
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 7 
It’s been an exciting few months in Year 7. As Covid restrictions relax and Year 7 are more familiar 

with life at William Howard School, there have been some excellent opportunities available. 

In lessons, Year 7 have worked particularly hard, and I was impressed to see how many are making more than 

expected progress on their recent data report. I was also very proud to see a number of excellent Behaviour for 

Learning scores that were exceptional – it shows that Year 7 students are cracking down to work and making the 

most of every educational experience that comes their way! 

 

At Christmas, Year 7 made and sold wrapping materials 

to raise money for Open Spaces. 

  

 

 

 

 

Bookbuzz – an initiative run by the Book Trust to promote a 

love of reading – was launched by the English Department 

and the School Library. Every Year 7 student had the chance 

to select a book to keep. This was greeted with great 

enthusiasm and it’s been wonderful to see Year 7 students 

swapping, sharing and recommending books to each other. 

 

 

 

There have been visitors to school including some very 

exciting creatures from the petting zoo. Lots of Year 7s 

got to see a wide variety of animals and learn about their 

habits and their care. 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER FROM THE DIRECTORS OF LEARNING - MARCH 2022 



Extra-curricular clubs are up and running with a huge variety of activities to choose from, such as Mr Ling’s STEM 

club; sporting clubs like Trampolining and Martial Arts; and Performing Arts groups including Rock Club and 

Drama Club.   

 

                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

Recently, teams of Year 7 and 8 students put their 

inventiveness, creativity and teamwork to the test for the 

Cumbria Education Trust’s Design Innovation Challenge. The 

Trust challenged pupils to show outstanding teamwork to 

create a world changing idea – focused around helping the 

environment. A Year 7 Team have made it to the finals which 

is being held at Whitehaven Academy. Good Luck to the team 

- Henry Brown, Sienna Fidler, Bella Judd and Libby Shield. 

 

 

Some Year 7 students took part in a Ten Pin Bowling 

competition at Hollywood Bowl in Carlisle, an event organised 

by national charity, Panathlon. After a hard fought battle, the 

WHS team came in fourth! 

 

 

 

 

 

Nazia Sarvan spoke to the year group about her journey 

from South Africa to Cumbria for the BBC’s Sharing 

Stories presentation – a national event to celebrate the 

BBC’s centenary. 

 

Some of our Year 7 students took part in the School 

production of We Will Rock You in February, joining 

performers and technicians from other year groups.  

 

As the days lengthen and the sun begins to shine, 

I’m looking forward to more activities and Year 7 

showing us what a multi-talented bunch they are. 

Ms Ledger 

  



Year 8  
Students in Year 8 continue to thrive at William Howard School. Many of our students have just received 

commendable Behaviour for Learning scores along with positive comment reports from subject teachers. The 

majority of Year 8 have received outstanding/good comments and should be really proud of how they conduct 

themselves both in and out of the classroom. Those students who have not been displaying the expected 

behaviour at school and, as a consequence, did not receive the desired subject comments will engage in Year 

Group intervention run by myself and Mr Dawson.  

Year 8 continue to show high levels of commitment and engagement 

with the school’s extensive extracurricular programme. Since being 

appointed to the role of Director of Learning, I have enjoyed visiting 

some of the school’s many clubs and witnessing pupils socialise, learn 

new skills and develop holistically as individuals.  

I would encourage any students in Year 8 who are not already 

involved in an extracurricular club to try something new and attend 

one of the school’s many clubs.  

 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to share with you some of the many successes from Year 8:  

 

We Will Rock You  

Before February half term, the Performing Arts 

department came together to create a spectacular 

performance. Students worked hard to remember lines, 

create costumes and battle nerves to perform in front of 

hundreds of people over three nights.  

The cast contained over 40 students and we were lucky 

enough to be represented by five members of Year 8 who 

were directly involved in the show. Congratulations to the 

following students who were either on stage performing 

or playing instruments in the orchestra: Morven Yerbury, 

Isabelle Milligan, Zac Kirby and Angus Macdonald. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ski Trip  

Mrs Tait, along with her staff, moved mountains to 

ensure that the school’s annual ski trip was able to 

go ahead during the February half term. 49 

students (including eleven Year 8 students) 

travelled to Passo di Tonale in Italy.  

