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Making the right choices at WHS 

It is an exciting time for our Year 9 students to be 

choosing their GCSEs. We have subject staff to support 

the process giving key information about each subject. 

The Year Group team will support every student to make 

the right choice for them. We are proud of our 

curriculum offer at William Howard and believe we 

deliver a strong academic curriculum with many unique 

options to supplement a truly broad and balanced offer.  

What matters now is picking the right learning pathway 

for success in 2028.  

This booklet, alongside our Options Evening, tutor and 

assembly programme, should combine to give students 

and their families the information required to make the 

best choices.  

 

Our aspirations for our students 

A curriculum exists for those it serves. If our Key 
Stage 4 curriculum is successful, it will allow our 
students when they leave us to “Be The Best They 
Can Be.”  

Our curriculum is underpinned by our values, and as 
such we seek to ensure our students show the 
following characteristics when they leave our 
institutions: 

Responsibility  

They will understand their place in society, valuing their own 

contributions to social and economic activity and always be 

dedicated to lifelong learning and enjoyment of their 

endeavours. Our students will be self-motivated to drive their 

own learning and fully understand the role they can play as 

citizens of their school, their local community and their world. 

Our learners understand the different needs of others and 

believe they can make a difference. Across our Trust we 

constantly seek to forge, sustain and deepen our relationships to 

provide the best we can for our students.  

Respect  

British values underpin our beliefs and actions. Our students will 

be tolerant and respectful, taking care of others and valuing 

personal and shared resources. They will be understanding and 

reflective; being willing to reason and accept new people, new 

ideas and new challenges. They will make a meaningful 

contribution to their communities and families.  

We all acknowledge people are good at different things and that 

we can all learn from each other. We show care for the 

environment and have the highest expectations of our own 

behaviours in how we interact with people with different beliefs. 

Resilience  

They will understand and embrace challenges, be continual with 

effort in the face of adversity. As a result, our students will 

develop their own self-esteem and self-respect enabling them to 

cope with challenge and to accept that personal growth comes 

from taking risks and experiencing failure. They will develop 

problem solving skills and self-help strategies to live a fulfilling 

and healthy life. They will be given opportunities across the 

curriculum to demonstrate perseverance, build aspirations for 

the future and experience challenge.  

William Howard School is proud to be part of Cumbria Education Trust, responsible 

for the education of more than 6000 pupils and students across 18 schools. 

Key Events and Dates 

PARENTS AND OPTIONS EVENING:  
Wednesday, 25th February 2026 

This is an opportunity to speak to your child’s 

current teachers about their progress to date in Year 

9 and their potential in each subject going forward. 

Subjects that are not offered at KS3 can be visited 

during the evening at their subject stands.  

DEADLINE 

All option forms are to be completed by Friday, 13th 

March 2026 
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Our Curriculum Principles 

At William Howard School, we believe passionately in 

ensuring we can provide each student with a curriculum 

that will challenge them, engage them and give them the 

right skills and qualifications to progress on to the next 

phase of their learning and beyond.  

It is vitally important that we ensure the curriculum we 

offer sets students up to be motivated, successful and 

ready for the next stage of their education and training. 

Students at William Howard follow a two-year Key Stage 4, 

recognised as best practice across the country by the 

Department for Education and Ofsted.  

 

All students follow a core academic curriculum with a 

broad and balanced set of option subjects. This will allow 

every student to develop academically and creatively, 

whilst also providing them with diverse option choices 

from Geography and Drama to Childcare and Religious 

Studies. Whether our students’ aspirations are to progress 

on to university, apprenticeships, or vocational training, 

we aim to give them a firm foundation for their future. 
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Core Subjects 

There are some core subjects that all students have to 

study, as part of the National Curriculum. These are: 

• GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

• GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE  

• GCSE MATHS  

• GCSE SCIENCE 

(Students will be advised as to whether they should 

consider the combined or triple science route). 

• CORE PE  

• PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT  

Option Subjects 

Students make three choices in addition to the core 

subjects listed above. One of the choices must be 

Geography, History, Computer Science, or a language. 

They can, of course, choose more than one of these.  

At WHS we believe passionately in enabling students to 

explore the arts, and enable students to study a creative, 

expressive subject alongside their other qualifications. 

