
 

 
Ref:dth/cjm/typing/Covid19/Yr12facetofacesessions 

2 June 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents  
 
Year 12 Return to School for Face to Face Sessions from Monday, 15 June 
 
As you are no doubt aware, during half-term the Prime Minister clarified his previous announcement that 
secondary schools should offer Face to Face sessions for Years 10 and 12 this half-term. We now know 
this can start from Monday, 15 June, with no more than 25% of a year group in school at any one time.  
 
We had been eager to see this greater clarity before half-term and are glad it has now been provided. As I 
wrote to you before half-term we had plans already developed for the return of our students that would 
ensure social distancing within school, indeed our plans anticipated being able to have more than 25% of 
Year 10 and Year 12 on site. The parameters we have been given are less ambitious than we had planned 
for, which means we are very well placed to adapt them quickly so that we can welcome Year 10 and 12 
back onto site starting from Monday, 15 June, subject to Trust Board approval.  
 
We are looking forward to being able to welcome Year 12 back into school and I would like to give you an 
outline of how we intend to do that starting from Monday, 15 June. 
 
Outline of Proposed Year 12 Face to Face Days  
With 5 weeks of term left, we have 25 school days. As we need to have no more than 25% of the year 
group on site at any time, we are proposing to ask the students to attend for full days in each of their 
subjects, with the other members of that particular subject class. This will be done on a rota basis and 
given the limit of 25% of students being in school at any one time, the rota will need 12 days to run 
through to completion. We anticipate being able to run through the rota twice, which means that every 
student will have the benefit of two full days of Face to Face sessions with each of their subjects before 
the summer break. The rolling programme will mean that the days students attend school will change 
each week and each student will be issued with a personalised timetable and receive email reminders 
about when they should be attending school.  
 
The Face to Face days will be designed to consolidate the learning the students have been doing 
remotely, as well as prepare them for future remote learning. In some subjects they will be doing 
assessments and long pieces of work to help planning for next year as well as being introduced to 
coursework and NEA tasks alongside the consolidation and new work.  
 
Social Distancing  
The overriding principle of offering the Face to Face sessions for Year 12 is that it must be safe for both 
staff and students. There will be strict social distancing in place at all times within school. We believe that 
given our school site can accommodate 1470 students, having 90 (60, Y10’s and 30, Y12’s) on site at any 
one time, is something we can confidently do while maintaining strict social distancing.  
 
Classrooms will be laid out with desks 2 metres apart and students will be required to queue and walk 
through corridors always 2 metres apart from others. Students will also be expected to maintain social 
distancing on their way to and from school. This will be enforced on all school transport as per 
government guidance for public transport. These rules will be explained to students during assembly next 
week.  
 
 



Outline of a day  
Students will start the day at 8.45am and finish at 2.15pm. The normal school day is slightly shortened as 
we only need one 30 minute break during the day. They will also have mini-breaks between sessions, or 
in the middle of sessions within their workspace in the room they are located.  
 
Year 12 will spend their lunch in the upstairs of the Sixth Form block, which has been laid out to maintain 
social distancing. Café 6 will be open for students at lunch to allow students to buy refreshments, though 
we would encourage them to bring a packed lunch and refreshments with them.  
 
The outline of the day is shown below:  

Option Day 

8.45am – 11.15am Option Session (Including 10 min break) 

11.15am – 11.45am Lunch 

11.45 – 2.15pm Option Session (Including 10 min break) 

 
Behaviour  
Students will be expected to comply with the rules put in place for their own and others safety at all 
times. A specific Behaviour Policy has been written, which we will explain to students in assembly next 
week. There will be no tolerance of students who break social distancing or other rules that could in 
anyway put staff, or fellow students at risk.  
 
There is more detail of how we will run operationally the Face to Face days for Year 12, along with the 
main Risk Assessment and Behaviour Policy, if you wish to read them, on the school’s website. If you wish 
to give us feedback on our proposals, please email feedback@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk  Attached to 
this letter are some FAQs which may answer some further questions you may have.  
 
