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Reading Curriculum Statement

We are all teachers of reading. As such we are committed to
ensuring all students are able to access the curriculum and
to enhancing pupils’ background knowledge and cultural
capital. The reading curriculum at William Howard School
aims to increase pupils’ confidence and fluency in reading.
We also want our pupils to be curious to explore the world
around them through reading. Therefore, assisted by our
well- resourced library, we strive to promote reading for
pleasure school wide, both inside and outside the classroom.

At William Howard School we understand that all pupils have
different reading abilities, and we are committed to making
sure that no student is left behind in their reading. By
identifying gaps in reading skills, we can target the best form
of intervention for each student, and we aim to ensure that
all pupils can access the curriculum through reading at or
above their chronological age. Reading has the capacity to
open doors to new worlds and we strive to make certain that
all our pupils can walk through them.
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Rationale

(1)To enable students to better access the curriculum school-wide
and, therefore, have better life chances.

(1)To promote reading for pleasure to support mental health and
SMSC development.
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At WHS reading is a whole school priority where all students’ reading is encouraged to meet
or exceed age related expectations through a clear reading strategy.

* Pupils’ progress as readers is monitored, tracked and reviewed to ensure that pupils
improve and retain interest in reading.

* Intervention is used where needed to support pupils towards making progress in line with
national benchmarks.

Intervention is implemented using a three-tiered approach.

Tier 1: pupils with a reading age below 9 receive 1 on 1 SEND support.

Tier 2: pupils whose reading age is below secondary ready are supported via
the Paired Reading Programme.

Tier 3: pupils’ reading is targeted and planned for through the WHS class-based
curriculum strategies. (See separate information about tiers and strategies).




All teaching staff share in the responsibility to develop reading skills, model
reading practice and promote reading for pleasure. Reading data is shared
with staff and parents to equip all parties to best support students together.
Planning for learners uses this data to good effect.

Where students struggle with reading, there is a clear understanding of the
barriers and strategies for how best to help individual pupils. This information
Is shared amongst school and home; it is updated as pupils make progress.

Reading is led by a dedicated reading team whose priority is to develop and
sustain a strong reading culture. This comprises the Headteacher, Assistant
Head Teachers for T&L, SENCO/Assistant SENCO, Reading Lead (& additional
support staff) and the CL for English who work together to embed the reading
strategy.

CPD opportunities for all staff are implemented to develop confidence in their
role to deliver reading and teach reading well (department projects). Specialist
support staff with training support our weakest readers.

Teaching staff promote and influence students’ reading; they model reading
and the process of learning through reading. Adults whose role is to support
reading do so by recognising what topics and texts children would be
interested in reading and they facilitate this.




 The specific approaches that reading requires (in different subject areas) are
considered and planned for as part of a balanced, sequenced and
knowledge-rich curriculum. These are class-based reading strategies
(identified by Curriculum Leaders in the Curriculum Manual). Differences
bel’gween curriculum areas allow for reading support to be alighed with the
subject.

* Arange of reading texts and materials are sourced and made available to
readers so that reading opportunities are both challenging and age
appropriate, culturally diverse, stimulating and empowering.

 Changes in reading habits are planned for with support from staff to
facilitate new opportunities and access to topics.

 Reading over time and in different environments is encouraged.

* Opportunities to talk about texts, reading and responses to reading
material are planned for through reading intervention and classroom
strategies.

 The value of success in reading is celebrated through multiple platforms
(pastoral systems, enrichment, parent partnership programmes curriculum
time) so that reading is given a strong status throughout the school and
pleasure in reading is championed.




Peer influencers are utilised to drive forward reading strategies
(sharing peer interests/ modelling peer reading / embedding
peer support)

Transition from 6 into 7 is planned to deliver additional support
with reading; barriers to learning through reading (including the
increase in reading material across subjects) are predicted and
texts planned to support the transition process

Independent reading and a desire to read are encouraged and
supported by the strategy; pupils choose books and choose to
read in their own time.

Reading at home is promoted with targeted home contact and
whole school reading initiatives.
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SEND and EAL
* Passports for Students with Education
and Health Care Plans.

