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‘Music is a cornerstone of the broad and balanced education that every child should 
receive. It touches hearts and minds, it celebrates and challenges, and it connects us and 
moves us all.’ (Department of Education 2022)

At William Howard School, music is an exciting  journey where we develop students’ musical 
understanding, helping them to experience the joy of music whilst students’ opportunities for 
progression.  Music is an expressive, practical but rigorous subject, where we underline the relevance it 
has in our society today. Students develop a desire to develop musically across 3 pillars of learning set 
out in the National Curriculumn:
• Pillar 1: The ‘technical’ pillar develops students  to successfully perform through either instrumental 

playing or singing.
• Pillar 2:  The ‘constructive’ pillar develops the students’ knowledge of how musical components 

come together  through appraisal activities  and in the composition process.
• Pillar 3:  The ‘expressive’ pillar  focuses on the creative process of composition and performance.

Students acquire a broad range of musical knowledge and draw on other subjects such as history, IT, 
literacy and maths. Learners are encouraged to take risks, becoming more creative, resilient and 
confident learners. Students are encouraged to develop a passion for music, which will extend beyond 
the classroom, where they can take part in an extensive range of extracurricular music activities that 
we provide. 
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At William Howard School we provide a  high-quality music education that will give 
students’ the musical tools they need for a lifetime of music-making and enjoyment. 
‘For some, music will be the foundation of a career in one of the country’s most 
important and globally-recognised industries. For others, it will provide experiences 
and skills which develop their creativity. For many, music will simply be a source of joy, 
comfort and companionship throughout their lives.’ (Department of Education 2022)

In Music  you will see children:
• Draw on prior learning to appraise, compose and perform.
• Constantly reflect and review to help aid progress.
• Offer and follow feedback that links to the assessment criteria.
• Confidently ask and answer questions.
• Support one another through positive coaching.
• Work collaboratively and independently. 
• Demonstrate positive learning behaviour.
• Feel safe so that they can explore, express and perform in a secure environment.
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All Year 7 and 8 students are taught in set classes  to  accommodate students of all abilities.  Year 
9 is an option choice as part of the Character Curriculum so classes are mixed ability. 

All students will learn how to: 
• Play and perform confidently in a range of solo and ensemble activities, through singing and  

playing instruments.
• Perform  fluently, accurately and with expression.
• Improvise and compose; extend and develop musical ideas by drawing on a range of musical 

structures, styles, genres and traditions that they have studied.
• Attempt to use some staff and other relevant notations accurately in a range of musical styles, 

genres and traditions.
• Identify and correctly use the elements of music in a range of musical styles, genres and 

traditions.
• Listen with increasing awareness (and without prejudice) to a wide range of music.
Students will experience:
• A range of well-equipped class and  breakout rooms which  includes access to a  variety of 

instruments  IT equipment. 
• Expert staff to support their learning inside and outside the classroom.
• Knowledge and practical skills will build through learning, retaining , reviewing and developing. 

Project assessments show progress and enable concepts to be revisited as and when needed.
• A variety of assessment methods including, formative, summative,  self and peer. 
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At William Howard School the KS3 Music Curriculum is based on the 9 Key Learning Indicator's that are used across the Cumbria Education 
Trust. The first 3 KLI’s are linked to the 3 pillars belonging to the National Curriculum  as well as the 3 components belonging to GCSE music- 
Performing, Composition and Listening/Appraising. KLI 4 to KLI 9 are based on the key elements/building blocks that are used to make music. 
Knowledge is taught using the Key Learning Indicators (KLIs) and Assessment Objectives (AOs) which are mapped carefully  to ensure that there 
is equal coverage across KS3 with opportunities to embed, revisit and develop ready for KS4 learning.
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Music is a popular two year course within the school curriculum with class sizes between 16 and 25 
students. Classes are mixed ability and study the subject for 3 hours a week.  Music GCSE  is following 
the Eduqas syllabus.
GCSE music lessons will extensively cover the three required components- Performance, Composition 
and Appraisal where students will:
• Build on the musical understanding and skills developed at KeyStage 3.
• Take part in various performance tasks and opportunities inside and outside the classroom This will 

encourage the students’ development as a soloist as well as part of an ensemble. This will lead to two 
final assessed performances in Year 11.                                                                                      

• Receive weekly one to one instrumental/singing lesson to help performance ability. 
• Learn how to use elements of music successfully when composing to fit intended style and context. 

