
FAQs: September 2020 Arrangements 

My child is in Y7, Y8 or Y9 – will they still be doing Science, Music etc? 

All students are doing their normal subjects. The departments have planned carefully how to best do 

this out of specialist areas and they have all come up with solutions that allow them to cover the 

curriculum in innovative ways. Students are able to access ICT rooms for some subjects, larger 

spaces such as Common Rooms for Drama and some practical Technology challenges. Equipment for 

Music, Art etc has been placed in certain classrooms so students will be doing practical work. As we 

go through the half term and we evaluate how things are going we may be able to vary access to the 

specialist rooms and we will keep this constantly under review.   

Why are the Year Groups in bubbles? 

Having the students operate in bubbles allows them to interact without strict social distancing. 

These means that they can follow a normal curriculum. If there was to be a case of Covid19 any 

potential spread would be contained in one year group rather than across the school; which would 

allow for a partial shutdown for one year group rather than the whole school. The system allows for 

the best option of how we can maintain normal schooling for as many students as possible in a 

variety of scenarios. 

Why aren’t the students allowed lunch passes? 

For the students to leave their bubbles and exit the school would require them to cross, in many 

cases, other bubble zones without supervision. The school does not have the staff capacity to escort 

these students from their bubbles to student services while also maintaining the increased levels of 

supervision the new way of operating the school entails. We also could not control who the students 

mingled with outside of the school premises.  

I read in the papers that Y7 may need to redo parts of Y6 in Maths and English. Is this true? 

We have talked extensively to the Primary Schools and many were just about to enter a period of 

revision ready for the students’ SATs. The curriculum coverage needed for those had in the vast 

majority of cases been completed. As we go through the first half term we will assess if there are any 

gaps in all subjects and our Middle Leaders will adopt the curriculum as they go along to take this 

into account with future planning. 

How are the students going to catch up on the work they missed while school was taking place 

remotely? 

Students who have kept up to date with their remote learning will not be behind their peers. As we 

have gone through the period of remote learning we have adapted Schemes of Work and ensured 

we have focussed on the essentials of curriculum coverage and skills development. Our planning for 

this autumn has incorporated work to address any areas which weren’t as easy to cover using 

remote learning. If students haven’t kept up with all their remote learning they can continue to do 

this by using the VLE over the summer holiday. Across Y8-13 we know individual students who will 

need targeted support and this we put in place as needed. 

I thought I read that my child might not take all their GCSEs? 

The vast majority of our students who have kept up with the remote learning they have been set are 

not substantially behind, indeed most are on track to complete all their GCSEs. The Department for 

Education is clear that GCSEs will only be “dropped” in exceptional circumstances. This may happen 

for possibly one or two students in the entirety of Y11 and will certainly not be a general position. 

The students will complete all their exams as intended when they started Y10. 



 

What is happening about the exams in 2021 for Y11 and Y13? 

The OFQUAL consultation closed on July 16th. We are expecting the announcement about any 

changes in late July/early August. We do not anticipate major changes, though the exams may start 

a couple of weeks later than normal. If that does happen they will still take place within the normal 

school term dates. 

Is my child entitled to tutoring using the Government funded scheme? 

The Government Tutoring scheme is a subsidised model. The school would still need to fund at least 

25% of any tutoring and potentially more. The tenders for tutoring companies to run the service 

have gone out and we don’t know if any local companies will even get involved. We would hope that 

we can support the students without needing to access it.  That will leave us able to use the catch-up 

funding (when we find out what it actually is going to be) to be used to positively support as many 

students in school as possible. 

My child gets the 685 bus and the current timetable means it leaves a while after the close of 

school. What are they meant to do? 

The library will be made available to students who travel on the 685 to use until 4:30pm. The library 

will not be open for homework club and to limit contacts will just be available to those students who 

use the 685 in the first instance as we gauge how much they wish to use it. 

 


