
 

 

 

Dear Students 
 
Student Newsletter Friday, 22 May 2020  
Year 9 
 
It seems very surreal to be writing the third pastoral newsletter, having not actually seen you in 
school for so long now. Please take it from me, all of the staff at William Howard are missing you and 
are very much looking forward to life eventually returning back to ‘normal’. As teachers, we are very 
lucky to have such a group of fantastic students who have stepped up to the challenge of remote 
learning, virtually attending your assembly each week, asking for help from your teachers when 
stuck, taking part in the House Challenges and all of the many ways you are staying connected to the 
school. Your teachers have been working incredibly hard to try and provide quality lessons for you to 
work on remotely, responding to your requests of help and feeding back to you on how you are 
doing with your work.  
 
As we now enter into the start of half term, we want you to have a well-deserved break from remote 
learning and try and do something to relax and most importantly try and have some fun! 
 
I feel that it is important to add that although the rules of lockdown have been somewhat relaxed, to 
allow for more exercise and the option to meet up with one other person, from outside of your 
household to exercise with, this should all be done following the social distance guidance of 2 
metres. Under no circumstance should you be meeting up with more than one other person, or 
socialising as a group. It is imperative that we all work as hard as we can to follow the Government’s 
guidance, to help bring an end to the Covid 19 pandemic. I know as a school community, we can all 
work together and keep to the guidance, no matter how challenging or tempting it may be to meet 
up with your friends.  
 
Mr McAree has outlined some really important information, in his newsletter, relating to how we 
will be setting work after the half term to try and make it more visual and interactive for you. We 
hope that you continue to engage as well as you have been, the year teams are always busy making 
phone calls to students who are struggling to complete the work, to offer support to those that need 
it. If you have really struggled with the work over the last half term, feeling that you are too far 
behind now, then please see the start of next half term as an opportunity to make a fresh start and 
get going again. As the proverb goes, ‘the best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second-
best time is now’. In the assemblies on the first week back, we will be focussing on this in more 
detail and looking at ways to set small, manageable goals to work towards to help keep you 
focussed, learning and healthy.  
 
Wishing you all a relaxing and well deserved half term. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr O’Connor  
Assistant Headteacher 



Dear Year 9 
 
As the half term break is upon us I’d like to ask that all our students in Year 9 take the time to rest 
and recover. You have worked tremendously hard over the past six weeks and the year group team 
want you back after half term fully recharged and ready to go. Many of you have joined us for our 
weekly assemblies this half term. These will continue after the week’s break, as we understand the 
importance of sticking together as a year group and keeping in contact with you all. The house 
challenges are still available to access and if you wish to engage with these over half term, then you 
are more than welcome. Be sure to email across any entries to the respective heads of house. 
 
Many of the information I have to share with you I included already in my personal newsletter last 
week. The contents of which, included options letters, work on the VLE and a general update. You 
will have all received your options letter over the past few days, if there any problems with your 
option choices, please contact Ms Pigdon (kpigdon@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk). She has been 
overseeing the options process from start to finish and can answer any questions you may have. 
 
Finally, I’d like to express my gratitude to all students, parents and staff associated with Year 9. My 
transition to Director of Learning has been made all the simpler due to the welcoming nature of you 
all. It’s certainly been a challenging first few months in the job, however, the resilience shown by you 
all has been a real highlight.  
 
Take Care. 
 
Mr Buttress 
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