
 

 
 
 

HEADTEACHER’S NEWSLETTER - September 2018 
 

Dear Parents 
 

It seems like only a few weeks since the start of term and yet the October half term is already 

upon us. It is remarkable to think that Year 11 are already 20% through their year in school, 

though as my Maths class continue to churn through books and past papers, I should not 

really be surprised! The early applicants for Oxbridge, Veterinary Science and Medicine in 

Year 13 have already submitted their UCAS application, Year 7 are now well settled and the 

rest of the school are advancing well in their lessons.  

 

Engagement is something we actively encourage, as our school is much more than just 

lessons and academic achievement, important as they are, it is also about enjoyment and 

participation. Those aspects that spark a student’s individual interest may be in a subject, but 

might also be elsewhere in Open Spaces, STEM Club, Performing Arts or Sport. With so much 

going on outside of the classrooms, we have seen a plethora of activities taking place. Our 

Year 7 and 8 students took part in their inaugural House Challenge day, which was action 

packed and encouraged a sense of teamwork while being very enjoyable. We also have some 

educational trips taking place from Geography fieldwork and a Geology trip to Dynamic Earth 

to mention a couple. Careers work has included our Year 11 IAG day, which was a huge 

success. Our students continue to engage with Higher Education institutions with events like 

the Maths master classes at Lancaster University and we have hosted visiting speakers, whilst 

also taking part in the Rotary speaking contest. Our students continue to have multiple 

international opportunities with some currently in Taiwan representing the UK at an 

international student conference while our Geographers depart for Naples and the surrounding 

area this weekend.  

 

One of the most pleasing developments this half term is undoubtedly the growth in student 

leadership. The Year 10 selection and interview process for those being trained as Franklin 

Scholars was for those involved, one of the most rewarding experiences of their careers 

seeing such maturity and responsibility in our young people. It extends beyond that cohort to 

those students such as our Reading Mentors, Maths Champions, Science Leaders, Young 

Sports Leaders, Student Librarians, Digital Champions, School Council and Mental Health 

Champions to name but a few. That level of personal commitment and unselfish giving by 

students of their own time and skills to help others, is to be celebrated. Over the next half term 

it is exciting to think of what we as a school will benefit from student engagement above and 

beyond their classes. We don’t say it enough; the majority of students we can be proud of, as 

they are growing into the caring citizens that we would all want. 

 

There are a few things to mention as we move into a well-deserved break before the packed 

8 week run up to the Christmas break. 

 
 
 

HEADTEACHER’S NEWSLETTER - October 2018 

 



 

SIMS Parent App 

We have almost completed rolling out the SIMS App invites to all parents of students we have 

email addresses for. This allows parents to view online homework as well as see attendance 

data, achievement points, behaviour incidents and allows access to copies of students reports. 

Feedback has been positive so far and I would encourage any parent without access who 

would like to be able to use the app (available for Android and iOS) to contact the school with 

a valid email address.  

 

There is an associated Student App and we will start a phased roll out of, over the coming 

months via the student’s school email accounts. This will give them access to both their 

timetables and homework. 

 

E-Safety 

As a school, each term we deal with a small number of cases of e-safety issues that centre 

around online activity or misuse of mobile phones. So far this year there have been fewer 

cases than in previous ones, which shows a growing awareness amongst students and 

parents of the dangers of online activity. When they do occur, these incidents invariably always 

start outside school, but we then have to deal with the inevitable upset and concerns in the 

aftermath.  These distract us from the main task of the school, which is to educate students.   

Students receive a lot of guidance and advice on e-safety, but ultimately they are responsible 

for their own actions, which on rare occasions are sadly ill-judged. It is essential that you as 

parents, monitor what students do online when at home on social media and that you check 

what they are doing with their mobile phones. If you haven’t already discovered both Apple 

and Android devices have parental controls and these can be used to control the content 

students have access to. One way of doing this is to switch phones into Wi-Fi only access for 

data. This would mean the phone while in school would only use the schools network, which 

is filtered and also tracked. This is easy to do and not invasive to a student’s privacy but a 

precaution. Mistakes are easy to make and very hard, if not impossible, to eradicate once they 

go live across the net. 

Parking outside school 

We have been working with the Police and local community to control the parking outside of 

the school over the last few months. This has included supporting the introduction of yellow 

lines in nearby streets and coning off areas on Longtown Road to discourage dangerous 

parking on the brow of the hill. These have been successful and I would like to thank parents 

for respecting the work being done, as it has made the road a safer place to cross, before and 

after school as well as significantly cutting down the inconvenience and congestion for those 

living locally. 

