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GEOGRAPHY Curriculum Statement

The Geography Department are a friendly and collaborative part of the William Howard School
community and thrive on offering as many opportunities as possible for students to get involved in
the wider world, both inside and outside the classroom.

Geography is an important part of everyone’s lives as we are all affected by our changing planet,
and we affect our place within it. Geography prepares us for the unexpected.

The Geography Department’s main aim is to inspire passion and wonder in the world around our
students whether at a local, national or international level. As a department, we strive to foster a
love of learning through the exploration and understanding of the world around them, to show
equality and empathy to both the human and physical environments but above all not to take things
at face value and question everything we are told.

Our staff are all subject specialists and have a wide range of interests within the field. We use real
life data and examples to put into perspective the theories and processes we are investigating.
Where possible, we learn outside of the classroom; putting our theories to the test in both local
settings such as Brampton, Carlisle and Keswick and breathtaking global locations like Iceland.
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Rationale KS3

Our KS3 curriculum has been designed to be varied and engaging whilst building on skills they
will need throughout their time at WHS. As we are a rural school, we wanted to expose students
to all aspects of geography that they may not have previously experienced or considered. We
hope that students are confident enough to question misconceptions and stereotypes that they
might encounter.

Our KS3 curriculum builds on the student’s learning at KS2. Even with so many feeder primary
schools, we aim to develop previously taught knowledge and skills and apply them to new
processes, theories and examples. We have been mindful not to replicate any of the content
taught in KS4. Instead, we aim to develop and embed the skills required of GCSE Geography
students while at the same time creating the passion for learning about the world we live in.

In KS3 we teach about a range of local, national and international places. Alongside teaching
about the awe-inspiring locations around the world, we believe it is important to learn about and
celebrate our local area too.

Throughout KS3 all lessons have been designed to incorporate the schools three core values:
respect, responsibility and resilience. These are integrated into the learning and celebrated when
demonstrated.
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Rationale KS4

The WHS Geography Department follows the AQA specification. It is one of the main examination
boards and currently accounts for more than half of the GCSE Geography exams taken every
year. The paper is split between physical geography, human geography and geographical skills.

The specification consists of four themes examined in three papers:
Theme 1: Living with the Physical Environment
Theme 2. Challenges in the Human Environment
Theme 3. Geographical Applications
Theme 4. Geographical Skills

Students sit three exams at the end of year 11.:

Paper 1 — Living with the Physical Environment:1hour 30 minutes long, 35%.

Paper 2 — Challenges in the Human Environment: 1 hour 30 minutes long, 35%.

@ . Paper 3 — Geographical Applications which includes Issue evaluation, Fieldwork, and
Geographical skills: 1 hour 15 minutes, 30%.
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Rationale KS5

The WHS Geography department follows the AQA specification for A level. It is one of the main
examination boards and currently accounts for more than half of the A level Geography exams
taken every year. The paper is split between physical geography and human geography and has
a further non-examined assessment which contributes towards the student's final grade.

All A Level exams are taken at the end of year 13.

e Paper 1: Physical Geography: Water and carbon cycles, Coastal systems and landscapes
and Ecosystems: 2 hours 30 minutes 40%

e Paper 2: Human Geography: Global systems and global governance, Changing places and
Contemporary urban environments. : 2 hours 30 minutes. 40%

e Paper 3: The Geographical investigation is weighted at 60 marks = 20%.



Curriculum Overview

SCHOOL

KEY STAGE 3 KEY STAGE 4

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11
It’s your planet Energy and Development in Living World Coastal
mapskills Africa landscapes
Rivers and Population in Hazards Challenges of Resource
mapskills Asia urban management

environments

Weather and Ecosystems Globalisation Rivers and their Hazards
climate landscapes
Settlement Coasts and Tourism Changing
Australia economic world
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Skills Progression

KS3

At Key Stage 3 all skills are demonstrated
under the 9 KLIS. Throughout the 3 years,
students will work their way along the KLIs
as they grow in complexity and requiring a

greater level of independence.
KS4

At Key Stage 4, skills taught include:

Cartographic

Graphical

Numerical

Statistical

Quantitative and qualitative data
Formulate an argument

Literacy

KS5

At Key stage 5, skills taught include:

Qualitative and Quantitative
Core skills

Cartographic skills

Graphic skills

Statistical skills

ICT skills

9 - Towards 9- At 9 - Beyond
8 - Towards 8- At 8- Beyond
7 - Towards 7- At 7 - Beyond

1- Knowledge

Students can identify key human
and physical processes

Identify the impacts of these on
people and places.