This will be done through various composition tasks throughout Year 10 leading to two final assessed 
compositions in Year 11.

• Learn how to use specialist music technology to enable them to produce high quality compositions
• Analyse and evaluate musical concepts by using the practical methods of performance and 

compositional skills.
• Learn the key musical elements, contexts and musical language through the study of 2 set works.
• Conduct in-depth studies into different musical styles and genres and put them in a wider context 

through the study of 2 set works and wider listening.
• Be ready and inspired  to progress onto either BTEC level 3 or A Level music.
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BTEC Level 3 Music Performance is a two year course within the school curriculum. Classes are mixed ability and students 
study the subject for 4 hours a week. Students will build on the musical understanding and skills developed at KeyStage 4.
Students will successfully complete the three mandatory units:
1.  Practical Music Theory and Harmony
2. Professional Practice in the Music Industry
3. Ensemble Music Performance
Students will then choose to complete one of the two optional units:
1. Composing Music
2. Solo Performance
Through studying  this course students will learn to:
• Examine the signs and symbols used in musical notation
• Explore the application of melodic composition based on musical elements
• Explore the application of chords and cadences for composition or arrangement
• Produce correct musical notation for performance
• Understand the importance of professional practice in the music industry
• Understand operational requirements relevant to specific music industry organisations and practices 
• Demonstrate the ability to apply the skills required for working in the music industry
• Demonstrate the requirements for professional presentation of ideas
• Evaluate the skills and knowledge needed for professional roles in the music industry
• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the skills needed for rehearsals and ensemble performance
• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how to interpret an original musical piece
• Apply skills and techniques when contributing to an ensemble during rehearsal and performance 
• Be able to contribute towards a performance as part of an ensemble
• Be able to reflect and make connections between responding, planning, rehearsal and performance



Respect | Resilience | Responsibility    Be the best you can be!

A Level Music is a two year course within the school curriculum. Classes are mixed ability and there are 4 lessons a week. The 
course builds on the knowledge and skills learnt at KS4 and allows learners to specialise in either performing or composing. 
This leads to a performance exam  and composition portfolio submission in Year 13. All learners will study the development 
of the symphony, engaging with landmark orchestral repertoire, developing knowledge and understanding of musical 
elements and language in context. Learners will use knowledge to compose one piece of music to a  set brief as part of the 
composition portfolio. Learners will also study the Pop and Rock era and the early twentieth period of music.
Through studying  this course students will:
• Develop performing skills to demonstrate an understanding of musical elements, style, sense of continuity, 

interpretation, and expression.
• Develop composing skills to demonstrate the manipulation of musical ideas and the use of musical devices and 

conventions
• Recognise the interdependence of musical knowledge, understanding and skills, and make links between the integrated 

activities of performing, composing and appraising underpinned by attentive listening.
• Broaden musical experience and interests and develop imagination and foster creativity
• Develop and extend the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to communicate effectively as musicians.
• Develop knowledge and understanding of a variety of instruments and styles, and of relevant approaches to both 

performing and composing
• Develop awareness of music technologies and their use in the creation and presentation of music
• Appraise contrasting genres, styles and traditions of music, and develop understanding of musical contexts and a 

coherent awareness of musical chronology
• Develop as effective, independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds
• Reflect critically and make personal judgements on their own and others’ music
• Engage with, and extend appreciation of, the diverse heritage of music to promote personal, social, intellectual, and 

cultural development.
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Lessons in Music  are varied but 
always include Retrieve, 
Demonstrate, Apply, Feedback and 
‘Achieve and Leave’. Learning 
should be chunked up into 
accessible portions of learning. At 
KS3 practical work will be 
structured  into bitesize tasks  with 
constant feedback. Demo, Apply 
and Feedback can be repeated a 
number of times in one lesson

Examples of retrieval:
• Cold calling/targeted 

questioning based on key 
word/concepts from previous 
learning.

