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Business Studies is one of the most international study subjects in the world, due to how broad the subject 
is. As a broad subject in the social sciences, business studies opens the study field to a focus of specialties 
such as accountancy, finance, organisation, human resources management and marketing.

Students who study business studies aim:

To develop a critical understanding of organisations and their ability to meet society’s needs and wants.

Understand that business behaviour can be studied from a range of perspectives.

Generate enterprising and creative approaches to business opportunities, problems and issues.

Be aware of the ethical dilemmas and responsibilities faced by organisations, problems and issues.

Acquire a range of relevant business and generic skills, including decision making, problem solving, the 
challenging of assumptions and critical analysis.
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Business Studies is a practical subject where students can apply the academic principles learned in the 
classroom to real-world situations. We work closely with the local business community to gain an 
understanding of the complexities of running a business in an ever changing economic landscape.

Year 12 students learn and apply a wide knowledge of business with theme 1: marketing and people, 
including marketing, managing people and entrepreneurs and leadership. Theme 4: global business 
globalisation which covers global markets and business, expansion, global marketing, global industries 
and companies.

Year 13 students learn and apply their knowledge from Y12 and the exam techniques they have 
mastered into theme 3 in business, decisions and strategy, covering business growth, decision making 
techniques, influences on business decisions, assessing competitiveness, managing change. And in 
theme 2 managing business activities, raising finance, managing finance, resource management, 
external influences.

The A level qualification is from the EDEXCEL exam board.
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A Level Paper 1 Will assess marketing, people and global businesses.  
Questions will be drawn from Theme 1 and Theme 4, 
and from local, national and global contexts

A Level Paper 2 Questions will be drawn from Themes 2 and 3, and from local, national 
and global contexts.

A Level Paper 3 Will assess context from across all four themes, questions will be drawn 
from national and global contexts.  For Paper 3 there is a pre-released 
context documentation

Paper 1 and Paper 2 are out of 100 and have a 35% exam weighting each
Paper 3 is out of 100 and has an exam weighting of 30%.  
All three exams are two hours for each paper



Respect | Resilience | Responsibility    Be the best you can be!

Key Terms 
are all 
available in 
the online 
text book 
and on the 
VLE
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Marking Grid

Self, Peer and Teacher 
Marking Feedback Form



Respect | Resilience | Responsibility    Be the best you can be!

The A level is heavily resourced for 
students including a specific business 
studies page for the students to access 
all lesson and study materials needed.  
There is an on-line text book, key terms, 
calculation practice, exam criteria map, 
question structures and marking 
templates. 

Online resources are recommended 
from tutor2u and two teachers websites 
as well as tv documentaries and 
business podcasts to bring the subject 
to life and give it real world context.
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In Business Studies feedback to students is frequently verbal.  All 
students have regular 1-1 meetings following an assessment to create 
an action plan to improve upon, enabling students to progress and be 
ambitious in their tasks.

Formative assessment takes place part way through each theme of 
study. This may take the form of:

Live Marking when students are undertaking essay questions by 
writing exam board codes beside the work for example UOC (use of 
context), AP (application of context), AN (analysis of context) Quan 
(number related data) PEE (point explain expand to show cause and 
effect). Self-review using the mark schemes for the given question 
and then marking their own question against the grade criteria. 

All students meet their teacher once a week to review their 
homework, notes outside of lesson and to mark an exam question 
they have undertaken using the exam board question finder on the 
school VLE.
Summative assessment is after each end of unit assessment or exam 
paper.
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We work to the exam board schemes of work.  At the 
end of each taught unit of work there are one hour 
assessments assessed using an exam board mark 
scheme.

When a full theme is completed the students are 
assessed. For theme 1 students are assessed with a 
past paper for AS as this focuses on theme 1 only and 
for theme 2 we do the same.

When theme 1 and 4 have been taught students are 
assessed using the exam board past paper 1 and 
when theme 2 and 3 have both been taught we assess 
using paper 2 from the exam board.

A pre release overview of paper 3 is released by the 
exam board in the Autumn term and we buy in 
practice exam papers from tutor2u to assess this 
exam as it is a different topic each year.  The mark 
scheme however, remains the same for all three 
exams.
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Recall: 
‘Previously..’

Exposition Application
Review & 

Reflect

Lessons will be in a classroom or an IT room

Examples of retrieval
• Question and 

answer (cold call/ 
hands up/ PPPB)

• Today in the news 
Register Question

Examples of exposition
• Teacher show-and-

tell process, 
technique, 
explanation.

• Video
• Exploring resources/ 

documents
• Analysis of exemplar 

work
• Individual modelling

Examples of Application
• Developing/completing 

tasks independently 
and teacher driven. 
This may be theory 
notes, exam revision, 
questions, sketches, 
online code tasks, 
scaffolding exam 
questions

Examples of Review
• Teacher questions
• Feedback from exam 

questions
• Quizzes
• Written tasks
• Evaluations
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Students use the exam board recommended 
text book to accompany their course from Ian 
Marcouse.  There are physical copies to collect 
from the school library an a virtual copy 
available on the school VLE.

At the start of each lesson students read out a 
news item for the day linked to business.  
Students are all asked to read out the case 
study for an exam question and analyse why we 
have been given particular information.

There is a page on the School VLE with 
additional reading students can undertake.  We 
have a link with the Business faculty at the 
University of Cumbria and with advance notice 
students can book the library in the University 
to look at their books and journals
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Exposition - Cascading 
questions passing from 
one student to another 
linked to an exam case 

study offering  a 
comprehensive 
description and 

explanation of an idea or 
exam theory

Application -
Researching key 

areas linked to the 
topic or case study in 
paper 3 and applying 

them to specific 
questions?

Retrieval - Discussion 
on news topics and 

student explains how 
this links to the 

specification

Reflection - Students have the 
opportunity to reflect on their feedback, 
improve their work based on feedback 
and hand in for resubmission to see if 
their grade improves.
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Seating plans are held on Edulink and updated on that platform as 
needed. The school requires that these are additionally printed out and held in a file, with 
annotations.

Overall schemes of work include reference to suggested adaptations for classes and 
students where such is deemed appropriate:

Short- and medium-term class teacher planning includes adaptive strategies identified for 
specific students or groups and are held with the teacher records – these are working 
notes and as such are updated frequently. Adaptive strategies incorporate any specific 
EHCP/ ‘passport’ advice and requirements. These are held on Edulink for data security.
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Business studies is linked to the real world and we work closely with our local business community.

William Howard is a member of Carlisle Ambassadors and students are able to meet with local 
businesses and hear about what is happening in our local area.

All students are encouraged to apply for the dream placement scheme each year through the Centre for 
Leadership Performance.  During the placement the students shadow the CEO of a company and see 
how a business is run from a leadership perspective.

Guest speakers regularly come into the classroom linked to an area of study and students visit our local 
town centre to undertake research with businesses to gauge the local economy.
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Sixth form students have bespoke homework linked to the areas that they need to 
develop following feedback. 

In addition the students have a range of resources to access both on the VLE and in 
text books and the tasks are directed to be completed in the students free lessons 
in school.

Each student needs to be completing at least one exam question per week.

A set of definitions will be given once a month as an additional homework to revise 
for in class recall