Students were able to explore the slopes, go ice 

skating, bum-boarding and even take part in a 

fancy dress disco. Congratulations to all the pupils 

who showed resilience on the slopes and acquired 

new skills.  

 

School Fixtures 

On Friday, 4 March the Year 8 football team 

progressed to the County Cup Final after an 

emphatic 7-0 victory over Richard Rose Morton. 

The boys’ impressive team work, communication 

and ability shone throughout the game. 

Congratulations boys, and good luck in the final – 

I look forward to supporting the team from the 

side line.  

 

 

Year 8 Netball Tournament 

On Wednesday, 16 March the Year 8 netball team travelled to 

Richard Rose to play in a Carlisle City netball tournament. The girls 

demonstrated resilience, team work and fantastic co-ordination 

skills to remain unbeaten throughout the tournament.  

 

Shaun Petry – Morecambe Trials 

I would like to congratulate Shaun Petry and wish him the best of 

luck in his 8-week goalkeeping trial at Morecambe Football Club. 

The whole of Year 8 are behind you!  

 

Celebration assemblies 

Each week I would like to celebrate the success 

of Year 8 students in assembly however big or 

small. Please do not hesitate to email myself or 

Mr Dawson with information and pictures that 

we can share as a year group.  

 

Mr Tidmarsh 

  



Year 9 
As we moved past February half term, it was a time to highlight to students that already they are more than half 

way through the academic year, but also more than half way through their time at William Howard School. As 

always, my message to students has been “Are they making the most of their time with us?” They really are lucky 

to have so many opportunities both in and out of lessons.  

The recent focus has been looking towards their GCSE studies as they make 

their option choices – it is important they take the time to consider what is 

right for them and their future. These decisions will affect their next steps in 

education and what they then move on to – if they have any queries they 

should use the support available to them.  

Although two years may feel a long time, we are encouraging students to 

consider their future after Year 11. With this in mind, the whole year group 

will take part in a session with Hello Future this week, who focus on 

supporting students across Cumbria to achieve their full potential. Small 

groups of students have also been completing Sixth Form aspirations 

sessions, with the focus on showing students that Sixth Form is an option 

open to everyone, should they wish to choose this route.  

In addition to this, 10 students recently visited the Mercedes dealership to 

learn about careers in the motor vehicle industry and what they need to be 

doing now to give themselves the best chance of becoming employed in the 

future. Another exciting opportunity we are planning is to give a group of 

students a taster day at Carlisle College on different courses including 

construction, motor vehicles and hair and beauty. We hope that providing 

these opportunities and guidance in Year 9 will allow students to have a long 

term view on their future and see the value in ensuring they do their 

absolute best over the next two years.  

                               

Opportunities 

Throughout Year 9 we have been working to provide students with alternative opportunities through the school 

day to complement their studies and help them re-engage with school life. Twelve students had a fantastic time 

fishing at Brampton Fisheries through the Autumn Term. They learnt new skills and developed new friendships 

through the 6-week programme. We have also had over 30 students take part in some football leadership 

sessions with Carlisle United each Friday. The community coaches have been challenging students to improve 

their coaching skills through improving their knowledge of skill sessions and leadership.  

                                  

  



Our Sports Leader group have also been busy improving their leadership skills. A fantastic group of students have 

supported a range of events from the Trust Primary PE Event at Workington Academy to supporting students with 

additional needs to compete in sports events at William Howard School. Their commitment not only to improving 

their own skills but also to providing opportunities for others is impressive. They are developing skills which they 

will use for years to come and open up many other opportunities. Well done to all for your contribution.  

           

Whilst Sport and PE is my focus in school, and I love to see students take part and be successful, I am often most 

impressed by students in the Performing Arts department as they are doing something which I would find so 

difficult. A group of Year 9 students made an awesome contribution to the We Will Rock You performance this 

term as actors, singers and dancers, and in the live band – the reports were glowing! Some of the same students 

are also working towards a live performance at the Old Fire Station next week – good luck to everyone 

performing!  