• Quick low risk quiz (answered 
on white boards ) based on key 
words/concepts. This can 
either I be done individually or 
in pairs.

• Revision games such as Verbal 
Tennis

Examples of Demo:
▪ Teacher demonstrates the 

standard of  practical 
work/written work to be  
expected and how to get there.

▪ Teacher demonstrates in 
‘bitesize chunks’ to help 
students to retain information.

▪ Students are shown how to  
identify  key musical concepts 
through demonstrating how to 
listen out for them.

▪  Teacher addresses any 
misconceptions.

▪ Teacher demonstrates the next 
steps.

Retrieval Demo Apply Feedback
Achieve 

and 
leave
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Examples of Apply:
• Developing/completing 

tasks independently or in 
pairs/groups. These tasks 
would be in the form of 
practical work 
(Composition or 
performance) or through 
appraisal activities.

• Students are encouraged 
to coach each other whilst 
completing practical work.

• Teacher moves around the 
classroom to provide 
feedback and 
encouragement.

Examples of Feedback
• Teacher targets questions to ascertain progress and 

inform further improvements needed or 
misconceptions

• Whole class/individual  teacher feedback on progress 
linking to KLI and success criteria – what was 
achieved and next steps?

• Peer Feedback is  encouraged 
• Based on teacher/peer verbal feedback  students will 

write up their  achievements  and  the ‘next steps’ to 
help plan for progress in the following lesson/project

• Students will highlight where they are on the KLI 
assessment sheet.

Retrieval Demo Apply Feedback
Achieve 

and 
leave

Achieve and Leave
Students will be dismissed a row 
at a time, where the teacher will 
ask  every student a question- 
e.g.:
• What does …………. mean?
• Explain the concept of…….
• Give an example of………
• Are you  ‘Spot on’ ( very 

confident)  ‘Thumbs up’ 
(confident)  or Wobbly (not 
confident) in your practical 
work today. What is your next 
steps.

• What KLI are you today? What 
are your next steps?

• Name me one thing that you 
have musically achieved today 
and what do you now need to 
focus on next lesson
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Give 3 stylistic features 
belonging to the set work . 
Focus on rhythm, melody 

and harmony.

List four things that you can do 
to be a good coach when 

working in pairs doing  practical 
work

Set in context the set work you 
are studying- time, style, 

purpose.

Referring to your 
milestone  assessment 
feedback what are your 
next steps to get a WB?

1. How many notes does a 
chord have?

2. What is harmony?
3. What is major and 

minor?

 

Referring to  todays 
success criteria/KLIs, 
what 3 things do you 
need to do to make 
progress this week?

How will you make progress 
in your composition  to 

reach Working At? Give four 
points

White Board Activities 
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Referring to the 
success criteria/KLIs 

list your achievements 
in your instrumental 

skills this lesson

Have you achieved 
‘Working At’ in all KLIs 

belonging to this project? 

How will you make progress 
in your performance skills  to 
reach Working At/Beyond? 

Give three points

Referring to your 
milestone  assessment 

feedback what are 
your next steps?

In Music we are constantly giving  verbal feed back (Live marking) to students ensuring students are stretched 
and tasks are achievable for all.
Formative assessment from teachers/peers takes place during practical activities and a milestone assessment 
takes place  part way through each project/assignment. Verbal feedback from teachers/peers as well as self 
reflection is recorded on students Assessment Folder so that students can refer and remember   ‘next steps’  
each milestone/assessment.
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The Key Stage 3 Music curriculum covers National Curriculum 
requirements  through  the 9 Key Learning Indicators. These are 
agreed and standardised  across the CET. Students are assessed on 
their appraisal, composition and performance skills. Each practical 
assignment has a milestone planned  assessment which  gives 
students more focussed opportunity to revisit and make progress. 
Each lesson, worksheet, resource (PowerPoint) refers to the specific 
KLI focus. Students highlight and date their progress. Verbal feedback 
from staff/peers as well as self reflection  is recorded on students 
review/record sheets so that students can refer and remember   ‘next 
steps’  each week. Live Marking continually takes place during music 
lessons through verbal feedback. An assessment tracker is used for all 
Key Stages.
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• At Key Stage 3, students use a folder which has an Assessment Booklet, a Composition Booklet and the 25 
marker/listening test papers. The Assessment Booklet clearly sets out the  KLI’s, the projects the students will be 
studying and how they will be assessed throughout the year. This Booklet will be used by students to reflect on 
their progress and to also help them, through the Milestone Assessments and  ‘Next Steps activities,  to make 
even more progress in music through AFL.  The composition booklet has text boxes so that students can  write 
down  ideas.  Students are expected to present work neatly and carefully.  These folders stay at school. 

