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Art at WHS aims to develop students' sense of creativity and harness self-expression which 
will support and enable students to make a personal response to the world around them and explore a 
range of possibilities for development of their own work. Through the study of Art, students learn how 
to use different skills and techniques successfully and creatively in order to produce unique and 
exciting finished pieces of artwork.

There are a range of transferable skills gained by studying art and photography which improves 
performance in other areas of the curriculum. Art encourages and enables our pupils to be creative 
thinkers and independent enquirers. Creative subjects are necessary for any individual to develop a 
sense of self awareness, confidence, personal development and self-esteem.

Our students at William Howard are given the opportunity to develop all of these skills and more, 
through experimentation and development of ideas using a wide range of media, from the traditional 
through to digital. We feel it is important that they have a strong sense of ownership of their work. We 
aim to encourage interest in as much art as possible; promoting the appreciation of art in many forms, 
and showing students that art is all around them. Locally we have developed links with a wealth of 
practising artists, Cumbria University, Tullie House; and our proximity to Glasgow, Edinburgh and 
Newcastle means that a wide range of work can be accessed and explored.
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In Key Stage 3 students have 1 hour per week of Art . We begin 
Year 7 with foundation studies; working through all the skills 
needed to build upon art through WHS. This includes the 
formal elements, observational drawing, line, tone, texture, 
mark-making, perspective, colour theory - the basic building 
blocks and language of the visual arts. We encourage pupils to 
self-review, reflect and refine their work as it progresses. 

We look at a variety of artists, genres, cultures, techniques and 
materials aiming to give our students a wide range of 
experiences as they move into Year 8 and 9. 

We encourage participation in lunch clubs and other 
enrichment opportunities. 

In Key Stage 3 each year group explores and creates their own 
art form, whilst learning to understand and evaluate their own 
work and the work of others.
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In Year 10 and 11 students follow the AQA syllabus for GCSE Art and Photography. We creatively cover 
the 4 assessment objectives set out by this exam board within each project.

Observation from life is crucial and we encourage pupils to experiment with a wide range of techniques –
drawing, painting, print-making, textiles, 3D, Photography, photo manipulation to name but a few. Pupils 
are supported in developing an individual, personal and meaningful response and this often means they 
participate and have access to a wide variety of activities during their lessons.

Students are required to reflect upon and refine their work as it progresses. They will  record their ideas, 
observations and insights by collating evidence in sketchbook form as well as more sustained out-of-book 
pieces. 

Students will be given an overall theme of study from which to start their investigations and will then 
independently select their own theme and artists/photographers. As they progress through the course 
they develop to become independent thinkers and are able to plan their own creative projects and 
outcomes.

Students are required to complete 2 project areas in their coursework as well as produce a portfolio of 
workshop based examples – this is worth (60%) of their final assessment.

In the Spring term of Year 11 they undertake an external assessment, where they choose a practical 
question worth (40%) and begin to build up a range of preliminary studies to support their 10 hour exam. 
The final results will reflect the students' hard work and commitment to their exam unit.
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In Year 12 and 13 we cover the AQA syllabus building on the skills and knowledge gained in key stage 4.

In Year 12 students build up a portfolio of work through the exploration of a wide range of materials and 
techniques and are encouraged to experiment and develop their own area of interest to produce a series 
outcomes.

The course aims to develops students' understanding of how to view and analyse imagery from different 
Art disciplines through research into contemporary and traditional artists and photographers.

In Year 13 students undertake Component 1- a personal investigation worth 60%. This is an independent 
project that is student driven. They will be expected to investigate their subject matter through a series 
of practical pieces that support their chosen theme. Students will gather primary source material by 
arranging gallery visits and researching and interviewing other art practitioners. The evidence collated will 
be used to inform the development and progression of their own work.

There is a 1000-3000 word essay which runs alongside the practical work that reflects their practical 
journey.

Component 2 - is an external assessment exam where they choose a practical question worth (40%) and 
begin over a set period of time to build up a range of preliminary research work to support them in their 
final 15 hour exam.
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In Year 9 students follow the 
Character Development pathway. 

Our department offers both Art and 
Photography courses within this 
structure.

Drop down days are built into the 
curriculum so students can 
experience a wider range of creative 
subjects at different points during 
the year.
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In Key Stage 4 and 5 we offer a 
culturally rich curriculum that 
develops problem solving, personal 
learning and independent thinking 
skills. Students follow the art and 
design process to create work that 
develops their art and photography 
skills and boosts confidence in a wide 
range of materials, techniques and 
processes.
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Understandi

ng the work 

of others

Minimal—a few 

images, very 

little written 

explanation or 

links made with 

your work. 