Students can describe key human
and physical processes and describe
the impacts of these on people and
places.

Students can explain key human and
physical processes and explain the
impacts of these on people and
places.

Students can explain key human and
physical processes and analyse the
impacts of these on people and
places.

Students can explain key human and
physical processes in detail and
analyse the impacts of these on
different groups of people in
different places.

Literacy

Students can identify key terms with
support

Students can define and use key
terms.

Students use a range of all key
terms

Students use a wide range of key
terms with consistent accuracy.

Students use an advanced range of
key terms

3 - Maps

Students can use 4 figure grid
references with support

Students can identify different
information on a map.

Students can find locations using an
Atlas with support

Students can name some
geographical entities

Students can identify features using
4 figure grid references

Students can use a range of
methods to identify symbols,
height, distances and direction on a
map with some support

Students can use an Atlas to locate
places

Students can locate some
Geographical entities

Students can use 4 and 6 figure grid
references with some consistency
Students can use a range of
methods to identify and describe
symbols, height, distances and
direction on a map

Students can use an Atlas to
describe human and physical
features around the world
independently

Students can locate Geographical
entities

Students can confidently use 4 and
6 figure grid references

Students can interlink complex
features of a map with support
Students can locate a wide range of
Geographical entities

Students demonstrate an advanced
ability to utilise OS, aerial and road
maps.

Students can locate a wide range
and complex list of Geographical
entities

Case
Stud

L. Students can name a place that an
issue affects

Students can name multiple
locations affected by issues.

Students can name and use a few
facts about specific locations

Students can apply a range of facts
about specific locations.

Students can apply multiple
complex case study facts about a
range of locations

5 - Field work

Students can carry out data
collection.

Students can make basic
conclusions

Students can describe their data
collection methods

Students can identify key trends of
their findings

Students can describe in detail their
data collection methods with
equipment names and begin to
consider advantages and
disadvantages

Students can describe their findings
using data

Students can begin to explain why
they chose those data collection
methods and evaluate the
procedures

Students can describe and explain
their conclusions using data

Students can justify and fully
evaluate their data collection
methods

Students can explain their
conclusions linking to theory and
data

6 — Graphs

Students can complete the basic of
graphs with support

Students can identify the key trend
with support

Students can identify an advantage
or disadvantage with support

Students can fully produce a range
of core graphs (with support).
Students can identify the key trends
Students can name simple graphs
and identify advantages or
disadvantages

Students can produce a wide range
of data presentation techniques
with minimal support

Students can describe general
trends using limited data extraction
Students can name types of graphs
and identify advantages and
disadvantages

Students can produce a range of
higher order graphs with some
support.

Students can describe general
trends using detailed data
extraction

Students can correctly name graphs
and identify complex advantages or
disadvantages alongside the more
basic points

Students can produce a range of
high order data presentation
techniques

Students can describe general
trends using data manipulation
Students can fully name complex
graphs and identify complex
advantages and disadvantages as
well as alternatives

Numeracy

Students can complete basic
Geographical math skills with
support

Students can complete basic
Geographical math skills with
minimal support

Students can complete basic
Geographical math skills with no
support and complex skills with
support

Students can complete complex
Geographical math skills with
minimal support

Students can complete basic and
complex Geographical math skills
independently

Sustain

L. Students can show an

F understanding of sustainability with

support

Students can show an
understanding of sustainability.

Students can identify/ describe
aspects of sustainability.

Students can explain aspects of
sustainability.

Students can evaluate sustainable
aspects

9
Interpretation

Students can state their own point
of view with support

Students can state their own point
of view and list other people’s
opinions

Students can describe different
points of view on Geographical
events and issues and explain their
own position.

