ART & DESIGN

Examination Board: AQA
Qualification: A Level

Why study Art & Design?
Express yourself through creativity!

Explore ideas, materials, and techniques to develop your
personal style. Art and Design encourage originality,
experimentation, and visual communication. You’ll refine
your creative and technical skills while building a strong
portfolio — ideal preparation for careers in fine art,
architecture, graphic design, or fashion.

What will | study?
Component 1: Personal Investigation

Personal investigation- this is a practical investigation
supported by written material.

Candidates are required to conduct a practical
investigation, into an idea, issue, concept or theme,
supported by written material. The focus of the
investigation must be identified independently by the
student and must lead to a finished outcome or a series of
related finished outcomes.

The written material must be a coherent and logically
structured extended response of between 1000 and 3000
words of continuous prose.

Assessed- work is marked as a whole and must cover the 4
Assessment objectives: out of a total of 96 marks. This
work provides 60% of the total A-Level marks.

Non-exam assessment (NEA) set and marked by the centre
and moderated by AQA during a visit to the centre (normally
in June).

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment

Response to an externally set assignment- issued to
candidates in February. The externally set assignment will
consist of a choice of eight questions to be used as starting
points. Candidates have a preparatory period, and fifteen
hours supervised time.

Assessed- work is marked as a whole and must cover the 4
Assessment objectives: out of a total of 96 marks. This
work provides 40% of the total A-Level marks.

Non-exam assessment (NEA) set and marked by the centre
and moderated by AQA during a visit to the centre (normally
in June).
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Where could Art & Design lead in the future?

A-Level Art and Design can lead to creative careers in fine
art, architecture, fashion, graphic design, illustration, Art
therapy or interior design. It develops imagination, visual
communication, and project management skills valued in
any creative or design-focused industry.

What subject combinations work well alongside
Art & Design?

Pairs well with: Product Design, Photography, Drama, or
Music. Combining creative subjects enhances your
portfolio and prepares you for creative degrees or careers in
design, architecture, or the arts. Adding a contrasting
academic subject like English Literature or History can also
broaden your skills.

SUBJECT ENTRY
GUIDANCE

Grade 5 or above in GCSE Art, Photography or
Media is recommended. A strong Grade 4 will
be considered.

Students who are committed to studying Art and
Design, even if they have not completed GCSE,
would be well-suited to this course if they can
demonstrate a skill and passion for the subject
evidenced through a portfolio of work.
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