
 

 

 

Dear Students 
 
Student Newsletter Friday, 22 May 2020  
Year 13 
 
It goes without saying that if not for Covid 19 so much would have happened by now for you and I 
don’t want to dwell on that because as I have said before, we should concentrate on what we can 
control and not what we cannot. At this point, regardless of the virus, you would be starting to 
loosen your ties with the school. For some of you this comes as a relief and something you have long 
awaited, for some it is just what happens and you just get on with it, whilst for others this can be 
very uncomfortable and upsetting. School is never a bed of roses, but it is a community that is stable 
and safe and one that holds memories from your teenage years, which at some point you will look 
back on and smile. Whilst I said these ties were loosening, they are not and never will be broken. 
After half term we will still be reaching out to you via email and some of the staff I know, are 
carrying on with some subject sessions which you have valued. The seminar programme organised 
by us will cease, however, I will continue to let you know of any opportunities I come across to 
remain curious. Myself and Mrs Meakin have been approached by students facing dilemmas about 
their future and this is something we want you to continue to do, as by talking this through with 
someone a way forward is sometimes clearer.  
 
It was lovely to see those that joined assembly on Tuesday. I did my best to find some suitably 
embarrassing and hopefully happy memories but will continue to grow this montage as I receive 
more from staff and yourselves. I also delivered the disappointing news that The Halston has 
cancelled, which was probably to be expected. Trust me when I say that I will organise something for 
you as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 
I listened to a seminar this week about how to cope with the current situation and three things were 
mentioned, resilience, gratitude and hope. Resilience is a value that we have striven to develop 
throughout your time at William Howard. Gratitude is remembering what we are thankful for and 
hope allows us to stay positively engaged in life, regardless of limitations that are put on his. Having 
spent many hours with you over the last two years I recognise these qualities in you and therefore 
know that you will cope with this pandemic and come out the other side.  
 
Stay in touch always.  
 
Mrs Swan 