 

Attendance 

As we complete the first half term it is pleasing to note that school attendance has improved 

on the same point as last year. We do though still have a number of students who fall into the 

Department of Education’s definition of being persistently absent with attendance that is 90% 

or less. Where this is a pattern that continues for a student, we started in the Summer putting 



action plans in place. Where there has been no improvement, some students are now on their 

second action plan, the last step before we press for formal legal action. While it is the case 

that the majority of students attend regularly, it is worthwhile to highlight that for the 40 or so 

students in this situation, improvements need to happen rapidly to avoid further action being 

taken.  

 

It cannot be emphasised enough that even 95% attendance means that over the course of 5 

years of education, a student misses 10 weeks of school. I doubt many parents would sanction 

their child missing nearly a full term of education or indeed that, unless it was a severe medical 

condition, an employer would tolerate such a level of absence. 

 

Forces Families 

Did you know that we are a forces friendly school? In school we have a dedicated Forces 

Liaison Officer who works with all of our forces families to ensure that students achieve their 

full academic potential and any social or emotional needs are addressed effectively. Our 

Forces Liaison Officer is Mrs Lizzie McGaffin and she has many years of experience having 

been a forces child and wife, as well as working with EAL (English as Additional Language) 

students very successfully at school. As part of Lizzie’s role, she meets students and parents 

to plan support and create personal student profiles. We work closely with Spadeadam and 

their Community Liaison Team organising events and other activities as well as in school 

support.  

Anyone who is a current serving member of the forces or left within the last 6 years, is entitled 

to claim the Forces Pupil Premium funding, which is £300.00 per year. If you think you are 

entitled or would like more information, please contact Mrs Mothersdale via email 

emothersdale@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk  

Extra-Curricular Clubs  

There are over 50 extra-curricular clubs that take place each week in school. These are 

available to view on the school’s website and I would encourage every student to take the 

plunge and try something new this year, beyond their normal routines. The range of 

opportunities really is extensive and we would hope that every student could find a niche in 

which they can find relaxation and enjoyment. 

 

Uniform 

I would remind parents that when we changed the uniform 15 months ago, we set a time limit 

for the use of the old style sweatshirts, to July 2018. We have a handful of students still wearing 

these and we will be contacting parents after half term to see that these are replaced promptly.  

 

Upcoming Events 

Though not exhaustive, a brief look at some upcoming events should allow parents to plan 

ahead as well as showing the rich tapestry of different learning experiences the students are 

able to enjoy here at William Howard. 
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2nd November Dr Ian Johnson – Guest Speaker in Science 

5th, 6th, 7th and 
9th November 

GCSE Art and Photography Mock Exams 

6th November Senior Maths Challenge 

8th November Year 11 (CET) Revision Day at Carlisle Racecourse 

9th November Primary Cross Country 

12th – 16th 
November 

Scholastic Book Fair in the Library 

Global Enterprise Week 

13th November  Psychology and Science Conference in Manchester 

14th November  Primary Dance Festival 

14th November  Lessons from Auschwitz Seminar 

21st November  Economics Talk by Deputy Governor of Bank of England 

21st – 23rd 

November 
Les Miserables – School Production 

24th – 25th 
November 

Duke of Edinburgh First Aid Training 

27th November Life Centre Outreach  

Life Centre Engineering Workshop  

28th November Year 12 Parents Evening 

29th November  Open Spaces Christmas Fair 

 

As always I thank you as parents for your support for both the school and your children. It is 
through partnership and positive support that students will make the best progress they can 
and we readily acknowledge the large influence that parents have in helping them achieve just 
that. After all a student’s time is their most precious asset, so we should all ensure that they 
maximise our investment in them and its return from the time they have here at school.  
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr Chris McAree 
Headteacher 
cmcaree@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk  
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Group Year Group News from the Directors of Learning  
Year 7 

Year 7 are now close to completing their first half term at William Howard School and it is great 
to reflect on such a positive and productive few months. Students have settled into their form 
groups and classes and are working with great focus across the curriculum. It is a pleasure to 
see them around the school. The highlight of the term was the student’s involvement in the 
House Challenge Day, which saw them work within their form groups across a range of 
physical and mental challenges. All students rose to the challenge with the Baobab House 
taking 1st place on the day. There are many other moments to take note of from the students 
who have already signed up for the student council and supported the recent Open Evening, 
to those that have represented the successful girls football team and boys rugby team. We 
have also had our first Franklin Scholar training days at the end of the half term with a group 
of students gaining support from a Year 10 mentor - a programme I look forward to seeing the 
successes of throughout the year.  
 
