
Key Stage 3 Assessment Weeks

• Tests will take place in every subject.

• These are hard thinking assessments which provide a snapshot of  
a student’s knowledge, skills and understanding in each subject.

• These assessments contain multiple-choice and short answer 
questions. Most tests take only 20-30 minutes, although the 
maths tests lasts one hour.

• Teachers use these short tests to check understanding, challenge 
misconceptions and find out strengths and areas of development.



• The maths test is out of either 50 or 60 marks. Some of these maths tests are 
undertaken by students in all the Cumbria Education Trust secondary 
schools. 

• In all other subjects, students will undertake a test with 25 questions. Each 
test will have:

• 5 questions on reading comprehension using a text relating to the subject. 

• 10 questions on the core knowledge, skills and understanding learnt since 
September.

• 10 questions on more challenging knowledge, skills and understanding 
learnt since September.

Key Stage 3 Assessment Weeks



Assessment Week Report example

We will share with you the average 
score in the 25-mark tests. 
In this example it was 14.

We will share the average score in the 
Maths test. In this example it was 31.



Examples of 
reading comprehension 

questions















Examples of 
core questions



Examples of 
higher-level 

questions
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