Toe by Toe

Word Wasp

Jolly Phonics

Read Write Ing,

Paired reading

Specific sirategies for EAL
students.

Regular screening
through Literacy
Assessment Online

Learning Needs
Passports e.g. Dyslexia.
Transition curriculum-

scaffolding to aid
access.

Reading fluency,
comprehension and
phanics with
identified Y7 students

THE CHILD
Best possible outcomes.
Skills for life.
Functional literacy- curriculum

arcess.
Alave of reading to suppart
mental health and Spiritual,

Muoral, Sacial and Cultural
development

*  Research and select core texts.
*  Reading for meaning

e Disciplinary Literacy CPD- focus on
reading skills with specific focus on
comprehension, fluency and
developing vocabulary.

*  Reading ages - support accass to the
curriculum.

*  Reading intervention programmes.

*  Word of the week on big screens
around school and in registration.

*  Reading door signs.

weekly reading tip of the wes

Skimming and scanning

®*  Frayer model and etymology
vocab development

*  Llibrary lessons- reading for
pleasure

*  Provide = variety of text types
from across the ages.

* Sequence the teaching of the

texts.

VIPERS reading: Efayer.
model: read to succead;
reduce, refine, reproduce
Accelerated Reader.
Reading Challenges and
promoting Reading for
Pleasure (library)




oo WILLIAM
el HOWARD
Y SCHOOL

How it Meets the National Curriculum

The National Curriculum for Reading aims to ensure that all pupils:

e Read easily, fluently and with good understanding.

e Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and
information.

e Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of
linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language.
e Appreciate our rich and varied literacy heritage.

Our READING STRATEGY at WHS has been planned and considered to meet and
deliver these objectives fully.
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Foster a love of reading across the school

Our well stocked library is the

perfect place for the students

to fall in love with a book. The

library is full to the brim with a

wide range of fiction, non-

fiction and poetry books

covering a range of themes

and interests. Always on hand Pl
are our librarians ( both —
student and adult) who are
vastly knowledgeable and ,
thrive on guiding others to ol B o
fulfil their passion for reading. Ay

Reading
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Supporting Pupils’ Progress

i) Benchmarking:

Students’ reading ability is tested using NGRT (as part of a trust wide initiative). This provides
us with students’ reading ages (compared with national averages) and diagnoses the different
strengths and weaknesses of pupils’ reading ability, e.g. vocabulary decoding or
comprehension of meaning. Students’ reading ages are available to all staff. Students are
tested when they join us in Year 7. These tests are repeated at regular intervals to track
progress and allow for intervention, where required.

ii) Intervention / Teaching pupils to read & learning how to read

Students’ reading is developed via one of three tiered routes. The tier is allocated according to students’
data from their reading tests (which is reviewed following intervention in line with the tier). Tier 3
ensures reading is prioritised in all Curriculum Areas for all pupils; pupils are consistently taught to read.

Student voice is used to develop understanding of students’ responses to the reading strategy, in
particular their feedback on class-based reading strategies and peer intervention. The Reading Lead uses
this data to further support areas where there is identified need.
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Supporting Pupils’ Progress: Tier 1 intervention

Tier 1 is a bespoke programme of support for students who have a reading age below 9.
This is delivered by our SEN department with targeted group support
Students spend at least 30 minutes a week with a trained member of staff working on

specific and focussed support.

Between September 2024 and March 2025
77% of our tier 1 cohort had made significant progress with their reading age.
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Supporting Pupils’ Progress: Tier 2 intervention

At present we run two reading interventions for our Tier 2 cohort

1. Reading Coaching Programme to support pupils with reading ages that are below a secondary
reading age, where assessments show that students’ fluency and comprehension requires
further development.

-Targeted students read with a sixth form coach each week. Their coach records their
progress. This is shared with parents via a reading diary. Parents support the highlighted
areas at home. Reading aloud and discussing the text supports comprehension.

