
 

 

 

Dear Students 
 
Student Newsletter Friday, 22 May 2020  
Year 11 
 
It seems very surreal to be writing the third pastoral newsletter, having not actually seen you in 
school for so long now. Please take it from me, all of the staff at William Howard are missing you and 
are very much looking forward to life eventually returning back to ‘normal’. As teachers, we are very 
lucky to have such a group of fantastic students who have stepped up to the challenge of remote 
learning, virtually attending your assembly each week, asking for help from your teachers when 
stuck, taking part in the House Challenges and all of the many ways you are staying connected to the 
school. Your teachers have been working incredibly hard to try and provide quality lessons for you to 
work on remotely, responding to your requests of help and feeding back to you on how you are 
doing with your work.  
 
As we now enter into the start of half term, we want you to have a well-deserved break from remote 
learning and try and do something to relax and most importantly try and have some fun! 
 
I feel that it is important to add that although the rules of lockdown have been somewhat relaxed, to 
allow for more exercise and the option to meet up with one other person, from outside of your 
household to exercise with, this should all be done following the social distance guidance of 2 
metres. Under no circumstance should you be meeting up with more than one other person, or 
socialising as a group. It is imperative that we all work as hard as we can to follow the Government’s 
guidance, to help bring an end to the Covid 19 pandemic. I know as a school community, we can all 
work together and keep to the guidance, no matter how challenging or tempting it may be to meet 
up with your friends.  
 
Mr McAree has outlined some really important information, in his newsletter, relating to how we 
will be setting work after the half term to try and make it more visual and interactive for you. We 
hope that you continue to engage as well as you have been, the year teams are always busy making 
phone calls to students who are struggling to complete the work, to offer support to those that need 
it. If you have really struggled with the work over the last half term, feeling that you are too far 
behind now, then please see the start of next half term as an opportunity to make a fresh start and 
get going again. As the proverb goes, ‘the best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second-
best time is now’. In the assemblies on the first week back, we will be focussing on this in more 
detail and looking at ways to set small, manageable goals to work towards to help keep you 
focussed, learning and healthy.  
 
Wishing you all a relaxing and well deserved half term. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr O’Connor  
Assistant Headteacher 



Dear Year 11 
 
Thank you to all Year 11’s who have participated in the online assemblies and bridging lessons. There 
has been an impressive response from so many of you and it is good to know that you are continuing 
with your studies and your connection with school. If you are planning an alternative route after 
Year 11, we can help with support and guidance, do not hesitate to contact us if you need some 
advice. 
 
The deadline for hoody orders is today (Friday, 22 May). If you still want a hoody but have been 
unable to order one, drop me a line and I will see if I can help out. My email address is 
sledger@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk. 
 
Meanwhile, the date of the prom has had to be moved and is now scheduled for Friday, 16 October 
at Garden at Eden. The evening will start at 7.30pm and end at 11.00pm. Further information, 
including ticket price and orders will be issued nearer the time. 
 
Last but not least, on Friday, 19 June we will hold an online Year 11 Leavers’ assembly. This will be 
available to all Year 11’s and will be a celebration of your time at William Howard. I’d like as many to 
contribute as possible. If you want to perform (and I know what a talented bunch you are) either a 
live performance or a recording, please email me. If you have photos or footage of yourself and 
other members of the year group, or if you would like to send a message – written or spoken or in 
some other form, let me know and we will include it. The assembly will be recorded and I’d like it to 
be extra special. 
 
I am missing you all and looking forward to the day when we can see each other again. Remember, 
we are here to support you during these tricky times, so please get in touch if you need anything. 
And even if life is on an even keel, drop us a line to let us know how you are getting on. 
 
Keep well and stay safe – we will meet again soon. 
 
Ms Ledger 
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