Students can evaluate different
points of view and justify their own
position

Students can evaluate different
points of view, evaluate their own
and show an understanding of
differences
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These are just some of the

How it Meets the National Curriculum | * examples of how our

curriculum links with the
National Curriculum.

Locational knowledge

Students learn about a range of different locations in KS3

= extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s Geography. An example of some which link to the national
countries using maps of the world to focus on Africa, Russia, Asia (including China and
India), and the Middle East, focusing on their environmental regions, including polar
and hot deserts, key physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities

curriculum include:

* Inyear 9 they explore the physical geography and
development of Africa.

* Inyear 8 they learn about populations in India, China and

Students learn about a range of different physical processes
at a variety of scales. An example of some which link to the
national curriculum include:

* Inyear 7 they learn about the different geological time
periods and the rock cycle. They also learn about the
water cycle and climate change.

* Inyear 8 students learn about the interdependence on
ecosystems and coastal processes in Australia.

* Inyear 9 students learn about natural hazards (both
tectonic and atmospheric).

INTENT

Japan. They also learn about different ecosystems in both
hot and cold climates.

* Inyear 7 students learn about sustainable cities in the
UAE.

Human and physical geography
= understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales,
the key processes in:
= physical geography relating to: geological timescales and plate tectonics; rocks,

weathering and soils; weather and climate, including the change in climate from
the Ice Age to the present; and glaciation, hydrology and coasts

Students learn about a range of different human processes
at a variety of scales. An example of some which link to the

Human and physical geography

Geography sectors; and the use of natural resources

* human geography relating to: population and urbanisation; international sl i e UIR e araitig] (e wisilel
development; economic activity in the primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary | « In year 8 students learn about resource management

national curriculum include:
* Inyear 7 the learn about different types of settlements

and population.
* Inyear 9 students learn about Africa’s shift in economic
activity and well as globalisation and tourism.
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Lesson Expectations

Lessons/learning episodes in Geography should
always include some sort of Retrieve, Input, Apply
and Reflect. These may be in any order.

Retrieval Input Apply Reflect

Examples of Reflection

* Live feedback

» Directed time for
improvement

*  Written tasks

» Teacher questions
and links to KLI and
success criteria —
what did you
achieve?

« KLI trackers

skills at KS4 and KS5.

Examples of retrieval
* Questioning (cold

calling or hands up)
using a range of
guestioning styles.
Recall questions
based on the KLIs for
(X
Recall questions
based on previously
taught content and
Quick quizzes

Homework quizzes.

633 IMPLEMENTATION

Geography Literacy is embedded throughout all stages of the learning cycle.
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G2 IMPLEMENTATION
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How We Maintain High Standards of Presentation

Date and title underlined with a ruler

Mistakes neatly corrected

Writing in blue or black ink

Diagrams drawn in pencil

Neat handwriting
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How We Assess in Geography

KS3

» Students are assessed throughout the year using self, peer and teacher marking.

« There are 4 topics per year, each topic has roughly 2 assessment points which are marked by teachers.

« Students are assessed using a range of question styles and in most cases with an opportunity for
extended writing.

« Students are informally assessed most lessons to see if they are working towards, at or beyond (TAB)
the lesson’s KLlIs.

« Homework is set online, these are self-marked.

KS4

« Students are assessed throughout the year using self, peer and teacher marking.

« Students are assessed on individual questions, topics or entire papers.

» Students are assessed using a range of question styles ranging from multiple choice to 9 mark
guestions.

» At KS4, most of the homework is set online, these are self-marked.

KS5

« Students are assessed throughout the year using self, peer and teacher marking.

« Students are assessed on individual questions, topics or entire papers.

Geography « Students are assessed using a range of question styles ranging from 4 mark questions to 20 mark
guestions.

G2 IMPLEMENTATION
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What Feedback Looks Like in Geography

KS3

« All assessed work will be completed on assessment sheets.

» Assessed work will include the KLI marking grid so students can identify the areas they are working towards,
at or beyond in.

« Assessed work will also include a whole class marking sheet identifying individual Improvements and
Achievements alongside SPAG and any misconceptions identified.

* Your teacher will identify and comment on:

Achievements (what you have done well)

Improvements (areas for development)

* You will have an assessment grid at the front of your books, which you will use to monitor where you are
currently working at after each assessment.