Please note that it may not be possible for every student 

to do every subject they have selected, but we will 

endeavour to make this possible.  

All courses are offered subject to viable numbers of 

students selecting the subject. There may also be slight 

alterations to the courses outlined in this booklet. 

What qualifications do students study 

for? 

All students study predominantly GCSEs. Since 2018 the 

format of GCSEs has changed. GCSEs are now graded 

under the new numerical grading structure. If students 

choose to study a GCSE they will achieve a grade 1- 9. 

Grade 4 is a standard pass and a grade 5 is a strong pass. 

Students who do not achieve a grade 4 or above in 

English and Maths are expected to continue to study the 

subjects post 16.  

If students choose to study a BTEC they will achieve a 

Level 1 or 2 Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*.  

 

Guided Option Process 

Our Key Stage 4 curriculum is based on a guided options 

process. We will support students and parents in making 

the right decisions for their options so that they can be 

successful and thrive within their academic studies as 

they enter into Year 10. Students who are taking separate 

sciences (triple science) will have one less hour of PE, to 

allow the additional time to study their science subjects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More than just qualifications 

A student’s experience throughout Key Stage 4 is much 

more than just the qualifications they study. A happy and 

successful experience in Key Stage 4 involves students 

engaging and taking every opportunity within and 

outside the curriculum. Work experience and mock 

interviews can open doors and opportunities to the next 

stage of education or training. Fieldwork in Geography 

motivates those wanting to explore and know more 

about the physical world. Supporting younger students in 

academia and sport is a key role our KS4 students play, 

and we believe it is very important that they contribute 

to the lower school at WHS raising aspirations and 

displaying our core behaviours. Students also have the 

opportunity to complete their Duke of Edinburgh Awards 

working their way through Bronze and Silver to aspire 

one day to finishing with Gold in the Sixth Form.  

The final celebration of KS4 comes in the form of the Year 

11 Prom and a Leavers Day.  
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William Howard School Sixth Form 

Looking beyond Year 11, it is important that students are 

supported in choosing the course that is right for them. 

Throughout their Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) students 

will have a rich advice and guidance programme where 

they will be given an insight into the different options 

available. We are proud of the success of our Sixth Form 

provision, allowing students to access high quality 

academic, creative and vocational courses. Entry into 

Year 12 at our Sixth Form will not depend on which GCSE 

route students follow, as long as they achieve the 

required GCSE entry grades in the subjects they have 

selected for A Level and BTEC study. It is worth noting 

that some universities and colleges require a language 

pass (likely to be grade 5 or above) at GCSE for some 

courses, although not all. Employers can also look 

favourably at a good language pass at GCSE level.  

 

More than just qualifications, our Sixth Form is full of 

opportunities, from foreign trips to Iceland to being 

selected on the Head Student or Prefect Leadership 

Team. Maybe it’s the Sixth Form Derby or charity work 

that appeals more to your child, but one thing is for sure 

- there is a place in WHS Sixth Form for everyone who 

achieves the suggested entry grades and criteria for each 

course.  

 

Making an Informed Choice 

To make an informed choice students are encouraged to 

follow the advice below: 

• Read all course information in this booklet. Know what 

is expected. 

• Speak to teaching staff during Options Evening. 

• Talk to students who are currently studying the courses 

for a student perspective. 

• Research different pathways post 16 to determine 

what subjects you may need.  

• Discuss as a family and keep an open mind. 

• Do not pick a subject because of a teacher, there is no 

guarantee that teacher will be teaching the course. 

• Always have a backup plan in case a course does not 

run.  

• Take your time - it may not be possible to change 

course once all options have been chosen. 
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This copy is for you to keep. Enter a tick for your first choice and choose two reserve options: 

OPTION 1    OPTION 2    OPTION 3   

Art    Design Engineering    Dance   

Child Development BTEC    Food Prep & Nutrition    French   

Computer Science    Geography   Geography  

Drama   History    Media Video BTEC  

Geography   Music   Photography  

History   Product Design   Spanish  

RE   Spanish   Sport and PE  

 

Reserve choice 1:  

Reserve choice 2:  

 

Please complete the online form with your choices by Friday, 13th March.  

