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Religious Education and Philosophy are academic and engaging subjects which will open 

students’ minds to the wide range of religious and philosophical worldviews that make up 

our society.

Underpinning our curriculum are three aims for all students;

Learning about myself

Spiritual, Moral and Ethical Development- Students will learn to understand their own world view in relation to 

matters of spirituality, morality and ethics. Through this they will frame and explore questions about meaning 

and purpose in their life.

Learning about others

Developing religious and philosophical knowledge- Students will develop knowledge and understanding of the 

worldviews present in 21st Century Britain. Students will understand the various ways in which the beliefs of 

individuals and groups relate to the choices they make. Students will learn about diversity within religious 

communities, both in beliefs and practice. 

Developing Academic Rigour

Students will learn the skills necessary for to make critical evaluations of truth claims made by faiths and 

philosophies. They will be able to explain and justify their own opinions on matters of belief.

Students will be able to use written and spoken testimonies to develop their knowledge and understanding, 

and to be able to express themselves effectively and efficiently in their speaking and writing.
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Through Key Stage 3 we aim to bring all students to the expected level of attainment for their year 
group. We understand that our students come from a wide range of family back grounds and 
primary school curricula, and there for it is our aim to ensure students have a firm understanding 
of the fundamentals of our subject.

We want to engender in students a drive to flourish in the subject. We know that students will 
excel when they build strong learning relationship with staff and feel that a subject is one where 
they enjoy success. It is our aim through our curricula and the way in which learning is structured 
that we can create all students an attitude where success is valued and appreciated.

We want to prepare students for future success in our subjects. Beyond KS3 there are a number of 
route students take on their RE journey at William Howard School. Weather it is in Philosophy, 
Politics and Economics in Year 9, or Core RE course in KS4 P.D., GCSE Religious Studies, or our A 
Level Philosophy course, we aim to develop in student the personal and academic skills, and the 
disciplinary knowledge necessary to thrive on these courses.
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In year 7 students will study 3 
units that will introduce them to
-the range of different religions 

and worldviews present in 
modern British society.

-some of the largest 
philosophical questions, and the 
skills they need to explore them.

-why there are many different 
denominations within 

Christianity.

In year 8 students will study 3 units 
that explore

-the value of having a written 
statement of belief. This focusses on 
the Nicene Creed, before students 

develop a ‘creed’ of their own.
-The challenges and opportunities that 
are open to  modern British Muslims 
when following the 5 Pillars of Islam.

-how believable students find different 
accounts of ‘life after death’.

In year 9 students will study 3 units on
-the ‘problem of suffering’; why an all powerful and loving God would let humans suffer.

-how religions respond to problems of life and death in the modern world.
-the film ‘The Truman Show’ to explore philosophical questions of morality and reality.

Our KS3 
curriculum is 
designed so 

that knowledge 
and skills are 
continually 

rehearsed and 
developed 

across the three 
years.
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Delivered through the PD Curriculum, students will complete two 

units of Core Religious Education. Our aim it to use these to help 

students to prepare for adult life in modern Britain.

Our Year 10 unit explores the role of forgiveness in society. 

This is a challenging concept for members of faith communities, and 

wider society. To enable student to learn about their own views on 

forgiveness, and the attitudes of major religious and philosophical 

worldviews we will explore personal testimonies and current news 

stories. 

In Year 11 students will learn about the impact that religion has had 

on modern British society. 

This includes an exploration of careers where working knowledge of 

different faiths and worldviews can be a distinct advantage, and a 

work experience simulation where trams of students are challenged 

to design menus for guests from a variety of faith communities.
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Key Stage 4- GCSE RE

The GCSE course follows AQA GCSE Religious Studies 

Specification B (Christianity and Judaism)

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-

studies-a-8062

In 2022-2023 (3 lessons each week)

Year 10- Christian teachings and beliefs, Theme A (Human 

Relationships), Jewish teachings and beliefs, Theme B (Religion 

and Life)

Year 11- Christian practices, Theme D (Religion Crime and 

punishment), Jewish practices, Theme E (Religion war and peace).

