
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents 

 

 

As the calendar year nears its end, I am sure everyone is looking forward to the well-deserved break 

over Christmas and the New Year.  

The last few weeks have seen a significant number of students and staff affected by what has been a 

virulent flu-like bug and I thank everyone for their patience around this. That said, school has 

remained purposeful and focussed, with a good atmosphere pervading through the corridors and 

classrooms. Students continue to endeavour in their subjects and their ongoing learning journeys to 

build up their ever-growing knowledge base. As we visit lessons, we see learning and growth shining 

through and students taking an active role in their own development, of which they should 

individually be so proud. We are though a learning community and alongside the students’ learning, 

it is pleasing to see our Newly Qualified Teachers reaching induction milestones; as well as the 

wealth of shared learning and development that has become well embedded across staff. All well 

worthy of celebration - but so too is Christmas and what it signifies for us all. 

So, as we finish the term we have much going on, as detailed further in the Newsletter,  as well as 

Tuesday, 17 December that will bring our recognition of the achievements of last year’s Year 13 and 

Year 11 students at Carlisle Cathedral, in what is always a truly memorable occasion. Seeing the 

students now as young adults who are taking the next steps in their lives, is one that I certainly find 

rewarding and humbling. So not a quiet end to the year, but rather one that will help us mark the 

successes and potential of our most precious asset in our students.  

It is always a fine balance between keeping the school focussed on our core business of education 

alongside remembering traditions and the true meaning of the Christmas season, without forgetting 

the hint of a tree, a bit of tinsel here and there and maybe even a bit of a Christmas cheer! Hopefully 

we do manage to strike a happy medium to ensure the students go into their well-deserved break 

refreshed and in good spirits. 

I thank you for your support of both your child and the school this year, without that we can achieve 

only a fraction of what we do. It is only by working in partnership that we can achieve the ambitions 

we have for each and every one of our young people. 
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House Charities 

In the run up to Christmas our House Teams are turning their attention to ‘giving’, with each House 
supporting a different chosen charity: 
 
ACACIA are collecting for Mission Christmas/Cash for Kids http://www.cashforkids.uk.com/. They’re 
asking students to donate toys and items (in original packaging/boxes), which are suitable for a 
range of ages. 
MPINGO have chosen Operation Christmas Child https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-
do/operation-christmas-child/ and are collecting items suitable for the shoe boxes that are delivered 
to Children all around the world. 
BAOBAB are collecting non-perishable food items for Carlisle Foodbank 
https://www.carlislefoodbank.org.uk/. 
NDIZI are supporting Oaktree Animal Sanctuary https://www.oaktreeanimals.org.uk/ and Guide 
Dogs https://www.guidedogs.org.uk. They are collecting blankets, towels, old clean bedding, sheets, 
pet food and toys. 
 
As students’ hand in their donation in school, they receive a token which they can ‘cash in’ on 
Christmas Jumper/Accessory Day (Monday, 16 December), allowing them to wear their festive item 
of clothing or accessory (tinsel, hairband, etc). Students will also be able to pay a cash donation on 
Monday, 16 December if they would like to wear something Christmas-themed. 
 

Last Week of Term Activities 

As previously mentioned, on Monday, 16 December there is our festive item of clothing day, to 
recognise our house charities. This signals the start of what will be a busy week. We host our Senior 
Citizens Tea Party on the afternoon of the Monday, where our students cater and entertain the older 
generation in a fantastic afternoon event. On Wednesday there is a charity staff hockey match where 
students can pay to spectate, as staff, some dressed as Santa I believe, enthusiastically take to the 
astro turf. On Thursday there is the undoubted highlight for many, the staff Karaoke contest, which 
always guarantees to bring the house down, there are always some truly jaw-dropping routines! Then 
on Friday we have a Languages day looking at Christmas across different cultures, especially French, 
German, Italian and Spanish traditions, which are the languages we teach here at WHS; this will be 
targeted towards Year 7 and Year 8, but there will be lots of activities taking place during both 
breaktimes.    
 

Christmas Concert 

Our annual Christmas concert at St Martins Church in Brampton takes place on Wednesday, 18 
December and everyone is invited to come and celebrate Christmas with the students and see them 
perform. The event starts at 7.00pm and will be a great evening of Carols and festive music. I would 
encourage as many people as possible to attend what will be an excellent evening.  
 

Parking and Thinking of Others 

Several parents have raised concerns of late about the parking around the school at the end of the 
day and also when dropping students off in the morning. As many of you will be aware we, with the 
support of the Police, now cone off Longtown Road as the parking had become dangerous at the end 
of the school day. However, this may have moved the problem elsewhere and from surrounding roads 
we get regular reports of people performing dangerous manoeuvres such as U-Turns, blocking of 
pavements by parking on them, in some cases double parking and often blocking driveways and 
ignoring clear road markings that are there to keep everyone safe. Similarly, in the mornings we see 
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parents pull into the school’s car park entrance way and effectively use it to perform a U-turn, which 
often is extremely precarious with oncoming traffic, as well as our own 39 transport routes that serve 
the school.  
 
I share the concern of parents and the local community about the apparent disregard that some 
parents show for others who live near the school, the highway code and indeed the safety of the 
students. I would ask everyone who either drops off their child or picks them up to be mindful of 
where they park, how they drive and of course the students who are on foot walking either to or from 
school.    
 

Year 10 Director of Learning 

In January, Miss Lee, the Director of Learning for Year 10, will be starting a secondment in another 
CET school for the spring and summer terms. In order to cover the post of Director of Learning, the 
role will be covered jointly by Mr Metcalfe and Miss Mulholland, who will take on the mantle for the 
period of the secondment. Mrs Jones remains the Student Manager of Year 10. I am sure that they 
will have full support of the students and parents in their new roles. 
 

Pastoral Assistant Headteacher 

Mr Mothersdale is retiring from teaching at the end of this term. He will be much missed by staff and 
students and I wish him the very best for his time working as a guide on mountaineering expeditions, 
which will occupy much of his time going forward. Mr O’Connor, who has been working at the school 
2 days a week during the autumn term, will take on the role of Pastoral Assistant Headteacher from 
January onwards. I am sure that everyone from staff, parents and students will welcome him to WHS 
in the new year. 
 

Last Day of Term 

The final day of term this year is Friday, 20 December and is a normal school day. We do not have an 
early finish and buses will depart school at the normal time of 3.15pm. The school continues as 
normal up to the last lesson of the week. 
 

Start of Spring Term 

Students will return to school on Tuesday, 7 January 2020 at 8.40am.  
 

On which note it leaves me just to say that I wish everyone a restful and peaceful Christmas break, 
which is both enjoyable and relaxing for one and all. I look forward to welcoming everyone back, 
refreshed and focussed in the New Year.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr Chris McAree 
Headteacher 
cmcaree@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk 
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