
 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! The end of last term and the Christmas activities seem like a distant 

memory. However, now is the time to reflect on the successes of 2023 before we move 

on to what’s ahead in 2024.  

 

Auction Assembly  

One of the highlights of the final days of term was the Auction Assembly. Year 9 students could bid for treats and 

prizes using their housepoints. Some students grouped together to pool their housepoints and it was great to see 

some positive collaboration amongst the year group. It was also a reminder that positive behaviour - as well as 

supporting learning - has its rewards.  

 

Santa Dash  

A William Howard tradition is the Santa 

Dash: every Christmas, students put on 

Santa themed garments and take part in 

a cross country run in their PE lesson. It’s 

always a positive event and even for 

those who start the run grumbling about 

the rain and the cold, the blood soon 

starts flowing and spirits run high! 

 

 

William Howard Librarians  

After several weeks learning the ropes, Year 9 Student Librarians, 

Katherine and Rosie have completed their training. Acquiring new skills, 

building up confidence and learning how to deal with the public were 

all part of the process. They now each have a library duty once a week, 

when they stamp and issue books to students, shelve the newly returned 

copies and run our stationery shop. They have certainly earned their 

Student Librarian badge and high praise from the Library staff! 

  



BBC Bitesize Careers Roadshow 

The BBC Bitesize Careers Tour stopped off in 

William Howard School in November, 

delivering information about the diversity of 

opportunities available and advice on how to 

pursue a career in a range of settings. 

In a panel style discussion, the host was BBC 

Sports presenter and BBC Stoke Radio 

Broadcaster, Lucas Yeoman. The panellists 

included Yas Rai, a Freelance Producer who 

this year has worked on The Voice with Will i Am, Olly Murs, Anne Marie and Tom Jones. Yas spoke about her 

route from school to working in TV and how subjects at school, particularly Performing Arts, supported her career 

ambitions. 

Fellow panellist was Oliver Hill, a freelance researcher working with a range of industry experts for BBC Bitesize 

Careers as part of their education team. He has recently worked with Greg James on Rise and Fall, and The Great 

British Sewing Bee. 

The third panellist was Kerry Jardine who is Commercial Assistant at Carlisle United. Kerry talked about her route 

into her role and how she is part of the team that designed the popular fruit salad football strip. She spoke about 

how sponsorship and working with businesses allows the club to grow. 

 

Maths  

In Maths, Eduard Brisca achieved 100% in his last test. Other high achievers were Libby Shield, Shane Little and 

Jayden Inglis. 

 

Computing  

Eduard also revealed his star quality in the recent BEBRAS 

challenge. The BEBRAS Computing Challenge introduces 

computational thinking to students. It is organised in over 60 

countries and designed to get students all over the world excited 

about computing. Last November over 365,000 students took 

part in the UK, and over 3 million worldwide. Each participant 

answers questions that focus on computational and logical 

thinking, and William Howard students invariably show 

themselves to be powerful competitors. 

It was fabulous to see 21 of our students gain Gold at BEBRAS 

this year - Eduard was in the top two recipients of the Gold award. Oxford Challenge here we come! 

Eduard said: “Some of the questions looked difficult to begin with but once you tried them, they weren’t too 

bad.” 

Language Leaders  

The Year 9 Language Leaders are exemplary students who 

are working enthusiastically and efficiently to promote 

languages in KS3. 

They are currently working on fun games and activities for 

a Languages Club on Tuesdays at second break.  

 

 



Boccia  

Last term, our Boccia team headed to Penrith to compete in the 

County Final. There were six teams in all from secondary schools 

across Cumbria – our team, one from Sandgate School in Kendal, 

two from Queen Elizabeth School in Kirby Lonsdale, one from 

Netherhall in Maryport and one from Cumbria Academy for 

Autism, in Workington. 

Competition was fierce! There was some fantastic boccia played 

by all the students, with some very closely fought games. 

WHS Boccia Coach, Mrs Croucher said: “Our WHS team played 

better than I had ever seen them play and Andrew made some 

excellent tactical decisions for the team as their captain. They were calm and focussed, winning all their games 

(some more easily than others).” 

The team was crowned county champions and will now go on to 

represent Cumbria along with teams from Queen Elizabeth School 

and Sandgate School at the North-West Boccia Finals in Liverpool 

in March. 

Huge congratulations to Emily Kennon, Samuel Kileen-McGuirk and 

Andrew Kyle on their win. 

