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Dear Parent  
 
Year 10 Target Setting 
 
As you may be aware we have recently set targets for your child’s GCSE courses. In this letter I am 
outlining important information regarding the current situation with examination reform, target 
setting and any changes that may have occurred.  
 
Flightpaths set in Key Stage 3 were set solely for Key Stage 3 learning expectations and therefore a 
change in targets for new GCSE courses is inevitable. Please do not be alarmed if flightpath numbers 
and new target grades do not correspond as they are not the same measure.  
 
This will be the first year students will go through their GCSE’s having sat the reformed primary SAT 
tests and thus receiving the new scaled score measure. Therefore, there is no data to suggest how 
students should progress. As you can appreciate this makes target setting very difficult. We have 
used the Government’s own website to set the minimum targets for our students and believe this is 
the most accurate measure at this point in time.  
 
We have asked all of our teaching staff to moderate targets given what they know of their students. 
As the exam system is still turbulent following the GCSE reforms, we may see a change in targets 
between Year 10 and 11. We endeavour to keep parents and students fully informed should this 
happen. An assembly is planned with all Year 10 students to explain the target setting process and 
the change some may have seen.  
 
Our aim as always is to get the best out of our students and target grades merely offer guidance 
along the way. Every year we see well motivated, hard- working students exceed their target grades 
and achieve their full potential.  
 
If you have any questions regarding the information in this letter, please do not hesitate to contact 
me at school on Tel: 016977 45700 or via email kpigdon@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Ms Pigdon 
Deputy Headteacher 
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