
What should 

revision 
actually look like?



According to a 2023 survey of 33,435 students across English schools:

1. What was the most common revision method identified?    → Reading over notes

2. What percentage of students only used this method to revise?   → 37%

3. According to the survey, flashcards were the second most common revision method. 
However, what did almost half of all students not do with their flashcards?   → Use them

4. What do you think the third most common method was?   → Copying out

5. According to a survey from 2019, which of the following statements is correct: 
a. Most students focus their revision on strengths and on topics they don't like
b. Most students focus their revision on weaknesses and on topics they don't like
c. Most students focus their revision on weaknesses and on topics they do like
d. Most students focus their revision on strengths and on topics they do like   ←

The research shows how many students across the country 
do the wrong things to revise!



Memory

Time
1 hour 24 hours 1 week

Majority - Passive revision e.g. reading over notes, copying out etc. or revision with distractions

Minority - Active revision e.g. requires 
significant brain activity, testing and reflection

LONG TERM MEMORY

ADDED VALUE
DO YOU WANT YOUR TIME TO COUNT?



Strategic thinking – what is ‘in the bag’

Method: teacher feedback, tests and 
reflections

THE 
BAG

Effective revision that ‘goes 
somewhere’ to produce a 

sense of progress

Learn
Test 
Check

Repeat 

Method: 



Retrieval Practice



LEARN

E.G. Make a mind map



TEST
E.G. Produce it from 
memory on a whiteboard



LEARN

E.G. MAKE A MIND MAP

TEST

E.G. Produce it from memory on a 
whiteboard

CHECK
E.g. Does your memory match 
your original learning resource



Questioning and Elaboration 



Interleaving



Spaced Practice 
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