• At Key Stage 4 students use a folder which is divided into three sections- Appraisal, Performance and Composition. 
The Appraisal Section is divided into subsections- for different  periods and genres of music as well as the separate 
elements of music.  Each section has the required worksheets/resources. Each worksheet has text boxes so that 
students can record answers, ideas and progress/feedback Students are expected to present work neatly and 
carefully.  These folders stay in the classroom. 

• At Key Stage 5 students hold their own folders and organise them in a similar manner to KS4 (discussion with staff 
at start, then intermittently through the course to consider gaps/remedies/successes). 
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In music we use the whole school strategy  ‘EVA’
ECHO Reading
VOCABULARY Development
ACTIVE Reading.

Echo Reading is the process of reading a chunk of text and the class mirroring the teachers words, 
tone, fluency and intonation. We use  this strategy when teaching about key musical terms/ 
concepts. Students are often asked to repeat after the teacher, a key term and sometimes its 
definition. 

Vocabulary Development  is a key strategy in music. Key vocab is displayed in both music rooms and 
often referred to.  Students are encouraged to use/read  the vocabulary displayed when answering  
questions in music- either  verbally or through written answers. 

Active Reading encourages students to actively read in music. These activities  have a focus on 
comprehension where students are required to read out loud and then answer questions about the 
text. These activities  not only focus on large pieces of text belonging to a project/topic (e.g.: 25 
marker assessment) but  also focus on short pieces of text such as  KLI descriptors and assessment 
criteria.  The active reading of  the KLIs and  the assessment criteria text  helps the students to 
unpick what is required from them when taking part in an assessment task. 
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Within the Music 
curriculum  we encourage 
students to use subject 
specific terminology and 
vocabulary linked to KLI 4 to 
9. We aim to ensure 
students gain a deeper 
understanding of these 
concepts by exploring how 
they  work through practical 
work.  We use displays to 
help support understanding 
and prompt retrieval.
Key vocabulary is based on 
the Music  National 
Curriculum and GCSE 
requirements.



Respect | Resilience | Responsibility    Be the best you can be!

Seating plans and current KLI scores are held on Edulink and updated on that platform as 
needed.  

Adaptive Learning strategies are held on Edulink on each class Mark Sheet. These are regularly 
annotated and kept up to date. Adaptive strategies also  incorporate any specific 
EHCP/ ‘passport’ advice and requirements. This helps colleagues  keep Adaptive Learning at the 
forefront of our mind.
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Key Stage 4 and 5 homework tasks are set  on a  weekly based on either Appraisal, 
Performance or Composition tasks linked to the exam syllabus. 
Students are set  Appraisal tasks using the excellent computer  programme  ‘Focus on Sounds’ 
which encourages students  to revisit key concepts/set works as well as  testing their  
knowledge, understanding and application. Students may also be required to focus on 
preparing for the performance exam by rehearsing in their own time.
Students will also be set homework based on  working on their composition NRA, using the 
computer programmes  ‘Sound Trap’ or ‘Sebelius’ 

Key Stage 3 Homework  is at present under review. We would like to now set students 
meaningful Appraisal/Listening  tasks using the programme  ‘Teaching Gadget’ which 
encourages students  to revisit key concepts already taught as well as  testing their  
knowledge, understanding and application. We plan to set this homework every two weeks. 
We are waiting for this programme to be approved by CET  Head of ICT Services. 
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We offer an extensive range of extracurricular activities as well as high quality  
one to one instrumental/vocal lessons. Throughout the year there are various 
opportunities to perform in high profile and prestigious events. We have an 
biannual trip to Spain/Italy  to perform in various venues and also compete 
(and often win various classes) in the Carlisle  Music and Drama Festival
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