Tremendous well done also to our Year 9 Sports Leaders who 

officiated once again and did a wonderful job. 

 

 

In February, we have an inclusive sports leadership day for some of 

our Year 9 students. Then in March our table cricket team will take 

part in the North Cumbria Table Cricket Competition and our Boccia 

team will go on to defend their title at the North West Regional 

Finals in Liverpool. Exciting times ahead! 

 

 

 

 

Netball  

Mrs Henderson has sent a massive thank you 

to the Year 9 girls netball team for their 

attitude and commitment to netball training. 

A dedicated and competitive group of about 

10 players; they attend training every 

Monday in Break 2 to practice their skills and 

develop games play. 

More students are always welcome to join. 

 

  



Music  

The William Howard School Choir had an awe-

inspiring time, performing at the University of 

Cumbria’s graduation ceremony at Carlisle 

Cathedral, along with pupils from Castle Carrock 

School and Longtown Primary School. 

Mrs Cooper said: “This was a wonderful 

opportunity for students to sing in a magnificent 

venue at such a prestigious event. It also gave 

students a chance to think about their futures and 

perhaps aspire to Higher Education.” 

The choir gave a further stunning performance at 

the cathedral during the William Howard School 

Presentation Evening at the beginning of January. 

Year 9 Choir members are: Albert Hawkin, Elias Hershon, Aidan Hodgson, Phoebe Jackson, Bella Judd and Mya 

Gilmour. 

Year 9 Orchestra members are: Dmytro Pereima, Albert Hawkins, Elias Hershon and Aidan Hodgson. 

 

Outdoor Learning  

The new Year 9 Outdoor Learning course rounded off the term with their own mini search and rescue adventure 

at Talkin Tarn on Friday. For the past 6 weeks, the students had been completing the search and rescue module 

for the course, so it was time to put what they had learned into action. 

During the afternoon, students were tested in problem solving, first aid and navigation to complete a real-life 

search and rescue scenario. They had to locate the casualties, administer first aid then call and hand over the 

rescue to the emergency services. Our very own Sixth Formers acted as the casualties for the afternoon. 

 

We were delighted to 

have members of 

Cumbria Fire and Rescue 

Service along to provide 

some extra training with 

all their necessary 

equipment and expertise. 

  



Year 9 Options 

This term, Year 9 will be making their KS4 option choices. These choices, along with English, Maths and Science, 

will be the GCSE and BTEC courses they will complete at the end of Year 11. In the coming weeks, further 

information will be sent home and there will be an Options Assembly on Tuesday, 12th March and an Options 

Evening on Wednesday, 13th March. Students and parents will have the opportunity to meet members of staff 

from a range of departments to discuss the details of new courses. 

Over the coming weeks, specialist subject staff will be making guest appearances in Year 9 assembly to present 

information about their courses and answer questions. Some students will also be invited to taster sessions to 

find out what will be required of them in specific areas.  

It’s an exciting time – please do not hesitate to ask questions or contact the Year Group Team to find out more 

details. My aim for Year 10 is get off to a flying start with students engaged and achieving in subjects they love! 

The Year 9 Character Curriculum has been so successful this year and it will be great to see this positive love for 

learning continue next year! 

 

Uniform  

Thank you all for your support with uniform. Year 9 always look so smart around school, setting a fantastic 

example for younger students and showing their commitment to our values of Respect, Responsibility and 

Resilience. Many students had acrylic nails over Christmas. As these are a health and safety hazard and can 

prevent students from participating in some subjects, these must now be removed.  

Shoes must be polishable, make up minimal and leggings are not allowed. I know there are times when shoes get 

wet or washing machines break down or teenagers walk out of the house dressed immaculately and somehow 

manage to arrive in school in full make up and enormous eyelashes; your communication is always appreciated at 

these times so we can work together to maintain standards. If there are problems with uniform, do not hesitate 

to get in touch. 

 

Attendance  

As ever, consistent attendance is important for achievement. At this time of year there are all kinds of coughs and 

colds, but it helps to minimise absence as much as possible. There are times when there are family events that 

take place in term time; however, requests for time off in term time are likely to unauthorised and, again, my 

advice is to minimise time off school as much as possible. 

I am looking forward to catching up with you in March when we have the Options Evening. Until then, thank you 

for all the support you give us in delivering a high-quality education to this amazing year group!   

 

Ms Ledger, Director of Learning (Year 9) 
sledger@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk 
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