
 

 

 

 

Why study English Language? 

Explore how words shape our world. 

If you’re fascinated by how language shapes thought and 
communication, this course is for you. You’ll explore the 
sounds, structures, vocabulary, and context of English, 
analysing texts and developing the skills to express and 
justify your ideas. Perfect for students who enjoy critical 
thinking, connecting learning to real life, and keeping future 
study and career options wide open. 

What will I study? 

PAPER 1: EXPLORING LANGUAGE 

Written paper 80 marks - 40% of total A Level 
(2 hour 30 minutes)  

Section A: Language under the microscope - the effect of 
lexical choices and grammatical features in a short, written 
text.  

Section B: Writing about a topical language issue - an 
issue or concept related to language in use to be written for 
a non-specialist audience. 

Section C: Comparing and contrasting texts - exploring 
linguistic connections and comparisons between different 
modes of communication using theories of gender, power 
and technology. 

PAPER 2: EXPLORING CONTEXTS 

Dimensions of linguistic variation  
Written paper 80 marks - 40% of total A level  
(2 hours 30 minutes) 

Section A: Child language acquisition - a focus on 
children’s acquisition of spoken language (0–7 years old 
age range).  

Section B: Language in the media - discourse in a multi-
modal media text and requires learners to apply language 
concepts and theories to their analysis of linguistic and 
graphological features.  

Section C: Language change - the analysis of historical 
varieties of English, based on drawing connections and 
comparisons between two texts from different times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COURSEWORK 

Non examined assessment 40 marks independent 
language research - 20% of total A level  

Section A 
An independent investigation of language, provides 
learners with the opportunity to pursue an area of study 
which is of particular personal interest.  

Section B 
The academic poster, allows learners to present their 
research from their independent investigation in a concise 
and visually accessible way 

 

Where could English Language lead in the future? 

English Language is great preparation for careers in 
journalism, publishing, linguistics, advertising, and 
education. It builds analytical thinking, creativity, and 
communication — essential skills for roles where words 
and ideas matter. 

What subject combinations work well alongside 
English Language? 

Pairs well with: English Literature, History, Psychology, or 
Media Studies. Develops strong communication, analysis, 
and critical thinking skills. Useful for journalism, teaching, 
or law. 

  

Examination Board: OCR 
Qualification: A Level 

SUBJECT ENTRY  
GUIDANCE 

Grade 6 in English Language is recommended.  
A strong Grade 5 will be considered. 

CONTACT: Mr T Burkes 
english.contact@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk 
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