Our popular GCSE provides an accessible 
and challenging course for all students. 
Success is not dependent on personal 

belief but on a desire to explore how belief 
influences action in modern society.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062
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Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year 7 Introduction to 
Philosophical 
thinking

Introduction to religions and 
worldviews

Designing a Church for all 
Christians

My Creed

Year 8 Study of Personal Development topics Islam in 21st century Britain Life after Death

Year 9 The problem of 
evil and suffering

Matters of life and death The Truman Show/ 
Philosophical scepticism

Year 10 Core The importance of forgiveness

Year 11 Core The role of religion in modern British society.

Year 10 GCSE Christian beliefs 
and teachings 
(paper 1)

Religion peace and 
conflict (paper 2)

Jewish beliefs and 
teachings (paper 1)

Revelation and belief in God (paper 2) 
and Year 10 exam preparation

Year 11 GCSE Christian 
Practices (paper 
1)

Religion and Life 
(paper 2)

Jewish Practices (paper 
1)

Religion Crime and 
Punishment (paper 
2)
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Key Stage 5- A Level Philosophy

The A Level course follows the AQA specification

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/philosophy/as-and-a-

level/philosophy-7172

The course is taught through 5 taught sessions each week in 

Year 12 and 4 taught sessions in Year 13. In line with the 

student expectations document students are expected to 

complete 5 hours of independent study each week. 

Year 12 Ethics  and Epistemology 

Year 13 Metaphysics of God and Metaphysics of Mind 

Through this course students study some of the most 
important Philosophers in the western canon, and 

learn the skills necessary to evaluate their 
arguments. Students also are taught how to develop 

their own logical arguments.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/philosophy/as-and-a-level/philosophy-7172
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/philosophy/as-and-a-level/philosophy-7172
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Our curriculum is 
designed to provide a 
stimulating and rich 
pathway that allows 
students to flourish 
from Year 7 to 13.
Whilst each step is 
valuable in it’s own 

right, they are 
strategically planned so 
that knowledge, skills 

and understanding are 
built incrementally 

throughout a students 
educational journey.  
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Exploring my beliefs

Through Years 7-9 students take an increasingly 

evaluative look at their own beliefs. This 

includes identifying them, reflecting on how they 

have developed, and the impact they have on 

their actions.

Studying Worldviews

Through Years 7-9 students explore a range of 

religious and secular worldviews in detail. They 

explore core beliefs and practices of major 

faiths, and how different worldviews relate to 

each other.

Mastering RE skills

Through Years 7-9 students develop the skills 

needed for success in RE. These include the 

appropriate and discerning use of a range of 

testimony types. In addition, students will 

develop academic literacy and oracy skills.
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TRADE C
Thesis
Reasons
Agree
Disagree
Evaluation
Conclusion

Oracy
Literacy
Self Reflection
Preparation for life 
in modern Britain

Our framework for extended 
writing through Key Stage 3 

leads to exam success in Year 11

It is important for us that the skills needed to be successful 
in RE and Philosophy are taught and developed through all 
years of the school.

We also have key 
personal skills that run 
through every unit that 

we teach. 

In the GCSE 
and A Level 

courses there 
are four key 

skills

Precision of knowledge
Detail in writing

Integration of ideas
Evaluation of arguments
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As with any subject, there is a body of 
vocabulary which is particular to RE and 
Philosophy.
We begin every unit with an identification 
of the key vocabulary necessary to access 
the learning.

These are identified on the front of KS3 
booklets, and on the GCSE RS knowledge 
organisers.
Students self assess which of the words 
are ‘familiar friends’ and which are 
‘mysterious strangers’ that we will learn 
about through the unit.

Once introduced these form a key part of 
recall activities at the start of each lesson, 
and their use becomes a success criteria 
in assessed work.



Respect | Resilience | Responsibility    Be the best you can be!

Whilst there is no National Curriculum for 
RE we have always been guided by the 
Cumbria Locally Agreed Syllabus.

Over the last year this has been reviewed 
to prepare for the local government 
reform, and Mr Connolly was part of the 
team.

This document ensures that RE across our 
county is taught in ways that best serve 
our communities now and in the future.
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We expect every students to actively 
engage in the learning every lesson. 

This means that they take responsibility 
for their own learning through 
contributing to discussions, listening 
actively to others, and demonstrating 
their understanding in written activities.

Students will attend every lesson with 
their homework completed, and ready 
to share their learning.

Students will work towards the success 
criteria identified by their teacher using 
all the support and guidance provided.

