 
Celebrating Sporting Success 
Following a successful and very positive whole school sports day last week, the PE 
Department then held its annual Sports Awards to celebrate the various achievements of our 
sporting teams, as well as individuals. This was a slight change to previous years with  the PE 
Department wanting the focus of the awards to be on all students who participated in extra 
curricular sport and not just a social occasion outside of school. It is important that we do 
recognise excellence in performance, especially for those students who reach representative 
standard or reach high levels of success nationally. A full list of all the winners will be posted 
on the school website.  
 
Uniform 
With new uniforms being bought over the coming weeks, I would remind parents of some 
particular aspects of it.  The full uniform guidance is on the school website: 
Trousers – These should be normal school trousers. They should not be in the style of jeans 
or made from denim or any other heavy cotton or cotton-type material, they should not be tight 
to the leg or have showy zips or other adornments. The rule is that trousers must not be fitted 
around the ankle and trousers must be long enough to cover the top of the shoe and not be 



noticeably short. We strongly recommend that you purchase your trousers from The Uniform 
Shop located on Nelson Street in Denton Holme, Carlisle. 
Shirts/Blouses – they must have a collar, which is fastened by a top button as they are 
expected to be worn properly. This means that ties are done up and buttons always fastened. 
They must be able to be tucked into either a skirt or trousers.  
Shoes – They should be pure BLACK footwear with no coloured logos and must be polishable. 
They should not have coloured soles.  
Skirts – The school skirt is the only one allowed to be worn by students.  
The vast majority of the students wear the uniform very well and I am sure these high 
standards will be maintined in September.  
 
The school uniform shop is open daily during term time, from 8.30am to 4.00pm (Monday – 
Friday) for parents and during both breaks for students. During the Summer holiday the 
Uniform shop opening times are advised below: 
 

Tuesday, 21 August 9.30am to 3.30pm 

Wednesday, 22 August 9.30am to 3.30pm 

Thursday, 23 August 9.30am to 3.30pm 

Tuesday, 28 August 9.30am to 3.30pm 

 
New School Year in September 
Students should return to school on Tuesday, 4 September at the normal time of 8.40am, in 
full uniform. I look forward to seeing all our students refreshed for the new school year. 
 
It leaves me to say that I hope everyone associated with the school has a safe and relaxing 
break. For my part the relaxing will be short lived, as I set to on a mammoth list of paving and 
other jobs; my technique for resting on a bench pondering what I should actually be doing will 
be perfected by September. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr Chris McAree 
Headteacher 
cmcaree@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk  
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Director of Learning News – Year Group Newsletters 

 
Year 7 Newsletter 
We are almost there; I am sure many of you won’t believe how fast the year has gone. All of 
those worries about your child starting secondary school probably for many, still feel like 
yesterday and now they are soon going to be in Year 8, how time flies. I feel very fortunate 
taking over the role as Director of Learning for Year 7, well at least for the next week or so, 
soon to be Year 8. I have spent some time during the last few weeks working in transition with 
Mr Anderson and getting to know many of the students in the year group. I am very much 
looking forward to September, getting to know them all.  
 
It was lovely to see all of the Year 7 students taking part in their first Sports Day at William 
Howard School, competing against each other in their houses but also supporting and 
encouraging their friends through a range of events. The awards assembly this week promises 
to be a fabulous ending to the year, it will also be a lovely opportunity to celebrate the success, 
hard work and achievement of many throughout the year.  
 
I am sure many of you will need to purchase new uniform items over the summer. I know 
regarding my own two children there is never an item that fits the following year. Please can I 
ask that you make sure that any uniform purchased adheres to the school uniform policy. 
There have been a couple of issues over the last couple of weeks regarding suede shoes/ 
canvas trainer’s (shoes must be polishable) and skinny trousers with zips. I am confident that 
this is just because students have grown out of their existing uniform/footwear. 
 
I very much look forward to meeting many of you next year, please feel free to contact 
myself should you have any questions or queries via email 
scarruthers@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk .Thank you Miss Sarah Carruthers.  
 
Year 8 Newsletter 
Well the end of another school year and what a busy one it has been.  Year 8 have blossomed 
and matured and come September, will be ready to face the challenges that lay ahead in Year 
9. Next year will be exciting as we move into the final year of KS3, begin our Creative 
Curriculum and choose options for the GCSE courses. 
 
This year will culminate in our award assembly on Wednesday afternoon and we look forward 
to welcoming parents and students to celebrate in their successes and achievements from 
this year.  I would like to say how delighted I was with the whole of Year 8 during Sports Day 
last week; they did themselves and the year group proud.   
 
In assembly last week, I shared the uniform expectations with the students and please may I 
ask that you refer to these before buying any uniform for September.  It may be worth noting 
that false nails or nail extensions of any kind are not allowed.  Students can wear one pair of 
small stud earrings; any piercings other than in earlobes are not permitted.  Please refer to 
the specific guidelines regarding school trousers and school shoes.  If you have any queries 
regarding this, please ask.   
 
I hope you all have a safe and relaxing Summer and Mrs Jones and I look forward to working 
with you again in September.  
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Year 9 Newsletter 
Thanks to all students and parents who have worked so hard this year! Enjoy your holiday. 
We will see you in September! 
 
Year 10 Newsletter 
I cannot remember a Summer quite like it!  Sports day fell on the coolest day in about 3 weeks 
and as with all end of years, students are enjoying the many and varied activities put on by 
staff in the school. 
 
Some students are out on the Duke of Edinburgh Expedition, some helping in Music Week, 
and of course the vast majority are still working towards their GCSE’s and squeezing every 
last little drop from the opportunities for them. 
 
It has been a massively exciting year where there have been many ups and downs. I finish 
the year tired, but still very much looking forward to working with such a great group of people 
next year – the staff of course, but mainly why I am here at all – the students. 
 
Have a lovely Summer and I look forward to working with you in Year 11. 
 
 