Between September 2024 and March 2025
66% of our tier 2 cohort had made significant progress with their reading age.
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Supporting Pupils’ Progress: Tier 2 intervention

At present we run two reading interventions for our Tier 2 cohort

2. Fluency For All Programme ran in conjunction with the Northeast Learning Trust.
- Targeted students read with a Year 9 reading coach who has been trained to deliver
the reading programme. Students read a specific text from an anthology of non-fiction
texts each session. They are encouraged to read out loud, revisit key words and are
given clear focused feedback from their coach. Students’ fluency is then tested every
three weeks to measure progress.

Between September 2024 and March 2025
50% of our tier 2 cohort undertaking this intervention had made significant progress with their
reading age.

X IMPLEMENTATION
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Supporting Pupils’ Progress: Tier 3 intervention

Tier 3 intervention is our whole school approach to reading.

1. At present students are supported to read through our EVA reading strategy in all
curriculum areas.

2. Alongside EVA students have lessons in the Library through their English lessons once
a half term that focusses on accessing the appropriate reading book for their age. This
is known at present as the ‘reading project’. While students are supported to read a
book appropriate for their age, they also receive support by completing tasks
highlighted by the NGRT data as an area that will support them.

Tier 3 is the responsibility of all teachers.

X IMPLEMENTATION
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How do we support and drive reading progress for
all pupils in the classroom?

Teachers plan and deliver lessons to engage students as readers through our WHS
Reading Strategy:

EVA

A) Echo Reading- decoding, fluency, prosody

B) Vocabulary: Teach / Segment/ Apply- decoding / comprehension

C) Active Reading — comprehension & fluency (class reader / pre-teach reading )

Teachers use reading support tools as a mechanism to enhance reading in their
subject, e.g. Vipers / Read to Succeed.
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Echo reading

* Echo reading involves the teacher reading aloud a text line by
line or sentence by sentence modelling appropriate fluency.

* After reading each line, the students echo back the reading of
the line with the same rate and prosodly.

* The benefit is that students see, hear and “do” read. The
teacher models vocabulary, tone of voice & fluency.
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Vocabulary

We follow a 7 step approach to explicitly teach vocabulary
: Practice pronunciation

: Give a definition

: Explain using morphology

: Build word families

: Model an example sentence

. Pupils use vocabulary in their own sentence

N O O B W N

: Revisit and reward
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Active reading strategies

Reduce, refine, reproduce:

Well cone you identified the lever.

Recd the information befow ond reduce it, by highlighting or.underlining
key informution:. : S : : '

Refne the informotion by wi m.na the key scientific

be-used to move large objects to new-heights.-Using a -
lever means that you have more leverage to move an

heavier object.. The force that you apply is called the . . . |.

effort, The weight that you are lifting is called the load. To
make this work, your effort needs to be applied at a

greater distance from the pivot (fulcrum)than-the load: - |- -

Doing it this way means that your effort is always less -
than the load. Therefore, a lever can be used to reduces

to effort force needed to lift an object, but the force is .
applied over a Iarger dnstance to give the same work

N/

Reproduce the information in 10 on extended response answer 1o an exam-style
guestion in the boxes below.

Q: Explain how levers can- allow someone to use Iess effort to
hft an oblect ;




liowawo|  Pupil examples of Reduce, refine, reproduce

SCHOOL

Dute:
LS | P L ks .
This lesson will support your evidence for KU 3 and KLI 8

Success criteriy include: 1) to use Reduce, Refine, Reproduce 1o learn about secular woridvie |
2] To simdarities and differonces between all the worldviews we have studied

Reprodece: 1 15y il stap

ov? {
j_;z‘e_n. - —SeAOL iy
VS“'QL,_L.“JL_ o |l

e YO D EhE bRy Bciney ko yeor
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YO e 10 Lroate your own pieco of |

I ).AJA >

5 Reduce- Wh st 40 you A a1e e
- " ) seeut N - o4
- . . E_"'IG 2! acpzzz - \
rrears that they da not heb.” 6 10 2 re k:::ch.wu:op, o'.: religion, e ?qujt‘y;\jz-lrﬁt 11
1t Bard o tell how many people (e this 1 oridl thie workd &€ In scme ‘( A "*“—l |
countries 12 can be iBegel 10 tay that you oo