 

At the start of every lesson this slide is displayed at the 
front of the class to remind students of our 
expectations. It is also our way of showing clearly the 
success criteria for the lesson and what to do first.



Self 
reflection on 
learning and 

progress

Application 
or 

evaluation 
of the 

material
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Our learning across key stage 3 is split into different ‘chapters’ in the students’ books. These 
might span multiple lessons, but the process is always the same and shown in yellow below. 

Reporting 
back on the 
homework

Introduction 
of new 

material by 
the teacher

Introducing 
the success 
criteria, and 
link to prior 

learning

Setting the 
homework

Each RE lesson in Key Stage 3 will always begin with students reporting back on their 
homework question to the class, and will end with the setting of the next question.



Respect | Resilience | Responsibility    Be the best you can be!

All lessons begin with active recall 
activities which link prior learning to the 
content of the lesson. 

In the first part of the lesson new 
content builds on prior learning. This 
could be from written texts, personal 
testimonies, or delivered by the teacher.

It is important that students are 
able to explore this material and 
make sense of this personally. This 
application could be achieved 
through discussions, written 
explorations or through exam style 
questions.

In the final stage, students  
evaluate their own progress. 
Often this is done in response 
to teacher assessment and 
feedback.
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Before the introduction of 
any new topic students will 
complete pre-reading, or 
other study to familiarise 
themselves with the course 
content.

Lessons always begin by accessing 
relevant prior knowledge through 
quizzes or spot tests.

This prior learning is used a foundation on which to 
develop understanding from the pre-reading. This 
could be through teacher presentations, seminar 
style discussions, ‘communities of enquiry’, or a 
combination of all.

Once the content is secure 
students will begin evaluating 
their personal understanding of 
the way in which this new 
content relates to material form 
the wider course. 

At this stage students will test their 
progress by completing exam style 
questions and will consolidate their 
learning through the creation of 
revision materials.

What is/are the main claim(s) being made?
Why do some find the claim(s) convincing?
Why do others find them less convincing, or unconvincing?
What do I think based on the arguments presented?
What’s the best conclusion to draw?
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High standards of presentation are a key way that students 
demonstrate respect for their own learning.

Across Key Stage 3, and in Core RE KS4 lessons, students 
record their learning in bespoke booklets designed by the 
RE department. Each contains the ‘presentation matters’ 
instructions on the front. In line with school policies all 
written work is completed in blue or black ink. Where 
development work is present it can be identified by being in 
green pen.

For the GCSE RS course students complete all their work in 
exercise books, each of which has the ‘presentation matters’ 
sticker on the front. 

We are always impressed with the high quality of 
presentation in all the work or students produce in RE.
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At least twice in every Key Stage 3 unit of 
learning students will complete an 
assessed piece of formal writing. These 
allow students to apply their knowledge 
and practice the skills of extended 
writing. These are completed in 
students’ assessment booklets.

These are assessed against clear and 
consistent success criteria identified in 
the front of every booklet. 
The relevant code will be written by 
student’s work to indicate where they 
have met the success criteria.

Self assessment plays a key part in RE 
lessons. We know that often the most 
meaningful judgements are those made 
by students of their own progress and 
attainment.
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Students have pieces of written work 
assessed by their teachers every week 
during the exam courses.

These always take the form of exam 
questions reviewed against AQA’s mark 
schemes.
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In Key Stage 3 RE we often verbally 
feed back to students, this is 
particularly important during 
discussions and when practicing 
oracy.

In the Assessment Booklets students 
will have their success recognised by 
staff annotating work with the 
correct code from the KLI grid at the 
front of the booklet.

Booklets will often also include; 
highlighted sections where literacy 
corrections are required,
ticks and other positive marks.
direct comments to advise students 
on specific areas for improvement.

Changed
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In our department we use live marking to provide instant feedback to 
students when they are completing extended pieces of writing. We aim to 
celebrate areas of strength and provide guidance on steps for 
development.

In Key Stage three this happens when students complete ‘TRADE C’ 
written pieces in each unit of work. Here the marking will focus on literacy, 
writing skills and subject knowledge. In Key Stage 4 and 5 we use live 
marking when students complete exam questions in lessons. Here the 
feedback will focus on developing the skills they need for success in their 
exams.