Some ability—an artist / 

photographers with some basic facts, 

with some explanation of the links

Moderate ability- 3 artists 

/photographers where it can be seen 

how they have influenced your work 

in a basic way. Some analysis is 

presented,  links can be seen through 

some practical work.

Consistent– at least 4 artists 

/photographers & information  to 

create a range of influences 

throughout the project. Analysis that 

explains all connections and how 

ideas link with your work. Clear links 

within practical work. 

Highly developed– 5-+ artists 

/photographers that link throughout 

each project. Practical work is clearly 

inspired by this research and all work 

is analysed  in detail  to show  clearly 

how ideas have developed 

throughout.

Exceptional– 6+ artists and other 

areas have been researched in detail 

and depth, using language to analyse 

that clearly shows a critical 

understanding of the sources and 

how they influence ideas and  

development of work.

Experiment

with and

select

appropriate

resources,

media, and

techniques

reviewing as

work

develops.

Minimal– 3-4 

experiments 

using different 

materials and 

techniques

Ideas move 

forward in a way 

that is not clear–

jumping from 

one thing to the 

next 

Some ability– 4+ experiments using 

different materials and techniques

Work is moving forward slowly and 

some work has been evaluated –

explaining basically how ideas are 

developing.

Moderate ability– 8+experiments 

using different materials and 

techniques

Work is moving forward in a way that 

shows evaluation of processes and it 

is clear to see how ideas are 

developing

Consistent—12-+ experiments using 

different materials and techniques

Work is clearly moving forward at 

pace and all experiments show a clear 

development of your idea. There is 

evidence of evaluation of own work 

and ideas.

Highly developed—15-+experiments 

using different materials and 

techniques successfully.

Work is moving forward rapidly and 

all experimental pieces show clear 

development of your ideas and there 

is consistent evaluation and 

refinement of key pieces of work.

Exceptional—20+ experiments using 

different materials and techniques 

successfully.

Work is moving forward rapidly and 

all experimental pieces show clear 

development of your ideas and there 

is consistent evaluation of all pieces 

of work.

A range of ideas have been explored

In visual

and/other

forms ideas,

observations

and insight

relevant to

their

intentions,

demonstratin

g an ability to

reflect on

their work

and progress

Minimal—

quality 

observation 

drawings,  

limited  

photographs 

and plans -some 

basic notes 

explaining work 

and ideas. 

Some ability—to carry out  

observation drawings, some 

evidence of at least 2  photoshoots 

and notes that explain ideas  and 

intentions and how you aim to 

develop your work.

Moderate Ability—beginning to build 

quality observational drawings of 

different scales and in different 

materials. Evidence of at least 3 

photo shoots and plans .

Annotations that clearly explain ideas 

and intentions.  The development of 

your ideas and why you have worked 

this way is clear in your notes.

Consistent ability—building a series  

of  detailed observational drawings of 

various subjects, in different scales 

and materials. These show evidence 

of tone,  texture, shape, proportion 

and attention to detail.

Evidence of  a  good range of 

photoshoots that clearly  support  

ideas and theme. supported by 

detailed plans and annotations  that 

link with all key pieces of work, 

explaining ideas and intentions.

It is clear to understand what has 

influenced the development of your 

ideas and why you have made certain 

decision about your work.

Highly Developed—6+ quality and 

detailed observation drawings of 

various subjects in different scales 

and materials. Clear ability when 

showing tone, texture, shape, 

proportion and attention to all detail.

Evidence of a comprehensive set of 

photoshoots  throughout the 

project, supported by detailed photo 

plans .

Thorough notes that link with all key 

pieces of work, explaining a range of 

ideas and intentions.

Influences are clearly identified and 

you have fully explained all decisions 

made when developing your work.

Exceptional—at least 7 observation 

drawings of various subjects that 

show exceptional ability when 

recording tone, texture, shape, 

proportion and evidence of detail 

recorded to a high standard.

Evidence of a  highly advanced  series 

of photoshoots that clearly inform 

the development of the full project.

Detailed notes  that link with all 

developmental pieces and thorough 

explanations of a range of ideas and 

intentions.

All influences are clearly identified 

and all decisions  made have been 

fully explained in detail.

Present a 

personal and 

meaningful 

response 

realising 

intentions.