A link to the form can be found on our website here: 

https://www.williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk/parent-hub/ks4-options/ 

Options Columns 

Please choose one subject from each column.   

All students must choose at least one of the following: a 

language, Computer Science, History or Geography. This 

forms part of the guided pathway, as directed by the 

Department for Education. 

Try to avoid similar subjects to ensure a breadth of choice. 

Please be aware that courses are subject to change 

due to exam board amendments and, in the current 

funding climate, courses will only run if numbers 

opting make it financially viable. Therefore, we ask all 

students to choose 2 different subjects as a reserve. 
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CORE SUBJECTS  
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COURSE  OPTION S 
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Who is it for? 
Anyone who thinks they might want to work with children up to the age 

of 5 should consider taking this course. Students do not need to have 

any particular skills to do this course, but they will need to be interested 

in the development of children from 0–5 years old and will need to 

undertake work experience in relevant settings.  

 

What does the course cover? 
There are three units in the course we are offering:  

1.  Children’s Growth and Development 

On completion students should: 

• Understand the growth and 

development of children 

• Understand the characteristics 

of children’s development from 

birth up to eight years 

• Understand how adults in early 

year’s settings can support 

children’s development 

This unit is internally assessed and 

externally moderated.  It is a 

controlled assignment which will 

take approximately 10 hours to 

complete in exam conditions in the 

classroom environment. 

It will include the growth and 

development of a particular age 

range and a chosen development 

and two case studies of children of 

different ages and abilities. 

2.  Learning through Play 

On completion students should: 

• Understand how children play 

• Understand the different 

stages and types of play 

• Understand how children's 

learning can be supported 

through play 

• What the adult’s role is in play 

activities 

This unit is internally assessed and 

externally moderated.  It is a 

controlled assignment which will 

take approximately 10 hours to 

complete in exam conditions in the 

classroom environment. 

It will include writing an article about 

a child of a certain age and how they 

will play, creating an activity plan for 

a child of a set age and creating a 

play experience for a group of 

children of a given age 

3.  Supporting Children to Play, Learn and Develop 

On completion students should:  

• Understand how individual 

needs impact on play, learning 

and development 

• Know how to create safe 

environments to support play 

• Be able to adapt play to 

promote inclusive learning and 

development 

This unit is the externally examined 

unit and will cover everything that 

has been taught in the coursework 

units in addition to the new content. 

  

CHILD DEVELOPMENT BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award 

How is the course assessed? 

There is one external examination 

and all other work is internally 

assessed by the school and the 

Exam Board check the quality of 

our assessment, by sampling work 

which will be sent for moderation 

each year.   

Assessment is completed through 

a series of set assignments. The 

Exam Board sets the controlled 

assessment, and it is completed in 

school under exam conditions 

supervised by your teacher. 

Is it possible to progress from 

this course into the Sixth Form? 

Yes, you would be able to go on 

and study BTEC Level 3 Health and 

Social Care.  

Is there any other important 

information? 

The course will be taught for three 
hours per week with no 
compulsory homework.  
 
For more information, please 
contact Mrs Nettleton. 



 
 

What will I learn? 

The elements of the course are: 

1. Systems architecture  

2. Memory and storage  

3. Computer networks, connections & protocols  

4. Network security  

5. Systems software 

6. Ethical, legal, cultural & environmental impacts of digital technology  

7. Algorithms  

8. Programming fundamentals  

9. Producing robust programs 

10. Boolean logic  

11. Programming languages & Integrated Development Environments 

The course is a mixture of theory (so students understand the enduring principles, relevant mathematical skills 

and abstract concepts of Computer Science) and computational thinking and practice (so students learn how to 

solve problems, write efficient code and build working systems). It provides opportunities for students to explore 

the wider societal and ethical issues associated with Computer Science and to develop as responsible 

practitioners.  

What about exams? 

As with all GCSE qualifications, the external assessment is by formal, end of course examination.  

There are two written exam papers, or Components, in this subject, each lasting 90 minutes. Component 01: 

Computer Systems introduces students to the central processing unit (CPU), computer memory and storage, data 

representation, wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system security and system software. It also 

looks at ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns associated with computer science. Component 02: 

Computational thinking, algorithms and programming, asks that students apply knowledge and understanding 

gained in component 01. They develop skills and understanding in computational thinking: algorithms, 

programming techniques, producing robust programs, computational logic and translators. 