The live marking will take the form of verbal feedback given to the student 
by their teacher. When this happens, we will often write ‘LM’ in their work 
to acknowledge that the feedback has been given. Often this will be 
accompanied by written feedback from the teacher, or a record written by 
the student of the advice given. 
Students are expected to act on this feedback as soon as they can. This 
might mean making changes to the piece they are working on immediately 
or putting the advice into practice during their next piece of work. 
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In Key Stage 4 marking of assessed 
pieces often uses symbolic codes which 
students. These may be accompanied by 
specific written comments as well. 
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Each week students submit written pieces based 
on the types of questions they will face in the final 
exam.
Feedback on these take the form of sheets such as 
these which break down the marking criteria into 
the different skills being assessed.
A final comment at the bottom establishes a clear 
focus for students’ next steps based on their 
achievement in this piece.
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It is important to us that 
students appreciate that all 
feedback is part of a cycle of 
improvement.

After each set of mock exams 
in GCSE and A Level we use 
this image to help students 
evaluate their own strengths 
and how they can use these 
to drive progress.
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Key VOCABULARY is on the front of each 
booklet and the KO at the back.

We use ‘Reduce, Refine, Reproduce’ as a method 
of promoting ACTIVE READING in every KS3 unit 

to explore written testimonies.

AQA Religious Studies A – Theme D: Religion, Peace and Conflict 

Key Words 

Forgiveness Pardoning someone for wrongdoing Peace-making Working toward bringing about an end to 
war and a state of peace 

Greed Going to war to gain land or natural 
resources such as oil 

Protest A public expression of disapproval, often in 
a big group, can be peaceful or violent 

Holy War A war that is fought for religious reasons, 
usually backed by a religious leader 

Quakers A Christians denomination who worship in 
silence and are well known pacifists 

Just War A Christian theory that asks whether a war 
is fought justly 

Reconciliation Restoring friendly relationships after a war 
or conflict 

Justice Bringing about what is right and fair, 
according to the law or God’s will 

Retaliation Deliberately harming someone as a 
response to them harming you 

Nuclear Weapon A weapon using a nuclear reaction to cause 
massive damage 

Self-Defence Protecting yourself or others from harm 

Pacifism A belief that all forms of violence are 
wrong, commonly held by Quakers 

Terrorism Using violence in order to further a political 
or religious message 

Peace A state of happiness and harmony, an 
absence of war 

WMD Weapons of mass destruction: chemical, 
nuclear or biological weapons 

 

Key Ideas 

Protests and Terrorism 
 
 

Protests 
The right to gather together and protest is a 
fundamental democratic freedom. 
UK law allows for peaceful public protest but 
sometimes protects can turn violent and become a 
riot. 
Christians often protest unjust laws or for other 
forms of justice but would rarely advocate the use 
of violence in protest. 

Terrorism 
Examples of terrorism include suicide bombing, 
mass shootings or using vehicles to injure 
pedestrians. 
The aim of terrorism is to make society aware of a 
cause or issue and to make people frightened to go 
about their business. 
Christians don’t promote political violence + believe 
terrorism is wrong as it targets innocent people 
 

Reasons for War 
 
 

Greed 
To gain more land or to control 
important resources such as oil 
or gas. 
e.g. The UK and US invading Iraq 
in order to control oil resources 

Self-Defence 
To defend one’s country against 
invasion or attack or to protect 
allies who are under attack 
e.g. UK threatened by Nazi 
invasion in WWII 

Retaliation 
To fight against a country that has 
done something very wrong or to 
fight against a country that has 
attacked you 
e.g. US invading Afghanistan in 
retaliation for 9/11 
 

Nuclear War and WMD 
 

Nuclear weapons work by a nuclear reaction and devastate huge areas and kill large numbers of people. 
They are a type of WMD (weapons of mass destruction) which also includes chemical and biological 
weapons. All these weapons are not allowed under the Christian Just War Theory and would therefore be 
rejected by most Christians. 
Nuclear weapons were used at the end of WWII in Japan to force the Japanese to surrender. Some people 
say their use was justified as it prevented more suffering even though 140,000 people died. 
Although some Christians justify war with ‘an eye for an eye’, this cannot be used to justify the use of 
weapons of mass destruction as they are not a proportionate response.  
 