Minimal– a final 

piece plan and 

final piece that 

can link with 1 

artist in a basic 

way. They work 

also links with 

some 

experimental 

work created. 

Some ability– a final piece plan that 

clearly informs the final piece.

A final piece that has been thought 

through and that links in different 

ways with the work of the 

artist/photographers .

There are test pieces to show 

workings out on how to create the 

final piece.

Moderate ability– a final piece plan 

that is well thought through, labelled 

and that clearly shows your idea.

A  finished final piece that links back 

to experimental work in the 

sketchbook and that t links with at 

least 2 /3 different artists / 

photographers in different ways. 

Consistent ability  - a clear final piece 

/s plan that demonstrates a well 

thought through idea /s and that is a 

good conclusion for your sketchbook 

work. 

A finished final piece/s  that links 

clearly with your artists 

/photographers and experimental 

work.

Final piece /s testing that has resulted 

in good quality skills being displayed. 

Highly Developed– a very thorough 

final piece /s plan that demonstrates 

a clear plan and idea that is an 

appropriate conclusion for the 

sketchbook work.

A final piece /s that is finished to a 

high standard and that has clear links 

with your artists and experimental 

work.

A range of final piece /s tests that 

have lead to a final piece that is well 

developed and shows refined skills.

Exceptional– a clear plan that shows 

all ideas thoroughly from a range of 

perspectives. The plan is a highly 

developed and thorough conclusion 

to the project.

A final piece /s that is ambitious and 

challenging, that makes clear 

reference to the work of others in a 

complex and dynamic way.

Testing for the final piece/s  is 

thorough and reflective of a clear 

investigation where all aspect have 

been tried beforehand. There is 

evidence of small adjustments to 

work in order to refine to the highest 

standard.

KS4 SUBJECT SKILLS DEVELOPMENT MAP-

There is a broaden experience and increased awareness of the processes and 
materials that can be accessed within the subject area. There is ongoing skill 
development through the process of modelling, practice and mastery.
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Within the Art and Photography curriculum students are encouraged to
understand, expand, discuss their thoughts and ideas using specific 
terminology, vocabulary in visual, verbal and written form.
Key terms are linked to retrieval and reflection strategies used in 
lessons. 
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We align with the National Curriculum providing pupils with a clear pathway to develop their creative 
practice. The core principles linked to NC are also mapped against our KLI’s  and allow pupils the freedom to 
create while carefully considering how to                                                              
their artistic abilities.
The national curriculum for Art and Design aims to ensure that all pupils:
 produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences.
 become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques. 
 evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design.
 know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural 

development of their art forms. 

Creativity: through learning key art skills, pupils will gain the knowledge and understanding to become 
creative artists developing  their ideas and successfully making their visions a reality.

Appreciation: pupils will learn about the history of different artists and artwork and appreciate their 
purpose and importance in telling a narrative of a particular time and place. 
British Values: students will be introduced to the world around them through understanding and exploring 
different aspects of culture within art. They will be encouraged to discuss a range of issues and beliefs whilst 
maintaining understanding and respect for the views and beliefs of others. Pupils discuss and work in the 
style of a wide variety of artists/photographers and designers. Pupils will have the opportunity to work 
independently and as a team to build resilience and self-esteem through tasks, sharing ideas, resources, 
peer-assessment and encouraging students to support each other.

RECORD DEVELOP REFINE PRESENT

The key values that underpin curriculum content
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Lessons in Art and Photography are structured around the practical, theoretical and disciplinary. 
Lessons are organised and sequenced - breaking down components/tasks into manageable sized chunks.
Each lesson should include: RETRIEVAL- INPUT/MODELLING- APPLICATION- REFLECTION

RETRIEVAL

Q&A

Student led 
modelling-

check 
knowledge

Quiz based 
recall

INPUT & 
MODELLING

Teacher demo  
to students

use of past 
exemplars/ 

displays 

Exploring 
techniques & 

processes

Analysing work 
of others

APPLY

Students 
develop skills/ 

techniques 
working 

independently

Demonstrate 
knowledge 

through 
analysis and 
annotation

Using tool and 
equipment 
effectively

REFLECTION

Success criteria 
linked to KLI’s 

and Assessment 
objectives

Aims and 
improvements

Evaluations of 
outcomes 

Q & A teacher 
student led to 
check progress  

and 
understanding
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Examples of best classroom practice

Developing 
Independent 

practice 

Displays & 
exemplars

Modelling 

Analysing the

work of others 
and own

Developing 
skills and 

techniques 
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Presentation plays an integral 
part in the display of students 
work in their Art & Photography 
sketchbooks.

