
 

 

 

Dear Students 
 
Student Newsletter Friday, 22 May 2020  
Year 12 
 
It seems very surreal to be writing the third pastoral newsletter, having not actually seen you in 
school for so long now. Please take it from me, all of the staff at William Howard are missing you and 
are very much looking forward to life eventually returning back to ‘normal’. As teachers, we are very 
lucky to have such a group of fantastic students who have stepped up to the challenge of remote 
learning, virtually attending your assembly each week, asking for help from your teachers when 
stuck, taking part in the House Challenges and all of the many ways you are staying connected to the 
school. Your teachers have been working incredibly hard to try and provide quality lessons for you to 
work on remotely, responding to your requests of help and feeding back to you on how you are 
doing with your work.  
 
As we now enter into the start of half term, we want you to have a well-deserved break from remote 
learning and try and do something to relax and most importantly try and have some fun! 
 
I feel that it is important to add that although the rules of lockdown have been somewhat relaxed, to 
allow for more exercise and the option to meet up with one other person, from outside of your 
household to exercise with, this should all be done following the social distance guidance of 2 
metres. Under no circumstance should you be meeting up with more than one other person, or 
socialising as a group. It is imperative that we all work as hard as we can to follow the Government’s 
guidance, to help bring an end to the Covid 19 pandemic. I know as a school community, we can all 
work together and keep to the guidance, no matter how challenging or tempting it may be to meet 
up with your friends.  
 
Mr McAree has outlined some really important information, in his newsletter, relating to how we 
will be setting work after the half term to try and make it more visual and interactive for you. We 
hope that you continue to engage as well as you have been, the year teams are always busy making 
phone calls to students who are struggling to complete the work, to offer support to those that need 
it. If you have really struggled with the work over the last half term, feeling that you are too far 
behind now, then please see the start of next half term as an opportunity to make a fresh start and 
get going again. As the proverb goes, ‘the best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second-
best time is now’. In the assemblies on the first week back, we will be focussing on this in more 
detail and looking at ways to set small, manageable goals to work towards to help keep you 
focussed, learning and healthy.  
 
Wishing you all a relaxing and well deserved half term. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr O’Connor  
Assistant Headteacher 



Dear Year 12 
 
We tried to create a bit of space for you this week so you could go into half term feeling like you are 
more on top of things. I know a number of you have been finding it hard to manage your workload 
at home and I hope you are managing to go into half term feeling more on top of things. If that’s not 
the case, please let us know – we are trying our best to identify those of you struggling, but it helps a 
lot if you can reach out to us. I continue to be incredibly proud of everything you are doing to engage 
with school – it’s a difficult time for all of us and for some of you especially so. I really value all your 
efforts. 
 
I tried a new way of doing assembly this week, which worked well except that it did not generate a 
Teams notification, and some of you missed the email about it! I’m aware that some of you are 
getting large numbers of Teams notifications in your emails. I am trying to see if there is anything we 
can do about this centrally, but you can change the notification settings in the Teams App by clicking 
on your profile picture or initial at the top and going to settings.  
 
In assembly, I mentioned that the focus after half term will be on the UCAS process and we will be 
using PD time to ask you to research universities and start filling in the form. If you were thinking 
about an apprenticeship or employment after Sixth Form, we would still encourage you to start the 
UCAS process as a fall-back. There have already been substantial reductions in the number of 
apprenticeships and entry level jobs and it looks like there may be further reductions to come. I also 
mentioned the opportunities to join the Sixth Form Leadership Team as Head Boy or Girl, or one of 
the associated roles – please contact Miss Lynch, as soon as possible if you are interested in these.  
 
As I write, we still have no idea when we will be back together again in person. I have heard some 
gloriously bonkers rumours about what we’re planning if we can get you into school – please pass 
them onto me, as the laughter does me good – but rest assured that our focus is on teaching you as 
effectively as possible. Something you could do over half term is to take some time to reflect on 
what is and isn’t working for you in terms of teaching and learning – I certainly shall. Some of you 
have been feeling overwhelmed because you have no clear structure to the day and so no clear 
downtime. Some of you have been easily distracted by social media notifications which you have 
needed to mute. Perhaps you have ideas for your teachers which might help lessons or study run 
more effectively. Pass on any suggestions, tweak your personal arrangements and ask for any help 
you might need. 
 
It looks like there will be at least some sun next week. Enjoy your increased freedom to get outside. 
Enjoy your increased freedom to meet one person from another household at a social distance. Take 
care of yourselves, try and relax, and I will look forward to seeing you after half term, either in 
person or virtually. 
 
With very best wishes. 
 
Mr Booth 
 