As students receive their first data report, the challenge now is for them to maintain the focus 
and work rate shown so far as they become more familiar with their surroundings. Following 
the report, if you have anything you would like to discuss then please get in touch with the 
relevant subject area, or myself and Mrs Wood if it is a more general query. Thank you for 
your continued support.  
 
If you have any queries in the meantime, please contact your child’s Form Tutor in the first 
instance and then the Year 7 Student Manager, Mrs Wood 
(rwood@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk) or myself Mr Anderson 
(danderson@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk)  
 

Year 8 

This half term has certainly been a busy one in Year 8. I have had the opportunity to spend 
some time in a range of subject lessons over the last few weeks, and I can honestly say that 
the vast majority of students are working hard. Students will have received their first data 
report of the academic year. This will give you an indication of how well your child is working 
across their subjects. We also had the Form Tutor evening on Wednesday, 17th October and 
I met many of you over the course of the evening.  
 
I would like to thank you for your continued support this half term. Please can I ask that you 
continue to support the school and your child’s progress by regularly checking their planner, 
particularly their homework and their behaviour consequences page.  
 
We have an extensive range of extra-curricular clubs on offer to students this year, which take 
place during break 1, break 2 and after school. I am always reinforcing to students, in 
assembly, the importance of getting involved with some of the wider aspects of the school. It 
is an excellent way to develop their skills, whilst developing their social well-being. Where 
possible, please encourage your child to attend or give a new club a go, you never know, it 
might lead to something amazing. The extra-curricular timetable can be found on the school 
website. 
 
On Wednesday, 26th September we held our first Year 7 and 8 House Challenge Day. The 
aim of the day was to provide an opportunity for Year 7 and 8 students to work together within 
their form/house. It was lovely to see the Year 8 students being so supportive of the new Year 
7 students within their groups. Student behaviour was exceptional throughout the day. Each 
group completed a range of challenges, testing their physical and mental capacity. Many 
students were awarded additional bonus points for their resilience, responsibility and respect, 
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this was lovely to see. Congratulations to all involved but a huge congratulations to Baobab, 
the overall winning house.  
 
If you have any queries please contact your child’s Form Tutor in the first instance and then 
the Year 8 Student Manager, Mrs McGahan (wmcgahan@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk) or  
myself, Miss Carruthers (scarruthers@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk)  
 

Year 9 

Students have settled into their new routines and the atmosphere in lessons is both purposeful 
and positive. The students should be proud of how they have adapted to their new forms and 
curriculum choices despite some having initial reservations. 
 
I must take this opportunity to remind some of the Year 9 students about our basic common 
room expectations.  Every day the midday supervisors are speaking to me about the mess left 
in the seated and outdoor areas, students simply dropping litter and food both inside and 
out.  They have been reminded about the privilege of the common room and that this may be 
taken away from them if they cannot treat this area with respect and use the bins 
provided.  They would certainly not leave their homes like this.   
 
Finally, congratulations must go to the Year 9 girls’ netball team who, after fighting their way 
to the City Tournament semi-final, lost against Trinity school. We are incredibly proud of your 
efforts. 
 
If you would like to discuss anything further then in the first instance please contact your child’s 
Form Tutor, Mrs Jones (sjones@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk) or myself Miss Lee 
(alee@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk)  
 

Year 10  

Year 10 have been very busy settling down to their new timetable. There have been some 
changes to option choices and those who have changed, are much happier and work is going 
smoothly. However, after half term, changes to option choices will be not be possible. 
 
A cohort of 31 Year 10 students are undertaking training with Franklin Scholars and after half 
term, will be working with a group of Year 7 and 8 students, providing 1:1 mentoring support. 
This is a new project at William Howard. I have been impressed with the response from the 
year group and I look forward to reporting back on their progress. 
 