All students in Years 7- 13 are 
taught how to successfully plan
and layout work within their 
sketchbook so they read 
coherently and document a clear 
journey from one project to the 
next. Each page should be titled 
and annotated where and 
if appropriate.

Assessment proformas in all 
years reference to presentation 
skills.

As students move into Key Stage 
4 and 5 their work becomes 
more of a personal investigation 
where they evidence in detail the 
start, middle and final conclusion 
of a chosen theme.

Examples of 
sketchbooks

from KS3,4 & 5
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The Art Department delivers the Key Stage 3 curriculum in alignment with the national curriculum.
This works alongside 9 key learning indicators in KS3 which have been established and agreed across the CET 
Secondary sector.
In Year 7, 8 and 9 students make reference to the KLI’s within their work linking it where appropriate to skills, 
knowledge and understanding.

Year 7 Key Learning Indicators Year 8 Key Learning Indicators
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Year 9 Art KLIs Working Towards Working At Working Beyond evidence

Discover

Topic 

Research

Your research shows you have looked at your topic 

from a  starting points.

You have included primary and /or 

secondary source information. That links with the topic.

Your research is in-depth and shows you have looked 

at your topic from different sources.

You have included at least 2 forms of 

relevant primary and/or secondary source 

information.

Your research is in-depth and shows you have looked 

at your topic from a  wide range of different sources. 

You have included a range of appropriate 

primary and/or secondary source information.

The work of 

others

You show some understanding of how to investigate 

the work of others .You have tried some  appropriate 

techniques to show a link to your work.

You have researched independently, with some help.

You  show you can investigate the work of others by 

selecting a range of  appropriate techniques and 

materials to show a link to your work. You have 

included independent research.

You show thorough Investigation of  the work of 

others with clear evidence of a wide range of 

appropriate techniques and materials being used to 

show a link to your work. It is clear that you have 

conducted independent research.

Develop

Explore & 

Experiment

You can select and experiment with limited media, 

materials, techniques and processes.

Your skills are developing.

There is evidence of prior  skill development being 

used.

You can select and experiment with 

appropriate media, materials, techniques and 

processes, showing good control.

Your skills are developing as expected and you have 

successfully included prior skills and techniques.

You can select and experiment with a wide range of  

appropriate media, 

materials, techniques and processes, showing 

excellent control .

Your skills are  well developed, including evidence of a 

range of prior skills and techniques in your work.

Design

You can present a design idea for the project .

You can share  your idea with others using some key 

words.

You are starting to make decisions about the 

development of your designs.

You are able to explore at least 2 different ideas for 

the project, making appropriate decisions abut the 

development of your designs.

You can develop your own work plan.

You can  select and share ideas using 

appropriate vocabulary.

You are able to explore 3, or more ideas or the 

project. 

You have developed a plan that clearly shows your 

ideas, making appropriate and independent 

decisions about your work.

You can select and share ideas with 

confidence, using a accurate subject 

specific vocabulary.

Demonstrat

e

Personal 

Response

Present a response that summarises your experiences 

and shows what you have learned in a logical order.

Present a meaningful and individual  

response that summarises your experiences and 

demonstrates a clear understanding of learning within 

the topic. How your work has developed is clearly 

documented.

You can present a unique and meaningful response 

that clearly summarises your experiences and 

demonstrates your 

understanding of the learning throughout the topic.

It is clear, through your documentation, how your 

work has developed.

Evaluation

You can explain some things that have gone well and 

how to improve parts of your work.

With help, you can set targets to improve

You can  clearly explain what has gone well and how 

to improve your work.

You can set targets to improve.

You can clearly explain a range of areas that have  

gone well and specifically 

identify how to improve.

You can challenging targets to improve.

Do it well

Presentation

While your work is presented in your book,  some parts 

of your learning journey are missing or in the wrong 

order.

There are elements where your work is unique to you.

Your work is skilfully presented. It is clear to see how 

your learning journey has 

developed through your planning and 

ordering of ideas in your sketchbook. 

Your work is unique to your style and ideas.

Your work is skilfully  and individually presented.

Your learning journey is clear through detailed 

planning and ordering of ideas in your 

sketchbook. Your work is unique and individual.

Communication &

Annotation

You use  limited subject specific 

vocabulary to describe, evaluate and connect aspects 

of the work.