What’s the difference between Computer Science and IT? 

IT and Computer Science are two distinct subjects, with different aims and objectives. You need to decide 

whether you want to be better at using computers to achieve a specific design or communication task, in which 

case you would be better suited to IT study, and Computer Science might be less comfortable for you. If you feel 

you are better at the technical elements of computer function and control, this is the course for you.   

Do I need a computer at home? 

No – but you will need to be prepared to put in an equal amount of time outside lessons as in class to make sure 

you understand the theory and can apply it in practice. Coursework notes are kept in your own exercise book and 

on several online classroom environments so you can refer to your experiences throughout your studies to help 

you learn what you need. 

Can I go on to A Level?  

Yes – this course leads directly into the A Level. 

 

COMPUTER SCIENCE GCSE  

Want to know more?  

Contact Ms Angland in ICT 



   

 

   

 

 
Dance is an expressive subject, which encourages students to develop 
their creative, physical, emotional and intellectual capacity, whatever 
their previous experience in the subject.  

GCSE Dance follows the AQA Syllabus, which consists of 2 components. You will 

study a range of dance styles including contemporary dance and develop your 

ability to perform, choreograph and analyse professional dance works.  

Throughout the course you will be taught technique, performance skills and have 

opportunities to perform in showcases. Other opportunities could include theatre 

trips to see live dance and workshops with professional dance practitioners. 

 

What will I be learning about?   

Students will follow: 

1. Performance and Choreography (60%) 2. Dance Appreciation (40%) 

Performance (30%) 

• Two set phrases performed as a soloist (approx. 

1 minute in duration each) 

• Duet/trio performance (3½ minutes in duration) 

Choreography (30%) 

• A solo or group choreography from a stimulus 

set by the exam board 

• Solo (2 to 2½ minutes) 

• Group choreography for 2 to 5 dancers (3 

to 3½ minutes) 

A written examination testing your knowledge and 

understanding of choreographic processes, performance 

skills and six set professional works. These include: 

• Artificial Things – choreographed by Lucy Bennett 

• A Linha Curva - choreographed by Itzik Galili 

• Infra – choreographed by Wayne Macgregor  

• Shadows – choreographed by Christopher Bruce 

• Within Her Eyes – choreographed by James Cousins 

• Emancipation of Expressionism – choreographed by 

Kenrick H20 Sandy 

 

Why should I take GCSE Dance? 

Do you enjoy practical lessons? Do you enjoy being creative? Most of all, do you like to dance? In GCSE dance you 

get the chance to study and work as a soloist and in groups. You should consider taking dance if you aspire to go 

into dance/performing arts/physical theatre/PE, but also GCSE Dance will develop your social skills (transferable 

skills) which will coincide with almost any potential career/job you decide to embark on. 

 

Can I continue my study after GCSE?   

Yes – you can take A Level Dance and  

other suitable A Levels and BTECs such as  

BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in  

Performing Arts. 

 

DANCE GCSE 

For more information, please see Miss Serrechia 



 
 

 

 

Design and Technology offers students 

the ability to use skills and knowledge 

to creatively and independently design 

and make products. The subject 

requires maturity, independence, 

discipline, time management, problem 

solving skills and creativity. 

As our economy begins to rely again on 

the manufacturing industry, we aim to provide courses to prepare students to 

thrive in careers with bright futures. Architecture, industrial design, food 

scientist, fashion designer, interior designer and mechanical engineer are just a 

few of the possible opportunities.   

 

 

 

 

 

The following courses will be offered: 

• AQA Design and Technology:  

Design Engineering and Product Design 

• AQA Food Preparation and Nutrition 

In all GCSE options, students are required not only to sit a written  

examination but also to produce a major piece of coursework.  

In all of the courses the emphasis is on designing and making quality products.  

 

  

Envelope Lamp 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY: DESIGN ENGINEERING and  
PRODUCT DESIGN GCSE 

“Design and Technology is about making things that work well.  

