
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (RE) 

Why is Religious Education Important? 

Developing an understanding of the variety of beliefs, cultures 

and moral viewpoints in our changing world is essential for our 

young people as they prepare for life in modern Britain. In RE all 

students are encouraged to reflect on a variety of beliefs and 

moral issues, to develop their own considered opinions and 

appreciate why some people will see the world in a different 

way to themselves. Such skills of empathy, understanding and 

critical thinking are vital for anyone to become successful and 

happy adults. RE is a subject which students of all faiths and 

none should find rewarding, fascinating and stimulating. 

 

The Department 

There are three members of the RE and Philosophy Department: Mr Connolly (Curriculum Leader), Mrs Booker and 

Mrs Yates. 

 

Key Stage 3  

An Overview of Key Stage 3 

At Key Stage 3, students are taught Religious Education and Philosophy (RE) for one hour per week. Our curriculum 

covers a wide range of topics including introductions to ‘Religious and Non-Religious worldviews’ and ‘Philosophical 

thinking skills’, in depth studies of world religions including Christianity and Islam, and ethical issues relating to 

animal rights, the use of violence and medical ethics. 

In all units, students develop a core knowledge of religious belief and practice which will allow them to critically 

respond to fundamental questions of human existence. For example; what it means to be a human, the possibility of 

life after death, and how believers respond to the existence of pain and suffering in the world. Students are 

encouraged to develop their own opinions and beliefs in an atmosphere of mutual respect and focussed enquiry. As 

appropriate, these explorations lead to extended pieces of writing, presentations to their peers or creative and 

artistic pieces. 

Weekly homework is set throughout Key Stage 3. This consists of a theological or philosophical question which 

students are encouraged to discuss at home before recording their personal responses to share with their class the 

following lesson. 

Key Stage 3 in Detail 

Year 7 begins with two introductory units. In the first, students will learn about the concept of a personal 

‘worldview’. This is the way in which each of us as unique individuals view the world differently to those around us. 

We explore how belonging to an Abrahamic or Dharmic faith tradition may influence a personal worldview. Students 

are also given opportunities to explore their own worldview, how this has developed and how it might influence 

their life choices. 

In the second unit, students begin to learn about subject and practice of Philosophy. Students use the Philosophy for 

Children (P4C) pedagogy to explore fundamental questions such as ‘what is a human?’, ‘does anything last for ever?’ 

and ‘are there rules which should always be followed?’. 

In the final unit, students will learn about the different beliefs and practices of five Christian denominations. Using 

this understanding, students will then design a church where all denominations could meet and practice their faith 

together. 



Our Year 8 curriculum builds on the skills and knowledge gained in Year 7. Students begin by developing their 

knowledge of Christianity through the study of the Nicene Creed. After learning about the content, history and place 

in worship of the Creed they will move onto a comparison of this statement of faith with those from other faith 

traditions such as the Jewish Shema and the Islamic Shahadah. Finally, students will explore their own beliefs and 

create a personal ‘creed’ which expresses their spiritual, ethical and philosophical worldview. 

The second unit of Year 8 is built around a key question; ‘What challenges face a Muslim when following the 5 Pillars 

of Islam in modern Britain?’. After learning the details of the five pillars, students will explore a range of testimonies 

from British Muslims, including Cumbrian voices, in relation to the key question. Our aim is for students to recognise 

the diversity of experience and practice within the Muslim community, as well as the benefits which come from 

accepting challenges in life. 

Our final unit in Year 8 builds on the philosophical skills introduced in Year 7. It is an exploration and evaluation of 

the relative believability of accounts relating to ‘life after death’. Students will learn about the beliefs of Christians, 

Hindus and Humanists, as well hearing testimonies of past life memories, near death experiences and ghosts. They 

will then critically evaluate these truth claims and decide which is to them the most believable. 

The Year 9 curriculum uses skills and knowledge gained in the previous two years to explore more challenging topics 

and ideas. The first unit is a philosophical exploration of the ‘problem of evil’; why an omnipotent, omniscient and 

omnibenevolent God would allow suffering in the world? Students will evaluate a range of responses offered by 

theists before coming to a reasoned personal conclusion. 

Developing this idea of responses to suffering, our second unit is on Buddhism (Buddha dharma). Students will 

explore how this faith tradition seeks to respond to suffering, and through the four noble truths and the practice of 

the eight-fold path seeks to eliminate personal suffering. 

The third unit is titled ‘matters of life and death’. In this, students will examine some of the key moral and ethical 

problems facing the world today including human treatment of animals, medical ethics, the treatment of prisoners 

and the ethics of warfare. By exploring UK law and the key beliefs of the religions studied in Key Stage 3 students will 

form, explain and justify their own responses to these issues. 

The final unit of Key Stage 3 uses the film ‘The Truman Show’ to explore questions of reality and what, if anything, 

we can know for sure. This philosophical exploration uses the skills developed through years 7, 8 and 9 to challenge 

students to consider areas of their life they had taken for granted, and how they would act when faced with the 

most profound challenges. 

 

Key Stage 4 

Students at Key Stage 4 have the option of choosing our popular and successful GCSE Religious Studies course (AQA 

Specification A; Christianity and Judaism).  This course gives students the opportunity to explore in depth the beliefs 

and practices of two of the world’s great religious traditions, alongside the study of contemporary ethical and 

philosophical issues. Students are encouraged to understand and explain their own views on a range of issues 

including medical and environmental ethics, the treatment of criminals, the role of the modern family, and human 

sexuality. Alongside their own views, students will the learn current UK legislation relating to these issues and the 

range of attitudes expressed by religious communities in our country. At the end of the course, assessment is 

through two exams, each of one hundred minutes. 

The course is taught by Mr Connolly and Mrs Booker, and weekly homework is set which supports students’ progress 

and final achievement. 

All students in Key Stage 4 will also study Core RE as part of their wider PD curriculum. Within these courses students 

will explore the role which religion plays in modern British society. In Year 10 our unit focusses on ‘forgiveness’, and 

if forgiving those who have caused harm is the right thing to do. In Year 11 our focus is on religion in the workplace 

and prepares students for careers where knowledge of religion in modern Britain is vital to success.

 

  



Key Stage 5 

Our A Level Philosophy (AQA) course is an established, popular and successful course. Whilst this is undoubtedly an 

academic course it is accessible to all A Level students who are interested in the subject and committed to making 

progress. The breadth of the subject means that it combines well with all the other courses offered in the school, 

and our lessons are often a place where students with very different views, interests and experiences meet. 

The course develops skills of analysis and argument through the exploration of some of humanities most profound 

questions. It provides excellent preparation for further study or success in the world of work. 

The course contains four units which are examined at the end of Year 13; 

 Epistemology (the study of knowledge itself) - What does it mean when we say we ‘know’ something? How 

can we best develop our own ‘knowledge’? 

 Moral Philosophy (the study of ethics) - How can we decide for ourselves the difference between right and 

wrong actions? 

 The Metaphysics of Mind (is the mind a ‘real’ thing?) - What is relationship between my physical body and 

my subjective experience of consciousness? 

 The Metaphysics of God (is God ‘real’?) - can it be rational to believe in God? 

As well as five hours of teaching per week, students will be provided with independent study materials and 

challenges which they will complete both in study periods and outside school. 


