
 
 
 
 
Ref: keh/cjm/typing/covid/JanremoteY11 
30 December 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
I hope you have all had as relaxing a Christmas break as possible during these unusual times.  
 
The Government have today issued updated guidance regarding the start of term in January. I can 
only apologise that we are having to relay this information to you at such short notice. The Secretary 
of State has determined that secondary schools in England will not re-open to all students following 
the Christmas holidays. All year groups will undertake remote learning starting the week of Monday, 
4 January. It is currently expected that Year 11 will return to lessons on site the week beginning 
Monday, 11 January. 
 
However, the school will still be open from Monday, 4 January, as scheduled, for students classed as 
vulnerable and for children of critical workers. If you are a critical worker and will require provision 
for your child to work on their remote learning in a supervised ICT area in school during this week 
then please email wdixon@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk requesting a place for the student by 
midday Thursday, 31 December. We will be unable to cater for any student who we have not been 
notified about by this date, as we need to plan provision. 
 
All students will receive their learning remotely for the first week of term (4 January until 8 January) 
and they will be expected to engage fully with this. For Year 11, as you are aware, our systems for 
remote learning are well established and we will provide all students with video lessons, live support 
and lesson materials via the schools VLE and Microsoft Teams.  
 
I have included with this letter a guide to this, to help you support the students access their learning 
during this time. Lessons will follow the normal scheduled student timetables and, along with links 
to the live support lessons, these will be available to access from the school’s website homepage. 
Links to ICT support are also available on the school’s homepage. 
 
Those students in receipt of free school meals will receive a voucher for the week through the same 
platform as that being used to provide for the Christmas break. 
 
We appreciate that this change is at short notice and may inconvenience you, but it is essential that 
we closely follow all Government guidance on Covid-19 in order to safeguard our students, staff and 
wider school community. 
 
I am sure that you are aware of the other announcement made by the Secretary of State regarding 
schools offering voluntary lateral flow tests to students at the start of term, while students are being 
supported with remote learning.  
 
We have written separately to you regarding this enclosing the relevant forms that will need to be 
completed prior to a student being tested. Full details are included in that correspondence, but 
suffice to say that all things being equal we expect Year 11 will be invited to take two lateral flow 
tests over the next two weeks, the first test as a minimum will take place we expect next week, if 
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organisation permits we will strive to organise both to take place before the students return to face 
to face teaching. Students will need to make their own way to school at their scheduled time in 
order to take the tests and remain on site for approximately 30 mins while they await their results. 
We will confirm arrangements as soon as we can next week. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to get in touch. In the meantime, we 
look forward to seeing the students engage positively in their remote learning in the new term and 
hope that they have enjoyed their much earned break. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Chris McAree 
Headteacher 
 