Creating these things is hugely exciting: it is an inventive fun activity”  

Sir James Dyson, Industrial Designer, Inventor and founder of Dyson. 

Here are some websites for you to find 

out more about careers in DT…  

and make an informed choice: 

Help and advice for a Creative Career:  

http://www.creative-choices.co.uk 

Tomorrow’s Engineers: 

http://www.tomorrowsengineers.org.

uk/students/career-finder/ 
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY (Design Engineering / Product Design) 

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently 

and successfully in an increasingly technological world. Students will gain 

awareness and learn from wider influences on Design and Technology including 

historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic factors. Students will 

get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and making and apply 

technical and practical expertise. 

The GCSE allows students to study core technical, designing and making 

principles, including a broad range of design processes, materials techniques and 

equipment. They will also have the opportunity to study specialist technical 

principles in greater depth. 

The DT course is equally weighted between the exam and coursework. A focused, determined and self-disciplined 

approach is needed to overcome problems inherent with designing new products. Students will be expected to 

write a brief and respond to real life situations. The coursework will be completed within each discrete materials 

area, although any material will be able to be utilised to best solve the problem. The context title will be released 

in the Summer just before Year 11 starts, which means that all coursework can only be completed in Year 11. 

Theory will be completed throughout both years to support success in the final exam.  At this point we will 

communicate with you the interim deadlines designed to support student progress.  

The exam covers a variety of core and specific principals where students demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of all material areas and theory from energy production through to smart materials and much, 

much more. The theory expectations are varied and cover design in a much wider context. It’s an exciting 

specification.      

This course will suit independent self-disciplined, creative students who enjoy problem solving, and have an 

interest in the world of design. Students are encouraged to experiment with materials and techniques, take risks 

and be adventurous within the confines of the given context. 

Example contexts include: 

• Addressing the needs of the elderly 

• Children’s learning and development 

• The contemporary home 

 

 

 

What will I learn? 

In Year 10, students will learn how to shape and form a variety 

of materials and make a range of products using the selected 

materials area. Students will learn how design and production 

techniques have influenced the world. Students will focus on 

theory lessons throughout both years.   

In the Summer of Year 11, students will focus on reacting to 

the context with a creative brief and solution. As solutions are 

student driven, they must be determined and resilient. 

Students are expected to make a contribution to the cost of 

materials/ ingredients they choose to use. 

 



 
  

Why should I take Drama at GCSE?  

Drama is an academic subject which aims to inspire creativity and confidence. Whilst the course has 

both practical and written assessments, the lessons are delivered with a practical approach which 

encourage critical thinking. There are also many transferable skills which you will develop from taking 

Drama which can be applied to almost any career path such 

as the use of teamwork, communication and empathy.  

Finally, you should opt for GCSE Drama if you enjoy it! 

 

What will I be learning about?   

The Drama Department will follow the Edexcel Syllabus  

which consists of 3 components. 

1. Devising  40% 

This component deals with devising which is an exciting and 

challenging opportunity to work collaboratively to explore a 

stimulus in order to create an original performance piece.  

There are three areas of focus: 

• Creating and developing the devised performance; 

• The performance; 

• Analysing and evaluating the creative process and the 

group performance. 

2. Performance from Text  20% 

A practical examination of two scripted extracts from a play 

to an audience including a visiting examiner. The 

performances can be any combination of monologue, 

duologue or group performance. 

3. Theatre Makers in Practice  40% 

This is a written exam in two sections: 

1. 6 questions on how we move ‘from page to stage’ 

based on an extract from a set text; 

2. 2 questions on a live theatre performance that you 

have seen. 

   

DRAMA GCSE 

For more information, please see  
Miss Serrechia or Miss Inglesfield 



 
 

 

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which has a focus on theoretical 

knowledge as well as practical skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food 

provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. At its heart, this qualification aims to focus on 

students' practical cookery skills alongside a strong understanding of nutrition.  

 

Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics: 

• Food, nutrition and health 

• Food science 

• Food safety 

• Food choice 

• Food provenance 

 

 

 

The food industry is Britain’s largest industry, and Food Preparation and Nutrition is a useful subject that could 

lead to careers in nutrition, medicine, dietetics, food product development, marketing, manufacturing, 

hospitality, food styling, journalism and many more.  

Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to go on to further study, including the Food Science 

and Nutrition Course at Sixth form, one of many nutrition-based degrees, embark on an apprenticeship or full-

time career in the food industries or medical profession. 

Students will complete 2 non exam assessments worth a total of 50% of the final grade. The first task is a food 

science investigation where students will demonstrate an understanding of the 

working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of ingredients 

through practical activities.   

The second task is a food preparation assessment in which students’ 

knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to planning, 

preparation, nutrition, cooking and presentation of food will be 

evaluated.  Problems to solve and example contexts include: 

• Addressing the nutritional needs of different life stages 

• British and international cuisines  

• Preventing diet related disease and illness 

Students will be expected to provide their own ingredients or pay to cover 

the cost for each practical lesson. 

 

The remaining 50% of the 

grade is a written examination 

that will assess the knowledge 

of food preparation and 

nutrition and is based on the 

five core topics listed above. 

  

FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION GCSE 



In the Languages Department, we’re passionate about the  

benefits that learning a language can bring. We strongly  

believe in languages as a skill for life and something which  

you should enjoy and find rewarding. 

 

Why should I study this course? 

If you enjoy communicating with other people, finding out how language works and learning about different 

countries and cultures, studying GCSE French is an excellent choice for you. 

You will learn to understand a lot more French when you hear it or read it and be able to say and write a lot more 

in French. 

There are many reasons for taking this GCSE course: 

• You will be able to share your interests, ideas and opinions with other people who speak French. 

• You will learn about the Countries where French is spoken and get a lot more from a visit there. 

• You will add an international dimension to your choice of GCSE subjects, which is something many future 

employers and higher education providers look for. 

• You will learn many skills which are useful in a wide range of future careers, such as the ability to communicate 

clearly, being confident about speaking in public, using problem-solving strategies, etc. 

• You will create greater opportunities for yourself to work abroad, or for companies in the UK with 

international links. Many employers look for people who speak a foreign language. 

 

What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course? 

If you’ve studied French at Key Stage 3, you’re well prepared to do this GCSE course. You already know a lot of the 

vocabulary and grammar you’ll need for GCSE. You know how to talk about yourself, your family and friends, your 

hobbies, where you live, school, holidays, food and drink. You’ll build on these topics during your GCSE course, as 

well as moving on to new topics.  

 

What will I Study? 

Themes Within these themes you’ll study these topics 

• My Personal World 

• Media and Technology 

• Lifestyle and Wellbeing 

• Studying and my Future 

• My Neighbourhood 

• Travel and Tourism 

family, friends, relationships, equality, physical 

and mental wellbeing, food and drink, sports, 

places in town, shopping, transport, the natural 

world, environmental issues, social media and 

gaming, future opportunities, school, music, 

film, accommodation, tourism. 

 

  

FRENCH GCSE 



How will I be assessed? 

There are four exams at the end of the course, in Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. Each exam is worth 

25% of your overall grade. You are entered for the same tier, Foundation (F) or Higher (H), for all four papers. 

Listening Speaking Reading Foundation Writing  Higher Writing  

(2 tasks) listening 

comprehension 

(question and 

answers in English), 

dictation (French 

into French). 

(3 tasks) read 

aloud and answer 

2 questions, role 

play, picture task 

with conversation. 

(2 tasks) reading 

comprehension 

(questions and 

answers in English), 

translation from 

French to English. 

(4 tasks) picture-

based task, formal 

writing (40-50 words), 

informal writing (80-

90 words), 

translation. (English 

into French) 

(3 tasks) informal 

writing (80-90 

words), formal 

writing (130-150 

words), translation. 

(English into 

French) 

 

What can I do after the course? 

People with language skills and 

knowledge are highly thought of in the 

modern world. They stand out as 

talented and successful people, with 

broad and exciting horizons! Taking 

GCSE French means you will: 

• have much more fun when travelling 

to a French speaking country 

• be able to study A Level French 

• add an extra dimension to your 

personal skills profile which will 

impress anyone who reads your CV 

• be in a stronger position to get a job 

in companies with international 

links or to work abroad. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is it for?  