* You will also be asked to respond to your feedback, either through a redraft of all or part of your work or by
correcting any spelling, punctuation or grammatical errors.

KS4 and 5

» In-class assessment work will be completed on past papers.

* Mock exams/end of unit assessments will be completed as exam papers and stored in assessment folders
(GCSE only)

* You will be asked to respond to your feedback, either through a redraft of all or part of your work or by
correcting any spelling, punctuation or grammatical errors.
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Vocabulary

Vocabulary and key terms are at the heart of
our learning in Geography. For students to
make the best possible progress they are
expected to use the correct geographical
terminology in both written and verbal
responses.

KLI (Key Learning Indicator) 2 is literacy and
features in all our KS3 lessons/episodes.
Students will learn a range of geographical
specific key terms and will be able to
pronounce, spell, define and confidently use in
their responses.

Vocabulary is normally introduced at the start of
the lessons and is supported by wall displays,
homework, quizzes and worksheets. This
encourages students to include appropriate key
Geography terms as part of their classroom routines.

AyCumbria
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jowsol  Reading in Geography

For all students to fully access the KS3 and
KS4 Geography curriculum they are
encouraged to Read to Succeed. An
example of this is on the right which is a
series of key guestions and tasks which help
the students to engage with the text. In this
case it is on the Year 9 topic of development
in Africa.

In KS5, Sixth Formers are given an
extended reading list and are encouraged to
use these to further their understanding of
key concepts taught in lessons. We also
encourage students to sign up to the
guarterly Geography Review subscription,
which gives useful and interesting up to date
articles by academics in the field.

G2 IMPLEMENTATION
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Adaptive Teaching — Annotated Seating Plan Edulink

recorded on Edulink. These are printed
out and held in a Teacher file and
annotated.

Z —p. ' i o Adaptive Learning Strategies
= Bl B LR S A E " - 5
& ™ See the Quality First Teaching Toolkit for further examples.
O Lledd “ bl g ¢ Some examples are;
e ‘ * Seating plans — make sure you can achieve eye
I_ I =12 S LI e ol 2 contact with students
< o —— . Theycnsec e ow
I— *  Give students time to respond
Z -« & i = Chunk work
3 7 e B pas =  Allow extra time — présentations on teams/VLE
LL] -~ M R 'y M » (Create a calm, positive environment with clear
E boundaries and lots of praise.
I Seating plans should be used and
|

Teachers should adapt their teaching to
Geography meet specific needs.
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Homework / Stretch / Independent Study

KS3 and KS4

Homework in Geography is generally completed online. Students log in to complete a series of
guestions based on the learning that they have completed in the classroom, interleaved with
previous topics. Quiz answers are then self-marked and then checked by their teacher.
Homework is set weekly in KS4 and fortnightly for KS3.

Classroom resources and revision material is available on the school's Sharepoint for students
to access for revision and stretch activities.

KS5

In Sixth Form we want to promote a greater level of independence in the students' learning.
Students are encouraged to complete extra reading through their subscription to Geog.
reviews and online suggested reading lists.

Homework is set weekly with a combination of research tasks, presentations, exam questions
and worksheets.

All homework is set by the class teacher on Edulink
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How we develop character beyond the walls of the classroom

In Geography we try to get students out of the classroom as
much as possible and have implemented some form of fieldwork
into every year group.

Year 7 — Microclimates around school looking for the best places
to put a picnic bench.

Year 8 — Visit an onsite woodland to look at the difference
between coniferous and deciduous forests.

Year 9 — Visit to Keswick to investigate the impacts of tourism on
housing, shops and the natural environment.

Year 10 — We investigate the housing differences in Carlisle.

Year 11 — We investigate the success of coastal management
along the West Cumbrian Coast.

Year 12 —We visit Media City in Salford and investigate the
success of the urban regenerations scheme.

Year 12 — 4 day residential to Yorkshire visiting numerous sitesto &
collect data for the NEA. Places include Scarborough, Holderness g_?:...,.u
Coast, Dalby Forest, Beverley and Hull. %

633 IMPLEMENTATION

As a department we have run engagement trips to locations such
as Iceland, Naples and London.
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