 

There have been great performances in the PE Department this term. Mr Green was delighted with the 

determination shown by the Year 9 rugby team at the recent Schools Tournament. The boys football team, who 

have enjoyed their first season of football at William Howard, and the netball team, performed excellently at the 

recent City tournament.  

              

  



And lastly, a shout out to 

Taylor Jordan, who won the 

recent pizza design House 

Competition and then got to 

make his pizza in the school 

kitchen last week. Great 

effort Taylor! 

                                

 

As I’ve been collating students’ achievements through this term, it again reminds me of how many opportunities 

there are for our students and how those who engage in the wider school life gain so much more from their 

experience at William Howard School. The students across the Year Group make me proud to work with them, 

and I really look forward to the rest of this academic year and beyond.  

Remember that if any student needs support then their form tutor, Miss Elliot and I are here to help them at all 

times.  

Mr Anderson 

 

 

Year 10 
Your continued dedication and commitment to school life continues, you continue to engage in the classroom 

showing great motivation for your own success, and I am sure this will be reflected in your impending data report.  

Many of you continue to engage with the opportunities WHS offers, most recently we have had some of our 

performers perform in the school production of We Will Rock You, Drama students have been to the theatre, 

Open Spaces leaders continue to show their dedication with Open Spaces events, and we have had coaching 

sessions with Carlisle United coaches.  It is fantastic that you use these opportunities to develop lifelong skills and 

to assist your academic progress.  

Please take the time to access the link below to find out about the charitable event one of our students will be 

undertaking.  It would be incredible if you could show your support. 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/Mikeyandconnor 

Year 10 are fantastic role models around the school and continue to display our core values, which are outlined 

below. Applying the core values consistently in and outside of the classroom will allow you to grow and make the 

progress you are capable of.  

• Respect – use good manners, actively listen and respond positively and value difference. 

• Responsibility – self regulate, attend, be on time, engage, and create a calm organised environment. 

• Resilience – seek help and accept support, have courage and encourage others and learn from mistakes.   

You should, over the next few days, receive your second data report for this academic year.  Your report will 

indicate your success areas and any areas you may need to develop over the coming weeks to ensure you are 

performing to the best of your ability.  Class teachers will be more than happy to discuss this data with you and 

would welcome a conversation if you feel the need.   

As always, your school experience is what you make it: “some people want it to happen; some wish it would 

happen, others make it happen.” (Michael Jordan).  Make it happen Year 10! 

Miss Mulholland 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/Mikeyandconnor


  

The Year 10 football team 
who have qualified for the 
U15 County Cup final after 

beating Trinity on penalties. 
Archie Lamb scored the 

winning penalty!  
Mr Anderson 

A huge well done to 10YEN2 on 
their work so far this year.  Great 
verbal contributions from Macey 
Glenridding, Liv Armstrong and 

Archie Elder. Excellent written work 
from Scarlett Tinning, Liv 

Armstrong and Lily Potts.  Keep up 
the fantastic work everyone!   

Mr Skelton 

My 10Y Pe4 class on Thursday 
and Friday. Each lesson they 
give 100%, never complain 

and are a pleasure to teach. 
Keep up the good work! 

Mrs Beaumont 

Y10 Drama who have been working 
hard rehearsing their monologues 

and are performing them for 
assessment on Thursday. They 

have shown resilience, 
independence and dedication, both 

in class and outside of class. 
Miss Serrechia 

Year 10 XEN1 have worked in 
groups to summarise and 

explore scenes in Macbeth – 
some thoughtful independent 
work has come out of this is 

forming part of a useful 
revision resource.  