Do you want to make sense of the world around you? Geography allows you to get to grips with some of the 

big questions which affect our world. Geography will help you understand the social, economic and physical 

forces and processes which constantly shape and change our world. 

If you are interested in the natural world and all of its challenges and would like to develop a knowledge and 

understanding of current events, then Geography is for you! 

There has never been a better time to study Geography. It is hands on, it is relevant, and it is fun. 

 

 

What does the course cover? 

Students follow the new AQA Geography syllabus. There are three themes of study to this course:  

1. Living with the physical environment (Natural Hazards, UK Physical Landscapes, the Living World) 

2. Challenges in the human environment (Urban Issues, the Changing Economic World, the Challenge of 

Resource Management) 

3. Geographical applications (fieldwork and geographical issues) 

 

How is the course assessed? 

Written exams at the end of Year 11 will enable you to show geographical 

skills, knowledge and understanding. 

There are three papers examining the themes you will study: 

• Paper 1: Living with the physical environment (1 hour 30 minutes - 35%) 

• Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment (1 hour 30 minutes - 35%) 

• Paper 3: Geographical applications (1 hour 30 minutes- 30%) 

Students are examined at the same level, there are no tiered examinations 

and there is no coursework/controlled assessment. All exams are taken at 

the end of Year 11.  

All students will carry out two days of fieldwork, there will be one trip to 

study physical geography (landforms and natural processes), and one to 

study human geography (interaction of humans and their environment). 

 GEOGRAPHY GCSE 

http://vle.williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk/resource.aspx?id=73893&height=1280


 
 

The GCSE History course is a fascinating study of some of the key events of 

the past. Undoubtedly the course is designed to challenge you and it will 

allow you to develop a range of skills that can be used beyond the 

classroom such as oral and written communication, research and 

presentation skills and the development of an enquiring approach to 

the Medieval, Early Modern and Modern world. 

 

Course Delivery 

The aim of the course is to build on the skills students have developed at Key Stage 3. Students will become more 

proficient in using historical sources, as well as looking at representations of the past. A key focus is teaching 

students how to handle the demands of the exam papers. To support this, all students build up a portfolio of 

practice questions, which are marked using the new GCSE exam criteria. This provides them with a bank of 

written feedback and plots their progress over time. Homework will focus on research and exam practice. 

The content of the course is taught through a variety of methods. We use primary sources such as photographs, 

cartoons and posters, as well as textbooks, documentaries and film extracts, to help students develop their 

knowledge and understanding of the past from the Medieval to the Modern period. The department also makes 

extensive use of IT in the classroom to support the learning. 

 

Students are also provided with learning experiences outside of the classroom. We currently offer a trip to Berlin 

for Year 11 History students, and we arrange a Holocaust Survivor talk, which takes place in school for our Year 10 

students. 

 

There are no longer any controlled assessment or coursework components for this course. The course is 100% 

exam-based and all exams must be sat at the end of the course.  

 

 

The components for the course are as follows: 

• A thematic study over time which focuses on change and continuity over a long period of time  

• A study of the historic environment 

• One British depth study – from Medieval, Early Modern or Modern history 

• One non-British wider world depth study – from Medieval, Early Modern or Modern history 

• A period study of at least 50 years 
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Course Content: 

Germany, 1890–1945: Democracy and dictatorship 

This period study focuses on the development of Germany during a turbulent half century of change. It was a period of 

democracy and dictatorship – the development and collapse of democracy and the rise and fall of Nazism. Students will 

study the political, economic, social and cultural aspects of these two developments and the role ideas played in influencing 

change. They will also look at the role of key individuals and groups in shaping change and the impact the developments 

had on them. 

Britain: Health and the people c.1000 to the present day 

This thematic study will enable students to gain an understanding of how medicine and public health developed in Britain 

over a long period of time. It considers the causes, scale, nature and consequences of short and long term developments, 

their impact on British society and how they were related to the key features and characteristics of the periods during 

which they took place. 

Elizabethan England c.1568-1603 

This option allows students to study in depth a specified period, the last 35 years of Elizabeth I's reign. The study will focus 

on major events of Elizabeth I’s reign considered from economic, religious, political, social and cultural standpoints, and 

arising contemporary and historical controversies. 

