
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents 

 
This time of year is one where we celebrate together so much as a school, while looking forward to the well-deserved 
break over Christmas and the New Year. The students continue to endeavour in their subjects and their ongoing learning 
journeys to build up their ever-growing knowledge base. As we visit lessons we see learning and growth shining through 
and the students taking an active role in their own development, of which they should individually be so proud. We are 
though a learning community and alongside the students learning, it is pleasing to see our Newly Qualified Teachers 
reaching induction milestones; other staff starting their National Professional Qualification for Middle and Senior 
Leadership; as well as the wealth of shared learning and development that has become well embedded across school 
staff. All well worthy of celebration - but so too is Christmas and what it signifies for us all. 
 
To that end our collection for the Carlisle Foodbank has given our students time to reflect on those less fortunate at this 
time of the year. Similarly, Christmas Jumper Day will raise money for CFM’s Mission Christmas, which directly benefits 
some of our own wider community. Our Senior Citizens Tea Party is a real highlight of the final week of term, for both 
our guests and us. It helps us to show just how great our young people are, as well as showing their respect to the 
generations they can gain so much from.  
 
With our Christmas Concert at St Martins Church, on Monday, 17 December at 6.30pm, our last week will certainly see 
us celebrate not only the season, but the rich talent of our students. We would love to see as many of our students, 
families and friends for what promises to be a lovely evening. Then to finish the list of the big events, Tuesday evening 
will bring our recognition of the achievements of last year’s Year 13 and Year 11 students at Carlisle Cathedral, in what 
is always a truly memorable occasion. Seeing the students now as young adults who are taking the next steps in their 
lives, is one that I certainly find rewarding and humbling.  
 
So not a quiet end to the calendar year, but rather one that will help us mark the successes and potential of our most 
precious asset in our students. All done remembering traditions and the true meaning of the Christmas season without 
forgetting the hint of a tree, a bit of tinsel here and there and maybe even a bit of a Christmas cheer! I thank you for your 
support of both your children and the school this year, without that we can achieve only a fraction of what we do.  
 
On which note it leaves me just to say that I wish everyone a restful and peaceful Christmas break, which is both 
enjoyable and relaxing for one and all. 
 
Christmas Jumper Day Friday, 14 December 
Friday is “Christmas Jumper Day” and students can choose to replace their normal school jumper with a Christmas 
Jumper, making a donation to do so to Charity. It is not a non-uniform day and all students should be in full uniform, 
other than those who have chosen to support the Christmas Jumper charity, who will be in uniform minus their jumper. 
 
Last Day of Term – Friday, 21 December 
The final day of term this year is next Friday and is a normal school day. We do not have an early finish and buses will 
depart school at the normal time of 3.15pm. The school continues as normal up to the last lesson of the week. 
 
Start of Spring Term – Monday, 7 January 2019 
Students will return to school on Monday, 7 January 2019 at 8.40am. Please note that this is different from most local 
primary schools, which return on Tuesday, 8 January. The difference is because we have our school INSET day on 
Friday, 15 February.  
 
I look forward to welcoming everyone back, refreshed and focussed in the New Year.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr Chris McAree 
Headteacher 
cmcaree@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk  
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