
 

 

 

Dear Students 
 
Student Newsletter Friday, 22 May 2020  
Year 10 
 
It seems very surreal to be writing the third pastoral newsletter, having not actually seen you in 
school for so long now. Please take it from me, all of the staff at William Howard are missing you and 
are very much looking forward to life eventually returning back to ‘normal’. As teachers, we are very 
lucky to have such a group of fantastic students who have stepped up to the challenge of remote 
learning, virtually attending your assembly each week, asking for help from your teachers when 
stuck, taking part in the House Challenges and all of the many ways you are staying connected to the 
school. Your teachers have been working incredibly hard to try and provide quality lessons for you to 
work on remotely, responding to your requests of help and feeding back to you on how you are 
doing with your work.  
 
As we now enter into the start of half term, we want you to have a well-deserved break from remote 
learning and try and do something to relax and most importantly try and have some fun! 
 
I feel that it is important to add that although the rules of lockdown have been somewhat relaxed, to 
allow for more exercise and the option to meet up with one other person, from outside of your 
household to exercise with, this should all be done following the social distance guidance of 2 
metres. Under no circumstance should you be meeting up with more than one other person, or 
socialising as a group. It is imperative that we all work as hard as we can to follow the Government’s 
guidance, to help bring an end to the Covid 19 pandemic. I know as a school community, we can all 
work together and keep to the guidance, no matter how challenging or tempting it may be to meet 
up with your friends.  
 
Mr McAree has outlined some really important information, in his newsletter, relating to how we 
will be setting work after the half term to try and make it more visual and interactive for you. We 
hope that you continue to engage as well as you have been, the year teams are always busy making 
phone calls to students who are struggling to complete the work, to offer support to those that need 
it. If you have really struggled with the work over the last half term, feeling that you are too far 
behind now, then please see the start of next half term as an opportunity to make a fresh start and 
get going again. As the proverb goes, ‘the best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second-
best time is now’. In the assemblies on the first week back, we will be focussing on this in more 
detail and looking at ways to set small, manageable goals to work towards to help keep you 
focussed, learning and healthy.  
 
Wishing you all a relaxing and well deserved half term. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr O’Connor  
Assistant Headteacher 



Dear Year 10 
 
It has been wonderful to see so many pictures of the wonderful things you have been up to over the 
last half term.  The work that you are managing to do remotely is quite simply magnificent! You 
should all be proud of yourselves.  As we head into the half term holiday, use this time to rest and 
recharge so you are ready to continue your studies when we return.  I know I am ready for the rest 
and will take every opportunity I can to get outdoors over the half term.   
  
Over half term, I will also spend some time reflecting on what is working and what I might need to 
do differently to continue working efficiently.  My advice would be for you to do the same.  Will you 
develop a better routine for when we return after half term?  Will you set an alarm so you do not 
waste the mornings in bed?  Will you dedicate an hour a day to exercise or being creative with music 
or the arts? You have a responsibility to continue to develop good working habits that will enrich 
your skill set and give you the foundations you need to further your education.  There is a wealth of 
opportunity being offered to you and I would encourage each one of you to get involved.  
  
Continue to be kind, kind to yourself, kind to your family and kind to your community.  Know that 
when times seem tough, there is someone out there who will listen.  Check in with a friend, offer 
support if they need it and know you are not alone.  We are in this together Year 10.  Remember 
when things are tough continue to work hard - hard work always brings the best gratification.  Be 
patient Year 10, follow the government guidance and we will all see each other again very soon. 
  
Take care and stay safe. 
  
Miss Mulholland & Mr Metcalfe  
 