Again, I would like to thank all parents for their support with uniform. Lots of issues from the 
start of term have been resolved and the year group are looking very smart. I perhaps need 
to remind some Year 10 girls about the type of socks they are wearing. The Uniform Policy 
states “Plain black, white, grey or navy socks or plain neutral/black tights, other colours are 
not allowed. No patterned, striped or frill/ruffle top socks are allowed. Socks need to cover the 
ankle and overlap with the bottom of the trouser leg. No trainer liners”. If there are any 
problems, I have a supply of appropriate socks in the Year Group Office. Meanwhile, I need 
to reiterate that acrylic nails and facial piercings are not allowed in school. 
 
As ever, do not hesitate to contact your child’s Form Tutor, myself Ms Ledger 
(sledger@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk) or Mrs Mingotti 
(cmingotti@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk) if you have any questions or concerns. 
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Year 11 

As we near half term, I have been asking the students to reflect on the half term already 
completed – 20% of their academic year gone. However, I will also expect them to find some 
time over the break to rest and recuperate.  I think we all need it. 
 
We have just held the Year 11 careers information, advice and guidance (IAG) day. Our 
students spent most of the day in tutorials, learning about career paths, following opportunities 
after school and what to expect in college or the work place.  They also spent time at a mock 
interview and received feedback on their responses, how they came across generally and 
what they could do to make an even better impression.  The providers felt that our students 
were exceptional, and I hope that the students were able to learn from the experience and to 
look forward to what they would like to do next.  A big thanks to Mrs Hill and the Admin team 
for organising the day. 
 
Next term is filled with exams and work experience.  We will publish, in due course, the exam 
timetable, but they will start in the week commencing Monday, 26 November 2018 and finish 
in the week commencing Monday, 10 December.  The reason for spreading them over 3 
weeks is to try and reduce the stress on the students and better replicate the Summer 
exams. It goes without saying that these are enormously important in terms of preparation and 
also rehearsal for the exams in the Summer. 
 
The work placement week follows when we hope the students can use and put into practice 
the knowledge gained from the careers day.  It gives them the opportunity to find out about 
life at work and if what they do for the week is really for them, or if they may want to do 
something different.  I hope they are looking forward to it and enjoy the whole experience. 
 
Please be aware of these dates in advance. The very last exams in the Summer finish during 
the week of 24 June.  During that week, there will also be the Prom on Friday, 28 June. The 
induction days, designed to help students transfer from Key Stage 4 into 5 will be on 
Wednesday, 26 June and Thursday, 27 June.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s Form Tutor, myself Mr Mothersdale 
(cmothersdale@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk) or Miss Elliot, Student Manager 
(helliot@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk) if you have any questions or concerns. 
 

Sixth Form 

Students have made a great start to the year in their academic studies and extra-curricular 
pursuits. Year 12 have settled in well with their choice of options and are adjusting to the 
demands of independent study. Debating Group, Amnesty, Sports Clubs, Dream Placement 
and Music continue to thrive with lots of activity, as well as paired reading and in-class support 
providing Sixth Form students with the opportunity to support the learning of younger children 
in school. In addition, we have students that are rising to the challenge of the stock market as 
part of The Student Investor Challenge and others volunteering in residential care homes 
helping them to explore professions for the future and develop vital transferable skills. 
 
It has been a lot for Year 12 to take in, but making a good start early on will provide them with 
a great platform to achieve well in their studies and make future applications. I read a personal 
statement that a Year 13 wrote for their application to University this week that ticked every 
box. A clear interest in the subject supported by evidence from their A level studies, relevant 
work experience, a free future learn online course linked to their studies, reading an academic 
journal, part time work and working as a team to decorate the Children’s Hospice in Carlisle 
for Christmas. If students take the opportunities that are regularly presented to them in 
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assemblies and through their Form Tutors in registration, this well rounded application is totally 
achievable. 
 
Year 13 students are in the throws of putting together their applications for the next stage in 
their education, work or training. University applications are still very popular and an area of 
growth is the apprenticeship pathway, which continues to provide an ever expanding range of 
opportunities in different sectors. Help and advice is available from all members of the Sixth 
Form team and we would encourage students to seek out this support. 
 
Finally, it is the time of year to look forward to the annual Presentation Evening for last year’s 
Year 11 and Year 13 students. It will be fantastic to welcome students and parents to the 
Cathedral on Tuesday, 18th December and we very much look forward to seeing you there. 
The deadline for returning ticket requests is Friday, 2 November 2018. Wrap up warm! 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact your son/daughter’s Form Tutor, myself Mr Bones 
(dbones@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk) or Mrs Swan, Student Manager 
(tswan@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk) if you have any questions or concerns 
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