Ms Ledger 

Open Spaces leader 
Arran Urquhart - for 

always lending a hand 
wherever possible  

Mrs Brereton 

In my English class - Jess Fox and 
Jacob McKeown for consistently 
outstanding work. But the whole 
class (10Y2) needs recognition as 
they will read parts from the texts 
we are studying when called upon, 
with some students volunteering 

most lessons. 
Mrs Sim 

Fatma Paca, Maisie Coulthard, 
William Farrer and Jake Thorburn for 
completing all work with maximum 

effort in Physics. Consistently 
creating a calm working environment 

allowing others to think carefully 
about the work. Always attempting 
extension work and helping others, 
as well as having confidence to ask 

for help when stuck. 
Mr Little 

Y10CPG1 – The class as a whole have 
worked brilliantly over the past two 
weeks as they transition from GCSE 
content to GCSE coursework. Some 

fantastic in-depth analysis of 
performance from Briagha Nugent, 
explaining the importance of both 

skill and fitness demands in netball.  
Mr Tidmarsh 

A big shout out to 10XEn3 - 
very impressed by efforts to 
be diligent and thoughtful. 
 In particular, thank you to 

the efforts from Ty Isles, Dan 
Jackson and Bryony Cole.  

Mrs Brereton 

Year 10 RE - One of my favourite 
hours of the week. Students are 

always willing to make a 
contribution to discussions and 

are excellent at sharing their 
beliefs and actively listening to 
the beliefs of others. They are a 

pleasure to teach.  
Miss Booker 

Good luck for all those in Year 10 Music 
who will be performing at The Old Fire 
Station on the 29th March. They have 

been working hard to practise their two 
pieces during lessons and after school on 
Wednesday evening. They have also been 

working hard to complete their second 
composition (based on a pop song) 

Mrs Cooper Well done to 10Y2 Maths with Mr 
Buttress/Mr Charlton, plenty of 

enthusiasm shown when learning 
new concepts and great listening 
skills from Scarlett Jardine, Daniel 
Hopper, Lucy Jardine and Samuel 

Galbraith through the 
Percentages topic. 

Mr Buttress 

Most of my Y10 
Diploma and GCSE 

bunch who are 
awesome! 

TBH 

My English group 10Y4 for 
showing great resilience 
when studying Macbeth 

and a particular shout out 
to Jake Thorburn for 

being an excellent witch! 
Miss Andrews 

Bonnie M and Georgina M who 
are working like superheroes. 

James, Lewis, Greig and 
Michael are absolutely 

slaving… Georgina recently 
achieved a Distinction for her 

first Assignment! 
Miss Angland 

A huge well done to 10A history who 
have been making some fantastic 

contributions this half term. I have 
been particularly impressed by the 
verbal contributions made by Dan 

Jackson, Seth Holden, Nicole 
Todhunter, Archie Dixon, Thomas 

Wightman and Ethan Dowell.   
Well Done and keep it up! 

Miss Nicholls 



Year 11 
It has certainly been a busy start to the term so far as Year 11 embark on the final set of mock examinations this 

year. I have no doubt that they will do this in a mature manner - they know how little time that they have left 

until their final GCSE exams and I know many are focussed and well underway with their revision. It certainly has 

been a busy period with so many wonderful things to reflect on and many exciting opportunities going forward. 

Advanced Subject Information – Exams 

In February we saw the release of the Advanced Information ahead of the Summer GCSE exams. As you know, this 

information is being used to support students leading up to their GCSEs, offering a focused approach to their 

revision, and slightly reduced content in the case of some subjects. Whilst much of this information has been 

released to support revision for the March Exams, further information will be sent out to support students and 

yourselves. 

Additional Subject Support Sessions 

The Additional Subject Support Sessions have proved to be a real success this term and, if anything, they have 

proved to be a real confidence booster for many students. The sessions have provided them with small group 

support and in some cases 1:1 teacher support. For many, it has allowed them to have the confidence to ask 

teachers for help and support in a much smaller setting, when they wouldn’t otherwise have the confidence to do 

so. Despite the additional support on offer, I still stand by ‘quality first lessons’ and students need to make this 

their focus going forward.  