Conflict and tension between East and West: 1945–1972 

This wider world depth study enables students to understand the complex and diverse interests of different states and 

individuals and the ideologies they represented. It focuses on the causes and events of the Cold War and seeks to show 

how and why conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to resolve the tensions which arose during the Cold War. This 

study also considers the role of key individuals and groups in shaping change and how they were affected by and influenced 

international relations. 

 

We currently offer a trip to Berlin 
for Year 11 History students 



MEDIA (VIDEO PRODUCTION) Edexcel BTEC Level 1 / Level 2  

Tech Award in Creative Digital Media Production  
 
 
 

Film and television continue to be a huge and growing part of the British 

economy, and an increasing number of Universities and Colleges offer 

courses in film, television, digital media skills and animation.  

 

Who is it for? 

Anyone who thinks they might want to work in the media industry should 

seriously think about taking this course. Anyone who enjoys films, television 

programmes and animation or is interested in marketing and wants to know 

more about how they are put together should also consider it, as should anyone 

who wants to develop digital skills including filming and editing.  

You do not need to have any particular skills to do this course, but you will need to be interested in all aspects of 

film & television and other media products like music videos and advertisements. You should be interested in 

learning how to make film. You also need to enjoy working on computers, as this is what you will be doing most of 

the time, and be interested in the media generally, as part of the course covers this.  

What does the course cover? 

There are three components in the course we offer: 

Component 1: Exploring Media Products 

There are two learning aims for this unit: 

• Investigate media products 

• Explore how media products are created to 

provide meaning and engage audiences 

You will study the purpose and audience for media 

products from the three different sectors: 

• Moving image 

• Publishing 

• Interactive 

The assessment for this component will ask you to apply 

your knowledge to a given theme and provide examples 

and case studies to highlight your understanding.  

Component 2: Developing Digital Media Production Skills 

There are three learning aims for this unit: 

• Develop media production skills and techniques 

• Apply media production skills and techniques 

• Review own progress and development of skills 

and practices 

Prior to taking the Component 2 assessment, you will 

spend time learning how to plan, shoot and edit. Expect 

practical sessions to learn camera skills, sound recording 

and editing. For the assessment you will plan and make a 

video using a given theme as a stimulus. This will include 

scripting, storyboarding, camerawork, editing and 

reflection. 

 

  



https://www.youtube.com/user/williamhbroadcast
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/creative-media-production.html
















How will I be assessed? 

There are four exams at the end of the course, in Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. These will take place 

at the end of Year 11 and equivalent to 50 marks each. 

Paper 1: Speaking Paper 2: Listening Paper 3: Reading Paper 4: Writing  

Task 1: Reading aloud (on 

one thematic context) - 

read aloud a short 

passage and answer two 

straightforward opinion-

based questions. 

Task 2: Role play based 

on one of ten possible 

transactional settings – 

ask and answer short 

questions. 

Task 3: Photo card and 

follow up conversation 

based on one thematic 

context you will have 

chosen in advance. 

Section A: Listening 

comprehension – 

multiple choice, multiple 

response and short open 

response questions 

(question and answers in 

English, audio in Spanish). 

Section B: Dictation – 

copy down the Spanish 

that you hear. 2/3 

sentences to be 

completed with single 

words and 3/4 sentences 

copied in full. 

Section A: Reading 

comprehension – 

multiple choice, multiple 

response and short open 

response questions 

(questions and answers in 

English, text in Spanish). 

Section B: Translation 

from Spanish to English. 

Foundation – 5 sentences 

Higher – 1 passage 

 

Foundation: Three open-

response questions and 

one translation (English 

into Spanish) 

Higher: Two open-

response questions and 

one translation (English 

into Spanish) 

 

 

What can I do after the course? 

People with language skills and knowledge are highly thought of in the modern world. They stand out as talented 

and successful people, with broad and exciting horizons! Taking GCSE Spanish means you will: 

• have much more fun when travelling to a Spanish speaking country 

• be able to study A Level Spanish  

• add an extra dimension to your personal skills profile which will impress anyone who reads your CV 

• be in a stronger position to get a job in companies with international links or to work abroad. 
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