2 . relags
T beleve in God or foliow a relgron k{mcf\wé LN P
UKOE thes 123t ennsus (2011) theve mere24.1 miion geopie, sbout / s f‘“""f—‘\u
: OPULILAIN, I 5208 1ot thay had 5 feigion, P gads, bt 5._,{
i Iﬂndﬂ!: FODI might e stheists who are certain tat thece ino God and | Chese Lnaceding
AEROSTICE wha re't sure, On the while somoone with 3 secular Loy A L
» ) - AAND Y < A
Viow oes not bekeve in Beings such 25 gady, devl, angels, spinits or ghonts, )ua, ~ flf 1?(4 2 2
PREAS IR 34 heaven o bell, Thry aiso don't Bebeve that thore is anything \)'CY} - ('*'-"1
SOUM wae have one) et rercantated or takon to an afterife. “n L?‘("\‘ T w7),
$8.00 hirvit s2rong beliefs thaugh- ithough they may not agree MCWW N e '
For axample they may baleve that certain sctioes are ¢ |
A, they might bedeve o the importance of caring for other u K o €4, -{—’~5-' ‘
Brlucation, the potinsial of scieece 10 tell us 3Sout the word, (W 2 (1) .
NOIECHIng the carth. What is aways important n a soctar [0 T
€ 10t commands from 2 God, bt things wivich humans fj\'«;Nl (“L‘N | P28

{ " B00ks o relgions festivals for peopie wh have a :i”w( 70(‘ ' ‘

have stocse; or 34 thal foolare 5 .
Phaces lhiwnﬂu pecial OS (A(

y
e Crstiengs, 1o 0us weddings
waive = mw God in
L Stages i ie through cedbiratians and
e Which will show what is important to them
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Z Vipers. IH'II'UG]ITS AND CROSSES
CTHAPTER 111-115
O v Vocabulary
— i Infer
r Predict
H E Explain
R Retrieve
= Summarise
Vocabulary - What does the adjective dazzling mean?
Z - What does the word ‘anguish’ tell you about how Jasmine feels about the
situation?
I I I - Find a word or phrase that tells us how Callum feels about Sephy in 112
- What does the word ‘merest’ mean? Can you find any synonyms for this word
[other words which mean the same thing or very similar)?
Infer - What can you infer about the different lives of Callum and Sephy?
- How does what Kamal suggests to Callum in 114 tell you that he is worried
I I I about his reputation?
- Find and copy a phrase which shows that not all noughts and crosses hate each
I other
- What does this phrase actually suggest?
m ‘That boy’s life is entirely in your hands”
- What do you understand about Kamal's character so far?
Predict - Do you think Callum will take Kamal's offer? Why or why not?
- Do you think Sephy is going to have an abortion to save Callum?
Explain - Why would Callum not want to admit to a crime that he didn't commit?
e - Using evidence from the text to explain the relationship between Seghy and
Kamal
~[ -~ Retrieve - Whois Jack?
b P - What was Lynny’s salution?
-~ - What does Kamal offer Callum {details)?
Read Summarise - Summarise these chapters in ten words ar fewer.

ing
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Pupil examples of VIPERS
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v >, v b Sy LSed ~ &
Zothas iy, o0) ‘r‘ bert DLty pecda * - yfOring: for \ove
= ! L/ . n f
Aoy S xj :,_:?‘ frying &o ek s & rick be " . SIS : sic |
I o™ “Tha kajw\ . P I Both Sonnet 29 and Love’s Philosophy discuss passionate, romantic love
S = SNeulelars Louare h t} "y 5 i ot
DO through the use of nature imagery y thoughts do twine and bud abou
: bf—, e Dy thee as wild vines, about a tree.” 2 image is a strong visual image of the
i 1K J s letely ling the tree, ¢ rate not to let go while the word
s ﬂ‘m‘r—;-’»/ A I vines completely circling the tree e e : 4
X 'Il"'—dbkxg) N z > . e ernotio e r lover.
Crualoed = = : » th,; ond Tcans wild” suggests how strong her emotions are for her love
NN arenk s . Similarly in LP, Shelley uses nature: ‘fountains mingie with the river
m x @ f’ o suggesting the two are irreversibly joired together which could have sex ual
& This could also be said to be true

implications through the word ‘mingie
about the ‘wild vines’
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Active reading strategies

Read to succeed:

Q

The usial way o manajje cocastines
has been through & combination of
hard and soft enginee ring srategies.

