
 

 

 

 

 

Why study English Literature? 

Read deeply, think critically. 

English Literature offers a unique opportunity to explore the 
lives, stories, and worlds of others. You’ll read and analyse 
texts from across genres, periods, and cultures, developing 
close reading skills, critical thinking, and your own 
interpretations. Through discussion, debate, and extended 
writing, you’ll cultivate a love of language, engage with big 
ideas, and gain skills that prepare you for both further study 
and the wider world. 

What will I study? 

PAPER 1: LOVE THROUGH THE AGES  

Study of three texts: one poetry and one prose text and one 
Shakespeare play. Exam will include two unseen poems.  

Poetry: AQA ed. Anthology of love poetry through the ages: 
pre-1900  

Shakespeare: The Taming of the Shrew  

Options for prose text (one of):  

• Jane Austen: Persuasion   
• Charlotte Brontë: Jane Eyre   
• Emily Brontë: Wuthering Heights   
• Thomas Hardy: Tess of the D’Urbervilles   
• F. Scott Fitzgerald: The Great Gatsby  
• Daphne Du Maurier: Rebecca  
• Ian McEwan: Atonement  

PAPER 2: TEXTS IN SHARED CONTEXTS  

Modern times: Literature from 1945 to the present day  

Study of three texts: one prose, one poetry, and one drama. 
Exam will include an unseen extract.  

Section A: ONE Core set texts   
Drama Tennessee Williams:  A Streetcar Named Desire  

Section B: Contextual linking  

Students study two texts:  

Poetry: Carol Ann Duffy: Feminine Gospels 
Prose: Margaret Attwood: The Handmaid’s Tale  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIT 3 COURSEWORK: INDEPENDENT CRITICAL STUDY  

Comparative critical study of two texts, at least one of 
which must have been written pre-1900.  

One extended essay (2,500 words) and a bibliography.  

In 2024 we studied Frankenstein as a class, with students 
selecting their own choice of novel for the comparison.  

Where could English Literature lead in the future? 

English Literature supports careers in law, publishing, 
education, journalism, and media. It develops critical 
thinking, empathy, and sophisticated communication skills 
that are valued in every profession. it is a facilitating course 
which is widely respected and accepted at all universities – 
no matter the course. 

What subject combinations work well alongside 
English Literature? 

Pairs well with: English Language, History, Philosophy, 
Psychology, or Drama and Theatre Studies.  Supports 
analytical, interpretative, and communication skills. 
Excellent for humanities degrees, law, and creative writing. 

  

Examination Board: AQA 
Qualification: A Level 

SUBJECT ENTRY  
GUIDANCE 

Grade 6 in English Literature is recommended.  
A strong Grade 5 will be considered. 

CONTACT: Mrs L Sim 
english.contact@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk 
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