
 

 

 

 

Why study English Language and Literature 
Combined? 

Express yourself through creativity! 

Explore ideas, materials, and techniques to develop your 
personal style. Art and Design encourage originality, 
experimentation, and visual communication. You’ll refine 
your creative and technical skills while building a strong 
portfolio — ideal preparation for careers in fine art, 
architecture, graphic design, or fashion. 

What will I study? 

PAPER 1: TELLING STORIES  

Section A - Remembered Places  
Study of a collection of writing types on the topic of ‘Paris’.  

Section B - Imagined Worlds  
Study of a set text – one from the following:  

• Frankenstein – Mary Shelley  
• The Handmaid’s Tale – Margaret Attwood  

Section C - Poetic Voices  
Study of a selection of Poetry by Robert Browning 

PAPER 2: EXPLORING CONFLICT  

Section A - Writing about Society  
Study of a set text – one from the following:  

• The Great Gatsby – F Scott Fitzgerald  
• The Kite Runner – Khaled Hosseini  

Section B - Dramatic encounters:  
Study of a set text – Othello by William Shakespeare.  

UNIT 3 COURSEWORK: MAKING CONNECTIONS  

A personal investigation that explores a specific technique 
or theme in both literary and non-literary discourse (2,500–
3,000 words) - 20% of A Level.  

Some example investigations:  

• A comparison of openings in a novel and an 
autobiography.  

• An exploration of speech features in literature and in 
real-world communications.  

• How a theme is presented in literary and non-literary 
sources.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where could English Language and Literature 
Combined lead in the future? 

A-Level Art and Design can lead to creative careers in fine 
art, architecture, fashion, graphic design, illustration, Art 
therapy or interior design. It develops imagination, visual 
communication, and project management skills valued in 
any creative or design-focused industry. 

What subject combinations work well alongside 
English Language and Literature Combined? 

Pairs well with: History, Psychology, Media Studies, or 
Philosophy. Ideal for students who want both analytical and 
creative skills. Supports a wide range of humanities, media, 
or communication pathways. 

  

Examination Board: AQA 
Qualification: A Level 

SUBJECT ENTRY  
GUIDANCE 

Grade 6 is recommended in both English 
Language and English Literature. A strong Grade 
5 will be considered. 

CONTACT: Mrs L Sim 
english.contact@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk 
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