Holy War  
A Holy War is a war which is fought for religious reasons, often with the backing of religious leaders. An 
example of this was the Crusades fought from the 11th-14th Century by Christians, backed by the Pope.  
Religion can still be a cause for war today such as in Northern Ireland where Protestant and Catholic 
Christians fought a civil war between 1968-98.  
 

Just War Theory 
 
 

Just War Theory is a Christian moral theory for working out if a war meets internationally accepted criteria 
for fairness. These are some of the conditions that must be met in order for a war to be just: 

• Just Cause – fought in self-defence or to protect others 

• Just Intention – fought to promote good and defeat wrongdoing 

• Last Resort – only going to war if all other methods have been tried first 

• Proportional – excessive force should not be used and innocent civilians must not be killed  
 

Pacifism and Christian 
Responses to War 

Pacifism is the idea that all forms of violence are 
wrong. Pacifists such as Quakers refuse to take part 
in war and often choose to be a conscientious 
objector (someone who doesn’t go to war for moral 
reasons) or to assist in medical tasks like ambulance 
driving.  
Christians try to follow Jesus’ teaching that “blessed 
are the peacemakers” 
 

Christians try to show mercy and agape to victims of 
war and provide them with assistance. 
This can be through charity or through welcoming 
them into their churches. It can be victims in their 
own country or refugees such as people fleeing 
from Syria or Yemen. 
This is an example of ‘love your neighbour’ in action. 

 

ECHO READING is used when classes come 
across unfamiliar texts for the first time.

In the back of every Key 
Stage 3 booklet there is 
also enrichment reading 
which allows students 
to extend their learning 
from the topic!
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Whilst the RE booklets are used by every student, we recognise 

that the knowledge skills and understanding that every child 

has are unique to them. Likewise, we recognise that whilst 

some students may be working towards the level we expect by 

the end of each year, others in the class may be working at this 

level, and some might be working beyond it.

All RE staff will use their knowledge of the individual 

needs of students in their class to adapt teaching to 

meet specific needs.

This will include ensuring seating plans are used to support 

learning. Activities will be scaffolded to ensure that all students 

can access them, and where appropriate ‘stretch and 

challenge’ activities will be used to push the learning further.

Where students have additional 
educational needs staff will work 
with students’ Key Workers, and 
the Learning Provision 
department to ensure these 
needs are met.
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During the A Level course students will 
complete an equal amount of 
independent study each week to the 
time they spend in taught lessons.

This will consist of a mixture of 
preparation for the following lesson, 
the writing up of lesson notes, 
completion of exam questions and 
essays, and individual projects.

The largest project is an individually 
chosen piece completed over the 
summer between years 12 and 13. This 
enrichment entitlement mirrors a 
university level dissertation and results 
in a presentation to friends and family 
in the opening weeks of Year 13.

Across Key Stage 3 students 
will have one homework 
question each week which 
we would love for you to 
discuss with them each 
week.

We have chosen these 
questions as they don’t lend 
themselves to easy answers, 
but do stimulate thought 
and conversation.

Every student is provided 
with a note book to record 
their thoughts and 
discussions, and they come 
to the next lesson prepared 
to share their ideas.

In GCSE RS students will 
complete a set of ‘exam 
questions’ each week. These 
replicate the questions types 
specified by AQA.
These will consolidate the 
learning from the weeks’ 
lessons and provide invaluable 
practice of the types of 
questions they will encounter 
in the final exam.

Examples of KS3 questions 
-What colour might a zebra 

be without its stripes?
-Do all Mars bars taste the 

same?
-Can one person be in two 
places at the same time?
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In the last year we 
invited students to 
help us to create a 
‘stained glass’ 
window for the RE 
corridor.

Every year we challenge 
Year 7s to design a church 
which all Christian 
denominations can share. 
Many extend their 
learning beyond the 
classroom. Designing on 
Minecraft is a popular 
choice!
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The RE department is a 
hub for many clubs. We 

are keen that students are 
supported in the 

formation of groups that 
express their beliefs and 
interests. There is not a 
day when there isn’t a 

club.

CU Thursday
Run by NISCU- 

northern interschool Christian union

Open Minds

Girl Power

Dr Who 

Harry Potter

Young 
Philosophers’ Club

Lord of the RingsChess Club

RE & P 
study support
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