You have included some thoughts and opinions within 

your comments.

You use subject specific vocabulary to 

describe, evaluate and connect aspects of the work.

You have included  different thoughts and opinions 

about the work.

You use a range of subject specific 

vocabulary to describe, evaluate and 

connect aspects of the work.

You have included a range of different thoughts and 

opinions throughout your work.

Review and refine

With help, you can identify areas of your work to 

improve.

You sometimes make time throughout the project to 

improve your skills.

You are able to decide how to improve your work.

You often make time during the project to identify and 

improve your skills.

You regularly identify how to improve your work.

You always make time throughout the project to 

identify and improve your skills.

Example of how 
the KLIs are used 

in Key Stage 3 
assessment
proformas

Year 9 Key Learning Indicators



Respect | Resilience | Responsibility    Be the best you can be!

In KS4 & 5 assessment in both Art and 
Photography is built around 4 key 
objectives;

AO1- ideas through sustained and focused 
investigations informed by contextual and 
other sources, demonstrating analytical and 
critical studies.  

AO2- Experiment with and select appropriate 
resources, media, materials, techniques and 
processes, reviewing and modifying their ideas 
as work develops.

AO3- In visual and/other forms ideas, 
observations and insight relevant to their 
intentions, demonstrating an ability to reflect 
on their work and progress.

A04- Present a personal and meaningful 
response that realises your intentions.

These are used to assess and give 
feedback at key times and aid in setting 
progress targets for individual students. 

Key stage 5 AQA assessment grid Key stage 4 AQA assessment grid
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. 

In KS3, 4 and 5 assessment is used to build an 
understanding of students' prior knowledge 
and learning and to help draw out common 
misconceptions and gaps to support future 
planning.

Formative assessment is timely and takes place 
through - verbal live feedback, 1-1 dialogue 
between teacher and student and supported 
by a range of intervention strategies.

Students respond verbally or through self/peer 
assessment , questioning and target setting to 
ensure subject matter and skills learnt are 
secured. 

Summative assessment takes place at the end 
point of a project/key task to review an 
individual's portfolio of work or a final end of 
unit test.
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In Art and Photography students receive feedback in
a variety of forms and where appropriate students are
encouraged to reflect on their work and explore methods
of how they could improve work and make expected
progress. 

Key Stage 4 & 5
Live written 

feedback

Key Stage 3 
feedback 

linked to KLI’s
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Students learn about the different paradigms of art 
from traditional, modern and contemporary. With each 
one they learn to enquire about how artists use history 
and the work of others to inform their own work.
Modes of investigation through methods and 
processes used within art. The disciplinary knowledge 
needs context to make it more meaningful and embed 
learning in both the theory and practical aspects of the 
subject. 
Through reading and researching pupils are able to 
engage and develop their skills in debating and 
discussion as well as constructing analytical pieces of 
written work.
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Adaptive Learning Strategies:

 Seating plans – make sure you can achieve eye contact with students - consider individual’s needs.

 Classroom displays - support visually/ vocab

 Clear concise starting points

 SEND toolkit booklet.

 Reading ages

 Give students time to process and respond 

 Chunk work/scaffolding

 Allow extra time – take up - support material.

 Use of recall/repeat on key facts

 Clear set time frames

 Create positive environment with clear boundaries and lots of praise.

 Talk partners/peer support – where appropriate.
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Homework in Key Stage 3, 4 and 5 in both Art and Photography is linked to the themes/tasks delivered in 
lessons.

 This is to encourage and support the individuals' progress and learning.

 To increase and embed knowledge and understanding of the subjects studied through research and 
independent study.

 Bridge the gap in learning , catch up on missed work as well as stretch and challenge.

 Tasks will vary and may include:

• Research – gathering information on an artist/photographer in both visual and written analytical form.

• Planning - designing.

• Practical - creating work using a range of subject matters and techniques to support their project in class.

• Reflecting – through evaluation.
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The department offers a number of enrichment activities 
for students to participate in throughout the academic 
year. This allows students to engage and demonstrate 
through the application of their knowledge practically :
• Gallery/city visits
• Skill based workshops offered by local artists/ access 

to University of Cumbria studios and expertise.
• Links to the community through art - Exhibiting work 

in local businesses/working and supporting 
feeder/CET schools by offering student led workshops. 
Producing themed murals within designated spaces 
to create more stimulating environment.

• Competitions.
• Art Clubs linked to charity fundraising/mental health.