Hard means buliding
arifical’ sinclures  that  peevent
BB and 1 the coasdline in place
such a5 o sea wall

method of redecng fods. These
mathods encounage natural

Bepasiiian to ooour onoour coasting
Examples include planting frees or
allcwing ansas o food naturaly

Thi _s e pard of ihe

shoreling hal s beteean

This Is Imporiant beose
acls as a natural buffer durng storms-
spaking up wave enerfy during a

Befane -Be WwaIWES ean

reach mone valuabie land  duriher
Inkand. Featunes such as |

and masd banks are exposad at
- o - siore huge
quanities of wader .

There is & much

Il e UK than ere used (o be
Maniy wre rechamed in
the past to creale new farm land
Some . -hawe  been

by fhe sea. This & a particular,

prabbe aking the Essex and Thames
pabizway coasiinees whefe fhe land &
subsidng so sea level @t rising
faster than elsewhere in the LK

danaged can be usied 1o
creabe new

The pocess begins by
punching holes Bhough old  earh
ambankment. The S0 walsr moves
skoawly acress the land .'!:-and
as il Nows, it BEEEEIE mud. As  fows

out it crabts " IOSIJEEEE The'

process creates natural mud Tats and
NI 1 s water and
acl as a buter to EGEEN In fubse
Nood events )

@ ahermad e

L .J’.I.ﬁb;"h{l:un-h e
HighNght the kay words, You must find:,
e
Sodt Enginenring
Depcefton -

-f Detiniticus
Write the defifiiions for the fadowing kEey wodds:
‘Hard Enginsering ’ ’
ol Engiraesng ©
Tnizr-thdal mone:

a Ly imeteuy
Tt ydur Hnd thi ofigih or thiese® kel wiords 7"
Ercsion : ’ ’

Deposiion:

L ey fend Tiongle.

Complats & key word trlanglc warkshegt: -

Choose 3 of T key 'wonds ard wite one
In each boe. Wik @ Connecing senmnoe
oach shie of e triangie which misl
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Active reading strategies

Class reader Pilot: Summer 2025

We want to ensure that students are being actively read to, not just as part of the curriculum but
also to increase their enjoyment of having a story read to them.

‘Evidence suggests that there is a positive relationship between reading frequency, reading
enjoyment and attainment (Clark 2011; Clark and Douglas 2011).
(Gov.uk reading for pleasure.pdf)

We are currently in the process of finding the best way to do this and a trialling it with a KS3 class
in their History lessons, blending a mix of curriculum and reading for enjoyment.

This will be actively monitored with staff/student voice being used as a measure for the next
steps.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7c18d540f0b61a825d66e9/reading_for_pleasure.pdf
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Active reading strategies
Reciprocal Reading Pilot: Spring/Summer 2025

We are currently part of project working with FFT on the use of Reciprocal Reading in
school.
(Reciprocal Reading — FFT)

This is a method of improving reading comprehension through a structured
conversation about a text.

This is currently being trialled across KS3 in English lessons with the long-term prospect
of it being rolled out across the curriculum once training has been delivered to ensure
staff confidence in the strategy.
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https://fft.org.uk/literacy/reciprocal-reading/
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The Reading Project

The NGRT reading data provides a wealth of personalised information and strategies for every student
who takes the test. As we believe in data driven instruction the ‘Reading Project’ has been developed to
make the use of this information.

Students are less engaged with reading for enjoyment when they cannot access the text that they are
reading. The purpose of this project is to support students to read texts that they can access and enjoy.
This is communicated clearly to students that this is a bespoke intervention to them based on their
NGRT data and is used to support them.

In collaboration with the library all students are assigned a colour based on their reading age this is

made clear to them on their English book. All fiction books in the library have a corresponding-coloured

sticker.
Green: 6+
Orange 7+
Blue 8+ ﬁ
Yellow 10+ Lo v I
Red 12+
Black 14+
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Once a half term on a rota students are taken to the library by their English teacher and directed to a

Reading book in their reading colour.
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The Reading Project

The NGRT reading data also provides a series of strategies that will help improve that students’ reading.

