DRAMA AND

THEATRE STUDIES

Examination Board: Edexcel
Qualification: A Level

Why study Drama and Theatre Studies?
Bring stories to life.

Experience every aspect of performance, from acting to
directing and devising. Perform in or design plays and
extracts, study key playwrights and theatre practitioners,
and explore staging in depth. Analyse live theatre while
developing confidence, creativity, communication, and
collaboration skills, with opportunities to specialise in
acting or design (technical theatre).

What will | study?

Specifications require students to demonstrate a practical
understanding of a minimum of two complete and
substantial performance texts and at least three key
extracts from three different texts placed in the context of
the whole text.

Students must study the work and methodologies of two
influential theatre practitioners.

Specifications in drama and theatre require students to
participate in a minimum of two performances - one
devised and one from a performance text studied during
the course.

The set texts will require students to articulate how they
would perform in certain roles, and design for certain
scenes, putting practical work at the heart of each
specification.

Set texts for Component 3:

e Accidental Death of an Anarchist, Dario Fo
e Woyzeck, Georg Buchner.

Texts for both Component 1 (devising) and Component 2
(performance) will be decided during the first year of the
course.

A Level in Drama and Theatre will be assessed through a
combination of a 40% written exam and 60% Non-
Examined Assessment (NEA).
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Where could Drama and Theatre Studies lead in the
future?

This subject opens pathways into acting, directing, stage
management, technical theatre and teaching. The skills
you gain — communication, empathy, collaboration, and
creativity — are highly transferable to careers in media, law,
and public relations too.

What subject combinations work well alongside
Drama and Theatre Studies?

Pairs well with: English Literature, Dance, Performing Arts,

or Media Studies. Enhances performance, textual analysis,
and creative interpretation skills. A strong combination for
theatre, media, or communication careers.

SUBJECT ENTRY
GUIDANCE

Grade 5 or above in Drama and Theatre Studies
is recommended.

Students who are committed to studying Drama
and Theatre Studies, even if they have not
completed GCSE, would be well-suited to this
course if they can demonstrate a skill and
passion for the subject.


mailto:drama.contact@williamhoward.cumbria.sch