School Production 

The school production We Will Rock You was spectacular. I am always blown 

away by the professionalism of such a young cast. I often watch these 

performances in awe - I know at that age I would never have had the confidence 

to stand up and perform in front of a live audience. There is so much talent in 

the Year Group which makes me really excited for the Leavers’ Assembly 

performances.  From the dancers, to the musicians, stage production team and 

actors, thank you to all those involved – particularly students who took on lead parts whilst juggling everything 

else that comes with Year 11. 

Euan Dawson, Skye Blaylock, Lily Palmer, Gabs Bainbridge, Ruby Power, Bella Briggs, Dylan Rhodes, Zach Ealey, 

Fern Miller, Lucy McKeown, Emily Arthur, Callum Turner, Antonia Kirkpatrick, Sam Spedding and Cedar Vincze. I 

am proud of each and every one of you!!!        

  



Ski Trip 

It was touch and go at times, but it went ahead, and I am so pleased it did, 

as there were so many Year 11 students looking forward to the annual ski 

trip. Both students and accompanying staff were grateful for the sleepless 

nights that it caused Mrs Tait leading up to the trip. I know many used the 

opportunity to get additional supporting evidence for their GCSE PE skiing 

portfolio and others just had a great time either learning to ski or refining 

their current technique. 

 

Intervention 

There has been great success and positive feedback from students regarding the workshops that have taken place 

in French, Spanish, Art and Photography. Many students have appreciated the additional time to develop 

targeted aspects of their work prior to their exams. The sessions have also allowed teaching staff to work with 

students over an extended period of time and provide them with the necessary feedback and next step targets as 

they move into their final term at WHS. Thank you to all of the students for displaying outstanding behaviour in 

the sessions - this was fed back to myself on a number of occasions – and also to the staff for organising and 

leading the workshops.  

Recording Studio Music Trip 

Year 11 Music BTEC students had an 

exciting trip to a recording studio on 

Wednesday this week. The visit to The 

Music Farm Studio near Egremont 

helped them learn about producing 

and performing within a professional 

environment. The students had direct 

access to professional music producer, 

Tom Tyson, who assisted them with the realisation of a recording of their material that they have been working 

on for the Music Skills Development component of their course. A great opportunity and thoroughly enjoyed by 

all those who attended. 

Mindfulness 

As a Pastoral Support Team, we understand the stress and anxiety that students face as they lead up to their 

summer exams. One aspect of support has been the Mindfulness Programme, run by Cecilia Sawdon (Progress 

and Achievement Coach). The programme was offered to all students and 

promoted via tutors and in assemblies. We have approximately 20 students 

involved. So far, the programme has been gratefully received by all. Students 

report that they feel much more relaxed, have found better ways of 

managing their anxiety and stress and have developed techniques themselves 

to manage their emotions during heightened periods of stress.  

                                                    

Attendance 

Over the course of this half term the whole school is having an Attendance Drive. We understand that parents 

recognise the importance of their child having good attendance in school, especially in Year 11. Form tutors will 

be working with targeted individuals in supporting them to improve their attendance over the next few weeks. 

This might involve 1:1 conversations, highlighting in their planners the number of sessions that they need to 

attend to move their attendance from the ‘persistently absent’ category. All Covid related absences will be 

removed from the system. 



Uniform 

It is absolutely crucial that students maintain the high standards of uniform that they show. A small number are 

choosing to wear canvas trainers/shoes with ‘splashes’ of colour. This is against the school uniform policy and we 

welcome your continued support in ensuring that your child is in the correct uniform until they finish Year 11.  

Prom and Leavers’ Hoodies 

We are almost there - the time of year to celebrate the success of students completing their five years of 

education at WHS before they embark on their next chapter. The prom has been booked for Wednesday, 29 June 

at Garden at Eden. This is a spectacular venue and the evening promises to give students the send-off that they 

deserve. More information will follow shortly about purchasing prom tickets and how to order a leavers’ hoodie. 

The group photograph for Year 11 will be taking place after Easter, on Friday 22 April. 

Many of you will be aware that Mrs McGahan is currently absent from school. We have been very lucky to have 

Mrs Jones working with us, supporting the Year Group as Student Manager. Mrs Jones is very experienced in the 

role and she has already got to know many Year 11 students.  

