EXTENDED PROJECT

QUALIFICATION (EPQ)

Examination Board: Edexcel
Qualification: Level 3 (1 year course)

Why undertake an EPQ?
Develop research skills and independence.

The EPQ gives you the opportunity to design and complete
an in-depth project on a topic of your choice. You’ll plan,
research, and present your findings, developing critical
thinking, organisation, and self-directed learning skills.

What will | study?
There are four units — you will only do ONE of them

1. Dissertation. You research and write an extended
essay (5000-6000 words). There is no restriction on
the topic or the angle you take in your essay, but it
does need to be something where you can argue a
case and explore different sides and it will need to be
thoroughly researched.

2. Investigation. You design and carry out a research
project. This will involve your own primary research
presented and analysed in 4000-5000 words.

3. Performance. You research, plan and deliver a
performance. There is no particular restriction on the
nature of the performance, but you have to research
different material you could perform and cover the
logistics of presenting the performance (publicity,
tickets, staging etc.)

4. Artefact. You have to do research and make
something. This could be something physical, like an
artwork, or it could be something digital, like a film.

The course relies on you being able to work independently.
You will be given individual tutorial support to make sure
you are recording what you do effectively and sometimes
give you help in locating sources, but you have to be able to
research information and skills yourself. You may well be
studying something that your teacher knows very little
about, soitis up to you to find out what you need to know.

The specification puts no limit on what you can study,
perform or make, but there will be limits on what you can
practically do based on the facilities we have in school.

You cannot do something you are doing for another subject,
so you can’t write a dissertation on your A-Level set text or
hand in your Art coursework.
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Where could an EPQ lead in the future?

Highly regarded by universities and employers, EPQ skills
are transferable to any degree or career that involves
research, analysis, and independent problem-solving.

What subject combinations work well alongside an
EPQ?

Pairs well with: Any subject. Allows students to explore
independent research that complements their main A-
Level choices. Ideal for university preparation and
developing critical thinking skills.

John taught

himself to weld,
then designed and

built a calf press
for his family farm.

SUBJECT ENTRY
GUIDANCE

Students will be directed to the type of EPQ that
best suits their ability, skills, knowledge and
interest. This will take the form of a dissertation
or an artefact.

Grade 5 and above in English Language is
recommended for students completing a
dissertation.
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