From collating the data students have one of 6 key areas that should be focus for improving their
reading and understanding of the texts. This strategy is shared with students and they make a note of
this in their exercise books.

After students have been given some time to read
the book they have chosen they will need to

Green Reading Tasks

complete a series of tasks that matches up to their
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reading age colour and their top tip Retrieve Vocabulary

1. What can you 1. Write down 3 words
remember from the from the book that
last time you read this you know.
book? 2. Use themin a

: : 2. Re-read the last page sentence.
For example if you have a student who is - | of your book. 3. Write down 3 words
reading green texts and needs to work on at happens in the from the book that
. . . story on this 2 |, youdon't use all of
vocabulary they will be given this sheet and 4. What can you tell me the time.
about one of the 4. Copy them out 5
have to complete these tasks. characters? times.

5. What can you tell me 5. Pick one new word
about your favourite that you find
character? interesting and say

why.

Reading
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The Reading Project

The aim of the reading project is to provide an opportunity for students to access texts outside of the
classroom and support areas for development which have been identified as a need.

It is to help encourage them to read books that they would like to read and teachers support students to
read texts that they can access.

This ensures that all students in KS3 are supported to improve their reading in a way that is personalised
to them.

The Reading Project is currently in its initial implementation phase. The success of the project will be
measured through student voice and data when this information becomes available.
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Adaptive Teaching — Annotated Seating Plan Edulink

Reading data is available on Edulink seating plans to ensure all teachers are aware of the
reading ability of their pupils and support them accordingly.

CPD sessions on how to interpret reading ages and what reading ages mean in terms of pupils
being able to access texts has taken place. In addition CPD on reading strategies and
vocabulary development strategies has broadened understanding across the school of the
importance of the whole school reading curriculum.

There is an expectation that teachers will adapt their teaching in line with the reading needs
of their pupils.
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Planning for the next Academic year

We are always striving to be the best we can be and we know to do this we constantly need
evaluate what we are doing and how we can make it better.

Already in motion for the 25/26 Academic year

* A planned and focussed reading curriculum for Year 7
* The roll out of Reciprocal Reading across the curriculum as part of EVA
e Student voice
e Staff training
* Changes to the delivery of tier 2 interventions
* Get cosy and read days
e Parental engagement
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How do we measure the impact of our reading
curriculum?

NGRT data provides us with the information that we use to measure the
effectiveness of our different strategies. From this we continually revisit
and develop our offering to ensure that it is right for our students.

As the school library is an integral part of developing pupils’ reading for
pleasure, the number of ‘loans’ from the library gives a guide as to the
success of promoting this.
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How we develop character through reading:

Student librarians.

There is a robust selection process including
completing an application form, a selection of the
best candidates and an interview.

Departmental activities

Departments have different systems to encourage
wider reading, including recommended texts that
follow the curriculum. The library supports with
this by signposting students to the specific texts.

Common room books

It is the aim of every common room to have
books available for students to read in social
time.
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How we develop character through reading:

‘Get Cosy and Read Day’ is the banner in which the school community celebrates everything reading.
Organised multiple times throughout the year. The aim of the day is to nurture a love of reading and develop
a whole school culture of reading through various department-based activities such as
-Book review trees
-Story Dingbats
-Story scramble
-Graphic novel creations

During a Get Cosy and Read Day there are numerous opportunities for staff and students to get involved with
competitions, quizzes, cosy reading environments, book swaps, Author visits and more.

Older students have read to younger students before being presented with their free Bookbuzz book.




WILLIAM

{HOWARD
SCHOOL

How we develop character through reading:

Events such as ‘World Book Day’ are celebrated under out ‘Get cosy and read’ banner
Our most recent celebrations included

* The ‘Spellbinding’ reading challenge
* Reading challenge cards
* Relay read
« Recommend a read (students recommend a book to a teacher who will then read it and
give a review of the book)
e Staff dressing up as book characters
* Sharing of staff favourite books and current reads
* Among lots of other reading activities

and that is the momem "g
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