Once again, I would like to thank you for your continued support. I am very fortunate to work with a fabulous 

group of young adults and parents. I wish you all a lovely Easter break when it comes, and if you have any 

questions at all please don’t hesitate to contact myself scarruthers@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk or Mrs Jones 

sjones@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk. 

Miss Carruthers 

 

  

mailto:scarruthers@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk
mailto:sjones@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk


Sixth Form 
Sixth Form is a time when students are juggling lots of things in their life; academic studies, part time 

jobs, friendships, hobbies and family commitments. In addition, in school many students take a full 

and active role in the school community through various enrichment opportunities. I want to share 

some of this with you in this newsletter. 

 

Mentoring 

Mentoring is a big role that many of our Sixth Form take on. 

We have a team of wellbeing ambassadors who have been 

visiting Year 7 form groups and raising awareness of the 

wellbeing themes that we have throughout the year. For 

Time to Talk Week in February the ambassadors created a 

PowerPoint and quiz to be shared during form time and 

were on hand in the foyer to talk to about our mental 

fitness. 

On a Wednesday/Thursday, a mixture of Year 12 and 13 

students have been supporting 1:1 with Year 7, 8 and 9 

students helping with reading and confidence building, operating as role models for our younger students. 

 

Sixth Formers as Co-Researchers 

Over the past 18 months members of the Sixth Form have been working with PhD student Dave McPartlan as co-

researchers, investigating aspects of the school's mental health strategy. The project has been designed in a way 

that has given the team an opportunity to work within the world of research. The Sixth Form Young Research 

Team (YRT) meet regularly with younger students to explore why they believe mental health is a problem for 

young people and what they think of the school's provision to support anyone struggling with such problems. The 

aim is to improve the school strategy and enable young people to take responsibility for their own mental health 

within the school's supportive structures. 

In addition to the skills that the Sixth Form are developing, the opportunities that have opened up for them are 

invaluable. Last year they co-authored an academic paper with Dave and at the end of this month they are 

presenting findings from the paper at an international conference being held in Blackpool. The research project is 

unique in that the YRT have been key to the shaping of it. Much research involving young people 'uses' them as a 

source of data, whereas this research has tried to ensure that the Sixth Formers work as partners to collaborate 

with Dave and direct the research to areas that they believe need to be investigated. 

Both the YRT and the younger participants have reported increased confidence, feelings of empowerment, 

improved relationships with other members of the school community and a sense of achievement and 

satisfaction. 

We are also developing links with the University of Cumbria. The Year 12 YRT cohort are looking forward to visits 

to the Fusehill St. campus where they will be given the opportunity to experience the world of research from the 

University perspective.  

 

Sixth Form Football Derby 

For as long as I can remember there has been a tradition of Year 12 and Year 13 playing a “friendly” derby. So far 

this academic year two matches have been played and it is one match win each. All to play for in the final match 

of the year, I would say! 

 



Dream Placements 

Five Sixth Form students experienced ‘Dream Placements’ in various successful businesses during the February 

half term holiday. The leadership development programme for bright, motivated young students aged 16-18 is 

organised by the Centre for Leadership Performance. The feedback from the students and their employers was 

overwhelmingly positive and I was lucky enough to attend the celebration event at Energus where our students 

shone in their presentations to the delegates. 

Okan Paca was partnered with the National Nuclear Laboratory, where he learned about Nuclear Engineering, 

Nuclear waste control, decommissioning and clean energy. He visited Sellafield as well as the 

Workington Laboratory to explore nuclear medicine. He found out about apprenticeships at NNL and 

how to improve his CV and employment chances. At the end of the week Okan presented to the CEO. 

Okan said it a really valuable experience – he learned how to behave professionally in a workplace 

and saw how everybody listened to each other. 

Jake Wright worked at the University of Cumbria where he met with the Vice Chancellor and learned about the 

different aspects of running a University.  He visited various campuses and met people in high level 

positions as well as attending lectures, giving him an insight into University life. Jake even attended a 

lunch at Holbeck Ghyll Restaurant representing the University along with his mentor for the week. 

