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Dear Parents 
 

NHS Test and Trace: COVID-19 testing for staff and students 

We continue to work to keep our school as safe as possible. The Department for Education 
announced on 17 December that testing for those without coronavirus symptoms is beginning in 
secondary schools this term using quicker COVID-19 tests known as ‘lateral flow tests’. As a school 
we believe that it is prudent to take this opportunity to test our students and staff, and have put in 
place arrangements to allow all students to have two tests before the full resumption of their on-site 
provision. 
 
Along with the other protective measures we are taking, these tests will help staff and students to 
remain in school safely. Up to one third of people who have coronavirus experience no symptoms. 
By testing we will help to stop the virus spread and help to keep our school open as safely as 
possible. The test is voluntary, but I would encourage everyone to take it. 
 
We will be testing Year 12 students twice before they resume onsite learning and are back in school.  
 
We currently anticipate that they will take their first test during Thursday, 7 January and a second 
test on Wednesday, 13 January. The students will not be on-site on either date and will be supported 
with remote learning. They will need to be brought to school for the tests in their allocated time slot, 
shown below for Thursday, 7 January, and picked up approximately 45 minutes later when the test 
result is known. Any siblings in Years 11, 12 and 13 can of course attend at the same time, even if in 
different tutor groups, but not siblings in other year groups at this stage. 
                                                      

12:00pm 12LFI 

12:30pm 12CBT 

1:00pm 12CDO 

1:30pm 12ANW 

2:00pm 12RJP 

 
Any student sitting a Mock Exam or External Exam at the time scheduled for their test will be able to 
be tested after or before their exam the same day. 
   
As your child is over 16 they will need to complete the enclosed consent statement (one per 
student) and associated registration form. I would encourage you to discuss the forms with them. 
Students will need to bring the completed forms with them when they arrive to be tested on 
Thursday, 7 January. No test will be conducted without both forms being completed.   
 
Those taking the test will be supervised by trained staff. The ‘lateral flow’ tests are quick and easy 
using a swab of the nose and throat. For under 18s, staff can oversee the swab process, which will be 
undertaken by the students themselves. No person should take a test if they have tested positive for 
COVID-19 in the last 90 days as it is highly likely that they will return a false positive.  



Results (which take around half an hour from testing) will be shared directly with staff and students 
participating. Any student testing positive will be asked to take an additional confirmatory PCR test, 
which will be explained to them and parents at the time, if applicable. 
 
The NHS are confident that these tests work - in validation studies conducted by Oxford University 
and Public Health England, they were shown to be as accurate in identifying a case as a PCR test 
(99.68% specificity). The tests have lower sensitivity but they are better at picking up cases when a 
person has higher viral load, hence the need to test frequently. 
 
If you have any questions please do contact us by email or telephone when school reopens on 
Monday, 4 January 2021. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Chris McAree 
Headteacher 

 
 