If after reading the above and the further information on the school website, you will be choosing not to 
send your child back to school on Monday, 15 June, please let us know by emailing 
feedback@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk clearly stating the student’s name and form group. It is 
important we know if you have made this decision as we will adjust groups and staffing as appropriate.  
 
We will write to confirm arrangements at the start of next week and will hold a parental video broadcast 
(like we do for assemblies) to go through final details with you and answer any questions you may have.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr Chris McAree 
Headteacher 
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FAQs: 

 
How will my child get to school?  

It is anticipated that all the normal school buses will run, with social distancing in place. Pick-
up times will vary from normal, as far fewer students will be travelling.  
 
Does my child need to wear PPE?  
There is no requirement for any student or member of staff to wear PPE such as gloves or a 
face mask. They may of course choose to do so if they wish.  
 
Will work be set to be completed remotely by the students when they are not in school?  
Yes, remote learning work will continue to be set, as it is now, for the students. The Face to 
Face sessions are designed to support this work and ensure that students are engaging in it 
in the most purposeful manner that will secure their learning. Students will be best placed 
for Year 13 if they continue to complete all the remote learning tasks they are set and 
support it by attending the Face to Face sessions.  
 
My child is going to spend the day in either one room. Will they have access to water?  
We would encourage all students to bring water in with them. The water fountains in school 
will be switched off for hygiene reasons. As the students will be using the same seat all day 
or certainly for half of a day, they may bring in a cushion if they wish.  
 
How will students use the toilets?  
Students will be able to go to designated toilets which will be supervised at all times and 
regularly cleaned. Socially distanced queuing will be in place if there is a queue for the 
facilities. Students will be advised to wash their hands thoroughly and hand sanitiser will be 
available to use.  
 
Will food be available?  
Students can choose to bring a packed lunch into school or they can purchase food from 
Café 6. The upstairs area of the Sixth Form block has been laid out to accommodate the 
students in a socially distanced manner. All students will spend their lunchtime in this 
socially distanced environment, eating, talking to friends, listening to music and just relaxing 
– all while 2 metres apart from their peers. They will not be allowed to leave site at 
lunchtime.  
 
Will students get social time? If so, how will it be supervised?  
Students will have 10 minute mini breaks inside their teaching rooms during each Option 
Subject Session. They will be free to get up, stretch, talk to the other members of their class, 
listen to music etc, while remaining socially distanced in the area of their work table. It is a 
limited type of social time and they will be supervised as a group by a member of staff 
during these mini breaks.  
 
 
 
 



What happens if my child feels ill during the day?  
Student Services will be available to deal with illness. They will collect any student from their 
teaching room and deal with the student as needs dictate. Any student displaying any 
symptoms of Covid19 will be dealt with according to the school’s risk assessment.  
 
Is pastoral support available for my child?  
The Year Group Team will be available to support the students when they attend school. 
There will always be someone on site to help and support as needed.  
 
What do I do if my child is not able to attend one day?  
You should use the normal attendance procedures of ringing in the absence of any student 
before the start of the school day. We will be contacting parents of students who are not 
registered at the start of the day to enquire about reasons for their absence as normal; 
unless we have been previously informed that they will not be attending school. 
 
My child is extremely clinically vulnerable – should they attend?  
If you have received a letter indicating that your child should be shielding then they should 
not return to school at this point.  
 
My child is clinically vulnerable – should they attend?  
Government guidance is that a child who is clinically vulnerable can attend school if strict 
social distancing is maintained.  
 
My child lives with someone who is extremely clinically vulnerable or clinically vulnerable 
– should they attend?  
Government guidance is that a child living with someone who is extremely clinically 
vulnerable or clinically vulnerable is able to attend school if strict social distancing is 
maintained.  
 
I am not confident to allow my child to return to school on Monday, 15 June. If I change 
my mind can my child attend school at a future date?  
If you have decided that your child is not going to attend school through the rota that starts 
on Monday, 15 June, but then over time decide they should be attending, then please 
contact Mrs Swan, tswan@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk, 48 hours in advance of when you 
wish them to attend. This will ensure we have the correct levels of staffing in place for them 
and have assigned them to an appropriate teaching group. 
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