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Psychology is a fascinating and challenging 
discipline which has applications to so many 
aspects of our lives. There has been a more than 
10% increase in students taking psychology over 
the last couple of years (www.gov.uk) . This now 
makes psychology the second most popular A 
level subject nationally.

In psychology, we aim to deliver an engaging, 
inspiring and challenging curriculum that 
promotes skills of investigation, questioning 
analysis, and critical thinking. The intent of the 
Psychology curriculum is to develop all pupils’ 
understanding of psychology as a science while 
igniting and maintaining a curiosity about how 
our minds and behaviours help to shape, and 
are in turn shaped by, the world around us.

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/provisional-entries-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-summer-2022-exam-series/provisional-entries-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-summer-2022-exam-series#as-and-a-level-entries
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• At William Howard we teach the AQA A level psychology specification.

• AQA A-level psychology offers an engaging and effective introduction 
to Psychology. Students will learn the fundamentals of the subject 
and develop skills valued by Higher Education (HE) and employers, 
including critical analysis, independent thinking and research.

• AQA A level psychology has been developed in conjunction with 
teachers, HE providers, and and the British Psychological Society to 
produce a clear, up-to-date and stimulating specification with a 
coherent and holistic programme of study.
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In year 12 we will cover the units examined on 
paper 1 and paper 2 of the final exam.
Research methods is taught alongside more 
applied areas of the course to aid students 
developing understanding of how psychological 
research is conducted.
Likewise the approaches unit is broken up and 
the different approaches are covered individually, 
either the week before or the week after sections 
of the course to which they have a particular 
reference.
The memory unit is taught first as an 
understanding of how memory works can 
facilitate transition to A level.
The content of the Paper 3 paper is covered in 
year 13, while student also revise the content 
covered in year 1.
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Over the course of the A level students will develop skills in: 

• Designing and conducting psychological research

• Independent working and study

• Critical thinking

• Academic writing

• Organisation and time management.

Students will be shown a number of strategies to support them with the 
development of their skills. Progress is monitored and support gradually 
withdrawn as they mature and become more independent.
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Over the course of years twelve and thirteen, students will develop the 
skills to:

• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of psychological concepts, 
theories, research studies, research methods and ethical issues in relation 
to the specified content

• apply psychological knowledge and understanding of the specified content 
in a range of contexts

• analyse, interpret and evaluate psychological concepts, theories, research 
studies and research methods in relation to the specified  content

• evaluate therapies and treatments including in terms of their 
appropriateness and effectiveness.
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Psychology is a new subject at A-level for 
WHS students, so there is lots of new 
subject specific vocabulary to learn.

To support students with this we:

• List the relevant key terms for each 
specification point on the student 
organisers.

• Expect students to base their pre-reading 
notes on definitions for key terms

• Encourage students to use psychological 
terms in their responses to in class 
questioning

• Advocate and support the use of frayer
model flashcards to learn and revise key 
vocab.

• Encourage students to think about the 
relevant vocabulary when planning 
responses to extended writing questions.
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Teacher expectations

• Students arrive at all lessons on time.

• Students arrive to all lessons with their psychology folder, and 
equipment(blue pen, pencil, ruler, and calculator as a minimum).

• Student’s folders will contain notes on the information they have been 
asked to read in preparation for the lesson. These notes will have been 
made in black ink and will have gaps where they can easily be added to 
using blue ink in class.

• Psychology folders will be organised as per the folder contents sheet.

• Students will actively participate in all lesson activities in a focused and 
timely manner.
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Student expectations 

• Lessons will begin with a short retrieval practice activity which allows 
students to revisit previously learned material.

• There will be a teacher led activity which allows students to add to their 
preparation notes, and ask questions relating to any aspect of the topic 
they do not yet understand.

• They will be asked questions using either “cold call” or hands up 
questioning techniques.

• There will be an independent activity which further consolidates their 
learning

• They will receive feedback on their learning.  
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• As psychologists we are conscious that 
the way students arrange their notes 
and folders can reflect the way they 
store information within their 
memory.

• We are quite prescriptive about how 
notes and folders should be arranged, 
and we explain why and how to 
students.

• Folders are checked periodically to 
ensure students meet these 
expectations.

• The regularity of folder checks is 
differentiated to meet individual 
needs
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Informal/formative assessments.

• Students self or peer mark 
independent in class activities 
using a different colour and are 
encouraged to annotate their 
work for future reference.

• Teacher assesses and gives 
feedback as they walk around 
the room

• Folder scrutinise

• Feedback to teacher from 
SENECA

Formal /Summative Assessments

• At the end of each unit students 
sit an end of topics test using 
exam style questions.

• Internal examinations

• In year 13 students also have 
revision topic test on the year 1 
material they have been asked 
to revise
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Written feedback on extended writing and test 
papers is shown to the left but we use a variety 
of additional feedback mechanisms in 
psychology.

E.G. Often on tests students are given the 
chance to self-mark and annotate, before 
handing in for teacher marking.  Additionally, 
after papers are handed back, they will receive 
general verbal feedback and are encouraged to 
reflect on their priorities for improvement on 
that topic.

Additionally, students will  generally self and 
peer mark informal class activities. Students 
also receive verbal teacher feedback 
throughout the lesson, this may include verbal 
and written feedback from folder scrutinise  on 
the quality of their independent study and 
organisation
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In psychology students are expected to 
read and make preliminary notes on new 
material before we cover it in lessons.  
This enables them to further develop 
their skills in reading comprehension.

In addition, students are encouraged to 
read more widely around the subject by:

Being shown and encouraged to use the 
psychology area in the school library

Having a wealth of topic related extra 
resources on the FF pages

Being expected to read and review one 
piece of psychological writing not related 
to the specification per half term

Being encouraged to subscribe to the blog 
published by the BPS
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Teachers will annotate seating plans to log needs of individual students and strategies to 
these needs.

Discrete dots will indicate student needs/ relevant info to be checked on edulink as per the 
code to the right .

Where students are under achieving or need more support student action plans will be 
produced and reviewed with teacher, seating plans may refer to these for more detail.
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WHS psychology uses a flipped approach.
Students are expected to complete a 
minimum of 5 hours per week independent 
study.  Of this around 3 hours will be to read 
the relevant textbook pages for the following 
week, and make preliminary notes which they 
are expected to add to in lessons.
Students are provided with an organiser for 
each half term which includes the 
specification reference, key terms associated 
with the topic, and a link to find the relevant 
information in the textbook and the VLE.
In addition students are encouraged to revise 
previously learned material for at least 2 hours 
per week.  Resources to support this are 
provided via the VLE.
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WHS psychology has links with the psychology 
department at the university of Cumbria.  
This has lead to students being able to participate 
in workshops delivered by university tutors, the 
opportunity to be participants in current 
psychological research , and work experience 
placements where students have been able to work 
on a piece of psychological research at the 
university.