Jake said it was good to gain an insight to all the areas of the University as you don’t always see 

behind the scenes. 

Ryan Hetherington worked for Story Contracting and enjoyed the experience so much he now hopes to work for 

them in the future. He met the CEO and attended meetings and site visits and gained an insight into a 

possible career of a Chartered Surveyor – something he had not considered before. Ryan said that this 

had been a great opportunity to gain experience in a prospective career at a high level and is keen to 

work with Story again in the summer. 

Kirsty Smith worked at Carlisle City Council with the focus of the week on improving staff wellbeing. Kirsty took 

part in focus groups and created a survey. She visited different departments to talk to staff and met 

the CEO. Kirsty said she had found that there were more jobs in the council than she had been aware 

of before and it has made her think about her future career. Kirsty was able to use her presentation 

skills at the end of the week with the Deputy Chief Executive and Heads of Departments about the 

survey findings to help improve staff wellbeing across the Council. 

Natasha Fell completed her placement at Doosan Industries and spent some of the week in Glasgow working on 

marketing within the Nuclear and Asset Industry.  Meetings were held with the CEO and other leaders 

and at the end of the week Natasha designed the newsletter for the company with the marketing 

team, which is the area that she is particularly interested in. Natasha found it to be a really good 

opportunity to develop her knowledge and skills in industry. 

 

Theatre & Music 

The Sixth Form once again were recognised for their talent 

at the recent Carlisle and District Music and Drama Festival. 

This year the festival focused on individual performances 

and the following students are to be applauded: 

• Hannah Brown – First in Pianoforte Solo 

• Billy Watson – Highly Commended performances in 

Songs from the Show      

• Ellie Blackadder – First in Acting as well as Vocal Solo 

• George Sidaway – Second in Guitar Solo 
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As a fellow thespian I look forward to our annual musical production and I was blown away by the talent once 

again. Watching the Sixth Form take on lead roles both on and off stage, knowing how much work goes into a 

show, highlights the tremendous commitment that is made on top of academic studies.  

 

Debate Club 

Debating Society has a core group of students that meet weekly to debate topics and are developing useful skills 

for future applications. Sam Winterton, Ethan Neiling, Jonathan Alvarez-Bullya, Wilfred Bazley, Hannah Maddock, 

Callum Blake and Stanley Young. Some of the topics discussed include: “Social media corrupts all human 

interactions”; “Honesty is the best policy”; and “The death penalty is justifiable”. 

 

Work Experience 

We have students that have taken the initiative to organise work experience to explore future career options and 

gain useful skills. Three students have secured places at Cumbria Law Centre’s summer work experience 

programme and we have students attending weekly at local primary schools and the veterinary surgery. We have 

even had a student travelling to Keswick to work with the alpacas and learning about their role in supporting 

people with poor mental health. 

 

Fundraising 

In response to the shocking humanitarian crisis happening in Ukraine, a group of Sixth Formers held a coffee 

morning in school last week to raise funds for the International Red Cross Appeal. The collection tins were 

overflowing by the end of breaktime, with the current total of £420.69 being received. 

Both staff and students had kindly donated 

some amazing home baking to sell, and 

many wore blue and yellow for the day to 

show their support for Ukrainians. Ten boxes 

of donated items (painkillers, toiletries, 

blankets, canned food and baby milk) have 

also been received, and are ready to be 

delivered to St Martins Church, who are 

taking the donations to those in need. 

An enormous thank you goes to Sixth Form 

students Kate Mattinson, Vicky Nixon, Alisha 

Thompson, Jonny Coverdale, Tom Harmer 

and Lou Armstrong for co-ordinating the 

event along with RE Teacher, Ms Booker. 



The Sixth Form Leadership Team, dressed as superheroes and organised a penalty shoot-out, bake sale and raffle 

to fundraise for Comic Relief this week. They raised a fantastic £220. 

 

A quick heads-up that the group photograph for Year 13 will be taking place after Easter, on Friday 22 April. 

Mrs Swan 


